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ADVERTISEMENT 





THE Editor begs leave toinform his readers of the 


fources from which he means to draw the materials of 


the prefent Work. 

Some rare and valuable manufcripts with which he 
has been favoured, will furnifh him with a copious fup- 
ply of original matter 

Extras will be made from the hiftories of the feve- 
ral wars in Europe, and particularly of the battles of 
the late king of Prufha: 

Of the principal battles and adiens fought during 
the American revolution, defcriptions will be given, 
accompanied with engraved military plans, defigned by 
officers that were prefent at thofe actions : 

Extra&s will alfo be made from military Works of 
merit, in divers languages, and of every thing inter- 


efting in the feveral military periodical publications of 
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iv ADVERTISEMENT. 





Berlin, Hanover and Paris, illuftrated, when the fub- 


ject requires it, by plans, ‘Fc. To which will be added, 


occafionally, the lives and heroic aétions of the Several 
brave commanders of the prefent age. 

The Work will be enlivened with anecdotes, with 
biftory and hiftoric plates; but nothing will be intro- 
duced that is trifling or unimportant in itfelf. 

The Editor will be thankful for any hints of improve- 
ment, or valuable papers, that may be communicated 


to him. 
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MILITARY REPOSITORY. 


ON THE ADVANTAGE OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE TO THF 


MILITARY. 


Ir has been afferted by fome writers, that, by a falfe application 
of theory, a commanding officer may do more harm than good, 
and that he has little oecafion for extenfive knowledge, provided 
he has a good adjutant. A great extent of knowledge in a fub- 
altern, they likewife fay, may create difcontent and envy, leading 
him to arraign the conduct of his commander, difpute his ord 


4 


and thus deftroy fubordination. An enlightened, well-intfor: 
fubaltern, they continue, will thus become fenfible of the unim- 
portance of his own inferior ftation, and be difcouraged at it; be 


fides, an acquaintance with the finer arts, and a {cientific knowled 


, 
will fo far refine his ideas, as to enervate his mind, and rend 
him almoft unfit for the field; and the ftandard-bearer’s fenie of in 
own infignificance, will lower that military pride, in which he other- 


wife would glory. 

We will admit that the growing fire of the youthful warrior may 
have been thus, occafionally, damped; but it is certain, the m 
the foldiery are enlightened, the lefs frequently fuch confequ 
will occur. Some are of opinion, that any other branch of lirte- 
rature but what tends to the utility of a military life, mut be fo 
much lofs of time; but this is not univerfally the cafe. If we in- 
| 


ftruct a foldier in moral duties, we teach him tobe brave; for no- 


thing, furely, has a greater tendency to render him courageous than 
to make him a good chriftian, and of courfe not afraid to he. I: 
we teach him the duties of a citizen, he will nat rally ttand up tn 
defence of his country and of liberty, and his breaft will glow with 
patriotic warmth. If in every garrifon there be a good militar 


police ; if nothing be there allowe | ; mit the rules of Ul fey 


+} FF . ! j Lt ] ‘ et { | 
ficld ( fic rs be Dut affable al d ndeicendit 0 © buUDaLtCrN 




















MILITARY REPOSITORY. 





eive them as friends, and join them in their diverfions and amufe- 
ments, it will infpire them with mutu 1 confidence, and induce 
n to act as one confederate body. ‘There are many little duties 
1 


cont d with the militarv character, not fo unimport int as they 


better informed an officer is, the more he 


y ic m t ) be. The 

, that many things which the ignorant call trifling in his pro- 
feflion, do not deferve that Py lation. No one would extol 
Newton or Locke for having been abie to read; but would they 


have been fuch luminaries of the world, had they not firft learnt 


to read? 

A foldier, we will allow, may be confidered as a piece of me- 
ch fm: fo is a clock; but a clock will never 20, unlefs wound up 
ind putin motion. ‘The centinel, even in time of peace, fhould 


be as diligent as if the houfe befide him was an out poft of the ene- 
my; and in time of war, as quiet as if before the guard of his own 
rrifon. Both thefe habits are acquired by practice. 
Dhough a foldier be a piece of mechanifm in fome refpects, 
yet he isa man, a citizen, a hufband, a father, and a friend. 
le becomes fometimes a commander, fometimesa military judge, 
and is often em; d in civil life, in matters of importance; 
furely, all this requires that an officer fhould not only be taught the 
y life, but thofe of humanity alfo, and havea 
a teeiidion off 


vledge of men and things. According to military 


law, every ofhcer is judge of a foldier’s crime or mifdemeanor ; 


and, can he decide on this without a knowledge of natural rights, 
and the morality of ations? It is neceflary, therefore, that, 
vw! t hei made acquainted ith the duties of a foldier, he fhould 


be inftruéted in thofe of civil life ; they fhould go hand in hand. 


I'he butinefs of a commanding officer is of great extent ; his 


duty requires him to correfpond with the firft men of the country ; 
to take care of Ins men, quarter them properly ; and, in order 
to victual them well, he fhould be icquainted with the diltrid he 
in, and the productions, not only of the fpot where he is, but 
the places adjacent ; he fhould know well the laws of the 
‘ ry, its matione! and natural! fituation. He fhould, by his 


» give tuch an example to the whole body of officers 
under his command, as would make them ufeful to their country, 

in its fervice, elteemed by fore igners, and beloved by their 
fellow citizens ; but, this can be done only by enlightening their 
» extending their knowledge, by practice, prudence, military 
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nef £..¢} ler 9 > . , oe lomifh . a She 
PIC » TATNETI amonition and an unble iifhed character. 

































— 


— 


oon ie 


ad 











we 


MILITARY REPOSITORY. ; 





Subordination is the very foul of military life; but an officer 
will, notwithftanding, execute the orders of his general v ith 
more alacrity, if he has reafon to look up to his perfonal merits, 
and admire his virtues ; not only the officer, but the private, will 
advance with greater intrepidity againft the enemy, when convinced 
that his commander does not leave him to the chance of events, 
but ventures an action only with a moral certainty of fuccefs, o 
where neceflity urges him toa defperate blow. The more en- 
lightened an officer is, the more military knowledge he has ac- 
guired, the more contented will he remain ina lower ftation, until 
an opportunity of promotion offers. Knowledge of the world 
will teach him, that in the arrangement of things he mutt 
fupport a certain chain of connection, and cannot always fill 1) 
pofts he would afpire to; fora great and noble mind, which every 
officer fhould poffefs, will pride itfelf more in having the know- 
ledge ofa general with the rank of a coronet, than to carry a 


’ 


marfhall 


, 


s ftaff with the abilities of a corpol l. 


: 


The more a young officer {tudies, the more he will feel the 


want of that knowledge, neceflary to make him an able ! 
Even among the privates, it is not what a foldier learns from th 
articles of war that can infpire him with a fenfe of duty; it is 


a due and impartial correction, an iadefatigable attention in the 
commanding officer to the comfort and protection of his men, 


and a regular and unfailing fupply for their daily wants. In fhort, 


where is the man without principle, without knowledge of his 
profeflion, that can difcharge his duty as he ought? 
There is no fubaltern but looks forward to a command at fome 


future time. Even the ferjeant, as the chief of his guard, has many 
be : ' 7 - | 
duties of a commander to perform. It muft, therefore, be allowed, 
that an officer fhould be acquainted with the laws of war, and the 


knowledge of that profeihon he has taken up; nay. the h 


arms requires this of him, and when peace allows him to fh the 


the fword, it muft be a fource of fatistaction to him to feel, 


he has acquitted himfelf well inthe fervice of his country { 
- - . & . , 7 : | . - . » ’ 
can return with well-earned laurels, amidit the acclamutions « is 


fellow citizens. 
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THE AMERICAN WAR, FROM 1775 To 1783. 


s 
THE end I defign in a part of this work, is to lay before my 
readers, with exactnefs, plans of the principal battles fought during 
the late American war. The reader is not to expect long hiflorical 
etails. I fhall confine myfelf in the narrative to thofe explana- 
tions only, which are neceflary to combine the great events. In 
voluminous works, in vain we feek defcriptions that give clear, 


fatisfactory ideas of battles; the chief part of thofe works are little 


elfe than compilations from public papers, and breathe, like them, 

It is from facts and from events only, that we fhould decide on 
1e merit or demerit of the acters. Of fuch faéts and events I thall 
treat in the moft fimple manner ; without remarks, without obfer- 


rations, without reafoning, and confequently without partiality. 


THE difcovery of America by Columbus, in 1492, has jultly 


been ranked among the greateft and moft beneficial events in the 


[he fubfequent fertlements under the influence and protection of 

( t Britain increafed in number, wealth and refources, with an 
a‘tonithing rapidity. In the fhort fpace of 150 years, their nume 
ber | t three millions, and their commerce to fuch 
wee as to be more than one third of that of Great Britain. 
i hey alo extended their territories 1500 miles on the fea-coaft, 
1300 miles to the weltward. From their firft fettlement in 

e devoted to liberty, enjoying a govern- 

ment which was but | fhort of being independent. The quef- 


re} fupremacy ended, and at what point co- 


lenial « icy bean. ever been agitated. Thefe colonies 
e 7 « s* ‘ . at S , . 
with Great B r arms in war, their commerce and 
ale . —- ‘ { ‘ i Datu . ) 
Cou ; » U r thefe favorable circumftan< $y ade 
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4 PLAN 


of the 


ACTION @ BREEDS HILL: 


=th 


on the 17°0f June 1775. 


Between the. AMERICAN FORCES, 


and 
THE BRITISH TROOPS, 
* Erroneoutly called Bunkers Hill. 
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«Re Bunkers Hill. 
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fyftem. Newregulations were adopted, which confifted in 
ftricting the former commerce of the colonies, and in fubject 
them to the taxation of the Britith Parliament. 


Oppofition to the feveral acts of the Britifh Parliament foon 


became general. Debates, controverfies and acts, one repealing 
an 


other, on the fide of the Britith Parliament, and reafonings and 
oppofition on that of the colonies, kept equal pace from 1764 to 
1774. At this period every thing aflumed a bolder afpedt; a cor 
tinental congrefs having been convened, they agreed upon a de- 
claration of their rights. An addrefs to the king and to the people 
of Great Britain, was alfo drawn up; different plans for conciliation 


were brought forward in the Houfe of Commons, but men, accul- 
tomed to uncontrouled {way, are not eafily brought to receulate their 


. . " . ms = 4, + 
conduct by the fimple rules of reafon and of juiti¢e. Solid revenue 


and unlimited fupremacy -were the objects of Great Britain. To 


accomplith them, the immediate coercion of the colonies were re- 


folved upon; Parliament agreed on an augmentation of their forces; 
_— : 
the mercenary circles‘of Germany were ranfacked to dragoon the 


colonies into unconditional fubmiffion; domettic infur 


‘ 
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rections we 
excited among price of freedom was the murder of 
relentlefs favages were brought down 
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Gage to feize and deftroy every thing that was collected for the 
fupport of a provincial army. With this view he detached a party 
to Concord, which was opp: fed in their w: 
5 | 


1 


a party of Ame- 
ricans near Lexington. A fkirmith enfued, the refult of which 
was, that of the Brityh troons 65 were kil d and 174 wounded, 
and 24 made pr foners ; and of the Americans 49 were killed, and 
39 wounded and mifing. The Britith troops, however, executed 
their commifion. 

After this a@tion, which roufed all America, not only the arms, 
ammunition and forts in the coloates were fecured for the ufe . of 
the provincials, but regular forces were raifed. A confiderable 
army was aflembled in Maffachufetts, which formed a line of en- 
campment from Roxbury to Miltic Riv 

About the latter end of Maya great part of the reinforcements 
ordered from Great Britain, arrived at Botton; three Britith 


e, and Clinton, alfo arrived about the 


ecne4ralS, Howe, Bu 
fame time. General Gage, thus reinforced, prepared for action, 


before he proceeded to extremities, he iflued a proclamation, 


put 
: = at mo 
holding forth the alternative of peace, or war :—Mecenaces on the 
onc fide, and premifes on the other. 
A 


Confidence among men is of a nature fo delicate, that when 


once itis violated, itis feldom reftored. Britith menaces and 
p? ymifes had by this time loft all influence. The blood of thofe 
who were killed at Lexineton had proved the firm cement of an 


. e G . -“-* "tT? 4 +. . {) o- hs \F ] ry rinnN , 
extenlive union. ihe simerican upponng this proclamation to 
| | ~ lie’. } “eth , ’ 
be a prelude to hoftilities, prepered accordir ’ 

Adjacent to the peninfula of Bofton, on the North, ts ano- 


ther of fimilar form, called the perinfula of ¢€ harleltown: They 
i from one another by Charles River. Over ag inft 
th bank of this river. lies Charleftown. The 
peninfula of Charleftown being bounded on ‘the North by the 
river Medford or Miftic, and on the ealt by Bofton harbour, 1s 
enti ly furrounded by navigable water, cxcept wv here it is join { 
to the main land by an ifthmus;: im the c e of the peninfula 


rif n eminence, called Bunker’s Hill, with an cafy afcent from 


the rithmus, but iteep on every other fide ; and atthe bottom of 


thts hill towards Bolton ftands Charleftown; Bunker’s-Hill was 


re | . 1. } ' ) 
fafhcrentiy high te overlook any part of Bolton, and near enough 


tter of great confe 


Orders were therefore 
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iflued by the px ovincial commandess that a detachment of 1occe 
men fhould intrench upon Bunker’s-Hill. They moved from 
Cambridge, paff d by Charleltown neck, in filence, and reached 
the hill unobferved; but, by fome miftske, the eminence ca! 
Breed’s-Hill, fituad on the furtheft part of the peninfula, was 


marked out for the intrenc!iment inftead of Bunker’s-Hill. Here 


Q. 


the provincials threw up a {mali redoubt about eight rods {guare, 
and anintrenchment, reaching to the bottom of the hill towards 
Miftic River, both of which they had nearly completed in the 
night time of the 16th of June ; their works being in many places 


cannon-proof. (Plan No. 1. a.) Although the peninfula was 


almoft furrounded with Britith thips of war and twanfports, the 


‘ ' 


provincial carried on the work with fuch profound filence that 
they were not difcoverd till the morning ; when, at break of day 
the alarm was given at Bolton by a cannonade, begun upént 
American works from the Lively fhip of war. A battery of fix 
guns was foon afterwards opened upon them from Copp’s-Hill, in 
Bofton. The provincials bore this with great firmneds, and con- 
tinued at their works. 

About noon, a detachment from the army was landed upon the 
peninfula of Charleftown, under the command of Major General 
Howe, and Brigadier General Pigot, with orders to drive the 
provincial: from their works. The troops were formed withort 
oppofition as foon as they landed, (4) but the generals thought it 
necefflary to apply for a @einforcement. While the troops were 
waiting for this reinforcement, the provincials, who occupied the 
left of the breaft-work, and the « pen ground {trete hing to the Wih- 
ter fide, pulled up fome adjoining potts and rail-fences, and jet 
them down in two parallel lines at a {mall diftance from each 
other, and filled the fpace between with hey, which, having been 
jately mowed, remained on the adjacent ground. (c) 

When the reinforcement arrived, the whole detachment, con- 


fitting now of near 3000 men, the flower of the Britith army, formed 


a } 

in two lines, moved on towards the provinciats with the hehe m- 

. . . - 7 

fantry on the right wing,(d) commanded by Major-General How- 
9 ; 

and the erenadiers on the left.(e) by Brigadicr-General Pigot; the 


former to attack the provincial hnes, and the letter the redoubt.-— 
4 


a a ' 
The attack was begun bya fharp cannonade fiom fome ficld pieces 


. : : ’ - ’ ' ’ 1. - 
and howitzers, ({ f) the troons advancing flowly, and halting at in- 


: ; he ortillery + ey toce ~ 7.4 | 
tervals to pive time for the artillery to produce fome effet. 7 
fe wren : ? ~pawed lorcen horn hay! , - 
left Wing In aay none , received Vitsliot’l burn Uharieclitow: 9 +a 
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to deprive the Americans of a cover in their approaches, which, by 
the afliftance of careafes thrown from Copp’s hill, in Bofton, was 
{eon effected. 

The Britith moving on but flowly, gave the provincials upon the 
h 1] behind th ir works a better O} portunity for taki g aim. They 
referved their fire ull their adverfaries were within ten or twelve 
rods, but then began a furious and unremitting difcharge of {mall 


arms. So inceffant and fo deflructive was this continued blaze of 


mufquetry, that the Britifh line recoiled, and gave way in all 
parts. Maior-Genera! Howe, it is faid, was for a few feconds left 
nearly alone, moft of the officers who were about him, being either 


killed or wounded; and it required the utmoit exertions in all the 
7 


‘officers, from the general down to the fub 


rns, to repall t 
order which this hot and unexpected fire had produced. The 
Britith returned to the attack, but the provincials referving them- 
{elves again, put their enemies a fecond time to flight. At this 
jun@ure, General Clinton, who had arrived from Bofton during 
the ex ment, was extremely ferviceable in rallying the Britith 
troops. He brought them back tothe charge. By this time, the 
powder of the Americans began fo far to fail, that they were not 
able to keep up the fame brifk fire as before. The infide of the 


brealt-work was by fome cannon balls raked from end to end, the 


fire from the fhips, batteries and field artillery were redoubled, and 
the redoubt was att ked on three fides at once. Under thefe cir- 
cum/tances. a retreat from it was ordered. 


’ 1 ¢ , ’ n 
Wi th operations were coine on at the brealt work and re- 


» the Britith light infantry v ere attempting to force the left 
_ "+ of ¢} 7 aa "Tr... mm ” he > : like e a 
r?* Ol ne :iormer. i ne provint iis ieTe, 1n Ike manner Te- 

et : 1” OS r , 
served their fire till their adverfaries were near, and then poured it 


tpon them with fuch an inceflant ftream and in fo true a dirediion, 


ac mowed —- 3 ee : ob wine it | 
a MON i do vn th rank S. ] ne eneageme nt was Kept up on both 
iid th t refolution. The king’s troops could not compel 


Americans to retreat, till they obferved that their main body 
had teft the hill, when they gave way. This retreat was, with little 
Hols, ed o1 Charleitown Neck,(g )though it was enfiladed by 


r and fome armed tranfports and floating 


ine n er of Americans actually eneaced amounted only to 
--- ° ’ » “ ’ , " ’ . 
I Bri did not pufh the advantages they had gained, 


c enti them! lves with thrown Pp Works on Bunker’s Hil 


ui ther own fafety. The provincials did the fame on Profpect 


i Co mee: 2 
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Hill, in front of them; both were guarding againft en attack, and 
both were in 2 bad condition to receive one. 
y iecond contin ital C ngrei net on the tenth of M Y, 17° a 


and, two davs before this action, appointed George Wafhington, a 


Os } . - anmem ! ‘ \; 
mative or Virginia, >the chiet COMmmMmMana vi i Ln 


This general foon after joined the army at Cambridge, and, at the 
head of his troops, publithed a declaration, previoufly drawn up 
by conprefs, in the nature of a manifefto, fetting forth the reafons for 
taking p arms. In th S. arte! enumerating Various < vances. it 
was added: ** In our own native land, in defence of the freedom 
s¢ which is our birth-right, and which we ever enjoyed till the late 
** violation of it, for the protechon of out property acquired folely 
** by the induftry of our forefathers and ourfelves; againft violence 


“ adciually offered, we take up arms, we fhall lay them down when 


s* hoftilities fhall ceafe on the part of the reflors, and all danger 
*s of their being renewed fhall be removed, and not before.” 


Wr n Gene: | \W afhington joined the army, he found the 
Britifh intrenched on Bunker’s Hill; they had three floating batteri 
in Miltic River, a feventy gun fhip below the ferry, between Bof- 


ton and Charleftown, and a battery on Copp’s-Hill. They were 


alfo ftrongly foitified on the neck. The Americans were intrench. 


ed at Winter-Hill, Profpeat-Hill, and Roxbury, communicatis 
with one another by {mall pofts over z .diftance of ten milk 


This army, about 14.500 men ftrong, was fo ftationed round Bof- 


° » , 
ton, as to connn the | ritifkto the tor n, and toexc! de them from 
the tora: nd provilions, which the adracent country afford d 


General Ward commanded the right wing at Roxbury, General 


Lee the Ieft at Profpe&t-Hill, and the centre was commanded 
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES TO BE OBSERVED IN FORMING CAMPS 


FFENSIVELY AWD DEFENSIVELY. 





AF an army affemt with a certain ention. an ues in 
- —_. fone Lenan . _— 1? «1 c -~ +t ow t& ! 
y environs for iome time, we call th é i that army has taken, 





army 18 encamped. Abere are Cals i + 18 
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peace, in which the troops of a (tate are aflembled and inftructed 
m grand manceuvres, and camps in war. Thofe are either march- 
camps, or fuch in which we continue for fome time expecting the 
enemy’s attack, or by which we cover the fiege of a itrong place. 
If we have recourfe to the general principles of the art of fortifi- 


‘cation, it is not difficult to determine whether the camp, which the 


army has pitched, 1s fuch as the army encamped 1n it, may expect 
an attack from the enemy. It refts chiefly on the following 
points : 

Is the camp commanded by hills ata {mall diftance, for inftance, 
3000 fteps? Can the camp be approached without being difcovered? 
That is, are there in the front of it hollow ways, ravins, hedges, 
bufhes and woods, in which the enemy may make its' arrangements 
unolderved? Are the flanks of the camp well covered, or can we 
get reund them? Is the front of the camp fo fituated that crofling 
fires might be applie 4? Is it in the enemy’s choice to attack where 
they find it the eafieft. or muft they abfolutely attack on one certain 
point; and can we give to that point all poflible ftrength? How 
are the ways in the rear of the camp; and in how many columns 
may the army retreat, if it fhould be compelled to do it? 

We thould lkewife be acquainted with all the ways before the 
right and left flank, and tront of the army; that “e may be able to 
march off to the right or left, or forwards, according to circum- 
ftances. And laft of all we fhould be informed of the two following 
eircum{tances: How long the army may remaia in fuch a camp. with 
rcipe& to forage and other provifions; and whether it is pofhible for 
the enemy to cut us of from our magazines, by any little motion it 
may make. 

In forming a camp we fhould take care to give every arm that 
ground, on which it canaét. The infantry is therefore placed on 
hills, in villages, if thefe lay ata little diftance before the front, or on 


| 


they can only keep a free profpect before them. If the camp is on 
a bill, the firft line crowns the defcent of the hill fo, that it can 
ric€tly fee the foot of the hill. The fecond line is placed at a 
per diitance on the fummit; here it is fuppofed, that at a diftance 
i 3000 paces there is no cther hill, which commands that where 
the camp ts. But if the hills before the front of the camp are as 
bigh as the hills on which the camp is; then the firft line places itfe!{ 
on the fummit; and the fecond behind it, at fuch a diftance, that it 
e n g9 directly to the afliftance of the firit, if that fhould be com- 


relied to give wav. 
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the flanks of the camp, behind hedges, ditches, even in woods, if 
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The artillery advances at war before the infantry. The field- 
pieces remain with the ficld-euard, which, as it is known, throws up 
a fieche 300 {teps before the front of every battalion. The bat- 
teries mnit be erected on fuch places, fo as to fee the foot of the 
hill, and {$ as to reach the plain below. 

It is certainly a great military prejudice, if we are accuftomed ta 
carry the heavieft cannons on the higheft hills, within the circunr 
ference of the camp, as fuch there, lealt annoy the enemy. 

We muft point out for the cavalry in the camp that fituation 
where they will be able to 2ét beft. If the ground is level, 
we may place the cavalry on both the wings of the army; or on 
one only, if the other ts properly fi fecured. If both wines are de- 
fended by a river, mor als, great lake, or open ground, then the 
valry may be placed im the fecond or third line. If the center of 
9¢ level ground. we muft place the cavalry there; but, at 


- 
° 
a 4 
“? 
3 
= 


ill events, behind the infantry. For we never fhould place cavalry 
in the firft line. But, if the ground is intermixed, then ¥ e place 
the cavalry in feveral parts, behind the infantry, in order to be every 
where at hand, when the enemy attacks. In intrenched camps, it 


is of c urfe untlerftood that the cav: ry ¢ kes the fecond or third 


> baa bbs 


[na camp, the conneétion of the feveral parts of which the army 
nfiils, mut not be fubjected to interruption. A camp, therefore, 
muft never be croffed or cut throush by great rivers. or fuch as are 
difficult to be wa fed. Though the communication may be kert 


open by brid ges, yet, it 18 certain, that the marc! 


1 of the infantry, 
artillery. and particularly the cavalry, over bridges is extremely flow 
and is fubiected to many difficulties. That part « f the army which 
is feparated from the other by a river, is kept to itfelf, and muft be 
looked upon asa corps by itfelf. If the *nemy finds that out, and 


not fal . ith 1 his forces upon that fepar te cor PSs + thew o 
aon 3 é 
ad refolution. Inc mp, there th uld hkew 


’ | . 1 ~ PD 1 ’ 
be no creat defile, particularly fuch as are inclofed by fteep ro 


want OF Capacity : 


We mutt fay the fame of meadows, meraffes and forefts. If t 


army 1s feparate< 1 by t 1¢ flatter, we have 2 double difadvantage; we 
cannot afhft the part sliced foon erough,, and do not fee what 
happens on the other fide of the road, ‘The camp of an army, 


' n ' r 

alio, fhould not be croffed by villages, part icularly when they are 
very long, as, fhould the enemy fet them on fire, by howitzer-ere- 
nades. the communication tn the camp would be for fometime inter- 


ted, and would be alfo dificult in future. 
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But if a general is forced, by the fituation of the war, to pitch 
his camp here the communication of the troops is interrupted by 
rivers defiles, &c. he fhould be particularly careful to fupply the 
has not a fufficient quantity of 
That part of 
hich is feparated by a river or defile, mutt be fo ftrongly 


fering great 


communication by bridges. If he 

— ; 
pontons, he mutt make ufe of veflels, boats, or rafts. 
the army 


— 
intrenched, that the enemy cannot attack it, without fufl 


The troops muft not only be 
with eafe in the camp, but they mutt alfo be able to 
make thofe motions within it, which are requifrte to an attack, 
without caufing confofion. However, it may happen, that infan- 
try are obliged to take poft in hilly environs, where t 
little fpace. Sometimes they are pofted as to be far extended, 
where the potts are of t nature, fo thata {mall number can de- 
fend themfelves, with advantage, init a fuperior force. 


of ftraw, 


' : ot ’ ] " : 
If an army is in camp, there thould be no want 


| | Cf se I - — e ¢ . “ » f 
V rd, OF W AiCT, particu l li ~ DS Nneceilary t Va »nfider- 
| = — ry* it. > . . ! 
ble time in that camp. The wells, in the neighbouring villages, 
may be futhcient tor the infat , but, for the cavalry, they are 
’ - . 
{-ldom fuficient. Ti where they are to ride to watering 
’ 1 ’ P - : ' : j 
fhowd not be too far from camp; tt 1s a good thing if there are 
watery ditches, rivulets, and rivers in the neighbourhood. But 
| 7 - . 7 
t | ce fhoultd be to itt ted ae | t » be i to moieitaton 
t ws the eneme ss nert: -_= ++ . ry + y 1 r - 
: the encmy ; trtacular!yv i ce arc at no great ailiance from 
“. oF sw bb +} sant ; 
. an at every rin the day attack us; for, uf the ca- 
other horfes in the camp, are obliged to go three or 
r miles or farther for water, the enemy muy ferze that oppor- 
y to attack the army in reality, or at leaft trouble it very 
a ie P ke Ten feanl . »ewe fi ij 1 
mi >» Dy feint attacks. In iuch a cafe we fhould be obliged to 
‘ lee Ras } ‘ . . = Do aol 
cava il tha wer fent to Wat ring, which 
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fuch camp, or if we can nearly calculate the time, from the ar- 
rangements the enemy takes for the fupport of its pofition, we 
confider what quantity of corn, oats, hay, and {traw, the army will 
want, in cafe we cannot forage gre 
will be requifite, if: the feafon is fo far advanced that we can forage 


en; and how many forage-bundles 


green. Such a calculation is not fo very difficult; and it is better 
for every officer, fent by his general, to a magazine, with an order 
to make a calculation how long the army can be fupplied from the 
corn, oats, hay and flraw, in ftore, to do it himfelf, than be 
obliged to apply to a commiflary for that purpofe. We know 
from experience, that 75 pounds of flour will produce, when 
baked, 100 pounds of bread; two pounds is the daily portion for 
aman; and thus, by multiplication and divifion, we may foon find 
how many days an army, whofe number we know, may be fupplied 
from the quantity in {tore. 

We know the daily portion for every"horfe, in oats, hay and 
firaw, and, of courfe, it is eafy to find, by multiplication and 
divifion, how many days the horfes may be fupplied by a certain 
quantity in ftore; or how much will be wanting, if the time we 
are to {tay is determined. 

It would not be unufeful, if every young officer would form 
tables on that fubject, according to the fpecimen we have here 
piven. 

Let us fuppofe a bufhel of flour weighs 75 pounds, and this to 
produce 100 pounds of bread. Suppofe the daily portion to be 
two pounds a man, this, for a 100 men, is two buthels of flour. 
Suppofe, further, the army to confilt of 40,000 men, and it will 
require, daily, 800 bufhels ; we may, by the Rule of Three, fay, 
If 800 bufhels are fufficient for one day, for how many days will 
144,000 buthels ferve? This we fhall find to be 180 days. ‘Taking 
the month at thirty days, we can fay, for an army of 40,000 mep 
it requires, 


144,000 bufhels, for 180 days, or 6 months 
120,000 - - += 150 - - 
96,000 - - + 120 = = 
72,000 - - + gO = - 
48,00 + ee 60 - - 
24,000 - = = 30 = > 
12,000 
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Now let us confider the ne when the feafon is fo far advanced 
that we can forage grecn, or be fupplied with green meats 
how many forage-bundles an army wants, if they are to remain a 


certain given time incamp. We will fuppofe an army to confit of 
12.000 horfes: for each horfe we mult cor nt, daily three fheaves 
“3% > ’ 


of oats, or any other corn. This army Sit ures, therefore, 36,000 
theaves, daily; aad, if the army is to be 20 days in camp, it will 
want for that time 720,000 fheaves Phat 


; quantity we muft be 


ble to get in the envircns, that is, withia feven or eight miles, at 
fartheft, of the camp; as, otherwife, the procuring of forage is at- 
tended with too much troub! 

Lhe providing a fu‘ficient pte of forage, is of more im- 
portance than many may think. From the want of it we are often 
obliged to leave a very good polt, and place ourfelves in another, 


where we give up great advantages tothe enemy. Are we forced 

a. ‘ o . 
to quit fach a camp, we may run the nik of being attacked on the 
march ina place where the fituation of the ground is very much to 
our enna gt. 


The mott effen 


nm n¢ ’ 
ab i€ to attack it ° , 1 iDOlee didi 


tial thing in a camp is, that the enemy may not be 


1+ 


1K, and rear, a 


one and the fame time. 


I here certainly could be no camp where the enemy could not get 


round it, if they would take a great, round about-way; but, if the 


neuen ae attempt to get at the flank, or rear of our army, 


the camp muit be {fo ide, that the enemy fhould run the rik of 


being cut off fre ym their magazines, and forts, or of expofing a whole 


-obable that the enemy will venture fuch 


province to us. It is not pr 
a flep, if they have to fear one of the beforementioned cafes, neither 
will they venture it, if they fhould be obliged to take a difad- 
vantageous pofition, in our rear, or in our flanks, in which cafe tl hey 
will be be i t 


Lt nN, we oet direétly at til 


em. Has the enemy detached 
fome corps from their main army? and do they venture, notwith- 
ftanding, to turn our camp? This, perhaps, may give us the beit 
or ortunity to get upon fuch a corps, and ruin it, before they can 
obtain any a ffiftance : Now we fay a flank is fecured, if it be either 
abfolutely impelile, or at lealt, very difficult, for the enemy to 
attack i and muft facrifice, at the attack, m ny troops, Without a 
prof; & of good fuccefs. The follow ing objects are very proper 
to cover the flanks of an army. Rivers, over which the enemy 
cannot pafs: lakes, and marthes of confiderable extent; hills, par- 


| , 
ticularly when th ey are very {le nd if the foot of them may be 
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commanded by a battery fideways: long villages, particularly fuch, 
through which fmall rivers, or rivulets run, or which are furrounded 
by {mall lakes, and fwampy meadows; or fuch as lie at the foot 
of hills, from whence they may be commanded; alfo lawns, forts, 
and woods, if they are very thick. 


If rivers are to cover the flanks of an army, they muft be fuc! 


ware | 
as the enemy can neither ride nor march through. All the fords 
mult be made impaflable. This is done by making them deeper; 
by throwing trees into them, with their limbs ; or by putting car- 
tropes; becaufe the ground in rivers is always firm where we find 
fords. If bridges crofs the river, they mult be thrown down, or, 
at leaft, fuch meafures mult be taken, that we can fet them on fire 
as foon as the enemy fhews any fign to pafs them. But if we are 
obliged to keep up a communication with the environs, on the othet 
fide of the river, it is neceflary to raife a fufficient bridge-redoubr, 
in which fome battalions may defend themfelves again{t a fuperior 
power. © 

tI fe thor 


In many places we find fall rivulets whofe es are lined 


with morafs. Thefe may, likewife, be made ufe of to cover the 
flanks of an army. Should the enemy fucceed, in pafling their in- 
fantry over at fome places, they cannot, however, get their cavalry 
and artillery along. Befides, as the infantry cannot pafs in the beit 
order, they may eafily be repulfed, if we get at them vigoroully, 


before they can form. 


Some fay we fhould draw up the flank of an army clofe toa 


river, asthen we have an opportunity of keeping the oppolite fhore 


clear, and preventing the enemy’s taking poft near the river. If 
the fhore on this fide commands the oppofite, if we know that the 


enemy is forced to fetch water for the cavalry, and for the army 


. - . ° ; } 
in general, from the river, it may be advantageous to place ow 


flank near the river. But in other cafes we fhould keep fo far 
from it as not to be reached by cannon-fhot, for otherwife we 
fhould be continually annoyed. If an army is often alarmed, it 
will foon get acc flomed to it, and become carelefs and indolent. 


B it asfoon as a fly enemy finds this out, they will at lalft make a 
} 
‘ 


_ . 
bold effort, and furprife the army at atime when we lea! expect it 
if a village is on one flank of the army, in which are many 


. 


ftr< ng built houfes > or a go d burial pround, furre ul 


with a wall; thefe may be put in a fate of defence, and occn- 


s pied with light troops ; but the camp mutt) not be pitched too near 
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nados, as the fire and fmoke would be troublefome to the troops 
in the camp. 

If heights are fo fituated as to form a hook in our flank, and 
level ground towards the enemy, or if they are commanded by 
other mountains, and are feparated from them by defiles; we may 
very well ufe thefe te cover our flank. Vineyards are particularly 
good for this purpofe, becaufe the trees, hedges and fences, by 
which they are feparated, throw the greate(t obitacles in the ene- 
my’s way. 

We may lean the flanks of an army on woods, if they are very 
thick and bufhy, and have much cut ground; but we muft not 
place the camp fo near it that the encmy may, under the protec- 
tion of the wood, find an opportunity to farprize us. If, for 
example, the wood is confiderable, fo that we can have no out- 
polts on the other fide of it; we fhall not be able to get intelligence 
of the enemy’s motions. ‘The enemy may therefore get round 
our flank and on our rear before we perceive it. But, as in moun- 
tainous environs, which generally are full of woods, we can fel- 
dom avoid leaning a flank on a foreft; we thould raife on our 
flank a ftrong barricade of trees, fo fituated, as to oblige the 
enemy to work fideways, under a heavy cannon and cartridge-fire. 
To thefe means already mentioned, for covering the flank of an 
army, we muft every where add art, where more fecurity is re- 
quired. Thus we may caufe inundations, where there is a fmall 
river eafy to be paffed; we may fortify heights, &c. We mutt 
remark alfo, that the fame means, by which the flanks of an army 
are covered, will ferve to cover the front of a camp. This, for 

e 


inftance, may be done by rivers, lakes, morafles, great detiles, 


In a cefenfive war, each camp fhould be fo fituated, that by the 


pofition of the army in it, the frontiers of a ftate may be covered ; 

this will render it dificult for the enemy to attempt any thing 
’ ' 

acainit the environs, either backwards or fide ways, without danger 

of being cut off from their magazines and detached corps, and ol 

I n mote. ] rt I t 


c* ’ , . . . . 
onould the enemy, by pencirating into our provinces, give our 
in opportunity of penetrating with advantage into their 


+} | £ . {ft . )} Vat ~ 
5 a id tnere take a iil POL 5 fhould they noi find an auvanh- 


( poit in our country, in which they may wait an attack 
from us; fhould thew after the lofs of a battle be liable to be en- 
tirely cut of from their magazines and forts ; if the lofs of a for: 
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to them, ora whole province is the cogfequence, we may fay, that 


the general underftands the art of cjrrying on a defenfive wat 


well. 

If our camp has fuch a pofition, thqt we may, bya flight move- 
ment, get into thofe environs where thg encmy direct their intention, 
and where they, on the contrary, ai forced to great motions; if 
we cdn move in a flraight line, and thdy are obliged to make ule of a 
round-about motion; then fuch a caifp is well known to cover a 


whole province. 
In a defenfive war, it isa general rple to have rivers, rivulets, in 
fhort all forts of defiles, before the ffont of a camp. 
It is politic and wife to plan, ou felves, an attack on that car p 


, . " 
vy’s attack; and examine the 


é 


where we wait, expecting the ene 


. : " 

fhould then fee, perhaps, the faults/we have made in our aii - 
” ” — > enn . 

ments for defence, and have fufficjent e to alter and improve 

f ic } ; vu ! ws ~ ’ ? 

them; but, if the enemy 1s already} drawn up, and has taken all 


- } ‘ 
meafures for the attack, we mult npt endeavour to alter any thing, 


for order mii underito¢ d, may proe uce wrong motions, and CX le 
} ] ~ C henna | 
us to the canpei Or oC nf beaten. 
‘ : - ~ al } c . 
Camps, in an offenfive war, fhoud have the following requifites: 
i S 


We fhould be able to marcn to 
1 
‘ 


all the environs; at each 1 


camp we fhould advance fo far thqt the defiles may remain behind 


th : front. 
They mult have fuch a fituatidn as to force the encmy to quit 


their advantageous pofition. In {his intention we fhall fucceed, 


ks, tor the enemy is then e xpoled 


we can take a pofition on their flar 
to the danger of being cut off ftqm their magazines and forts, o1 
from a detached corps. It is w¢ry advantageous if we can pitch 

" an } 
our camp fo as to be able to a 






tach feveral parties, to make the 






pafflage of the enemy’s tranfport) difficult, trouble them when fo- 





raging, threaten them with blocl.ading up a fort, and put the ene- 
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+ But we mutt likewile take care 





my’s country under contributio 





that thefe detachments are fupparted by the main army, if attacked 





Hhay happen that the enemy {hall 





by a fuperior force. As it 
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change defence into attack, 





we fhould, in the cheice of ovr] camp, in an offenhiwe war, not lof 
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As we are now upon an offenfive war, we will infert fome of the 
moft important principles which thould be obferved at the attack of 
ftrong pofts. The whole army thould never be drawn into the 
combat. If the attack is made with one wing, the other wing 
of the army fhould be kept back. If the attack is made from the 
centre, both wings are kept back. The attacking wing mufhave 
all the ftrength of a military corps, that is, all the arms muft there 
be connected in aproper manner. To this end are requifite a nu- 
merous artillery, feveral lines of infantry, which may fupport and 
relieve one another, in cafe the attack of the firft line fhould not 
have good fuccefs; and on the fide and behind the infantry a fuf- 
ficient number of cavalry, if the ground is advantageous for the 
latter. That wing of the army which is kept back fhould be co- 

ered, that the enemy may not be induced to attack that wing. 
The more advantageous it will be, if we can lean it on defiles or 
mountains, which we mutt {trongly occupy with heavy arms. 

At the attack of heights, we mu‘t make ufe of howitzers, ra- 
ther than cannon, becaufe the grenados, which tear in pieces, by 
fcattering more, caufe greater terror among the enemy than can- 
non-balls, the ercatelt part of whieh fly over their heads. 

Ifthe hills on which the enemy ftands, are fo fteep that we 
loofe breath in afcending them ; we muft not attack with infantry, 
as fuch attack could not pofhbiy be fuccefsful. But it is another 
thing with hills on which a foldier can reft himfelf, and take 
breath. 

At the attack of a poft we muft know how to determine that 
point, which is the key of the enemy’s pofition, that is, the hill 
which commands the enemy’s camp. ‘This hill we muft attack 
firft. If we have gained that, we are mafter of the whole poft. Itis 
ceitainly more advantageous to Jead the troops in the firft onfet to 
the {trongeft poft, whillt the battalions are perfectly clofed, than 
when they are fatigued by the attack of a lefs confiderable poft, and 
are intumidated by a view of the dead, and the groans of the 
. ounded. 

The troops, which make this firft attack, muft have ftrict orders 
to overthrow the enemy at all events. Some late generals of great 
merit have propofed to lead on to the firft attack, not the beft troops 
of the army, but free battalions; in doing which, we mutt ourfelves 
pive the fire, if they will not attack with vigour, or give way. 
If the firit attack be not fuccefsful, we may always renew it, with 


good troops, and continue it till we have carried our defign. 
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KING OF PRUSSIA’s |BATTLES. 


BErorRE I enter upori the Third Sildfian, or what is commonly 
called the Seven Years War in Germany, in which not only almoft 


all the nations of Europe, but alfo fom}: parts of Afia and Ame- 
rica were involved, and during which the greateft military talents 
s neceflary to give a fhort 


of the prefent century were difplayed, i 
account of the two preceding Silefian Wars, in order to trace the 
origin of the laft, and to conibine ill thofe great events. 

After the death of the emperor, Chafles VI. in 1740, Frederic 
IJ, king of Pruffia, in order to mainthin the rights of his houfe 
over fome part of Silefia, affembled onthe frontiers of that co 
try, an army of twenty eight th yufand men, under the hiidea ti 
of marfhal Shwerin. He offered his affi(tance to the daughter of 
Charles VI. Maria Therefa, queen of Hungary and Bohemia, in 
order to fecure to her the poffeflion of her other hereditary ftates, on 
condition, that fhe acknowledge the legality of his pretenfions; but, 
in cafe of a refufal, he threatened to maintain his rights by force 





of arms. 

The court of Vienna rejecting this propofition, the king en- 
tered and took poffeflion of all Lower Silefia. On the 2oth of 
April, 1741, a battle took place near Mollwitz, between the 
king, and the Auftrian field marthal Neipperg, in which the 
Auttrtans were routed. George If. king of England, allied with 
Maria Therefa, affembled an army on the borders of Kent, 
and took both Hefhian and Danith troops in pay. Maria Therefa, 
perfifting in her refolution to give up no part of Silefia, in the 
month of Sept ember Frederic found himfelf compelled to j0!n 
the French and Bavarians; and a {tr ng army of the latter, with 
marfhal Broglio at their head, marched into Bohemia. They 
took Lintz, and marched ftraight to Vienna. Maria Therefa to k 
fhelter at Prefburg. ‘The king, during this time, took the fort 
of Neifle, which accomplithed the conqueit of Silefia. 

The fecond campaign of the firft Silefian War, in 1742, was dif, 
tinguifhed by the battle of Czaflau, in Bohemia. Frederic, after 
having been abandoned by his French allies, as weil as by the Sax 
ons, haftened to Czaflau, to fave his magazines. ‘There he was met 
by prince Charles of Lorraine, an Auttrian general, whom, after 
a bloody confliét, he forced to take thelter in Moravia. 
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The refult of this victory was the peace of Breflaw, by which 
Maria Therefa ceded to Frederic, Silefia and the county of Glatz. 
In 1743, the elector of Bavaria was, by Frederic’s influence, 
elected emperor, under the name of Charles VII. but found in 
his dignity no refuge againit the misfortunes which opprefed him. 
Whilit he was crowned at Frankfort, his hereditary {tates were 
laid watte by the Auftrians. 
tween the allied Auftrians, English and Hanoverians, the former 


In the next campaign of 1744, be- 


were forced to retire to their own country, and the new crowned 
emperor was likewife compelled to fly over the Rhine, where he 
died foon after. The misfortunes of the latter, in whofe clection 
the king of Pruflia had interefted himfelf, difpofed him to accede 
to the union between the new emperor, France, the elector pala- 
tine, and the landgrave of Hefle Caffel. He entered Bohemia, 
and took Prague, but the French again remaining inactive, he 
ftood expofed, alone, tothe whole Auitrian force, and was obliged 
to relinquith Prague, and withdraw through Lufatia. 

This event put Maria ‘Therefa,‘queen of Hungary, upon attempt- 
ing to retake Silefia. The Auftrians, accordingly, made incurfiong 
into upper Silefia, and took the fort of Cofel by ftratagem. Prince 
Charles of Lorraine affembled the Auftrian troops, confilting of 
92,000 men. Frederic, to oppofe him, affembled about 50,000 
men. On the 3oth of May, 1745, Frederic marched t» Jauer- 
nich, in order to meet prince Charles, and detached the van-guard 
to Strigau. This manceuvre brought down prince Charles from 
the mountains into the plains, where, exulting in the fuperiority 
of his numbers, he encamped, intending to furround the Prufhians. 
On the 3d of June, at eight in the morning, Frederie left his 
camp, and, by a forced march, came fuddenly during the night, to 
Strigaue At day-break the battle commenced, the refult of 
which was that the Auftrians were beaten. ‘They counted gooo 
killed and wounded, befides gooo, which the Pruffians took prifon- 
ers. The Pruflians counted about 2200 killed and wounded. 

Want of fubfiltence, however, c ympelled the king to retire 
from one camp to another. The great detachments neceflary for 
covering his convoys, diminifhed his army to 26,000 men. Prince 
Charles, whofe army was above 60,000 {trong, defirous of profiting 
by his fuperiority, projected an attack. 
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He tollowed the king, 
e oo — — . 
d on the 30th of S ptember, near Soor, a bloody battle took 


place. The Auftrians were again beaten, with the lofs of 10,000, 
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‘ur- cut off, fo that it was open only to the tran{j Ort or vict ils, tor t 
ern king of Poland’s own table, and to the courie and trumpeters, that 
lille yore {ei t. 
its his alliance. which was planned for the deftruction of th king 
re t Pi iF ~ oe » 1¢ 18 true, reve i! { to the k ,$ he likew e had 
OF copies of n important papers retp €ting it, but many a tuwng 
ral remain ‘di dark to him. IN« verthelefs, it was, for his fafetv, i 
rk the utmoft importance to know the formed plans thoroughly. To 
rift chis was a¢ led, the pc litical duty, to vultify, by indi} it ble dk 
nd cuments. his invafion into Saxony, which aftonifhed all the court, 
re of Eurove. ‘Thefe confideration impof d on him the duty to 

gain poffeilion the Saxon archive. They forefaw his detire, 
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Brown now fent his beit infantry to attack the heights; but the 
~~ | } > } e a Pry ol 

Prufiians who were pole d there detended themfelves like lionss 


ter having fired away all their cartridges 
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ahd fome regiments, a! 


, 
the ne "Th; “ 
fell, with their bayonets, on the enemy. This terrible fcenc 


: + .*t on quand on ] 7 
lafted till the ‘Auftrians were pufhed down from the heights, an 


r 7 P " 
Hace of Lowofitz. ‘The Pruflians {cized this time of 
confufion to fet the village on fire, and to drive the enemy entirely 
from thence, whercby the fate of the day was at ! decided. 
! “ } 
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Brown made a maftcrly retreat, and left the field of battle to the 
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which was, as we may fay, the fignal of the Pruffian valour for the 
fubfequent battles. The lofs of the conquerors $ 2200, dead, 


wounded and prifoners. The Auftrians loft a few hundred lefs. 
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fate. This fatal fituation had its fource entirely in the Austrians 
as well as the Saxons being ignorant of the ground, and who, there- 
fore, made hazardous plans. 

The Pruffians inftantly took poffeflion of the camp which the 
Saxons had left; they touched on their rear, took them prifoners, 
with the moft part of their baggage and artillery. This was a 
confiderable tranfport, which could not reach the troops, the 
bridge being broke. 

Never was a well difciplined army of a valiant nation in a more 
deplorable fituation. It was quite the hiftory of Caudinum. Hun- 
ger plagued the Saxon troops ; to this was added the feverity of 
that rough feafon of the year and the lofs of their baggage. ‘They 
were three days and three nights fucceflive under arms without any 
victuals; they even were in want of ammunition. They laid in the 
open air, furrounded by vigilant enemies, deprived of all means and 
of every hope to {:ve themfelves. Their fate depended now en- 
tirely on the conqueror’s grace, to whom they at laft offered a ca- 
pitulation, with the confent of Augultus. The conditions of it 
were hard, as well for the Saxon troops as for their king. The 
whole army was obliged to lay down their arms. The officers 
were difmiffed, but the non-commiflioned officers had no choice; 
they were forced to {wear allegiance to the king of Pruflia. 

The king of Poland now fuffered a humiliation which for 
fome centuries fince has not been the fate of an European prince. 
He loft at once his whole Saxon army that was faithful to him, and 
a few of his body guard omly were left to him who were with him 
at Konigftein. His endeavors to gain better conditions from 
the conqueror were in vain. Frederic himfelf, gave the anfwers 
on the articles of capitulation of that memorable treaty. Some 
of thofe anfwers, which refpect the great want of the troops, are 
quite laconic, and are fignified only by the word good, but all denote 
the decifive tone of the conqueror, who thinks to comply with more 
than they had reafon to expe&t. Auguftus begged he would leas 
him his guards at leaft. But Frederic’s anfwer on that head was 
extremely humiliating, and manifeited the right of the ftronger 
over the weaker ina ftriking manner. It was this: “* Thev fhould 
** have the dame fate as the other troops, as he fhould not wif 
** the trouble of taking them prifoaers a fecond time.” 

Ten Saxon regiments remained entirely together, with thi 
ference only, that they received Pruilian uniforms, colours and com- 
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Phis action of Frederic,' to force a whole army of a forcign 
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Wants of the troops who were without a matter. hey did not 


| : | 
pay any attention to the attachment 1 the Saxons naturally 
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have to their princes and their nat But this fhewed 





itfelf foon to Frederic’s altonifhment. Though they expected 
fome defertions among the Saxons, they did not think that 
a 8 , . ry . 
whole regiments would run away with order and refolution. Moft 


of them {et off with all the military figns of honour, and went ei- 


ther to Poland or joined the French army. The king of Prufha 
al - x 
had given commiflions to many non-commifhoned officers of the 


wa 


axons, in order to make his fervice agreeable to them. But this 
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cient; for thofe officers were at the head of 


re 


- 
meaiure was 


thofeideferters; and thofe who would not go with them they forced 


igftein was declared neutral during the war, and 
the king of Poland, who on that rock waited for the decifion of 
his fate, received paffports for himfelf and his fuite to go fafely to 
Varfaw, whither he went without delay. ‘This monarch was ex- 
tremely humbled by his creat misfortune; he wrote, the rath of 
Oober, to his Field-Marthal Rutowlky: 6 We mult re fign our- 
ss fe] to prov idence—TI am a free kinp—As fuch I wil! live and 
“ die. I leave the fate of my army in your hands; your court 
marfhal maw decide, whether to furrender or to chufe death, ei- 
“¢ ther by hunger or by the fword.’’ He had carried ona corref- 
pondence with the Pruffian monarch from Konigftein, which, from 
the firit oferedneutrality, came by degrees to a propo! | of an al. 
lian and as Augultus remained immoveable, Frederic gave him 
a kind letter as a companion on his journey. The title in thof 
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winter at Drefden, and now treated his depofit as a conquered pro- 
vince. He often gave audience to the Saxon minifters, ifued his 
orders on all fubjects relative to the adminiftration of the country, 
and demanded of the reprefentatives 10,000 recruits. 

The preparations of all the powers connected in the war, were 
great for the next campaign. IT'renchmen and Swedes, Sieben- 
burgians, Maylanefes, Wallones, Cofaks and Calmuks, put them- 
felves in motion, and as money was in great demand, they ufed 
every art, partly to make loans, and partly to difpofe monied pe 
ple to furnith neceffitics in advance. But the king of Pruflia had 
the advantage over his enemies, not being in need of fuch mean 
His great treafury and rich depofit afforded means to the Pruflians, 


with every thing abundantly provided, to open the next campaign. 


r 
Miitadms 


The Saxons, who, on account of the likenefs of their religion 
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lone ! ! nd he ‘ ; } i , tor n lina 
1ANGUALC, moOrais, an their way of thinking, had far more inciina- 
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royal mafter (war being inevitable) might ally himfelf with the 
former. Lhey were yet not treated with any thadow of feverity. 
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amicably with the Pruthans. They had comedies, balls, mafque- 
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Mhis tranquillity of mind, the refult of his philofcphical way of 
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LOINAINgG ana i the k iowledge Oi hi rorces, WasS, h wever, dif- 


turbed in divers manners. Among other things there hap} ened, 


during that winter, an event, of which the particulars are known 
by atewonly. Before the nineteenth century it will hardly be al- 
lowed to any hiftorian to communicate them to the world. Fre- 
deric was to be poifoned. A page, Glafau by name, whom tl 
king liked particularly, was hired to fend the monarch out of tJ 
world. "The plan was k iown toa te vy on! ,andad very W 
not to be feared from thofe. However, an accident « vered in 
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the execution to the king, that a icheme was laid againt 


hislile. Glafau fell upon his knees before the hing, at d be 
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mentabie manner. It feemed the king was !o anxious to keep the 
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uir fecret, that he even would not give leave to a phyfician to at- 
tend him in his laft moments. 

The moderation which the king had hitherto obferved in Sax- 
ony, had its caufe in the hope which was ftill entertained, that Au- 
cuftus might be difpofed to a peace; but the wound was too deep: 


the alliance with Auftria and Rufhia too clofe; and his expectations 


of a happy change too preat for him to liften to the Prufhan pro - 
pofals. On the contrary, the complaints of his ambaffadors, fup- 
ported by his powerful allies, were at Ratifbone before the German 
diet, and all the European courts without limits. Paffion fuppreffed 
all prudence, and weakened the faculties of learned men fo far, 
that they reprefented Frederic’s march into Saxony, in all political 
publications, as an undertaking without example in the8hiftory of the 
world. They obtained their point. All the allied courts dou- 
bled their zeal intheir enormous preparations and the Germanic 
diet at Ratifbone made ufe of a punifhment that for many genera- 
tions had not been put in force. ‘They pronounced again{t the king 
of Pruffia the anathema, and declared him thereby to have for- 


teited his {tates and dignities. l'o execute this fentence they cal. 


led together, nothwith{tanding thecriesof Pruffia’s friends, an army 
of all the nations of Germany, which under the name of ‘the execu- 


tion-army of the empire, was to give effe& to the d 


lecree of the 
m t' Ir ehie manne o ArTMY ++ 1 itfelf | . 
najority. n this manner a new army united itfelf to the many 
others, among whom Frederic’s deftruction was the motto, and 
j 


they began already to determine the ay 
the war faould be ended. 


Frederic, to whom nothing was left but to face every where the 


proaching .snoment when 


thunder of war by the moft effeQual ufe of his arms, now began 
to direct his fis unce-operations in Saxony with mor efed. The 
pay of all the eleétoral fervants was curtailed or entirely taken 
way. Hitherto 190,000 dollars were annuaily paid for the pub- 
lic off t Drefden; this fum was reduced to 30,000, and in 
t manner he proceeded. This finance reform extended itfelf 
over every thine. ‘Two important perfonages at the court of 
Drefden were the queen’s confeflor and the dire“tor of the opera. 
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Frederic, however, left the royal palace at Drefden untouched. 


He often vifited the excellent collection of paintings, but without 


appropriating any thing of it; he made, on the contrary, great 


» 


prefents to the infpectors of the gallery. But this moderation !c% 
him entirely, with refpeé to Count Bruhl, whom he confidered 
the caufe of the alliance between Saxony and his enemicc. 
The magnificent palace of this minifler, and his garden, an orna- 
ment of the refidence and open to every body, was razed; and 
to this very day the ruins of a beautiful pavillion are monuments of 
a revenge which that crowned philofopher was not thought to be 
capable of. The Saxom recruits for the Pruffian fervice were now 
demanded. ‘The hereditary prince of Saxony made urgent repre- 
fentations againft it, but Frederic requefted of him, in his anfwer, 
with al! poflible civility, not to trouble himfelf with thofe affairs. 

In all the provinces of Germany there reigned now a warlike 
activity, which for centuries was not fo univerfal. In all the wars 
of modern times, even when under Charles V. and under Gutta- 
vus Adolphus, the Germans cut each others throats from a religt- 
ous zeal, they did not make fuch powerful preparations as now; 
when all the nations of Germany, great and fmall, took up arms, 
in order to fight either for the fingle or for the double headed ca- 
gle. The army, before-mentioned, of the empire, was now aflem- 
bled, which prefented that refpectable Germanic union in a nidicu- 
lous light. Thofe troops were, perhaps, not unlike the crufaders. 
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‘he contingents of Bavaria, of the | 


1 
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fome other imperial {tates excepted, the reft of that army was a 
4 s é 


collection of undifcipline d hords, divided into bodies which form. 
eda variegat d mafs. In Swabia and Franconia there were ftate; 
of the empire which had but a few men to furnifh. Some had to 
sive but a lieutenant without foldiers, who not feldom was a fel. 


low jult taken from the plough ; fome furnifhed but a drummer, and 


save him a drum from their old magazines. Cattle-drivers were 


—— 
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converted into fifers, and old cart-horfes deftined to carry dragoons. 


ahr . ° - . 1: neh ore 

Lhe prelates of the empire, proud of being the allics of fuch great 

monarchs, changed the cloth of their convent fervants and fent 
em to the army. Arms, cloth, baggage, in fhort every thing dif- 


{among thofe fellows whom they {tiled foldiers, and of whom 
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" ; : wee ' ‘ ee 
moft formidable of them were the Aultrians. Frederic retoived, 
. : ; ; ‘@ 

therefore, to fall upon them with united forces, in order to ltnike a 
great blow, betore the irnnes OF the other nations coul i approacn. 


‘ 


The Imperial court adopted an « ppofite fyftem ; withing to act de- 
fenfively, till, after the junction of all the allies, they could all at 
once fall upon the king of Pruffia and deftroy him. In confe- 
quence of this arrangement, Brown divided his army into fout 


. ° ’ } 
great bodies in order to cover Bohemia. Frederic, notwithf{tand- 


. . . . , 22 me § . 
wy this, entered that kingdom in four columns. Lhe duke of Be- 


vern led one of thofe columns. which confilted of 16,6 men; 
9 ome: . - ; . } . lar 
and foon fell in with one of the enemy’s, of 20, >, Which, uncer 


’ 


‘ - ° . Cc ,* , ' an { . é 
the command of count Konigfegg, had intrenched themfelves near 


Reichenberg. The Auftrians were inftantly attacked, ; id for- 
ced to retire, with the lofs of 1000 men, killed, wounded, and ta- 
ken prifoners. After this battle the duke advanced; and { t. 
t 1 the irmy of Field Marfhal Schwerin, who | i t red 
Bohemia by the way of Trautenau. 

The king of Prufha paffed the Moldau foon after, 1 ight of the 

o < 

enemy, who neglected the precious moment to attack Frederic’s 
fal! corps, notwith{tanding the advantages of fuperior force, and 
the pr sp fe < f cert 1 V CtOTY. Je iloufies } id njien amon: the 


i — . : 

chiefs of the Auftrian army, which appeared in a variety of thapes 
and in a very {triking manner: for Brown was now under the com- 
mand of prince Charles of Lorrain, who had the command in 
chief. 

On the 6th of M: y the Pruffian army was aflembled in the vi- 
cinity of Prague, to the number of 100,000 men ftrong. 77 hey 
4 } 


pormea a junction near that Capital, except the c TPs commanded 


by Keith and Moritz, who remained on the other fide of the Mol- 
dau, and fome hours after commenced one of the mo{ft memorable 


battles that ever was recorded in the annals of the world. The 
Prufian irmy that effec ively came to aétion, confifted of 68,00< 

and the Auftrian of 76,000 men. ‘The latter ftood on fortified 
mountains. ‘The avenues to them were fwampy meadows, ditches 
full of morafs, very narrow ways, and fmall wooden bridges, ove: 


which the foldiers could pals but one by one. The Autlrian in- 


fantry flood quiet in this ftrong camp, and the cavalry was out oa 
oraging parties, when Frederi appeared. Prince (¢ now 
‘i 1 ’ by ' : 

recalled haithiy the ror gu p troops, who partly roucnht in their une 
’ f 





refs with the Prufhans. In {pite of the badnefs of the ground, the 
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c 


attack of the Prufhans was conducted with an aftonifhing courage. 
Thofe who were obliged to pafs the meadows funk into the morafs 
atevery itep; fome regiments fell in to their very knees; it was 
with great trouble they could extricate themfelves. In this fituation 
they endeavored to aft and encourage each other. Several batta- 
lions were obliged to leave their cannon behind, though they were 
in great wantof them. At one o’clock in the afternoon thofe cb. 
(tacles were at laft furmounted, and the Pruflians began ranging 
themfelves in order of battle. Without even taking breath after 
the great fatigue, they fell im} etuoufly on the enemy, who received 
them with a terrible difcharge of artillery. The king had given 
orders to attack the enemy with fixed bayonets, and not to lofe 
time with a mufquet fire: but the fire from the Auftrian artillery 
was fo horridly deftructive, that humanity put limits to valour. 
‘J he Prufhians retreated. 

During this the cavalry of both armies came likewife to action. 
The prince of Schoneich, who commanded the Pruflian cavalry, 
attacked with a part of histhe whole Auftrian cavalry, and over- 
turned their firft line : but he was outflanked and repulfed by the 
enemy’s fecond line. However, the Pruflian cavalry formed itfelf 
again, recetved reinforcements, and fell afrefh on the enemy. 
The attack was decifive. The Auftrian cavalry was entirely 
overpowered and pufhed upon their own infantry, which thereby 
became difordered, and the Pruffian huffars made ufe of that oppor- 
tunity to rufh in amongft them and increafe the confufion. 

Field marfhal Schwerin, was, during this, zealoufly occupied 
to form the repulfed infantry again; and he caufed them to advance 
againit the enemy. He difmounted his horfe, put himfclf at the 
head of his regiment, and took hold of a ftand of colours, which 
in his hand was to open the way to victory. The Prufhians found 
that way ; but their noble leader fell to the ground, killed bythree 


Several Pruffian generals followed this glorious 


S 


mufqu t balls. 
example, and led their brigades on foot; Even Prince Henry of 
Pruflia leaped from his hor fe, and at the head of his brigade forced 
a battery of the enemy. Now the whole Pruifian line fell upon the 
Auftrians, who were in great diforder, and whofe wings were 
fomewhat feparated. Fredesic made proper ufe of that advantage. 
He advanced into the open fpace, and the feparation was complet- 
ed. The Auftrians now formed two large armies ; of which the 


one fled, and the other threw itfelf into Prague. They chofe 
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fleéting on the confequences. How- 


. - 4 he ta at _ 
ever they foon faw the terror of that fituation. They even tried, 


the very fame dav, to draw themfelves out of it again 5 but the 
Pruth ins had oOck upied i] the forties from the iown, and forced the 
Auftrians back into their confinement. 

Tl vac the hiftory of that memorable day, which, on a 


‘ 
lid Wails> Laem 4288 


count of the great armies that fought, the quantity of blood that 


Milt, the valour fhewn by both parties, and the conilternation 
i . 4 : 
- . tt? : ry , 
caufed by the defeat, was not unlike that of Rome. The Ro- 
. a : | . ’ , ’ 
an decided the fate of all Italy, Rome alone exce] : : the 


e whole war, if a very infignificant 
d 


; ss . 3 
German would have decided 
-s { . > eatfemele want - had ¢ determine 
circumitance, a pair Of mulerabic pontoons, had not determin 


be AEA 


the fate of fo many nations. The army of prince Moritz of 
Deffau, was on the other fide of Prague, and on the other fide the 
Moldau, over which this general endeavoured to make a bridge, 


. “49 . ry 
in order to fail on the enemy in the rear. This river was {welled : 


{ 


they had not provided for that accident, and fom pontoons were 


; : “— ores a eae 
wanting to comptet » the boat-bridge. Thefe cow geous I ruihans 


remained, therefore, mere fpectators of the battle. A few pon- 


+ 


toons more, andthe entire deftruction of the great sone rian army 


id + limes 
was not a moment doubtful. This day wou Id } 1ve been immortal 
‘ er 

in the hiftory of the world. In that c fe, there would have been 


no battle of Collin, no battle of Hochkirch; in fhort, a hiftory 
quite different from that which we now read in the annals of the 
eighteenth century. All that Moritz could do, in this difagree- 
ble fituation, was to cannonade thofe beaten Auttrians, who were 
i tiring tow rds the armv of Da 

The lofs of the Pruflians on that day was 11,000 men killed 
and wounded, 1¢ were taken prifoners. The Auftrians count- 


: 
ed 12000, killed and wounded befides 8coo men, which with 


fixty cannon, the treafury of war, and a quantity of baggage, fell 
the honde of +¢! nover ‘ram the fiel h 
into ¢t nan r th ongucrors. From the field of battle the 
= ‘ . | 
king wrote to his mother, * I and my brother are very well; tl 


Auftrians have loft the campaign, and I have free hands with 


, men. Weare matter ofa kingdom, that will afford us 


nand money. I fhall fend a part of my troops to pay a com- 

. . ‘ > “1 - , » © , 

pument to the french; with the reft I will puriue the Auftrians. 

Ain y thy; hoes! . nad ¢! , ort 

loody a { = % ; and great as the expectations were 

’ + 1' . . . | > , . | I ! > i 
that ali Europe had ied, matters however turned out quite dif 
ferent. his dreadful defeats therefore the more remarkable, on 


nt of she annf, neces it did not produ e. All the word 
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thought the flying Auftrian army would be purfued cre anriki- 
lated, and the confined part forced to furrender from hunger and 
fire: but the fortune of war fuddenly difappointed the hepes of 
the Pruflians, and infpired their eremies with new courape. At 
the battle of Praeue each army loftan exceilent general. Frede- 


‘ 


ric lamented the death of Shwerin, his tutor in military tactics, 


} : i } — i 

to whofe memory he ereéted a ftetue at Berlin at the end of the 
ws A > 1 ie 6 

war. Field marfhal Brown died of his wounds; and behe!d be- 

em, Bite Dean the dal = a . 2 2. & 1 i aoe ~ IP 

tore aiiS diffolution 410 diftrefsful icenes WillcH had wrCis ex! WL ed 


at Prague. 

A whole army was now within the wails of this large city. 
There were, befides the garrifon of Prague, 50,cco men affem- 
bled, among which were all the principal commanders, the princes 
of Saxony, the duke ot Modena, and even prince Charles of 
Lorrain. So powerful an army had not been locked up in a city 
in that quarter of the globe fince the fiege of Alefia. All the ma- 


tions of Europe, allied 


or neutral, exve&ed fcenes of an extra- 
rAin: y ture Fred ¢ w blech ! l she ha hich + > 
ordinary nature. Frederic now bleckaded this city, which is ten 
miles in circumference, and occupied all the forties with batteries. 
‘l hey thought at firft, at Vienna, that fo powerful an army as the 
Aultrian would foon break the bolt of their prifon; however, all 


their vigorous and repeated attempts. though planned with pru- 


dence and executed with defperate efforts, were fruitleds ; and the 
: ¥ - ’ . | . . 
Aultians, repulfed by numerous batteries, were always obliged to 


return to their allowance of horfe flefh. This was the food of the 


blockaded army from the very firft week: artillery and cavalry hor- 
fes were butchered, and the fleth fold in the beginning for two 
pence, and afterwards for four pence per } ound. No preparations 
were made for fo extraordinary an accident: the magazines in the 
city were but indifferently filled: the troops in want © “every thing, 
and 80,000 inhabitants in danger of perifhing by famine. 

Prague was now regularly befieged, and more and more enclof- 
ed. Bombs and red-hot balls were thrown into the city, which 
fet many houfes on fire and kept wp a continua! burning. The 
fcreams and lamentations of the inhabitants were heard in the night 
time by the Pruffians. 12,000 of the inhabitants were expelled 
the city to leffen the famine, but the cannon balls of the befiegers 
drove them back again. After a fiege of three weeks the whole 
aew town, and the quarter occupied by the Jews, in which wers 
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wr » . . ; 7 . : ’ 
of the empire approached his {cates from all parts. Each day x i 
* . os 7 
precious to him. Having never been conquered in the field of 
i 
; wehe bho silA mee ons 3 : 6 she T4131 oho 
battie, he could not entertain an idea of the pofhbilitv of a defeat. 
¥ ~ 7] | { , 
He left the beft part OF os army about Pracue to continue the 
> . “” ~ ¥ 14 4 { 
fiege, and marched with 32,000 men io attack I vial 
° Daun, in order to « le at once every hom of the 
I 
‘ } 
i jus ce reral came trom M Tavia With a {trong army; intenaing 
*. 9 he 19" emu ¢ ohm & \ , } of ™ } . 
to join the main army t fA uitrians. (On the day of datte, 
° . *) ry * . ¥ 1? 
was but four German miles from Prac e. his was favorabie [01 


thofe Auftrians that fled; Daun received them, and formed an en- 





campment of 60,000 {trong on the mountains near Collin, where 


he entrenched himfelf. The cautioufn 


~ 
f 


and his limited knowledrce of an of five war, made it extremely 
probable that he would not have undertaker thing of moment, 





L o} } 11 } . f ' Litie 
or at leaft that he we i done not! tive for tne a y 
erance of the befieged, though the orders of his court were \ 
{ty ‘+ ‘1 1 . } 
BTICt ON tila nnt. 1G to this that firs troov r ne aucoula- 
’ | : m , ee : one — 
ged, the Pruflian name founding terrible in their ears. ‘The duke 
c } - De . ' - : . sa ‘ , 
of Bevern, who was fent towards him beforehand with 20,000 Prui. 





{; es mad e of th - 1. . : gakine hefn: 
laDS, ThlaG uc b LAA aAQvanhtages, taking Oc’ 
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reaps of the flain, as over hillocks of earth. Not valor 


I 
A: 4 . P = 

or flail, but accidents, decided the fate of this memorable day. 

veral important advantages; the enemy’s 


over the h 


The Pruflians gained 
right wing was defeated, the cavalry there potted was overturned, 


end Deun th ught already of retre tin v. J he adjutant haitened 


b/w hld Ld > 


1¢ orders for that purpofe, from wing to wing, when the {cales 
ly and un- 
expectedly pre ponderated to Irederic’s difadvantage. ‘The wife 


. { aatiem tinal ane std 
in which the fare of men and empires 1s decided, fudden 


difpofition of his army was not executed. One of his beft generals 
broke the line, induced by military ardor ; he eas ed with his 
battalions ata time, when, without fighting, he fhould | moved 
forwards with the whole war-machine. in an afcpansble. connec- 
tion. The Pruflian army became thereby a tulfe direction, and 
fome Saxon regiments of cavalry that were with Daun’s army, and 
who burnt with ardor to cope with the Pruiiians, broke their line 


\ ithout waiting for order , and fell upon the n my. 


ae err ee ; Pg ag) S ; 
i Ul the battle of Collin, where the “eS difcipline of the troops 

. , 7 ’ 
kept pace with their valour, it was an invariable principle ameng 


all nations renowned in war, that if the cavalry can by any means 


penetrate into the infantry, the latter ane no other alternative but 


to fly, to prevent imprifonment or death. ere they { ¢ 

. : ! +! _ ri} 5 
entire iquadrons of Saxon horfe to penetrate; and inthe nnalt of 
that tumult o fmenand horfe. whichthreatened deathand deitr On, 


» ’ ' 
in regiments "in clofe {quare . 


; 
prefence of inied and charged the enemy ir platoons with an admi- 
rable order, as if they were on the place of exercife. Confined 
within thofe living walls, that fpread deftruation, horfe and men fell 
in crowds, and formed hills of flain, Thofe cour: geous fquad- 
rons faw nothing but certain death before them. But mor val- 
t < ne t the ts T ance, attac king the Prufians t once 10 iron 

d rear, fo that they were at laft forced to yield to numbers. The 


‘ . rey ae . 
Saxons were eager after vengeance. ‘The defeat which they ex- 


nerienced twelve vears before, in conjun¢tion with the Auftrians in 


Silefia, where the fate of the Saxons was fo mournful, was {till in 


the memory of thofe warriors; and hence many cried out, whillt 


their fwords cut down every thing before them, ** This is for Stri- 


9 3A | f- 14 1. were ni oc r 

‘¢ sau!” All that their fwords could reach were cut to pieces or 

4p | { 9 a ele 

taact pt f¢ ners. An no tire ormecr were Frederi S hits { iTGS, 
f 

wy rc . 11 A | } mile 

confilting of a thoufand of his ableft men, brought up in the mili 





Ss « 2 — , 
{chool of Potfdam and richly provided wi 


eu toro 


it till everv man was killed, and the 
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covered with their bodies. Therefa’s generals beheld the flain 
Pruffians with the fame fenfations which animated Pyrrhus on be- 
holding the flain, when he firlt fought with the Roman legions. 
The Pruffians left the field of battle to the Auftrians. It was 
evening ; and a part of the Pruflian army, wh ich had conouered, 
made themfelves ready to encamp, and to celebrate the victory. 
Some regiments of horfe were even on the poi int of unfaddhing, 
when the dreadful news reached them, that the battle was loft. and 
that they were to retreat. This retreatof Frederic, with baggage 
and artillery, was effected with fo much military prudence that the 
c 


great exploits of the day were outfhone thereby. ‘The enemy, to 


whom a Pruffian retreat from the field of battle was a profped en- 
tirely new, calmly beheld this fpectacle, and fuffered Frederic to 
retreat uninterrupted in good order. His lofs was 11,000 men 
The Auftrians counted gQooo killed and wounded. Onl: 43 
pieces of cannon fell into their hands. 


( To be continu d.) 


Relation of CHARLES XII. King of Sweden, leing taker 
Prifoner as Varaiza, near Bender. 


Ha VING never found a circumfantial account, in the Englith 
language, of this extraordinary defence of a houfe, we here re- 
late it from Lieutenant General Stee!, who was prefent with the 
king in that affair. It is tranflated from the Swedith Biblictheque 
into French, and here, from the Encyclopedie Militaire ( Decem- 
ber 1772) into Englifh. 
After the Turks and ‘Tartars had blockaded the houfe in which 
king was, for three weeks, they relolved to ftorm it. ‘They 
fire. at it with cannon, the firft of February, 1713, and attacked 


the intrenchments at the fame time. They had juft ended divine 


fervice when the attack began : each ran, at the frit fhor, inftantly 


to his poft and the king rere his horfe, and haftened te the re- 
doubt, which fome Swedes defended w ith § oreat V! ige mur. Notwith- 


ftanding this, they were al taken prifon rs,-and the king only 





, = 
eicaped. 
TT c 


, ’ } af. ons - i 7 . 
ite was purfucd to the very houfe, «nd nothing but his valour 


; . . . . 1 « a 4 
faved him. He did not difmount till he came before the door of 
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During all this, the fire fpread every where through the wain- 
{ot and doors, and they were obliged either to set out of the room 
or perth. They ac yrdingly jumped into the court, which wa: 


filled with the enemy. ‘The king cried: “* Courage; fet us defend 


“7 , -an. Tet the conleauence be as it may.’? 
cives as ionge as We CaM, € conleqite ce be as u may. 


Liat 
> 


Chey now placed their backs againft the wall of the houfe, in 
which pofition they fought defperately, for an hour; but, the root 
filling in; “ Follow me, to the chencery,”. cried the king, and 


| } ; " ; (TI 7? hr 1” e 
loubled his fteps, with an intention, if poth le, to cet through thes 


, ] toceth . > 
hulkKs ; but, unfortunately, his i} urs entangled twogeinc4r; he fell, 
an { the Turks vot upon hu 1, ab upon ull the reit of the Su edes, 





. —o rete , 1 . ’ 
and they were taken pri ) " lhis was at eight o’clock m the 
evening. 

. - J , 7 
Lxtrad jr m an Order Book of an American Colonel, who was taken 


] 


Py t/oner U7: the Battle r f Flathu/b, Long L land. 
Order of Gener at WASHINGTON. 


New-Tort, Aus. 23, 1776. 


TAR « silted ee ree . 

I HEAR the enemy is arrived at Long Ifland, and approaches 
ry . © ae ehe aeme r } 

every hour nearer. The honor and fuccefs of the army, and the 

eood of our bleeding country, depend on our conduét. 

> - 4 


’ v a 
Remember, officers and foldiers, that you are a free people 


sohey or bleffed Hhere- sat flavery will be 7 yy . 
fighting for bleffed liberty——that flavery will be the lot of you and 
wour following neraiinne. i ean dn ant canada + felves lik 
{ I i JW » peel els Olloy you qd ot conauc youriecives ilKke 


: . S1 
men. Remem! ry how your cruel deftrué ors have laughed at your 
courage and zeal, thouch thev know from experience at Bolton, 
d other places, whata few, who volunt irily hioht 
ef hew « mene” a : ln aa nit ercen ‘ oone } 

In their cour Caule, can G gainit mercenat troops. 3¢ 


compofed, yet firm: fire not at too great a diftance, but wait for the 


' ° ’ yy . 
command of your officers. It isthe command of the general! that 
’ r P r 
thoie, who fecrete themfelves, lic down or retreat without « rders, 
, er a ve 
fhall be iattantly fhot for the example of others. Ide hopes there 


is no fuch coward in the army, but on the contrary, that every man 
is refolved, either to conquer or die; and that he will fight, fure of 
the approbation of God, in fo juft a caufe, with courage and firmnefs. 


Trt. af, ! Bes... 1, of} leee f “a J nd may |} erty 
§ hole who ailfinounh ther ves by a coogd conduct, May be Certain 


of reward, and fure of beine diftinguifhed. If they imitate their 
count y other American virtues, tt | doubts not but 
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TO THE, EDITOR OF THE MILITARY REPOSITORY. 


Sir, 


As it will, no doubt, be agreeable to your plan, to colleé& the 
portraits of the moft diitinguifhed military characters in our country, 
{ fend you a fketch of one, who ranks high in the fcale of public 
opinion, not only for the part he acted during the war of inde- 
pendence, but alfo for his late brilliant fucceffes againft the confe- 
derate Indians and British at the Rapids of the Miamis. I could 
have wifhed that this product of a few hours amufement had _ been 
rendered more perfeét and pleafing to the eye of a true artilt ; but 
the unfinifhed {tate of the original from which this was taken, and 
the want of fufficient practice in the executor have prevented ; 
however, he conceives it will be gratifying to fome, to be prefented 
even with the caricature of a man of fuch extraordinary {kill and 
undaunted courage. While we deprecate the horrors of an Indian 
war; while we revere the characters of thofe men, who, in times 
paft, encountered the fevereft trials, and braved death in every 
fhape, in order to eftablifh our freedom and independence, the 
Hero of Stoney-Point, and the Victor at the Rapids of the Mia- 
mis, will not be forgotten. 
January 15th, 1796. W. 


—— 


ON THE INTERNAL DEFENCE OF FORTS. 


M AJOR General Bernhard Virgin who has the fuperintendency 


of the fortifications in Sweden, has in his work entitled ‘ La d- 


ferfe des places mifes en equilibre avec les aitaques favantes et furieufes 


d’au jourdbui,’ given a more full and fatisfactory account of the 
manner in which forts ought to be defended, than ever was done 
before. His plans and remarks for putting forts in fuch a ftate, 
that they may refift a fuperior force as long as poflible, are new, and 
merit the attention of every engineer who withes to rife in his pro- 
fefhon. 

In my opinion, therefore, I cannot render my readers a more 
acceptable fervice, than to give them the outlines of the work. I 
is divided into two parts. 
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Ihe { rd part fhe: 
’ 
} lscd toizZcs aha 
Cortre . 
— » ds 
ij ne molt mmportant 
‘ 
repolitory with occalt 
introduchion to the frit part, 
Alipol nt ¢t uths with 


written the above work. 


fent at no leis than eig 


i¢c Low Countries. 


| fon > > 
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fer, im the courfe of one c: mpaign, we may take three, four, o1 
more fortified places. Faults, therefore, committed in the fiege of 
the f; it, n \ be repaired in the fe of the fu ce od lg ones. Shor ld 
the war continue for any time, it is excellent means of improving 
in the art ot befieging, without being expofed to fuffer a heavy lofs. 
Quite dificrent is the internal defence of any place. Forts alrea- 


dy conttructed, cannet eafily be altered or converted. For this 


- > on “ante le fime : »ceflarc, |} sare _ — 
purpoie, very confiderable fums are neceflary, befidcs more tim 


and labour than political circumftances will fometimes permit. The 
defence, therefore, remains imperfect, as the works will not hold 
out againit a regular and obftinate fiege. With this evil another is 
cosnected of no lefs importance. The art of defen ling our mo- 
dern imperfe& works, as far as their fituation allows them to be de- 
fended, ts not eafily to be ucquired ; becaufe the engineers who are 
e made prifoners with the garrifon, 


The knowledge, therefore, they may have acquired in the firifl 


place, wherein they have been befieged, they can neither apply nor 
J 4 > 4  ) - 
orng to further perfection. Thefe are the impediments which 


have occafioned the art of defending fortreffes to be fo verv im- 


prizine that places do not hold: 
at ** ey —=s F -—* - awe 4a . . 
, 


longer, and that they are feldom or ever well defended. And 


perfect. It is not, therefore, fur 


«! .e . . f, ! 3 . / , J > 
us 1s, in no {mall degree, connected with the belt method of for- 


tying poits or garmfons. For if it w equally well known how 


' lofes Boe of » fied . “a _ at ' 
to detend piace that 1s befre ved. as it iS, how to attack to tne 
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fortifying are not to be held up as perfed fyftems of fortificatron. 
It may be afked whether it 1 ibfolutely neceffary to have been en- 
gaged in the defence yf forts to invent a new and more pe rfe& man- 
ner ol fortifying them. It is true the fiege of Landau, fo much 
celebrated in hiftory, which continued near three years, was the 
means of Reinflerns giving to the world his incomparable fyftem 
of fortification. Buc it is equally certain that Mallet and Schetier, 
who were prefent at that fiege, have'in their rules for the defence 
of forts, given nothing new on the fub 


Whatever experrence we may have in befieging and in being be- 


¢ 
feged, or whatever p cal knowledge we may have acquired by 
the number of new forts ereéted, thefe will never lead to any thing 
excellent, r not aiac { by i creatiy > genius who can | bour with 
indefatigable induftry, who can throw away the yoke of prejudice, 


and difregard the path in which his predeceffors have uniform- 
ly trodden. Ne th rm ft he fei too great ¥ | 

duction of his genius which would intallibly lock . the door to ill 
fut Ire enquiries. 


| 
: 
But «where thall we find fo fertile a genius, bleffed with fuch 


talents? \Who will be ani erable, that he thal! not | ked upon 
asan enthufialt, by the military vulear, who vwociferate like geele 
at the appearance of every novelty? 

ss 


Until fuch an exalted genius thail appear, we will do all in o 
power to labour for the pre fent age, and that of an impartial po! 
terity. All pr verefs in the {ciences ts attained but } flow ¢ I . 
and littl $s perk ned at the frlt outfer. Ww will, } ' ver, try 


| , , | stril . et! | 
t e tor ' ‘ er 1 to contribute fomet! ine at lealt f rT the 





{vhe: 1 oT fort fic bari » ¥ nrevent the danger | 7 { i if te, 
by tv iy sure er of its forts, if they may t ne 
"Times have cl ange . ina Me a vel and { und ! I } tea 3, 
that we allo fhou'd change our {vflem not to be uaf 
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no more fervice than the common walls round a town. Of wha 


ufe are fuch forts as will fcarce hold out as many davs as they have 
colt millions to conftra&t them? What advantage d they offer 
if an enemy can in a fingle campaign, take half a dozen of them 
only with detachments from the main army ? In this manner, more 


provinces are loft in one campaign, where { >a fingle fort ouch: 


to have been taken. Odltend and Candia have foftoined fleges of 


from two tothree years continuance. I! fortreffes are to be 


fu-rendered to an enemy every three weeks with feveral hondred 
pieces of cannon; if the enemy, in the courfe of a campaign bytaking 
of thefe forts, makes a whole army prifoners; if t! ; followed by 


the lavine walte of the (tate, and the lofs of thoufands of its bef (yb- 


sects; it may be alked where is the advantage of fuch forts ? 
5 
> 


what end tend the enormous expenc 
repairs? Obitinately to periift in the er 
lowed by the deftruction of 

the {tate, in havi g tur 


yeThon anc delo 


lation. 
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hardthips of a fiege with unremitting labor? Or was it wholly 
made up of the worit of troops, of deferters? What vas the cha- 


, ‘5 2. os a > . | r 

ractcr of the governor: ves he aman “ hofe courage grows Warm 
. ’ - . ? 

with dan ver, Or one ¥ hole head and heart fail on the fmalleft re 


UW’ 


yerife of fortune? Were there engineers in the fort who knew how 


its defence entrulted to thofe whofe ne } us 
ve {fcience of duilling a recruit? To underftand the art of 


to cetend one, or ¥ 


uite 7 wa ft 
defending 2 fortrefs to the laft extremity, ts the only way by which 
in the prefent age, an ofhcer can immortalize his reputation. 

Few officers ever attain to the rank of lieutenant general, and 
if they fhould once be fo fortunate to beat the enemy at fome fa- 


vourable moment, the glory of the action foon dies away. But 


the cafe is widely different in underftanding how to defend well 


g 
a fortrefs. More knowledge more fortitude, more lafting cou- 
rage is required in conducting: this latter object, than to come off 
victorious in a fkirmith or even in a general engagement. It is true 
] | ‘ | | » ’ cr , 
the firit arrangement or plan of the battle is the work of the gene- 
rai, but the reiuit is that of Chance. sxceiient as the meaiures 
’ e . eral has take ae h int 
may have been which the general has taken, one lucky or unlucky 
inftant is often fufficient either for gaining a victory or for an ar- 
nv’s being routed At fiege > are fn t} } © ene. 
my s being routec Ait a uege we are for months with our e¢ 
mies in view. Every advance which they make is attended with 
’ j 1 1.f- P 


. > | r , , = 
danger and the lofs of their bet tri ops. hen only, if they con- 


| ? y 
demolifh the houfes 


‘ a bnee ame y me A ~_ 
vert the fe into a heap of rubbifh, if they fes, 


if the whole garrifon is buried under the falling materials it is 


allowed forthe enemy to raife their ftandard on the ruins. (See 
an account of the fege of Elmo in the hiflory of the knights of Malta.) 
It has not without reafon, therefore, been afferted that the colonel 
ofacorps of engineers to whom the defence of a fort is entrufted, 
may acquire infinitely more glory, than a field-marfhal, who has 
the | to command under his fovereign the firit line in a day of 
battle, and whofe name will foon ff into eternal oblivion, whilll 
the names of th lefenders of Grave, of Mentz, and of 
Kolberg, will be 1 rded in military annals to the lateft polte- 


the Vali detenders of a fo: {s as well as to the held-m ly 
‘aa : i em 
who with the colorsin his hand, dies the glorior thot ahero. 
t, , ! 
; . « a, aT 
the eight fieges at which I was prefent in the years 1745 and 
, sn . , , ~ @ 
1746, were I difpofed 1 critical remarks, how feldom fort 


wns was neither tui 





are weil defended. The artillery in thofe 
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° : - _ /- : ehafe norec wher : 
ciently covered, nor was it diftributed in thofe parts where it 
; r ] ’ - . " 
could be uied to moit advantage. It IS TrUC, A UTLA HTS WaS, at 

$ 
firft made uponthe befiegers, but this the enemy foon nced, and 


r : . are | ttle 
1e entrenchments were afterwards fuffered to fo on with littie or 


+) 

ua 
: rcs fc . } — } 

no oppofition. I have myfelf feen the fappers digging in the 


, ' . 1 ° P 1 . 
trenches in broad day-light, without one fhot beiag fred on them 


; 
2 
a 


from the fort, in erder to make the men ceafe v 


. es - Per a mente 
made the enemy fo bold, that they carried on the entrenchments 


without the leaft apprehenfion, and with much greater rapidity 
than they otherwife could have done. Ihe aim of the befiegers 
was not difcovered till it was too late to counteract them. ‘fhe 


hefieged were furprifed at the breaches that were made, which 
they did not occupy and t) erefore defended t badly. Much 
might he faid on the many errors committed by thole who had the 
defence of thofe places. I touch upon them orly to thew 
that the fudden furrender of a fort muft not always be attributed 
to the prefent mode of fortifying. It is in vain to expect a fort 
will hold out to the laft extremity, however well con(tructed, if 
thofe who have the command of it, are not men of {kill and expe- 
rience. How cana general who was never before at a fiege, and 
aflifted by engineers of as little experience as himfelf, defend a fort 
againit an artful and able attack? Profound knowledge, and not a 
little experience, are neceffary to fill with honor the poft of com- 
manding offieer in a befieged fort. Such kind of oficers are not 


every where to be met vith. To defend a fortrefs well, fays 


Cohorn, requires as much fkill as to erectone. ‘T’o compenfate as 


. . a , , 1 od 
much as poflible for the want of able men, there fhould be, in every 


fort, written inftructions, explaining how it may be beft defended. 


Thefe inftruGtions thould be drawn up by an able officer, and 


remain fealed up till the fort is befieged. In this manner there 


-- 


would {till be much judgment required, to execute the plan that 


had been laid down; but a man of genius or information would 
always be able at leaft to derive from it fome utility. 

The commanding officer of a fort has {till further means of 
acquiring knowledge on the beit means of defending a place, by 
reading the accounts of the fieges it has already fuftained, and 
remarking the mode in which it was formerly attacked. It would 
be unpardonable in an officer who would not endeavour to acquire 
fuch knowledge, efpecially ifthofe accounts had long been publith- 
ed to the world. If the governor of Namur, when that city was 


: = * } ~ ’ , 1 i os ' 
echeged in the year 1746, had read the critical remarks of the 
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marquis de Feuquiere, on the fiege of that iplace in 1695; he 
would foon have difcovered the intention of the befieger, who made 
a breach in the horn-work before St. Nicholas’s-gate, by which 
they entered and farprifed the garrifon on that fide. 

At this latter fiege the very fame ftratagem was made ule of 
that had been practifed in a former one, ‘The counterfcarp was 
formed from the froat of the horn-work, and troops were at the 
fame time fent along the Meufe'to a place which joins to the 
wing of the horn-work, At laft thefe troops penetrated a breach 
made by the batteries on this part from the other fide of the river. 
By this feint, thofe who were defending the horn-work were at- 
tacked in the dank, arid four or five hundred men were thus cut 
off from the town and made prifoners. The taking of the horn- 
work foon followed by that of the town as a neceflary confequence. 

Upon the Dutch officers who were taken prifoners being intro- 
duced to marfhal Lowendahl, one of them faid te him with no 
fall degree of fimplicity: ‘We did not think, marfhal, you 
would have attacked us in that quarter ;’ 
faughing, replied; “ I beg your pardon, gentlemen, for not having 
given you notice before hand of the fide on which I meant to 


’ to which the general, 


attack you.” 

It is very amazing, that in fuch an important fortrefs as Namur, 
which paffed under the infpection ef Vauban and Cohorn, thofe 
weak places um the borders of the Meufe near St. Nicholas’sgate 
lave not been put into a better ftate of defence. The front of the 
horn-work fhould be fo conftructed, that it could not be taken in 
flank, and this is the more neceffary, as the fortrefs has been feve- 
ral times gained by that means. 

There are no obitacles to prevent thisbeing accomplifhed. It 
would be a work worthy of an able engineer, who poffeffes a tho- 
rough knowledge both of the art of attacking and that of entrench- 
If he did not poffefs both thefe, kz would never 
With refpecst fo the deferce of forts, it 


ing fortreffes. 
accomplith the objec. 
would be a very in{tructive work, if exaa@ and 
were publifhed in every fortrefs that were befieged, of all the orders 


egular journals 


that were given from time to time, and the different manceuvres 
of the enemy. ‘Thofe written by Landfberg are excellent in 
their kind; what makes them fo valuable, are the critical remarks 
of that able engineer on the different faults committed in the fieges 


at which be was prcfent. 
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This would make us amends for the want of fufficient inform 
aad “—e 
on refpecting any fingle parts of a good defence, which is to be 


fought for in vain, in the writings of engineers. 7] he 


‘f an attack feems to have infpired them witha kind of ent! 


i 
afm and their memoranda and prefcriptions on that part of the art 
of war are abundantly ample. But of the defence of forts, 
{peak only in general termis, as ifa brave defence was not equally 
meritorious with a {pirited attack; nay, I will aver it is itil m 


{o : becaufe it is more honourable to have withftood a funcrior pow - 
er with lefs force, than to contend with equal ftrength. Bet 
jultice is more frequently on the fide of him who defends : y 


| y » dates >  facee hae or r , - : 
doctrine of the acience of forts has never been iV GULY id!IG GOWN 


’ 
' P at al Pai ta’ te ' .e. — ' ' 
as tnat of the attack. aguvan, i nls treatiie on the atta na 
} —_ cg sh enes e 4. ' : iF ef: f. } } 
deience of fortifications, dweit very ijuperhicioufly on the latter. 
d i 


ry’ . | . . ts eae toe onl 
l'o aid the attack, it was he wh 
4 Rive is +h he { ] 


are fo deftructive to guns or the enemy. Dut Ae the nt 10 


‘ i one 
yinvented the ricoc/ 


of the art of defence in forts. that he propol 


ating the fatal effects of thefe fhots. Yet thefe means are very 
fimple, and confit only in raifing the outward 


which would in other refpects be very ufeful, and in crofs walls 
at diferent diftances on the ramparts of the work. 
oe ad 


It is very furprifing that we fhould have been fo long expofkd 


© 


tothe deftructive powers of this artifice; which owed its ins 


and fuccefs to the careleffnefs of engineers in conftruding their | 
and the ill confequence of which might have been ob 
moit fimple means. No doubt Vaulen had his reafons { 

immediatly publifhing thefe counter-means. Molt probut : did 
not like to ftifle in its birth this invention of the ricocheA whi 
gave him fo great a name, and to which he was indebted for hay- 


ing taken fo many forts. Befides, he fet out with this invention 


. } ~ : ‘ ‘ " 
at atime when a!!l the firft heads in France were filled with the 
{pirit of conquelt, it is not therefore, fo very aftonithing, that he 


} ! ! : - : ' ’ —_ ‘ c . 
iho ld be fo releived in laying down rules ior a detentive | m 
é < = 


of fortulication. 


Als 1 . S «a = : > } 
Alth Ud.) OU Moai eclebrated cneineers wao hav > written On 
#} ames SC fanceshect ne % be om sribe Oo; 
th fcien e of ftortiications have left nol utructis ns $ to t! e be it 
: ' , def mre } ’ } : 
means of cefending forts, they have not been deficient in la 
‘ ‘ 2 


down a multiplicity of rules for making them as impregnable 
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of thofe who are at the head of aflairs, win 
t belt concerted pl 
na beit concertec pian. 
1 ne ad 
liances, tne engineers ftand fully exe ulpated. 


rcircum{tance in whicl 


1 they juftly merit cen- 


g as the time 


yan error of as Jong ftandin 
ers built by our anceltors were transformed into 


n of cannon and mortars which followed that 


a ly neceflary, in order to 


rn 1 1 ° . ’ 
fuch terrib'e and inftantaneous engines of general deftruc- 


folid bodies which would not only make a power- 


alfo enable the fame means te be made ufe of in 


: 1 y : . TaT 
as were employed in getting pe flefhon of them. 


beft anfwered bv the invention of baflions, and 


two centuries continua! 


y labour- 


to greater perfeftion. It muft be admitted, that 
reafons for changing the ancient fyftem of 


the inventors of the modern, are cenfured for 


the intentions of our anceflors, and for neoleét- 


































MILITARY REPOSITORY. 63 


fcend from the walls into the town, as the ramparts in me {towns 
were likewife encircled by a wall of confiderable height. It was 
ftentimes more dificult to get dver this fecond wali than upon the 
outward one. If the enemy had got poffeflion of one gate, or by 
any means had introduced themfelves into the town, they were 
obliged to commence an attack upon the towers, in order to be en- 


tirely mafters of the town, as was the cafe at the fiege of Stock. 
holm in 1495. At that period of time v@ were not confider- 
ed as mafters of a town, for having had a polygon im our pofied- 
fion. 

Ancient hiftory records many inftances of fuch a brave and 


valiant defence. We will indulge ourfelves in the liberty of ad- 


bicdl 


ducing one from the annals of Sweden. 


Ina very fevere winter, in the year 1496, the Swedes were be- 
fieged by the Rufhans at Wyourgh, tn Finland. Twotowers had 
been converted intoa heap of rubbifh, and a confiderable breach 
made even in athird. The Swedes entrenched themfelves behind 
the breach, which was attacked with the utmoft fury by between 


’ - ; 4 - - . * 
two and three thoufand Rufhans. At the fame time, {caling lad. 


ders were fixed acain{t the walls bet» een the towers that had been 
demolifhed. ‘] he affuult was carried, and the Rufhans mounted 
the ramparts. Not being able to extend themfelves on account of 
fome adjoining towers which the Swedes ftill had eir noel. 
fion, they endeavoured to make their wav into the town. As the 

however, had a ver 1 wal ; round it, the Ruf- 


rampart, 
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by rec mmendin rH rnal ditch. wi , he fthewse in wh 4 
ner it may be dt fends |; and hk {eo b- pt ~~ ranet on 
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eet entire poll 1 of the fort, t i} 
poly or rthe other. In encagements hes i 

Vi have not al. - ome off « ng rors | > defeated 


ther ought the lofs of one or to bath to be foll 1 by 
of a fort as a neceflary confequer we than t hefe 
a battallion or t », | that of the wl le vy. W V fhould 
baftions furrender, one after r, without making the leaf 
fiftance, becaufe two of » happen to have been taken | 
enemv? Is not this fuficient to thew the weaknefs of our 
Does not this fuficiently demonftrate how fur w » int! 
fpe&, behind hand with our anceftors? 


, 7 1 cr y 
Reinplern alfo propofes, for the internal f 
, ry ' 
forts, fortifying different part the tor t, 
: Be ! j 
ever, 1s by no meat A] 
ereat mi nefs in a hiff of the Northern ftates, w 
, | ’ "y 
ove three hun cd ‘y § ACO] } rT 
‘ 1) 
e. 2 crit } i of oul il t in nd 
} 

t hig th ‘ ves, -]] j | ° ° . 
my se we ! ! 
tino eV h of cround with é : . 

‘ . , 1, tl el d jog t} | 
: ; 
enemy. by retirino into the town, and! un 
' ’ ' 
the houfes. FE-ach houfe had but one entrance, and retor 


sht be confidered a parate red 
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vent the enemy’s forming themfelves on the rampart, which 
would, in the end, have enfured them the entire poffefion of 
the place. But if they had connected the towers they had _ereét- 
ed in different parts of the town, with the internal wall of the 
ramparts, fo that they both commanded the ftreets, and gave a 
fide defence to the internal wall, the intention would then have 
been completed of having given the town an internal defence, and 
La Valette would have been the ftrongeft fort in Europe. It is 
a very humiliating remark to make, in favour of the human un- 
derilanding, that the mind often perceives a truth which it inftant- 
ly lofes, and does not recover again till after it has made many cir- 
cuitous paths. 

From all thefe confiderations itis evident, that Reinpler’s plan 
of fortifying the different quarters of a town was not unkno“n to 
our anceftors; nor was that of his internal ditch, which, accord- 
ing to De Ville in p. 133 of his work, iad been propofed by an 
engineer, when Leghorn was fortified, with this difference how- 
ever, that no parapet was placed onthe fide of the town. It was 
intended to place this parapet on the oppofite fide of the ditch, 
afed the woiks unneceflarily; a proof 


how difficult it is, fometimes, to perceive the truth, even whea 


AN EVLOGIUM, SACRED TO T E MEMORY OF THE LATE MAJOR- 
GENERAL WARREN, WHO FELL June 17th, av THE 


BATTLE OF BREED’ S-HILL. 


vr 
VW HEN an amiable man with a promifing family of children 


perifhes in the bloom of life, every friend to humanity mutt fhare 


in the diltrefs which fuck a calamity oceafions in the circle of his 
acquaintances. I his diltrefs is heightened when we hear that the 
virtues of the man were blended with the exalted qualities of the 


patriot. We mfe in our exprefions of grief, when we are told 


that he poffeffed not only the zeal of a patriot, but the wifdom, the 


. . er > ‘ “-* > ] 
integrity and cloquence of a fenator:—But, when we hear that 


1 ° ’ , 
thofe fhining qualities were crowned with the patience, the magna- 
nimity, and the intrepidity of a warrior, we are led to contemplate 


ene of the molt aueu't chara@tcrs in human nature. When fucha 
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man falls, crief is dumb—and el quen 


t not expref 


mufe eulogiums which it canno 


Such were our feelings upon hearing of the death of the illuf- 
- 

A trious General Warren, who fell on the 17th of June at the head 
4 of a detachment of the American irmy near Boiten. It is im- 
+ pofhble to do juftice to his full-orbed character. He filled cach of 
* the numerous departments in life that were afligned to him fo well, 

bs that he feemed born for no other. He had glifpl: yed in the 

q courfe of three and thirty years all the talents and virtues of the 

“je man, the patriot, the fenator, and the hero. He was ualike the 

6 Spartan General only, in not expiring in the ar Zs 4 vi (Orv. 
r But even in this unfortunate event he has ferved his country, for 

he has taught the fons of freedom in America. that the laurel 
may be engrafted upon the cyprefs, and that true glory tiay be 





a >quired not only in the arms of victory, but in the arms ef death. 


ae. If our ple fures are exalted in proportion to thesextent and de- 


grees of our benevolence, how fhall- we decide thofe pleafures 
"or which the hero tecls v ho perforn s the hicheft a&@& of benevolence 
f to mankind, in dying in defence of the liberties of his country. 
ut He enjoys a prelibation the moit like the joys of heaven that 
f 


, : 7’ 
rk mortals can tafte upon earth. He partaxes ot the nature end hap- 


Say iluftri fhade! What new refentments kindled in thy 
bofom at the profpect of executing vengeance upon the foes of li- 
berty ?—Say, what were the tranfports of thy mind when the 
tice rept led enemy fled before thy powerful arms ?—But when, 


alas! born down with numbers, thou walt forced to retreat, and 
death fhewed his commiffion to the ball that pierced thy bofom. 
Oh! fay, what joy thrilled after it, at the | rolpect of having thy 
brows encircled with the patriots crown of martyrdom ?—Tell 
me ye brave Americans who beheld our hero fall.—Did he not in 
his laft moments pour forth his ufual expreflions of loyalty to the 
crown of Britain, and his wonted prayers for the welfare of his 
couutry? Did he not in flattering accents call upon his fellow 
foldiers to forg. this death, and to revenge his country’s wrongs 
alone?—Oh! he breatlies his lait?——Croud not too cl! fely on his 


fhade ye holv minifters of heaven. Make room for yonder 
—s ce 4 a 8 ane "9 ath : semhkrace : 
fyirit. It is the illuftrious Hampden who flies to embrace him, 
and pointing tothe wound that deprived him of life, in a confit 
,* , 


ower above a hundred years ago, he claims the 


' 
to tne fe 


— 
a 
~> 
c 
Cc 
= 
=) 
| 
- 
2 
= 
3 
~ 


= ? 
"IVS Us petiect ioecrtv and 


‘ 
= 


nefs. 
















































: 
e 
} 
b} 


MILITARY REPOSITORY. 


— 





a 


How ineffable are the delights of heaven to a virtuous lover of 


liberty? ‘Io behold the power of the fovereign of the univerfe, di- 
rected by unerring wifdom, and limited by the eternal laws of 
juttice !—To fee perfection in government, confifting in the hap- 
pinefs of every member that compofes it! To enjoy the moft 
perfect freedom, and yet to chufe nothing but fuch things as are 
Thefe, bleffed thade, 


fha!! now conftitute a part of thy enjoyments. Oh ! couldft thoutell 


aoreeable to the will of the Supreme Being. 


us what other pleafures now occupy thy capacious mind! Doeft 
thou {till direct by an invifible influence the councils of thy native 
colony? Doeft thou {till infpire whole battallions of thy country- 
men with courage, and lead them on to danger and glory ?—Thefe 
we know would bea happinefs fuited to the benevolence and acti- 
vity of thy fpirit, and we hope not an inferior part of the happi- 
But it is not for mortals to pry too minutely into 


4 


nefs of heaven. 
the fecrets of the invifible world. 

What a noble fpectacle is the body of ahero who has offered up 
his life as a ranfom for his country ! Come hither ye vindictive 
W hat 


atonement can you make to his children for the lofs of fuch a fa- 


minifters, and behold the firft fruits of your bloody ediés. 


ther? And to your country for the lofs of fuch a member of fo- 


ciety? You may now recall your military executioners. There 


you may fatiate your luft for arbitrary power; you have flain its 
moft implacable enemy. 

Come hither ye mercenary wretches who are hired to commit 
murder upon your fellow-fubjects, and behold the victim of your 
cruelty. You have no tears to fhed over a brother whom you have 
butchered, for you have given up your title to humanity- You 
have ccafed to be men, and we have nothing to expe from you 
but the vices of flaves. We only befeech you not to infult the bo. 


dy of our departed hero. Spare the anguifh of an aged mother, 
whofe affectiun extends to the corps of her beloved fon. You have 
Sheath your 
fwords. You have performed an exploit which has filled up the 


and while the name of liberty is dear to 


nothing now to fear from his eloquenee or his arms. 


meafure of your infamy, 
Americans, the name of /V’erren will fire our hearts, ‘and nerve 


our arm againit the execrable mifchief of {landing armies. 


Come hither ye military champions for American liberty and 
1 ! ’ 2 ’ 

glory, come and behold a {pectacle that fhall roufe in your bofoms 
ee : 

new pring iples of courage and ambition. Mark! the widening 


\ 


1.4 Lae man , alare @ } o 
lure of that path of glory which he trod. 


ee eae 
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Come hither American fathers and mothers, and behold the fad 
earne(ts of arbitrary power, behold your friend, your fellow-citizen, 
one of the guardians of your liberty, the pride of your country, the 
pillar of your hopes, beheld this hero covered with blood and 


wounds. But paufe not too long ia bedewing his body with your 
tears. Fly to your houfes, and tel] your children the paiticulars 
of the melancholy tight. Chill their young blood with hiftories of 
the crue!ty of tyrants, and make their hair to ftand on end, with 
defcriptions of the horrors of flave ry, equip them immediately for 
he ficld, thew them the ancient charter of their privileges. 
Point to the roofs under which they drew their firft breath and 
fhew them the cradles in which they were rocked. Cal! unoe 


heaven to profper their arms, and charge them, wit! 


~ 
a 
t 
+ 
a 


yer 


adieu, to conquer, or, like [VYarren, to die in the arms of liberty 


and glory. 
o P 


a 


American War. 


[ Continued fr m page 13. | 


AFTER the battle of Breeds-hill, which did not laft above an 
hour, and which, on account of the fmall number of troops en- 


“1 +h 


gaged, the great numbers killed, and the bravery fhewn on b 


fides 


1 


, 


belones tothe moit extraordinary in the hittory of wars, the 


colonies calt their eves on the province of Canada. Surrounded by 
rivers and lakes, and ftretching from Nova Scotia in an oblong di- 
rection, alntolt to the fouthern extremity of Pennfy!rania, it was 
ar ae . i “£4 : ce. ee ode 
conveniently fituated for hoftile invafion; and would, if reduced, 
1 
t 


prove a mot important ac } ifition. 


Ticonderoga and Crown Point, the former fituated at the north 
end of Lake George, and the latter near the fouthern extremity of 
Lake Champlain, form the gates of that quarter of Canada. ‘I hefe 
po(ts had already been fecured in the following manner. A num. 


F . . oF nlemnea 1, Dome fae nlveatain 
ber of volunteers in Conne& cut} nnedt ic icheme for obt lung 


i offeffion of thefe valuable pofts. Having made the necefliry pre- 
parations, and collected 270 men, chrefly of that brave and h rdy 
people, called green mount in boys, they rendefvouzed at Caftle- 
ton, where they were joined by Colonel Arn id trom Cambridge. 
Having arrived at Lake Cham; lain oppofite Ticonderoga, in the 


night, Colonel Arnold and Allea, with $3 men, croffed over at 


the dawn of day, entered the fort without refitance, and called 


upon the commander, wo was ye* in bed, to durrender the fort, 
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prevented the execution of the defign. The governors party 





vas fuffered to come near the fhore, but was then fired upon with 





fuch effet, as to make them retire with great lofs. 
After this the garrifon of St. John’s furrendered. About soo 





reculars and 100 Canadians became pritoners tp the provinctals 







aay amis 





They alfo acquired 39 pieces of cannon, feven mortars, two 





howitzers, and about 800 ftand of arms. 





ru*} ' e c 9° Roe 1 A i? 
# While the fiege of St. fohn’s was pendi 3} Colone] Alien, 
E who was returning with about 8o men from a ta on which he 






had been fent by his General, was capture d by'the Britith near 





Aner | ! Badd esmete 3 . adil tm ol — = - : > 
Montreal, loaded with irons, and in that conditjon fent to Eng- 
} 











rd¢ Montreal. Th 







~ I Dt © 

few Britith forces there, unable to fland their iground, repaired 

for fafety on board the fthipping in hopes af efcaping down 
hs . I 5S i } i oO 

‘ - : | ‘ , . . 

g the river; but they were prevented by Colénel Ezfton, who 

was ftationed at the point of Sorel river with a body of continen- 

4 é 
4 


* 


» fome cannon, lan armed gondola, Gencral Pref- 
-_ . 





tal tr 





1 


cot, who was on board, with feveral officers ar 





1 C ff, 





+ yates, havine no chance of elc pi o, fubmitted to be made pri- 
- foners on terms of capitulation. Eleven fail of veffels, full of am- 





: a's 7 bs ei ; - s : 2 . 
munition, proviions, ana intrenchiug to ! » fell intothe hands ot 


j 
the provi cials. Governor Carleton ef aped in a boat with muf- 












Stra. 


, ’ 11 P ol A he 1 - —_ 
t i pa i ites by i fecret way, to the lhree RIVETS, and arrived 


ns in Montreal, 
and fending detachments into diferent parts of the province, ad- 


vanced towards Q icbee, where } iS little 





rmy arrived with expe- 





Lean Telit . } Jon he ardanr 5 ho ner: 
ation. Nothing Cor ld Gamp the ardour of thc imericans Not- 







7 oe 1 -_ : ! ’ . noni 
withftanding the depth of winter was at hand, Colonel Arnold 







as 





formed a defien of penetrating with a detachment of one thoufanc 


troo; 






rent. 









ments to land and to haul their batteau up rapid ftream , and 









over falis of rivers. 


{fwamps, thick woods, and craggy precipices alternatively to en- 





counter. 
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gether, through forefts fo embarrafled, that their progrefs was only 


four or five milesaday. Inceflant fatigue, and the want of provi- 
fions, caufed many men to fall fick ‘ rom this caufe, one third of 
the number which fet our were obliged to return; the reit pro- 


H wing {p nt thirty 


ig any 


the inhabited parts of Canada. 


ceeded with unabated fortitude and con(tancy. 
! ; = “r71 *- 
one days in traverfing a hideous wildernefs, withoutever {ceir 


t kk ngth reached 


Ne, uae V “a. ~hin 
Arnold arrived Point Levy, oppofite to Quebec, before 
Montgomery left Montreal. Such s the confternation of the 
garrifon and inhabitants at this unexpected appearance, that had not 


attack in the fi {t furprife and 


d enterprife of one 


the nver intervened, an immediate 
conlufion, night have been fuccefsful. The bo : 
American army m: 
fuccefs 


, Pp . ‘ , e , rr 
cifferent direction, {trucl terror into tne brea({ts of thole 


rching through the wildernefs, at a time when 
ing of another invading in a 
Cana- 


ly to the defigns of Congrets. In a few 


was crowning every undertak 


dians who were unfriend 
days, alter 


ver S:. Lawrence; but his 


\rnold had arrived at Point Levy, he croffed the ri- 


chance of fucceeding bya coup de 


main was in that thort {pace greatly diminifhed. ‘The critical mo- 


5 rr . 
ment was patt. [he panic occafioned by his firft appearan nee had 
abated, and folid preparations for the defence of the town were 


adopted. At the time the Americans were before Montreal, 
{ 


General Carleton, as has been related, efcaped through thew hands 


and got fafe to O on c. His prefence was itfelf a garrifon. The inha- 


efle d, unite d 


sf. On as 


bitants, both Eng rand Canadian d: nger pref 

for their common defence.\The failors were taken from the thipping 
intheh r,and put tothe batterics on ities As Colonel Arnold 
had no artillery, after parading fome days on the heights near Que- 
bec, he drew off his troops, intending nothing more. until the arrival 


n to cut of {uppiic 


hiritot December Gene 


‘s from entering the garrifon. 


al Mont; woniery effected 


f Montvomery, t 


On t} ayunc- 


Point aux Trembles. 


. Ral . 
tion Witn & kone) 
"l"} seae at = 1 ™_ a Soae f oom fn fh 3 

4 lege of evec was then commencea; but it may firit be 


in order 


du 
~ 


to con- 
That 
is feparated from the 


iption of the town, 


vevab ttcr idea how It Was attacr d, and how defended. 


ne ry to on fhort defer 


part of it which is called the Lower Lown, 


Upper, by an inacceflible precipice, in the centre of which isa nar- 
row road, cut out of the rockt 
} 


hat leads to the Higher Town. The 
¢ of the river, is fomewhat better 


nee to the 


diftance at thr: nlace to the ec 
j 


} « ’ 
than one hundred Vy rds ; irom extreme encs, tre 


* Sha 
rock grows gradually narrower, till the precipice admits ¢ 


row of houfes below it. 
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The Lower Town forms nearly the figure of a half moon; this is, 
likewife, the fhape of the Higher ‘Town, with regular baftions and 
curtains facing the country, running acrofs from-the precipice on 
one fide to the precipice on the other, from (ato f. See Plan 
No. LI.) No pl. ce can be better fituated for a defence. There are 
three gates out of the Upper Town. St. Lewis gate, marked 
( fiz. 1.) St. John’s gate (/ ) and Palace gate ( m ), all built with 
ftone and brick. Between the Upper and Lower Town is a 
ftockaded gate. 


In the Lower Town, the merchants chiefly live, and have their 


. 


ware houfes, fhops, &c. for the convenience of receiving goods 
from the fhips. In it alfo is a Cul du Sac, (fig. 3.) where the 
fhipping winter with fafety from the ice. Directly facing this, on 
the fouth fhore of the river St. Lawrence, at the dillance of nearly 
one Englifh mile, is Point Levy, on which Gen. Monkton the 
preceding war had his batteries, and from whence he almoft def. 
troyed the Lower Town. Here the Americans; in the courfe of 
the fiege, (April 4.) brought four pieces of cannon, which did bet 
little damage to the fhipping, and none to the town, their guns be- 
ing only 12 pounders. About half a mile to the northward is the 
river St. Chorles, where ts an old French work, called St. Roche. 

General Montgomery, upon his arrival before Quebec, found, 
that this place was not to be taken by raifing batteries ; however, 
by 
opening a {mall battery of five fix pounders and one howitzer, with. 


to intimidate the French inhabitants and merchants, he began 


in feven hundred yards of St. John’s gate. At the fame time, he 


Ceret . — 1, } 1 « ’ . 4 fins ° 
furrender, to pre nt the dreadiul comiequences ot a korm : but 


the inflexible firmnefs of the governor could not be moved either 
by threats or dangers. 

The garrifon of Quebec at this time confifted of about 1320 
men, of which S00 were militia. ‘The American army were not 
above 800 flrong. Some had been left at Montreal, and near a 
third of Arnold’s detachment, as has been related, had returned te 
Cambridge. This force was too infignificant to attempt the re- 
duction of a place fo ftrongly fortified. General Montgomery, 
however, from a native intrepidity and an ardent thirft for glory, 
overlooked all dangers, and refolved at ence either to carry the 
place or perifh in the attempt. Trufting much to his goed fortune, 
confiding in the bravery of his troops, and depending fomewhat oa 


the extenfivenefs of the works, he determined to attempt the 
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town by affault. He held his men in conftant readinefs, to take 
the advantage of the firft bad night ; hoping then to find the gar- 
rifon.of their guard. Arnold, who commanded about 350 men, 


was to enter the Lower Town, at the north end, called the Sau 


wilC 4 
du Matlot, (pretty near to =.) and Montgomery was to attack and 
enter at the fouth end, juit under the precipice called Cape Dia- 


mond. (a) At length the night of the 3:{t of Deeember prefented 


them with the wifhed for occafion ; it was very dark, and there 


was a great fall of fnow. Gen. Montgomery then made his dil- 


- _ am te ; be 9 ¢ Biaethawe 2 O08 smeant 
pofition, which confilted of four different divifions ; two inconii- 


! — ° } 7) 9 , he 
derable ones, to make a falfe attack on the bafions, facing the 
country from (4 to ¢) and two real ones, on the Lower Town. He 
had ordered rockets to be thrown up by Arnold’s party and his 


} } - ~ : : . the 
own, to let each other fee, from time to time. how far the part 


ics 
were advanced. his was undoubtedly what they might have 
withed to know, yet the diftance from their head quarters, was 
not fo great but each dis fion might have afcertained what time it 
would take to get to the diferent barriers. The lights that were 
thrown up, naturally gave the alarm ; the bell was rung, and molt 
of the garrifon ran to their potts. 

About four in the morning, Col. Arnold, at the head of tis 
party, approached the bars at Saut du Matelot on the north. 
attacked a two-gun battery, and carried it, but with confidera 
lofs. In this attack Arnold was fhot through the leg, which 
made tt neceflary to carry him off the field of battle. His partys 


nevert Sy } hed on. Some part of the Way they were uncer 
fhelter trom the fire, by a row of houfes, but paling tome Openings, 
icveral of the Americans were killed and wouaded from the pi- 


quets above. They, however, pafled thefe intervals, wit 


1 


h their 
fealing ladders on their fhoulders, with fpirit and perfeverance. 
l‘hey mace themfeives mafters of a fecond barricr, and fultained 
the force of the whole garrifon for three hours; but at laft, finding 
themfelves hemmed in, and without hopes either of fuccefs or re- 
lief, they yielded to numbers, and the ads ntageaous fituation of 
their adverfaric 

It is generally thought, that wound ng Arnold in the beginning 
of this affair, was the faving of the Lower Town. « He certainly 
had arranged naatters in | wn mind previous to the attack; de- 
termining what to have done, in cafe hé found things in fuch or 
fuchaftate. |] 


fucceffor in com: 


knew the town perfectly, which, perhaps, his 
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General Montgomery, in the mean time, attacked theother e od 
of the. Lower Town, (a, in the Plan, or 5 dird: in the view). 
He pafied the firft barrier, and was juft opening to attack the fe- 
cond, when he was killed, together with his aid-du-camp. At 
this barrier were feven {mall pieces of cannon, all pointed to de- 
fend the pafs, below the precipice, the only place where it was po!- 
fible for the Amevicans toapproach. As foon as the centries gave 
intelligence of the lights in the air, all the men ftood to their puns. 
The river not being frozen over, the narrownels of this pafs, from 
the rocks on one fide, and the river on the other, admitted only of 
four or five men to advance in front, (See fig. 4. in the P| in. ) 
Montgomery was at their head, and the heavy fall of fnow and 
darknefs prevented their being perceived by their enemies till they 
came within a few yards of them. They were then fired upen 
with cannon and mufketry at the fame inftant. Montgomery's 
fall fo difpirited the men, that Col. Campbell, on whom the com: 
mand devolved, thought proper to draw them off. 

The lofs of the Americans in killed and wounded, in the difer- 
ent attacks, was about one hundred, and three hundred were taken 
prifoners. The garrifon had only five killed and thirteen wound- 
ed. Few men have ever fallen in battle, fo much regrgted by both 
fides, as General Montgomery. His amiable qualities had pro- 
cured him an uncommon fhare of private ‘affection; and his 
great abilities, an equal proportion of public eftcem. 

The iffue of this affautt relieved the garrifon of Quebec from 
all apprehenfions for its fafety. The provincials were fo 
weakened, as to be fcarcely equal to their own defence. 
ever, Colonel Arnold encamped within three miles of the 
and, difficult as his fituation was, impeded the conveyance of re- 
frefhments and provifions into the garrifon. ‘The fufferings o! 
his troops were great; they were expofed in the open air to the 
extreme rigour of the feafon. 

On the 23d of April, the Americans raifed a battery on the 
heights oppofite the gate ot St. Lewis, but it was foon filenced b 
the befieged. An attempt to burn the Lower Town and the 
fhipping was made on the 3d of May by the befiege rs. Their pl t 
was well conceived. They had prepared a fire fhip, charged with 
combuftibles proper for the occafion. Aout ten in the evening, 
the ftood in for the Cul du Sac, and was hailed at wie diftance of 
about one hundred yards. The men on board very imprudent!s 
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anfwer ; had they replied from England or Halifax, they 

come in unmolefted. Their filence made them fuf- 

and a fhot was fired to bring them to. The three men 

had charge of the veflel, then thought it high time to efcape ; 

lipped into a boat they had along fide, after lighting the 

*h, and made the beft of their way back to the other fhore. 

They had fet off with the fhip rather too late for the tide ; had 

it lowed five minutes longer, the hight wind, and the flood would 

have brought her f{traight to the Cu/ du Sac, and into the midft of 

the fhipping, which would inftantly have been in flame, and that 

muft inevitably have communicated to part of the Lower Town. 

She was driven down the {tream to the Ifle of Orleans, where fhe 
confumed to the water’s edge. 

‘The morning of the 6th of May the van of the long expected 
reinforcement from England arrived before Quebec. They made 
good their paflage through the ice up the river St. Lawrence. The 
expectation of their coming had for fome time induced the befieg- 
ers to think of a retreat, which now was carried into execution 
with great precipitation. 

(To be Continued. ) 
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“TIONS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF PONTON-BRIDGES, 
Addreffed to thofe who wife to acquire fome general knowledge on 


hhis ful tect 
™ ead . 5 . ~ . 
\y an Officer in the Pru an yf till, ry. | 
“ we a J 


rer 
| 
L 4 


ry. 
LD HOUGH the conftrecion of bridges, the putting them toge- 


ther an 1 taking them to pieces does not abfolutely belong to the 
department of engineers, yet, as it has been the cuftom in the dif- 
ferent European armies that the artillery fhould conftruct the pon- 
tons, take care of every thing belonging to them, and carry them 
along with them, it may not be amifs to point out what an artillery 
and every other officer ought to know refpeéting them. 

The pontons are of different materials ; of copper, tin, leather 
or fail cloth ; and are carried with the army in Carts or waggons, in 
order to be ready at hand if there fhould be any rivers to pals. 
They are made with flat bottoms, and the bottoms with feparations 
in the length, each fix inches from one another ; that if there 
fhould be a hole, and the water penetrate the ponton, it may not fink 


s 


} ~ 
and go tothe bottom. 
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The pontons are « wrried reverfed, that the y might not be filled 
with water if it fhould rain ; and that in cafe of neceMfits , the men 
might lie dry under them. ‘They may alfo be ufed to cover the 
ammunition and other things. 


"thofe made of copper and block tin are the moft in 
other two forts being more remarkable for their fingula 


ied- 
The French, and fome other nations, have them made of c 
rem on waggons; but inthe Pruffian and Du 
armies they are made of biock tin; in the latter carried inc 
They were formerly carried in carts in the Pruffian arm: 


ih > 


utility, they being neither fo durable nor fo eafily cart 


per, and carry tl 


prefent in “aggons, the fore-wheels of which are like th 


carriage, that by turning about the wheels 


may eo underneath 

This fpecies of boat bridges, made of block tin, became know 
to the Pruffians through the Dutch, whom they copied after in thi 
particular. They are not approved by many perfons, both on 
count of the materials from which they are mad 


ef carrying them, from which arife many inconvenic 
D: ule intave of Boat-B: ; iges mie 
’ , . . 
1. Block tinis not durable, : 
ehich 2¢ 7 


ich it is eaten through and full of hol 


in. 


and very lial 


trary, copper is more lalting, and does not ruft fo foo 
T . . 
2. af any pontor'is damag d, it cannot be l to any oth: 
pofe; on the contrary, in thofe of copper, nothing is loft | 
¢ aa 


There muft be perfons conftantly 


o keep them in proper order. 
i i i . 
. As thefe pontons are ¢: rried on carts, whic! 
+ ' ee a - 4 
overturn than V agg ns t y a ooncer dan 
- 


- 


5. That carts are more liable to brea! 
- a 1 
ing down hill, when the whole w 


ge ch ‘ , , 
which every thing is rendered un! 
7 “ 


wh ke i 


6. That pontons are much eater 


! ! | 
veight refts on two axles, and where mo: 
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Bo i- Bridges cy Tin HAVE OVET base of C sp per. 


t f de ehe crantraryv. ¢ ° 
i hofe ol Coppx r, onthe contrary, are: 
s - 
Much more expentive than thofe of tin. 


Dheir weight is likewife much gre heretore, 


They cannot carry fo many of them. 
" 
‘ 


the ntons are loft, the lofs is much more than if they 


> only of tin. 


tons of tin, befides other advantages, ar¢ much more 


commodious and better calculated for carrying heavy loads, which 
is what they are particularly defigned for, and which is confirmed 
by experience; the abovementioned difadvantages, except as far as 


rcsates to the carriage, are not of any great moment, an li we have 
onty to look out in what manner they may be beft tranfported. 

re made over rivers and marfhy ground, 1s known 
from the ufual practice: It will not be amifs, however, to men- 


tion Wualat 1S tO v¢ paiuc larly obfery ed in placing them. 


. } 7 : ge P23 
ns to be obferved in making a Penton Bridge. 
J 8 . 


n 


iges muft not be made in thofe parts of a river where 
d 


ae 
i 


e, likewife, muft be avoided where the river is very 

deep: as in the firft inttance more pontons are 
~ . | 1 ] » 

the ufual length of the cable work for 


nt 
thle 


chofen where the fhore is fat, and 


. } erhich ¢he y , £4) an 
vuna to waicn the ropes may ve ainenead 


. oe rf s cielo biek -™ 
fe flakes muit be driven into the 
i often give wav, by which means 
Le) ¢ ¢ 

} ! eh lL. —_ 
ch other, that the water 

Miser hil 
any OodDliructiOn; and iUKe-}- 
iown trunas OF trecs, pieces of 
and force aWay tae oricrge, that 

1 - , 

or oars, to dire them fo that they 
rcconvenience. 
ittle diftance 
es of the 
ittempt to 
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combuftibles down the riverin order to fet the bridge or the cable 


work on fire; and of which they mult inftantly inform their oth- 
cers, who muit immediately take all pofible precautions to pre- 
vent the enemy from obitructing their plans. 

6. In order to fecure bridges properly, half and whole re- 
doubts fhould be thrown up, that the troops who are to defend 
the paflage of the bridge, may, by being fheltcred behind them, 
be better able to refift the atracks of an enemy, and defend the 
bridge, and thefe redoubts will be the more formidable if they are 
occupied by cannon. ‘The back redoubt on the oppofite fhore is 
made, that if the troops who cover the bridge are obliged to retire 
on account of the fuperiority of the enemy, they may poft them- 
felves againft it, for which reafon the firlt intrenchment fhould 
confilt of half redoubts only, that in cafe of a retreat no place of 


fhelter may be left for the enemy. 


7- During the retreat, we muit take away the be 


/ 
pofhble from the three or four pontons next the fhore, and carry 
them with the pontons to the oppofite fide. We fhould likewife 


take off the boards from the middle of the bridge, to {top the ene- 

iy . | } } Vo" 7 2 baatom 
my, if the flatnefs of thefhore fhould enablethem to get footing on 
the bridge while they are in pu arfuit ; 

Ihe boards being theown of, are to be heaped up before the 
opening, behind which as many men from the piquet are to be 
laced as the {pace will ‘7 : rdet to fire at the enemy and 
piacec as tne pace Wh aamut, in order to hire at tne enemy anc 


hye 


tt I «I ! wily > ! 
ucicna tac bridge, Wilt the others retreat to the back redoubt, 


ee, ee 


nd endeavour to torce the enemy to retire by keeping up an in- 
ceffant firiag. 

As, in general, no time is to be loft in a retreat of this fort, it 
would be dangerous, and take up too much time to difengage one 
yan on after another, and carry them away; the beit method 
as foon as the boards and timbers at the extremity of the bridge are 


? 
. 


1 : -—. , , : 
taken off, to untic the ropes which faften the bridge on that fide ot 
, 4 


. . , * ’ 
the river where the enemy 1s: pproacht and to pull up all the 


ce i402 anf 
ei 


nr 
aude VE 


~ ~} : n ¢he ann " 
enhCnors On wie oppeolit 
as it remains, to the other fide. 
aly aaa a 
Alfo, in conttruéting the bri 
vantage, by putt and then 
Lae the onno- 
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other, and then 

acipal rope that goes acrofs the 

the principal rope that goes acrofs 
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but the above 
d 


it may be removed, and another 
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But if 
‘ 
anchor Ame for two pontons whi oh is f Mes ran the middle of 


the rope, and both the ends are then faftened to each of the pon- 
tons, in order to keep them fteadier, and thi muit be done on both 


fides of the bridge. In faftenine them to the anchor ropes, the pon- 
tons may be drawn in a ftraight linc, if there isa man on fhore to di- 
rect them. 

Afterwards the timbers are placed along over the pontons, and 
properly faftened through their holes, and placed at a proper di- 
{tance from each other. Each timber reaches over two pontons, 
and touches at its extremity the band of the third. 

The number of timbers to be placed in a row with each other 
depends upon the width of the burden which the bridge has to fi p- 
port, and fometimes fix, and even eight, or perhaps fewer, are 
placed along fide each other. In order to get thefe timbers from 
one ponton to another, lona boards are made ufe of. 

Whea the timbers are properly placed and linked together like 
a chain, then the boards are laid over them, and fecured at both 
ends with long boards placed lengthways an df {tened down with a 
few nails, that the boards which cover the timbers, and are placed 
crofs-ways, may not be moved out of their place by the horfes or 

vaggons going over them ; this, however, is not always done, as it 
is a great hindrance in removing the bridge. 

To cover the bridge with earth might not be amifs, as it would 
prevent the boards from being injured by the hortes feet, but as it 
makes the bridge fo much heavier it is generally omitted. 


Bridges of large Z ais or be / . 


5 


If the pontons which the army carrics with them are not fufhi- 
cient, or if feveral bridges are to be conftructed, and we can pro- 
cure large boats or barges, the bridges may be made likewife with 
them ; and for bearing heavy loads they are far better than the 
pontons. Anchors, cables, timbers and boards are equally necef- 
fary for thefe, and what we have not with us, mult be procured 
from the place where the army is. 

If the boats cannot be brought with fafety by water to the fpot 
where the bridge is to be erected, they muft be carried by land on 
waggons. 

The fame methods are to be ufed in building bridges of large 
boats or barges, as if they were built of pontons, with this differ- 
ence only, that if the timbers are very {trong they may be placed 
ten or twelve feet apart, and that half the number of large boats 


will fufice, and yet the bridge will be both firmer and ftronget 
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he con Tufte ” of Mo ij ik ur P. 4the Cari, hier *s 
sined the Prize oft e Ray al Aca lemy y of Antiqua- 
" Rey, pu! bl; J/ber of the : Fo ie des Sav- 


oy » of mS 
Fuly 25,1731. 


is month, page 288, a learned Abbe fays, 
America; and, that from the little the ancient 
t us on the long voyages of the Phoenicians, Car- 
ifeillots, and Vannois, there is no - ubt of their 
vith the Americans; and Jikewife, that Julius Cefar 
the Roman Navy on the aeadiiee and Vannois 
plan. 
Though I believe eafily in hiftory, when it has an air of truth, 


t I cannot but look on thefe affertions as ftrange hypothefes; they 


appear the more fo, as the moft experienced fea-faring gentlemen 
can give no probabie conjecture on fuch matters, not even how the 


ancients worked their fhips, nor the manner of ma aging the 
number of, oars on their fhips of war. 
But, Sir, as I have fome practice in the nautic arts, and know 
moft of the methods for working fhips in the known world, and 
t has been done for fhortening voyages to the Eaft Indies, and 
the weftern parts of the South Seas, I make abd to hazard fome 
objections on the opinion of this | learned antiquarian. 
I agree that the ancients built large fhips, and fome much larger 


- 


than neceflary, to crofs the Atlantic ocean, though not of a proper 
figure for that purpofe; and that the Greeks conftru€ted veffels 
double the length of our firft rate men of war, as may be feen by 
Ptolemy’s fhip of 500 feet long, and 50 broad in the mid-fhip, 
with a proportionable height; (Roilin) it had 4000 men for row. 
ing. 3000 foldiers, and 200 failors; this number proves that Pto- 
lemy preferred oars to fails, which in all likelihood were fmall in 
proportion to thofe made ufe of in our days, though his fhip was 
double the length of our largeft which have fix times as many 
failors. 
To give a farther proof of the largenefs of fome of the ancient 
fhips of war, I fhall mention what a French author fays in his 


. an : 
Commerce des Levpbtiens. 


ele 


The military navy of Ptolemy was two fhips of 22 rows of 
* oars, one of 12 rows of oars, four of 13 rows, fourteen of 11 
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; > t] i ty-nir of QM TOV Sy with a dgul le Humoe©®r ¢ Gg ] » 
“+ remes, and others of lefs fize.” 
Hiero, king of S ufe. had a fhip built under f 
Archimed » it was of a very extrac tinary fi , Phod fuel 
I mber of co VC t t we < h Civil mm or t Vy { ° 
ing fo different from thofe of our time. 
P to ip k or i nS t io tric d narv, I ] w) h 1 re 
i 


' ’ ‘ 
e Armonic is, Or ancient Urau's, we have f it to | K On tho! 
conit d by Demetrius for the liege of Rhod wh h, : rar 
we can Coil rc, were duch aS COUlG CONntain t\ Ive | j 


Here is what Plutarch favs of thofe veffels: «“ D rius built 


Te 1 la Ci A/L rius 
« Jarge fhips, which had fo majettic an appearance that they futvi- 
** nated the eyes of all thofe who perceived them, and in fuch 
«* manner, that his very enemies were {truck wit! lirat en 
« they faw this king’s fhip, with fifteen or fixteen rows of oars, 


. pals {fo g ick along the fhore. 


Phe learned Abbé Caflier fays, “* That the death of Cefar 
«- hindered the reform he intended to make in the Koman navy ; 


é 4 | nmohanew at the hasele AS on fn ft an } ’ 
° Mark Antho ¥, at the ‘ le of JALcuUM, rOlodeWCO L 2 NTine 


2 . ; ; een 
a cip! 9 and it is kn mwwn that he would have §aiaea the day had 
‘ "los 4 f.; ? : 
** not Cleopatra fled with her flips.’ 


i 


ry" : —_ ne ere 1 = | _ » 
l‘o {uy h an is Ww MaAaKC ee | | to aniwe , ti L fis h man 
T ] 4 ! as ie ! ~ ] 
viarTK Ji 10iM » Cngagec if Continual CiVil Wars, 1unNning from 
1 af - _— 
Ro to the Alps, then to Lombardy, from thence to cal, 
: 7 ‘ 
. ™ > ie ’ > > _ % 
again to Afia, againft the Parthians and Egyptians, and at latt 
plunged into perpetual feaftings, &c. fucha man, ve muit think, 
was vel improper to make reforms in matters which | id been 
found ufeful for many centuries, fince we lee, that in our days, we 
a ye ea ee, ee RN 
have been more than fitty years in finding the proper length of our 
. - v i 4 .) 


naval canon. 

I fhail not pretend to decide on Cefir’s intention, but I leave 
you to judge if fuch an account as Monfieur I’ Abbe gives on Cz- 
{ar’s intended 1 form is probable 2 what Plutarch {, \ yt the battle 
of Axium, may bea little in favour of Anthony’s preterring heavy 


. } 5 . — ° » @ , amas ‘ 
{hips 3. but his conduct proved his wrong judgment. bis anciert 
’ 


; gat Tey 
thor f nys, ** Mark Anthony had no leis than five hundred { | 
* among which were feveral of ex ht and ten rows of Oars ; his 


- ! 


‘ r.] . . -» Lo baw satennant = ne . 
** yellels appear more fit for trremph than battle. 


I. 
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Exgyptiens. And thus they could run, in the fpace of 24 days from 
the coldeit regions to the hotteit. 

From what has been feen, fh p-builders, in thofe day s, knew how 
to make their veflels run from the north part of the black Sea, to 
Egypt, in 14 days, which fhews that the ancients had more know- 


; > ye ; 
ledge in maritime affairs than generally our fea-iaring sentlemen 


think, who feldom give themfelves the trouble of looking into an- 
equays where they would find our forefathers had fome underftan- 
ding in the arts as wella sourfelves. From what has been faid, the 
ss Rese had ro need to change their fyitem of thip-building for 
‘ that of the Gauls. 
We allow that Monfieur |’ Abbé Carlier’s remarks may be curi- 
? ous; but, from the little which the ancient authors have faid on 
: thefe matters, how could he imagine fuch a problematic propofition 
could be believed by the members of the Academy? Yet they did 
believe it; but, from v hat has been fhewn, any body may boldly 
fay, that nineteen hundred years ery our forefathers could never 
crofs the Atlantic ocean, and, of courfe, could not know America. 
I nave heard, indeed, forty years ago, that an Irifhman, taken by 
2 the favages, in America, cried out in his native language; and that 
th ; words | He {poke had fu sh t reffect u on thofe ] eople, that th y 
2 | thought there was fome connection bevenen the Irish tongue and 
their own, which induced them to give him his liberty. ‘There, 
ae Sir. is one more difcc very for your inventive antiquarians; it may 
lead them tothe analogy of the Hibernian grammar, with that of 
the Americans; as well as on the arts and {ciences, manufactures, 
and commerce of thefe wild people. 
But, to fhew how cautious writers-fhould be in advancing hypo- 
thetical notions, the fhortett way to Ametica is more iting 30 de- 
crees in longitude, through {trong currents, andtempeltuous oceans, 
large enough to {wallow ten millions of Gallic flat bottom ‘hips, 
11 knew not how, with pliant, well-drofed fhins, and anchor: 
Jaftened to iron chains. 
Betides they mult have had other methods of working theit 
' fhips, than thofe they have left us a notion of, to navigate in thofe 
dangerous feas, which make the boldeft mariners tremble. But to 


1 
} 


come from that new world, how could they find their wavy, in lati- 


} where foo re { thick ast hind 7 %. fas northe 
where foges are 10 thick as to ninacer one Man $ lecing anowier 
Ball ene > the thin 
‘idil Way Over the itlipe 


. aay ‘ , 
From what you have feen, Sir, it muft appear very extraordi- 


nary, that Monfieur Abbe Carlier fhould conclude, fo p 
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the little documents, to hint the ancient auth 

itis {till more extraordinary, that an Acaden 
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"rh » Laity DI vad, ind twe nty-two to tw nty-fiv In the hold. Vef- 
fels of other fizes have no better rules; a frigate of tl hirty-fix guns, 
they fay, ought to be one hundred and twenty to One hun ired and 
thi ty feet in iens th , by thir ty-three, or thirty-four in breadth, and 
{ixteen or “some. n in the hold 

fhall not fay that fucha dive rfity of dimenfions proves their 

not having jult ideas of the proportions of their art, but I fhall make 
b ld t » put a f W gue itions to th {e pentiemen. 

. - 


What inconvenience would there be, in making a firit-rate thi: 


‘ 


of 200 feet long, and 50 broad, with a hold of 25 feet? It would 


' “Or “ ~ante* 
carry more fail and go quicker. Such dimenfions are fo fimple, 
thata child could putt iem in practice ; linc ; they give tour bread 


for one length, and the hold half the midthip. All fhips fhouldbe 


. . , cr aa - . . ’ ; - qj 1 
; made in thefe | roportions, that is, in aliquot parts; then we fhould 
’ - Y : 
be certain which would be beft for different ufes. 
+ . - . , 
he To build frigates of 108 or 110 feet Jong, for thirty guns merely 


for the accommodation of the metal, is like being guided by accef- 
{ary parts, to find principles for the direction of the whole; 
whereas, it fhould be the fubje&t which governs the attribute. 
Nothing, in fhort, is more apt to lead into difficulties thar seis. 
ing from random principles, inflead of founding them on harmoni- 
ous rules, which lead to true maxims, and give the firft ideas of 


the parts which con ipofe aninvention. ‘This ancient manner of 


reafoning is not eafily to be found in the modern centrivers, who 
dom, or never look out of the track they are in, and even offer 
; premiums to underitand a part more of the wrong routine they have 
been born in. 


Iam, my good Friend, 
Your humble fervant, 


¥ W. BLARED? 
. he Ap 44ht hr had 


a 


THE SEVEN YEARS, OR THIRD SILESIAN WAR, 


FROM 1756 TO 1763. 


[é sontinut ri ! from pease 4 5. ] 


I REDERIC wrote, foon after this battle, a very remarkable 
letter to Lord Marthal, expreflive of his feelings; he faid, “ fuc- 
is, my Lord, fometimes betrays us into a fatal soahdence. Twen- 


ty-three battallions were not enough to beat fixty thoufand men 


out of an advantageous polt. Anothei time we fhall do it better. 
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-wed her back upon me that day. I fhould have ex- 


1 i a woman, and I a™ not gallant. She declared in fa- 
- ladies who arc at wa. with me. What do you think 


1¢ againft the Margrave of Brandenburg ? With what 


great Frederic William behold his grand 

engas with Rufha, Auftria, nearly all Germany, and 

an hundred thoufand Frenchmen. I donot know whether it is a 

fhame for me to be overcome ; but certain Lam, that it will be but 
little honour to conquer me.”’ 

This philofophical maaner of thinking on a change of fortune 

difarmed his cenfors and encreafed his admirers. From this fin- 


gle day his fituation became dreadful ; his g {pects vanith- 
ed, and his deftruction feemed to be in 

The battle of Collin decided the fate of Pra; 
immediately raifed. The departure of the Pruflians v 


} ol. 
great order, and not fecretl 


y- They guitt d the trenc! 
trenched polts early in the morning, with colours flying and drums 
beating, though not without fome lofs. A number of wounded 
and fome cannon were left to the enemy ; who now haftened out 
of their confinement, and fell upon the retreating troops. The 
fatal fituation of the latter was, however, mych amended by Fre- 
deric’s difpofition, who divided his forces fkilfully into feveral 
feparate corps and mulled the eremy in that manner, facilitating 
thereby greaily the march of his troops over the Bohemian moun- 
tains. ‘The king’s attention was now diredied towards his own 


provinces, which required proteGion : for Collin was in a manner 


the fignal to the French, Ru! ans, Swedes, and the tr 
Empire, to invade vigoroufly the Pruthan dominions ; and | 
ROW tormally out! wed by the gt and council or thc Lm ure 
French, under the command of Marthal D’ Exc 
ot Weftphalia, and defeated the Hanoverians u 
Cun | Ml. The 

army O& 1OO.O° 


ltoy ut 
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were forced to retreat continually. The Auftrians purfjed the 
Pruflians, ftep by ftep, through Slixony and Silefia, to the very 
gates of Breflaw. Another Auftrian army in the mean time be- 
fieged Zittau, one of the moft flourifhing manufaGuring cities in 
Germany. The rage of the enemy was fo great, that, in order to 
gain pofiefion of thut place, which was opens and only occupied by 
fome Prufhan battalions, they threw bombs and red hot balls into 
the town ; fo that it reprefented, after a few hours, a mere heap of 
athes ; a barbarity to v hich they were animated by Prince Xavier 
of Saxony himfelf. The Pruflian troops cut their way through 
the enemy that furrounded them, and a few only weve taken pri- 
foners. 

Already in the fpring an army of obfervation had affermbled in 
the northern part of Germany, whith confilted of Hannoverians, 
Hefhans, Brunfwicks, and fome battalions of the troops of Gotha 
and Bukeburg. Thefe were joined by a few thoufand Prufhans, 
fo that this army wa8 50,000. But it was too weak to refit 
the French army, whofe numbers were greater. After the latter 
had paffed the Wefer, taken Emden, and put Hannover under con- 
tribution, a battle enfued near Haftenbeck between Marthal D’ Et- 
rées and the Duke of Cumberland, in which the latter was beaten. 
rhe victory was, however, in itfelf infignificant, and would not 
have had any material confequence, if the Duke, from an appre- 
henfion for the archives of Hannower and other things of value, 
conveyed to Stade, for fecurity’s fake, had notbeen difpofed to 
withdraw with his army tothe north, in order to cover that town. 
But he was foon enclofed by the French, cutoff from the Elbe, 
and put in a fituation that left nothing to him but to czpitulate, 
which was done the 8th of September, near Clofter-Seeven, under 
the grant of the king of Denmark. ‘The chief article of it was, 
“* chat all the troops, Hannoverian as well as Hefhan and Brunf- 
wicks, fthould be difembodied.”” This was done. The foldiers 
went home, and their commander returned to Engleod. Frre- 
leric loft thereby an auxiliary army, v hich hitherto had ocewpie! 
the French im the field, and who now could direct thew whole 

moe rgacnll him. 

Vhey had, befides H mover, fikewf occu ved the biefhen (at: 
ihe French comiflary of war, Foulon, reigned at Caffe! ii 

rend Vigier. The l andgrave, that he atight pet be a fe 
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of the tyrannies committed ip his own refidence, was gone to 
Hamburgh, where he rem inedMuring moft part of the war. 

ceedings of the French were, however, mo- 

s long as the Marfhall D’Etrées had the chief command. 

felted on every opportunity his generofity, as well as his 

ents. The Univerfity of Gottingen requefted his pro- 


-tion. D’Etrées’ anfwer deferves a place in this hiltory. 


« Gentlemen, 
«< 'The univerfity of Gottingen, on account of the many great 
men it has produced, who have confirmed its renown, is in too 
‘ great a repute to let this opportunity efcape, without fhewing the 
particular efteem I entertain towards it. The univerfity may be 
eafy about the hardthips the war carries along with it. I thall keep 


them at a diftance from it, as far as it depends on me. I know 
“ very well how difadyantage ous they arg to the fciences; and I 
‘ fhall take care that the traops do not moleft fo excellent an aca- 
demy. With thefe fincere fentiments, I am, in reality, 
Your moft humble Servant, 
Holemunden, the} MARSHAL D’ETREES.” 


rw a Oe - 
16th July, 17 57-5 


The very fame month D’Etrées received a royal letter from Ver- 
fuilles, with orders to give up the command to the duke ot Riché- 
liex, a creature of Madame de Pompadour; but he was given 
to underftand that the king would be glad if he would neverthe- 
lefs flay with the army. D’Etrées obeyed the order « ithout pay- 
ing any attention to the king’s with... He departed as foon as his 
fucceffor arrived. 


Richelicu, therefore, reaped the fruits of the prudent meafures 


c 


of his predeceffor, as he forced the allies to the before-mentioned 
capitulation. He had now formally taken upon him the command 
of the whole Trench army, and occupied Brunfwick, from whence 
he fent a creat nart of his troops (among which were the gens d’at- 
mes) to the army of Prince Soubife, who now, in conjunction 
with the troops of the empire, marched towards Saxony. Ri- 
chelieu himfelf entered the Pruflian provinces; the towns and 
villages he either. plundered and devatlated, or threatened them 
with fire and fword, in order to extort enormous contributions 
from the harmlefs inhabitants. The exceffes of thofe Frenchmen 
were fo great, that rhey almoft outbalanced the cruelties of the 
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Coffacks. Many rich people were dreadfully beaten by order of 
the French officers, to oblige them to pay contributions for thei 
fellow-citizens ; they violated young virgins and married women, 
and fported with the hves of men. Nothing was more frequeny 
among them than hanging up innocent people as {pies, on the moit 
frivolous pretexts and groundlets fufpicion, without the leaft fhadow 
of evidence. This was the fate of many hundred Germans du- 
ring the war, without refpec to rank, age, or fituation. 

The motto of the new French general, was extortion; not 
much for the fervice of his king, a8 for his owa émolamen 
Protected by his royal miftrefs, he committed the moft feandalou 
actions ; and very often arranged his‘military operations according 
to his private intereft. Of all the generals, who commanded du- 
ring the war, mone, of any nation; enriched himfe!lf fo much as 
Richelieu. He was fo far from concealing it, that, evén before 
the end of the war, he built, in the capital of Fratice, a macnifi- 
cent palace, which the Parifians called, Le pavillon d’ Hannovre. 

Fredéric divided his army in many corps, in order to lay ob(ta- 
cles in the way of the feveral armies, that advanced from alf p: 
towards Saxony, and towards the center of his ftates. He 
ever, did not confine himfelf to defence only; he operated offe: 
ly wherever an advantageous opportunity occurred. Coloncl May- 


er entered the Palatinate, colleéted contributions, paffed the circle 


ae os 


of Franconia, and threatened Nuremberg.” The inhabitants of 
this city, in their anxiety, made applitation to the affembly of the 
citcle, requefling protection. . This Franconian aflembly manifeft- 
ed its wifdom on that occafion. “Phey defired of Colonel May- 
er to legitimate himfelf. about his invading Franconia; and that 
he fhould maké good all damages. ©The Pruffan general was not 
provided with parcliment; but he had ammunition and courageous 
foldiers. “He, therefore, fhewed to the delegates his comp 

in arms, and afked them whether they required a better legiti 
tion? after having obtained his defign, he retreated ; but tool 

ages along with him. 

The Auftiians made ufe of that divifion of t’.. Praflian troops; 
and General Haddick ventured with 4,000 men to the gates of 
Berlin. This refidence, being without a rampart, partly 
a wall, and only provided with. palifades, was then 
with 2000 militia, befides a fe «recruits and oth« 
royal family retired to Spandau, as foon as they 
proach of the Auftrians. ‘They had therefi 





as 
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from a flyitg corps, that was deprived ‘of évéry means to difterb 
the Metropolis, and whi¢h had to fear the-being cut off. Had- 
dick challengéd the town, attacking two gatés at once. The pali- 

fides of the one were fired to the groutid, and now the Aultrians 
ed the fuburbs in crowds. ~ The inhabitantsthewed themfelves 
worthy of the name of Brandenburg—whole liveries joined and of- 

fered to repulfe the enemy; byt the commander, General Rochat, 
would not allow any fuch trial. At the faburbs of the gate of 
Copenick ‘only, a fkirmifh happened’ between a Pruffian’ detath- 
ment and the Auftrians, but nothing decifive. 

However, the news of ‘the approach of Prince Moritz of An- 
hali-Deflan difguieted the enemy.” Haddick, who knew die dan- 
cer of a'dclay, was moderate im his demands,’ which at laft wete 
agreed to, not fo much from feat, as! from a with to put a perigd 
» the exifting troubles. , They’ paid to the enemy 250,000 Fix- 

‘ars, With which they marched’off in ‘gteat hatte. 
the kingdom of Pruffia the ‘feenes of war were tkewife 
opened. ~ The Rufftans arrived there to the number ‘of more than 

0,600 men under the command of Field-Marthal Apraxin, and 

ad taken ‘poffefiom ‘of Memel. ' Their ‘hight troops, Coflacks, 

: 





enter 


? 
‘ 


ic 

h: 

Cah mucks and Tartars, devaftated the country with fire and fwotd, 
1 a manner unknown to Europe finee the time of the Hunians. 
‘Chofe barbarians cither killed or disfigured harmlefs people from a 
diabolical pleafure. ‘They hung many on trees, or cut of their ¢ars 
aud nofes; of fome they anaputated the legs ; whilft others had 
their bellies ripped os: and their hearts tora out. Even totabs 
were ranfacked, and the ‘bones of the dead’ thrown about in wanton 


erucity. Noblemen and cleraymen were terribly beaten, | laid na- 
ked upoa burning coals, and mardered in every poflible ‘thape which 
infernal barburity could devife. .Phey took children from 

cir wretched parents and maflacred thembefore: their neyes. 


tne mort 
ed women and virgins were violated. Many diladytkilled 

lf in order to efeape the brutality of ‘thofe monfters: »Num- 

* peor Dantzig, whither the royal archive from 
niofberg were carried. The Prafhan General Lehwalds could 
30,000 men (only. He attacked them, 
Lowever, on the 30th of Aupult, near great Lagerfdorf in their 
entrenchments. Succefs declared at’ firft in fatour of the fmaller 
hi ume did not fight for che gratification of the am- 

againit barbarians for their own 

welfare. The Pruffans had al- 
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feady taken, many Rufhion) cannon, had overturned their, cavalry, 
and beaten one.» ing of the main army;, when. faddenly , yicory 
declared againlt, them., ‘The Pruffians had fet fire to feveral vil- 
lages, laying, within the field. of baule. ‘IThe {moke confounded 
theni; they. attacked in confuliop and were outflanked. _ Lehwald 
had here the fame good fortune as, Frederic had at Collin. He 
was fuffered to-depart unmolefted.. His lofs was 5,700 killed and 
wounded,, . The Ruiflians counted 7o00. Put their victory 
brought them:yery. little advantage. , ‘Vhey had ao hopes of find- 
ing provifion for their, enermous-acmy in, that kiogdom, already re- 
dyced toa defert. . Apraxin, therefore, left but 10,000 men to 
occupy Memel, marching off with his army,a_ tew. days. after the 
battle, | This reurcat was-like a fight; and happened fo precipitate. 
ly, that 45000 men, fick and wounded, eight cannon, and a quan- 
tity of war-ftores, were left behind, ,. The march was effected in 
two columns, and both,the rauts marked with fire, plunder, and 
every imaginable cruelty.—All towns and villages, where thofe in 

fernal hordes pafled, were de{troyed by fire and the roads were co- 
vered with dead bodies of imeniand-catele, “Ihe Piufhan peafants, 
driven to defpairs: defended themfelves,, and thercby augmented 
their misfortunes. The beaten, but not,conguered Pruffians, pur 

fued. the Ruflans to the fronsiers of Frederig’s diatcs, 

Att this retreat a fingular accident happened. . The King o! 
Prufa recewed am ally;.whichy he never) ¢ould have thought of, 
whereby lie got rid of fomethoufands of Calmucks.. . This active 
ally was the /mall-pox, . The Calmugks who, in their country, had 
lived without the kwowledge of that .diforder, became acquainged 
with it here, to their-aftoai{hment... Many .fell a. facrifice to_it. 
Even their commander was attacked by it, and. aow nothing cowid 
retain them any longer. Then hole cerps of this.wild people. re- 
turned to their homes, 

‘The Rufian Qencrals fuffered,them.to depart quictly, They 


were glud to get rid ef thofe moailets who were. warfe than the 
Coffacks, and would, not./be governed at all, A. few, only. of 
them, ognided ‘by-rapacity,’ quitted |their countrymen, and remain- 
ed: with the Rnfhan army, 


That.aation, who, far.che:firlt, rime, came iago the field again!t 


(Germans, was the wildelt,of all) Frederic’s enemies; they were 
unworthy.to be led again{t.a@ cultivated. fhaggy as to fupport a 
difciplined army. Incapable of giving aid by sheir avms to any 


, . a len Me 
victory. of the regular army, the latter rather fafered by thew de- 
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being obliged to thare in the feandal occafioned by the 
cruelties of thefe hordes, who approached the Rate of wildnefs 
nearer than that of barbarity. ‘i hofe Calmucks live along the Caf- 
pian fea, and the river Wolga. They are a free people; being, 


syer, under Ruffian protection, for which they are obliged to 


Lae field hene 


1 
4 
+ 
‘ 


he monarchs of that empire rejuire it. 
; have no pay; = t each of them receive annually one ruble 
fur coat of fheep fkin. The y are Monades, having neither 


r 


1s not villages. Their habitations are tents. ‘They are con. 
tinually rovn 8 ibout with them from place to place, wherever they 
find a fituation which affords food for their cattle; for in this only 
confills thei whole wealth. They ard exetethely tgly ; refembling 
ene another fo much, th it it 1S very difficult to dif tinguith them. 
"| heir faces are very flat, and almoft fquare. Their eyes like thofe 
e Chinefe, are very little and dec p in the head, the nofe flat, 
th and ears extremely large, ie pmo projecting from the 
They carry bows and arrows, which they throw very far 

yexat. Their religion is the heathen. 
i ‘called Lehwald from Rufha, ordering him to 
ft the Swedes. Ihefe French allies were at that time 
nia to the number of 22,000 men, among which 
‘The warlike {pirit of that nation threatened 
a formidable enemy. But the honour of a 
troops, were perhaps never more 
The equipment of the Swedith 
ared at that time in Germany was a perfe@ fatire 
fwar. There were foldiers ranged in rank 
full of eagernefs to fight, but they 
Without a commiflary, without 
vithout boat-bridges, no Iight 
ithout experience in the art of 
was minutely pref ribed by 
never were unanimous among 
reatened with being made 
this manner it appears plain, 
h more than once decided 
endin the We tphalian peace 
1 laws Pur pe, 1 ned after five camp igns to their 

homes diforaced 
| he want of lipht troops, forced the Swedes often to relinquifh 
| 


beft defions: for the Pruffians mocked them from all fides and 


o 
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they were cinhstihe cutting off their fupplics. For vant of eaag 92 
zines ant pontons they could not penetrate far into the Pruffiar 
minions, and their junétion with the French, R offian, or Auta in 
armies which was their conftant obje@, was alw ys expofed to fo 
many difficulties, that they even did not once attempt it. ‘The 
Swedith theatre of war was therefore confined to a {mall corner 
in the northef Germany. Thofe troops moved about in Pomera- 
nia and a part of the Mark, without ever attempting any thing 
worth notice, and thus they acted during the whole war. ) 
The king now endeavored to bring the French and the troops 
of the empire to action, directing, for this purpofe, his march ane 
wardsthem. His fituation wast Serre? and near aay unded 
with enemies, who daily multiplied, ; hem no- 
thing. It was like cutting off the evil of the ~ for as foon 
as he had defeated one army, two others marched aga init him. — 
By a decree of the empire, hd was declared to have forfeited nat 
only his dominions but alfo his Electoral dignity. ‘Ihe eles and 
the power to overcome him entirely were {tronger, and therefore his 
ae were weaker than ever- Yetat that ver y moment the ferenity 
of his mind was great enough to enable him to com pote his will ba 
French verfes. “Jutt as his apprehenfions were, that he fhould be 
fubdued by numbers, he neverthelefs took all neceffary fteps to 
conquer. His army, reduced by fo many engagements, ‘eachited 
only of 22,000 men; that of the enemy y Sewnno. The latter had 
already experienced a proof of Pruflian valour near Gotha. AH 


the French general officers, with por commander Soubife at 


t 
their head, and a body of 8000 men, had felected Gotha for 


their place of recreation, to refrefh themfelves from the fatigues 
war. The duke held a grand court-day, and mighty preparati 
were made at the palace for the fuitable en 
great and warlike guefts. It was dinner-tim 

ind the French hetrad great appetite, when the 

Seydlitz appeared at the gates With 1500 horfe 
Frenchmen relinquifhed without refiftance the fmoaking difl 
and fled out of the city. A few foldiers only were taken prifon. 
ers; buta number of valets, footmen, cooks, hair dreflers, miltreff- 
es, field-chaplains, and players—commodities infeparable from a 
French army. The equipage of many generals fell into the hands 
of the Pruffians, among which were found whole chefts of per- 
fumed waters and pomtatums, a number of powdering gowns, hair- 


bags, umbrellas, might gowns, and parrots. Seydlitz left to his 
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huflars that toilet-booty, and fent back the dregs of gallantry with- 
out ranfom. 

The Frenéhiwere as much pleafed to find themfelves once more 
in poflefion of thofe predimng necefhties they had loft, as if they 
had gained a victory. ‘i heir courage for fighting increafed fo mach, 
that they were folely concerned left the king fhould efcape them. 
Several of his marches ard pofitions confirmed this conjecture : 
they knew the promptnefs of his movements, his manceuvres, and 
his art of war, hitherto, merely from reports; which, howeyer, 
made fo little imprefion on, their minds, that they took courage 
to attack him on a ground, where he had an opportunity of difplay- 
ing his taétical knowledge. ‘Their expectation was not.only to 
beat him, but to take his whole army. They.cven ftarted the quef- 
tion in the Freach camp, whether it would be an honour to engage 
fo fmall a body ? There never exifted a more ridiculous military pre- 
judice, and never was it more fuitably punifhed. 

It was on the sth of November, near the village of Rofbach im 
Saxony, one mile diftant from Lutzen, where Guftavus Adolphus 
fought and died for the liberty of Germany, that one of the moit 
extraordinary battles was fought. . The king, by a motion of re- 
treat, drew the French out of their advamtageous pofition. They 
thought he endeavoured to fave. himfelf from their hands, and 
ftrove to fall upon his rear. Frederic, who was again encamped, 
depending on the alacrity wherewith he could range his troops.in 
order of battle, viewed the movements of the enemy calmly, even 
without fuffering his traops to draw out. The Pruflian camp flood 
immoveable ; aad, as it was juit dinner-time, the foldiers were bufy 
at their meals. The French feeing this ata diftance, could hard- 


ration, in which even the idea of defence is given up. This de- 
ception, wound up to the higheit pitch, was not a {mall caufe of 
the trifling refittance, and the dreadful panit which made that day 
fo renowned. 

General Seydlitz at once rufhed forwards with the Pruffian 
cavalry from behind a hill, and fell Jike a thunde: -ftorm witha maf- 
terly manceuvre upon the enemy, who. was intoxicated with hopes. 
Here was performed » hat never before was feen on a field of bat- 
tle. The light horfe chargea and. overturned the heavy one. 
The huffars with their fwitt horfes had the boldnefs to attack 
the French gens d’armerie. Neither the courage peculiar. to 


that corps, nor their Coioflian horfes, were here able to decide. 
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All were replica.” $ Soubife ordered the corps-de-referve to ad- 
vance ; but it no fooner appeared, than it was beaten out of the 
ficld. At the fame time the Praffian infantry, who till now had 
remamed inactive, advanced fuddenly in order of battle, and te- 
ceived the French with a tremendous fire of cannon, followed by 
a regular diftharge of mufquétry, the fame as at reviews. ‘The 
French infantry were now forfaken by their cavalry, and attacked 
by the enemy im the flank.” Soubife attempted French cxperi- 
ments in-vain. His colunins were eafily — and nething 
remained but a general flight. ‘The French, as weM as the troops 
of the empire, threw away their arms, in order to facilitite their 
fafety. “A few regiments of Swifs only fought 2 little longen and 
were the laft on the field. ‘The victOry was fo quickly decided, 
thatthe vanquifhed could not even Ixy claim to the honour of a 
fpitited refiftance; on the contrary, they accufed themfelves with 
being panic-{truck ; not omitting, at the fame time, to lay all the 
blame on the troops of the empire. 

Schwerin died a month too foon, to have the pleafare of behold- 
ing this triumph of, the Pruffians. In his opinion, which he often 
declared, a victory over the French was the only thing to crown 
the military glory of Pruffia. Several fingular occurrences aug- 
mented the remarkable events of that day. Frederic found on th 
field of battle a French grenadier, furioufly defending himfelf againtt 
three Pruffian horfemen, to whom he would not farrender.  Fre- 
deric’s command put an end to the unequal combat. He aflceci 
the prenadier whether he thought himfe!f invincible? * Yes, Sire,” 
faid the grenadier, “* under your command.” The king walke 
about the field of battle, confoling the wounded French officer: : 
who, moved by his condefcenfion, hailed him as the moit ac 
plifhed warrior, who, not contented with having vangjifhed +h the’ 
bodies, had conquered their hearts likewife. The booty of the 
Prufhans was very confiderable. nas other-things, a mtmbe 
of St. Lewis’ croffes fell into the hands of the Pruffian heffars, 
who decorated themfelves with them. Seventy-two cannon, an’ 


feventy-two ftandards were taken with 6,220 prifoners. Thecom- 
bined armies counted 3. 560 killed and wounded, and the Pro‘fiars 
300. Prince Henry of Prufha and General Seydtitz wereamang 
the wounded. So cheap and complete a victory over a warlike 
nation is a phenomenon in modern hiftory: The thortnefs of the 
days at that feafon of the year faved the flying army from total de- 
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fruction; for it was not a retreat, buta flight in the greateft con- 
fufion. 

The German nations, large and fmall, without refpect to party 
and private interelt, were fatisfied with this victory over the French, 
v hich was looked upon as a national triumph. 

Of all human tranfadions there is certainly none more ferious 
than a battle where thoufands ef men murder one another: but the 
batttle of Rofbach was conflered asa mere farce both by friends 
and foes; even the Parifians were not the lafi to entertain fuch an 
opinion. Soubife was particularly ridiculed by the Parifian wits 
who were perpetually making epigrams and ballads on him. In the 
Fretich capital, where new objects were panting for, time at length 
nearly obliterated the humiliation of this French General ; butin Ger- 
many it remained in lively remembrance; and the word Rofbach re- 
founded from the Baltic to the Alps, without refpect to rank, 
the cars of every Frenchman whom they wanted to infult. 

The great prepoffefion of Frederic towards that nation, which 


manifeited itfelf upon this occafion, could not weaken the derifion. 


Several hundred French officers were taken prifoners, who were 
fent ti a with leave to appear at court. A few of them on- 
ly 


iad feen the court of Verfailles; the royal palace at Berlin was 
therefore to them a ftrange region. ‘lo that came the idea of a 
marquis de Brandenburg, to whom, as the fafhion was at Paris, 
they did the honour. de faire une efpece de guéree. ‘This was the 
reafon why thofe French officers forgot Rofbach and their confine- 
ment, and conducted themfelves in that refidence in fo unbecoming 
a manner, that it was thought neceflary to remove them. They 
were carried to M agdeburg. 
ircumftance the following trait belongs: A lady at the 


T oOo this C 
Prufian court, who in the queen’s apartment was prefent witha 
French Colonel, afked him his « pinion of Berlin. The French. 


The lady, of- 


man aniwered: * I confider it as a large village.” 


fended by this unexpected infolence, had prefence of mind enough 
to give him the following excellent anfwer: “ You are in the 
* right, Sir; fince the French peafants arrived at Berlin, it has 
* greatly the appearance of a village: otherwife, it isa very mag- 
** nificent city.” 

The news of the battle of Rofbach had fuch an effe& on the 
queen of Polaad, in whofe foul the ftrongeft paffions raged, that 
fhe was found dead the next morning. She had been fickly fome- 
time before, but not fo much as to create any apprehenfions of her 
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death. She had left her courtiers the evening before full of grief; 
and, when they made their appearance next morning, fhe had ex- 
pired. Frederic loft in her an irreconciliable enemy, who, guided 
by fanaticifm, had not a {mall fhare in that difaftrous war which 
made her fubje<t; fo miferable. 

Of the defeated French, and the troops of the empire, there 
was nota veftige in Saxony and the adjacent provinces. “They de- 
ftroyed all the bridges behind them leit they thould be purfued and 
difperfed thereby; fo that many bodies of them did not hale cil 
they came to the Rhine—continually in dread of having the king 
at their heels. But Frederic was called to Silefia by the progrc{s 
of the Auftrians. The French army uoder Marfhal Richelicu, 
which he left at the frontiers of his dominions, he hoped foon to 
keep in awe, with an army that began aflembling in an unexpected 
manner. 

[ To be continued. } 
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LIFE OF NADIR KOULI!, A PERSIAN HERO, FROM 1687 
TILL 1747. 
- . 

‘I HE birth and beginning of this man, who is often called the 
fecond Alexander, are as obfcure, as his actions are known, and 
mutt excite the curiofi y of thof 

jects of hiftory. 
Nadir was born in the year 1687, pro 


e who are inquifitiy 
1, ih! - 
from Mefched. The name of his father w 

ed his bread by making fheep-fkin coats, 

people in Perfia. Nadir himfelf was bre 
fhepherd. He was but thirteen yx 
died, eho left him in fo poor a cond 
gather fticks in the woods, for thx 

and to carry them to market on ai 

only patrimony. Inthe year 1704, w! 
old, the Oufbeg Tartars made an 

the number of inhabitants, w! 

Nadir Konli and his mother; 

his efcape in 1708, and return 

lived by robbery, t ithe year 

vice of a Beg, by whom he x 
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pany with another courier, whom he kiiled on the road ; however, 
he knew how to tcll his ftory fo well at Ifpahan, shat he received 
prefents, and was fent back with anfwers. His mafter, notwithftand- 
ing, received him fo indifferently, that Nadir fufpected he was dif- 
trulle om A and a violent paffion he had conceived for his mafter’s 
Ati; 1¢ had afk ed in marriage, but was refufed,. led 
iim to the mu rder of his mafter: which done, he took the lady 
away, and retired into the mouNtains, where he again refumed his 
former prefefhon of robbing. In 1714, Nadir found an opportu- 
nitv of entering into the fervice of Babulu Khap Governor of 
Klorafan. three or four hundred miles diftant from the place of 
his robberies. In 1717, the Oufbegs, ina body of 10,000 men, 
beginning to lay watle the fertile plains of Khorafan, Babulu Khan 
colicéted his forces, which did not exceed 6000 men, and Nadir 


vho, by his genius, became a favourite of his » ary was put 
sad of them, and though much inferior in onmber, decla. 
would pledge his life for the fuccefs of the expedition. 

gs were already within a few days march of Mefched. 

great application, provided every thing neceflary, and 

of the enemy, who was almoit double in number. 

ed with great fury; Nadir chofe a proper ground, 

 fhock; and when the Tartars by their own im- 


ity were in fome diforder, Nadir’s troops made a general 


»on the enemy with their fabres and battle-axes, 
dettroying 3000, and retaking their plunder 


{in triumph to Mefched. His fire of ambition 
und he demanded a confirmation in his office 
reafon or other he did not fucceed. and 
1 toa relation of Babulu Khan. Nadir, 
him, declared that the Khan | } e not act- 
In yeas pr of which he was condemned 
on the foles of his feet. A 
irit, could not brook fuch indignities ; he 
in fearch of fome new adventure. 
N. idir, could not lon g be idle. His 
ymmanded at Koclat, a {trong place : 
efs. lt is probab'e that he had al- 
of getting poffefion of Keelat ; 
> into the mountains, and took 
found means to collect a 
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a body of defperate fellows, andby robbing feveral caravans, he 
acquired riches enough to bring together a number of about eight 
hundred men, who laid part of Khorafan under great contribution. 
The Afghans had at that time invaded Perfia, and compelled 
Huffein to yield up his capital and his diadem. Toehmas, his fon, 
had nothing Jeft him but the province of Mazauderen, where he 
took the title of Shah, whilft Nadir extended his lawlefs fove- 
reignty im the eaftern frontiers of that country, living on fpoil. 
In 1727, Tochmas collected a little army, but one of his generz!s 
fled from his camp, with the troops under his command, and join- 
ed Nadir Kouli, who now had underhim, between 2 and 3000 
men, not more than thirty leagues diftant from Keelat. Nadir’s 
uncle, through fear, wrote to him, intimating that he and his fol- 
lowers had now a fair opportunity of receiving pardon of his law- 
ful fovereign, Shah Teehmas, by engaging in his fervice. Nadir 
relifhed the propofal, and the Shah being ia need of fo expericn- 
ced an officer, immediately fent his pardon to Keelat. Nadir Kou- 
li entered that place with 100 of his men, and found now a good 
opportunity of exercifing his genius in the art of treachery. His 
uncle meant him no harm, but Nadir was determined to revenge 
himafelf for the indignities he had received from him five years be- 
fore. Having left orders that 500 of his beft men fhould follow 
him the next day, and keep themfelves in readinefs near Kelat; 
he ordered his women within the caftle, on the fecond night, to 
affaflinate the centries, and fhut up the reft of the garrifon in their 
barracks, whilft he went himfelf into his uncle’s chamber and 
murdered him. His 500 men were let in, and he became abfo- 
lute mafter of the place. Nadir relieved his relations and friends 
in that neighbourhood by his bounty; and many of the inhabit- 
ants, induced by his humanity, enliited themfglves in his fervice. 
Nadir, thus become formidable, afpired to! be the deliverer of 














his country, and to drive out the Afghans, wha, for five years pait, 
had treated the Perfians with the utmoft barbarity; but confcious 
that Shah Teehmas muft refent his murdering of his uncle, he 
refolved to atchieve fome fignal action in behalf of the king, in 
order to obliterate his conduct at Keelat. 
He prepared, therefore, for an expedition dgainft the Afghans, 
who, fecure in the neighbouring city of Nicabhr, where they had 
garrifon of 3000 men, had no great danger tp apprehend. Na- 
dir, unaccuftomed to fieges, made ufe of a ftatagem to draw th 
enemy out of their garrfon: the Afvhans, to ge number of 600, 
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were maraudios, when Nadir detached fome of his cavalry, who 


ke 1 them and cut them to pi Ces $ upon this the governor, 
? 


hole garrifon, made a fally, but the Perfians retreated 
had, ade ei in we mountains, this was the rendez- 
The Afghans purfued them for feveral leagues, 
defile. Nadir, in the interim, marched with 
and concealed them in a wood, at the entrance 
The Afghans, not fufpecting any other enemy, 
‘ore them w ith j imp tipace e to revenge e he lofs me? 
ind as foon as they } 
ut, whilft Nadir wit 20 men fell upon 
with fuch impetuo ity, that the aflonifhed Af- 
: themfelves furrounded by a great army, became 
and few of them efcaped the fla ughter. Nicabar 
ed in confequence of this to Nadir, of which he toc k 
in the name of Shah Toeehmas. The effects of the Af- 
divided among his foldiers, and the humanity with which 


he treated the inhabitants, procured him, from them, a reinforce- 


ment + $000 men- 
ah Tochmas was, at this time, reduced to great extremitics 
in’s military —~ ion was greatly increafed. Toehmas 
s quarters at Farabad, and received Nadir’s offer, to keep 
dhis ti — in re fin refs for his fervic C, with pleafure. 
ntroduced to the Shah, by Tatey Ali Khan Khagar, 
7 we *s {mall army, and matters were adjufted to 
val Ctisfaditon. Nadir’s troops now, to the number of 
od entered the province of Mazanderan, and joined 
Ali Khan, fo that the whole was an army of eight 
Nadir made it his thud iltivate a good un- 


-* , 


bear an equal 

tures to complain of 
elf, took a proper oppor- 
treacherous correfpon- 

k Maghmud, the 


wv . 
ithe musfortune 
- “9 ct, and the 

ith at Court 


{pear to the 


ambition, 
he whole 


munitter 








MILITA RY REPOSITORY. 





-—= 
1 apreat General. He was matter ia the art of improving 
3 One of his peculiar charatteriftics, was a piercit 
knowledge of men, and he gained the affections of the common 
nt 


= S ° . S 
foldiers, by an unwearic d attention to every circumitance 
could promote thei intereft. His firft 


iit CATS Was tO en 
mafter to march his army into Khorafaa, and Ta@ehmas made 


s¢y . T; . ns ; Tada “4 

entrance at Nicahar, the 15th of May, Nadir found no difficulty 
nd 1+? , . . ~ 

he Shah’s army tothe number of eighteen thoufand men. 


Nadir prepared to march againft the Abc "sy who had taken 
poffefion of Mefched; where the Shah found no refiftance and 


retook it, and Nadir, who was perfonally known in that city, 


\ 
where Babulu Khzn had fome years ago treated him with is 


ties, was now loaded with honours. As the higheft mark of dig. 
nity, which !chmas could confer upon him, according to Per- 
fran cuftom, was, to give him his own name; he ordered him to 
be called Toehmas Kouli Khan; by which name we fhall diftia. 
guifh him, till he wrefted the diadem from his mafter’s head. 
He next marched at the head of a confiderabk body, to red 
the other citics and towns of the province, and beforethe « 
that year, all the vaft country of Khorafan was fubj 
Afghans obliged to retire, without daring to give battle. 
Tohmas Kouli Khan made now a propofition to reduce He- 
rat, the inhabitants of which, had ten years ago fhaken off the 
Perfian yoke, and obtained permiffion to march to that provin 
vith about 12,000 men. This city furrendered without refiltas 
not wifhing to come to an engagement with a Gener 1 of 
Kouli Khan’s valour, Returning victorious, he t 
more important enterprize. 
In 1729, Afhreff, the ufurper of 
dreaded ano evil trom the { oitive Ta Wy 
ackn ywledg ! by tl e ur 
to look about him. 


of the court of I{pahan, th 


eaftern part of the empt 


the foldiers, yet he began 
Kouli, whom he had confidcre 
it high time to pi ide fi t the 
After having 
my in the begin 
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Tochmas Kouli Khan had this year collected an army of twenty 
five thoufand men, in the completing and difciplining of which, 
he had given the hig heft proofs of his abilities. ‘The Shah pro- 
pve to march to Ifpahan, but his fagacious General prevented it, 
by reprefenting the length of the march, and the difadvantage of 

ttacking the Afghans at fuch a diftance from Ifpahan, and the 
difficulty of their retreat. However, not wifhing to bring the war 
into Khorafan, it was determined to advance and meet Athreff. 
They arrived near Damgoon before Afhreff had entered thofe 
plains. This fituation was not far from the mountains, along the 
fouth coalt of the Cafpian fea. Toaehmas had already encamped 
his forces, when Athreff approached with his whole army. Afhreff 
foon difcovered from ‘the advantageous pofition of the Perfians, 
that he hadto do with a General of experience; he, however, 
made the attack with that impetuofity, which the Afphans often 
found fuccefsful. The Perfians ftood the thock,fo that the Afghans 
could make no imprefhon on them. A threff detached two bodies, 
ordering them to take a circuit, and charge the enemy in rear and 
flank, whilft he attacked them in front. ‘Ic@hmas Kouli Khan 
was prepared to receive the enemy, and repulfed them with 
fuch valour. as put them into great confufion. It was now his 
turn to attack ; and falling furioufly upon the Afghans, he obtain- 
edan eafy victory. The Afghans retired by forced marches to 
Ifpahan, and encamped themfelves in an advantageous fituation 
near Mourfchatkor. 

In 1729, Toehmas Kouli Khan’s army was confiderably aug- 
mented, and followed the Afghans; a hot battle enfued, wherein 
the latter were again beaten, with the lofs of g000 men. Ahreff, 
who returned with his troops to Ifpahan, took his revenge by 
killing Shah Huflin, after having reigned as conqueror of Perfia 


feven years and twenty-one days, and quitted that place with about 
12,000 men. 


Shah Tzhmas now made his entry into Ifpahan. Going into 
the haram, an old woman threw her arms about his neck in great 
tranfports of joy ; this woman was his mother, and had, ever fince 
the invafion of the Afghans, difguifed herfelf in the habit of a flave. 

The army of T’xhmas amounted now to 40,000, and Shah 
Teehmas yielded to the demand of Txhmas Kouli Khan, and 
granted him the power of !cvying money for the payment of the 
army. Having thus obtained his point in fo important an article, 
he took the field, and before the end of Decembe r, the Perfian 
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began their march towards Shirafs. ‘The Afghans had 


. . . > . ~ . 
fixed their camp in an advantageous fituation, and the Perfan 
} 


amy 
, 
who, on their march, were much reduced by the rigour of the fea. 
fen, were impatient to give them a finifhing ftroke. A battle en- 
fued the 1 sth of January, 1730; in which the Afghans were put 
to flight. Tohmas was too circumfpect a General to feparate his 
troops in order to purfue them : too great caution may certainly 
bring on the fame confequences as too much rafhnefz, but the Khan 
refolyed to leave nothing to unneceffary chance, fince it was plain 
that the pride of the Afghans was much humbled. 

Athreff made a fudden and fecret flight from Shirafs, and the 
aunt and fifter of Shah Toxhmas, who were among the captives 
of the former, were conducted to the court of I{fpahan, and the 
Shah’s aunt was given to T’eehmas Kouli Kahn in marriage. Af> 
reff was in his flight, cut to pieces with 200 men, by a body of 
Baluches ; and thus ended the ufurpation of the Afghans, but not 
the calamities of Perfia. The death of Athreff was but a prelude 
to thofe mifchiefs which Nadir was about to bring on that country. 

The Turks had, during the troubles of Perfia, conquered feve- 
ral Perfian dominions, and ‘lochmas Kouli Kahn, w hofe £ fecurity 
was abfolutely inconfiftent with peaceable meafures, directed his 
march towards Hamadan, where he defeated the Turks and took 
the town. After putting garrifons in thefe places, he marched for 
Tauris and Ardeville, and out-marching the Turkifh General, who 

was to defend it with 40,000 men, took thefe places. The "Turks 
demanded a truce, to which Tahmas the more readily confented, 
as his prefence was wanting near Herat, where the Abdallees had 
revolted, whom he, however, after a fatiguing march, ina pitched 
battle defeated. ‘The Turks took advantage of the abfence of 
Kouli Khan, and prepared for the march of the Ot:oman army. 
In 1731 Tcehmas Shah left [{pahan in October, with an army of 
20,000 men, and marched towards Tauris. After having joined 
the troops left there by his general, Tochmas Koult Khan, he paf- 
fed the mountains of Armenia, and reached Erivan in Febr: ITY 
In divers battles the Perfians were beaten. The Shah returned t 
Cafbin, and Hamadan fell again into the hands of the Turks 
Thus the Ottoman army gained this year, what they loft the year 
before. During thefe tranfaétions in the ficld, the fituation of af- 
fairs in Turkey was changed by inteftine 
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_ ne ) . > 
+ imotio iBe Peace Was 


become very defirable, the more fo.as the return ef aehmas Kouli 
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Khan might render the fuccefs of another campaign, very different 
from the laft. ‘The 16th of January, 1732, articles of peace were 
figned. 

Teehmas Kouli Khan, being poffeffed of royal authority fo as 
to be able to raife money, eftablithed already a kind of indepen- 
dency ; for the fupport of which, he engaged in his fervice a con- 
{fiderable number of Abdallees, Afghans, Oufbegs, and ‘Turko- 
men. Thefe were moft likehy to be at his devotion, fo long as he 
paid them well. He no fooner heard of the peaceable turn of af- 
fairs, than he wrote to his Majefty, faying he foon would join 
him, with an army of victorious troops. From motives of policy, 
however, peace was concluded, and Tahmas Shah defired his 
General to difband the army, and repair to Ifpahan. 

He who, in lower rank of life, had been accuftomed to follow 
the dictates of his own pafion. could hardly be expected to thow 
a paflive conduct at the head of a victorious army, entirely devot- 
ed to his fervice. He reprefented to his chief officers the conduc 
of the Shah, as inglorious and impolitic, and made them fenfible, 
vas to that of the Turks. ‘T’o the common foldiers he took care 
the confideration very fenfible, that no particular gratuity 


how much fuperior their valour and knowledge in the art of war, 


ro make th 
was promifed them on their difinifion, after their great and fignal 
fervices. Under thefe circumftances, a man of lefs art and re- 
folucion than Nadir, might have tainted their minds with rebellious 
fontiments; however, it was neceflary to condué his defigns to 
an iffue with great circumfpection. Of every intrigue and private 
commotion at court, Nadir was acquainted by his creatures, and 
was therefore better qualified how to act his part, whea he fhould 
return to court. 

He had employed the end of the laft year, and the beginning 
of this, chiefly in levying men, and difciplining his army; which 
now amounted to feventy thoufand men. The government of the 
province of Khorafan, he gave to his fon Riza Kouli. 

About the month of June he fet out, making flow marches to- 
wards I{pahan, where he arrived in Auguft. He waited upon the 
King, and took care to extol what he had already done, and how 
much he had his Majefty’s intereft at heart. The Shah did not 
fufpect any of histreacherous defigns, but Nadi: feared the more 
that his def#ruction wat refolved on. He acquainted the chiefs of 
his army, with his apprehenfions, and poffefled them with an 


opinion, that their intereft and fafety, were infeparably connected 
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with his own. He then communicated the project he had form- 
ed of depofing Teehmas, and putting that Prince’s fon Abas Myr- 
za, an infant of fix months, in his place. The matter being 
agreed to, under an engagement of fecrecy, the Shah was invited 
to fee his army in review, and the evolutions, and appearance of 
his foldiers, gave him great fatisfaction. After the review was 
over, the Khan invited the Shah toa repaft, which was the fnare 
to entangle his fovereign, who was foon overpowered by the in- 
fufion of a drug; afmall quantity of “ine intoxicated him. In 
this condition he ordered him to be removed to an apartment in 
the gardens of Hazar Jerib. His attendants were feized by the 
guards, and put under confinement. 

Tohmas Kouli Khan having corrupted the great officers of 
ftate, as well as his own Generals, called an affembly, the iffue of 
which was, that the King fhould be removed to fome remote 
part, in the eaftern provinces of the empire. Preparations were 
then made, for the inauguration of the young Prince Abas. 
Toehmas Kouli Khan entered Ifpahan with great pomp, and 
public notice was given, that the great officers of ftate had found 
Shah Toehmas incapable of holding the reins of government ; and 
therefore had chofen his fon Abas, the third of that name, Em- 
peror of Perfia. 

The young infant was accordingly brought out in his cradle, 
and the diadem fixed to the right fide of his head, as a mark of his 
fovereignty. 

Kouli Khan and his creatures, now gave the blow. His eldett 
fon, Riza Kouli, we have obferved, was appointed governar of 
Khorafan ; and his fecond fon, Nezr Ali, was now made governor 
of Herat; his elder brother, Ibrahim, one of the followers of his 
fortune, was made.a Khan, and the government of ! auris was alf- 
figned him; Kherman was conferred on his next brother. All 
this paffed in the month of Augutt. 


Thus did this great and wicked man, under the pretence of 
promoting the honour and intereft of his country, prepare the way 
to afcend the heights of his ambition. The activity of his genius, 
fuffered not a moment to be loft, he publifhed a manifefto, dif- 
claiming the peace which had been lately made with the Turks. I¢ 
was addrefled to the Bathaw of Bagdat, and conccived in thefe 
terms: * Be it known to you, the Bafhaw of Bagdat, that we 


se 


claim an iadubitable right of vifiting the tombs of the Imans, 
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Ali, Cherbellai, Mahallade, Mauza, and Huffein®. We de. 
Lh j « mand the d slic ry of all the Perfians, who have been taken pri- 


Hi «¢ foners in the late war; and as the blood of our countrymen yet 


wl) Pie! «‘ {mokes, and calls upon their fovereign for vengeance, there 


 onght to be fo much thed of the fubjects of the Grand Signior, as 
“6 thefe have fpilt of the fubieéts of the king of Perfia. We make 
‘ thefe our fentiments known, that you may not accufe us of the 
honour of taking you by furprife. We are going foon, at the 
ead of our victorious army, to breath the fweet air of the plains 
f Bagdat, and to take our repofe under the fhadow of its walls.’ 
The ‘1! urks in confequence m: ide preparations for war, and the 
troops marched to the fuccour of Bagdat. ‘Tarhmas Kouli Khaa af- 
fe feted great uncon¢ern at the menacesand preparations of the Turks, 
he knew that the fortune of war did not fo much depend on num- 
bers, as on the valour and experience of foldicrs. He thought it, 
hov ever, his intereft to cultivate a good underttanding with the 
Ruffians, and the natural intereft of Ruflia, but could not render tt 
agreable, to find that the Turks were threatened to be humbled by 
"Te@hmas Khan. 
7 he Perfian General collected all his forces, and e ngaged a body 
Arabians. His army confifted of 80,000 men, and the firft 
operation of the campaign, was the fiege of Kermanfha, which the 
Shuh had yielded up to the Turks, but the inhabitants opened the 


gates to him, and the governor was put to death. ‘Taehmas began 


his march towards Pagdat, the favourite objet he had in view. 
The, 1 urks fent detachments to guard the defiles on the Perfian 
fide, which cover the plains, towards the frontiers of Bag dat; thefe, 
however, were eafily forced. Traverfing the fore ft, between the 
Mendeliand Nezerth, he paffed the river Synce. ‘Then 
he plains of Bagdat, he croffed the river Kentaul, 


ee a ee oat iin 7 j - 
larch of twenty cay » arrived the 1oth af April, 1733> 
* ‘ - 





alls of Ba odat. 
ition is fo compofed, that under an experienced 
could Tr be taken by an eaftern army, any 





famine. s happy fituation on the Tigris, is 
‘ em See Fo, S << 
an advantage which enables it to lay ina Jarge fupply of provifions. 
a 2 c ‘° ai , 
Lehmas Kouli Khan made his advances with great confidence. 


t “| 


—— oo ~ e. © . ° -. L 
Fiowever, deing in want of artillery, he was not capable of making 


; in VER wralic n by i i 2 Perfians, 











MILITARY REPOSITOR re 109 





regular approaches. His great bufinefs was, to inveft the city 
and force the inhabitants to fubmiffion, by famine, or fubdue them 
by ftratagem. Myrza Khan was fent with 10,000 men, a league 
up the ‘Tigris, which they paffed. near the fuburbs of Kouch Ka- 
lefli, where they found a piece of cannon of a very great fize, which 
the Bathaw had neglected to bring away. This was the only 
battering cannon in the Perfian army, and was by no means fufh- 
cient to make a breach. 

Bagdat was now clofely blocked up, on both fides the Tigris, . 
by an army of 80,000: The Turkith garrifon, within the walls, 
confilted of about 20,000 men. ‘Tohmas expected now to oblige 
Achmed Bathaw to a furrender by famine ; nor could he well have 
failed, if his vanity had not got the better of his prudence. 

‘Topal Ofman Bathaw was appointed Serafkier of the Ottoman 
army; but as the fuccours and reinforcements were fent in a very 
irregular marfher, he was obliged to remain feveral months in a ftate 
of in-action. ‘The blockade lafted three months, and the place 
was on the point of falling into the hands of a cruel and enraged 
encmy. 

Toehmas having advice of the march of the Turks, detached 
30,000 men, moftly cavalry, to furprize them; but as he underftood 
that Topal Ofman had an army of 100,000 men, he marched im- 
mediately at the head of his forces, near 70,000, leaving a conf- 
derable body of his men before Bagdat. 

The 18th of July, the advanced guard of the Turkifh army, 
met a detachment of the Perfians, and a fkirmith enfued. The 
Turkith general, having reached the plain, ranged his forces in line 
of battle, dividing them into five different bodies. Toehmas di- 
vided his men into ten different columns. The Turkifh cavalry 
idvanced with great fury, but were repulfed as far as their infan- 
try; but thefe were fo firm, that the fury of the Perfians wae 
itopped. The battle «as for fome time undecided, till a body of 
Arabs, bribed by the Turks, fell on the main body of the Perfians 
in flank. ‘The Perfians could not fupport the fhock, a total rout 
enfued. ‘Their lofs was not lefs than 30,000 men, with all their 
baggage. ‘The Turks, however, paid dear for this victory, for 
they loit near as many men asthe Perlians, Inthe meantime the 
garrifon of Bagdat made a fally, and the Perfians were obliged to 
yic ld to numbers. 


Toehmas Kouli Khan retired with the remains of his army to 


Hamadan, from whence he wrote to the eoyernor of Bardat, fuy- 
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ing, he was -determined to make war like a generous enemy, there~ 
fore acquainted him, that he might be prepared; for, that early 
next year he would take the ficld with a more numerous army, and 
mect him once more at Bagdat. 

His real defign was, however, to return as foon as poflible ; and 
he ordered his fon, Nezr Ali, governor of Herat, to join him 
with all his forces, and thus foon completed again a formidable 
army. + 

Topal Ofman, on his part, was in want of every neceflary for 
his army. He fent, however, a Bafhaw with 6000 men, to take 
poft at the pafs of Takayer, but the already advanced Afghans, 


1 


drove them from thence. Topal Ofman entrenched his army, 


ing of near 100,000 men, ia the plains of Aronia, in an 


advantageous fituation. ‘Teehmas marched towards them, and 
came within fight of their army the 21 ft of O&ober. The next 
dey a part of the Turkith army fallied from their entrench- 
ments, and the Perfians were routed with the lofs of 4000 
men. 

The Perfian General now prepared for a decifive ftroke. He 
fought the firft battle in his own name, as General; the fecond in 
the name of the young king, Shah Abas III. Both thefe being 
unfuccefsful, the army began to be fuperftitious. Kouli Khan re- 
folved to make his decifive blow in the name of Shah Teoehmas. 
The 26th of Oétober he advanced, and the two armies were foon 
ncar enough to one another, fo that the battle became general, in 
which the Perfians were victorious, and Topal Ofman flain. The 
Turks loft all their baggage and artillery, and near 40,000 men. 
Tehmas Kovli was preparing to befiege Bagdat again, when the 
news arrived, that Seefle Mahomed Khan governor of Shirafs> 
had collected an army of 30,000 men, and proclaimed Shah Teeh- 
mas their law ful king. Toehmas Kouli marched back into Perfia, 
with forced marches, and put them to flight; Mahomed Khans 
«ho fel! into Teehmas’ hands, hanged himfelf in prifon. 'Tochmas 
Kouli Khan returned to Ifpahan, where he remained till the next 
{fpring. In the mean time the Ottoman court made all pre- 
paration poilible, to defend themfelves againft this formidable 
enemy. 

Koult Khan having recruited his army to near 100,000 men, 
opened the campaign this year, by marching direétly to Tauris, 
from whence he fent his fon, Nezr Ali, with a body of forces, to 


she I ani r } wire - } ine . > ~ 
e banks of the Keira, to drive the Le gees back again into their 













MILITARY REPOSITORY. rit 








mountains, which foon was accomplifhed, but he himfelf penetrated 
into Georgia, as faras Teflis. Kouli Khan, in the exultation of 
his heart, declared that he would carry his victorious arms to the 
IHellefpont, with a more formidable power than that of Xerxes. 
All the dominions ef the Grand Signior, did, indeed, tremble 
at hismame. Georgia and Armenia, fell a prey to him, and to- 
wards Odtober he came before Ganja, which place, though well 
provided and garrifoned, foon fubmitted at difcretion. From 
thence he directed his courfe to Shamakle, a very flourifhing place, 
the inhabitants of which he drove into the mountains, and the place 
he razed. 

‘The Turks defired peace, but Kouli Khan proudly defpifed any 
accommodation, and the Ruflians yielded up to the Perfians, all the 
diitricts fituated on the coatt of the Cafpian Sea, which had been 
conquered by Peter the Great. The Grand Signicr gave orders 
to the new Serafkier Couproli, who received great reinforcements, 
so give battle to Kouli Khan. 

On the 1oth of June, Toehmas Kouli Khan appeared | with 
55,000 men, in the valley of Arpakari. The Serafkier had an 
army of 80,000. At the approach of the Turks, the Perfian 
General broke up his camp, with a feeming precipitation, retired 
to Erivan, and concealed a body of men in a wood, whilft ano- 
ther party was covered ina valley. In this fituation he prepared 
to receive the Turks. ‘The van of the Turkifh army faw them- 
felves at once attacked in flank and rear, by the Perfians, ‘Ihe 
action was very bloody. ‘The Serafkier was killed with twenty 
thoufand men, and every thing fell into the hands of the Perfians, 
The Turks were again anxious for peace, and Kouli Khan was 
defirous of engaging Rufha in a wat with the Turks, as the molt 
effeStual means of promoting his own {chemes. 

If we confider to what a wretched ftate Perfia had been re- 
duced, fix years before, when Kouli Khan appeared at the head 
of its forces, we muft impute this rapid fuccefs to his military ge- 
nius and fortune. 

1736. The beginning of this year ripened the plot. The young 
Prince Abas died. The roth of March, Kouli Khan affembled 
all the governors of the provinces, and the generals of his army, 
and in a long fpeech, paffed many encomiums on the fervice he 
rendered his country, and how neceflary it was now to choofe a 
proper fucceffor to the throne, and defired their anfwer in three 
days. Thefe being expired, the deputies waited on the General, 




















































rr2 MILITARY REPOSITORY. 





and declared him king. The next day, being the 11th of Marct:, 
he was proclaimed under the name of Nadir Shah. 

't hus did this afpiring geniws reach that poiat, which Ca far could 
not obtain. He being arrived at the fummit of his ambition, be- 
gan to exert that boundlefs authority with which he was invefted. 

Phe coins which he caufed to be ftruck, had thefe infcriptions: 

Nadir, King of Kings, and glory of the age. 

The afiembly were difmiffed, and the firft arbitrary {tep he took, 
‘vas to appropriate the revenues, and lands of the church, to the 
fupport of the army. Meffengers were fent to Peterfburgh and 
Conftantinople, and Nadir was acknowledged as fovereign of Per- 
fia ; all the conquered provinces were yielded back to that empire, 
and a full permiflion was granted for the Perfians to vifit the tomb 
of Mahomed. Nadir recruited his armies, and his fecret defigns 
again{ft India was foon confpicuous. He nominated his fon, Riza 
Kouli Mirza, regent of Perfia. 

In reviewing the expedition of Nadir Shah into India, the rea- 
der will indulge the inclination of making fome comparifon between 
this undertaking and that of Alexander the Great. 

It appears that thefe ravagers of the eaftern world, Alexander 
and Nadir, were actuated by the fame predominant pafhon. Alex- 
ander had the ftrongett defire of fame and glory; Nadir added to 
this, an infatiable thirft of accumulating riches. The one reigned 
by right of birth, the other by an ufurped power; Alexander was 
moft beloved ; Nadir moft feared. Both appear as objeéts of 
terror and aitonifhment. Alexander, born as a Prince, foon was 
led and inftruated to his deftination ; but Nadir, bora and brought 
up in the loweit tate, formed himfclf, and found his military and 
tactic fkill, meerly within himfelf. 

It is now 2144 years fince Alexander made his expedition into 
India. In the month of BPecember, 1736, Nadir began his 


march with a {trong army, and his firft expedition was the taking 
of Kandahar. He pufhed on to Cabul, which is efteemed the 
gates of India, on that fide, and which place he took by ftorm, in 
the month of Junc. 


From hence he marched through the large 
tra of country, between this place and Peifhor. After having 
taken this place, he prepared to pafs the Indus. The Mogul’s 
court, {truck with terror, refolved to prepare for refiftance. Na- 
dir Shah advanced to the bank of the Indus, and paffed it the be- 
ginning of January 173 


traverfed many fmall rivers, 
till he reached the ' 


hich was foon put to the rout. 
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Mahonied Shah, the Indian monarch, commanded his army in 
perfon, advanced towards his enemy, and after flow marches 


pitched his camp in the plains of Karnal. The pomp of the Im- 


perial army was great. It was one of the moft numerous and bril- 
liant, that had for many ages appeared in the calt; confifting of 
near 200,000 fighting men. 

After a march of 25 months, and 1850 miles, Nadir arrived 
with his army in the neighbourhood of Karnal. We mutt notice 
here his method of paffing rivers. He made ufe of two iron 
chains, to which he fixed the fkins of beafts blown up; thefe float- 
ing upon the furface, fupported the feveral parts of a {mall bridge 
of timber, which he carried with him. The chain, being fecu- 
red on both fides of a river, ferved alfo to hold a regular bridce 
of boats. 

Nadir’s army amounted to 160,000 men. 'They came foon to 
an engagement with the Indians, in which 17,000 of the latter 
were flain. A peace enfued, and by this treaty, Nadir, whofe 
object was gain, got all the jewels, military chefts, and every thing 
elfe belonging to the Indian camp, that was worth his taking. 

Nadir now continued his march towards Delhie, the octes of 
which were opened to him. His advanced guard confitted of 
4000 men, who efcorted his haram ; and 20,000 of his beft 
cavalry guarded them at a proper diftance. About two miles be- 
hind followed Mahomed Shah, the Indian Monarch, attende: 
his courtiers, and efcorted by 12,000 Perfians. The Indian 
Lords, at the head of their troops; marched at the diftance of a 
mile from each other, having great bodies of the Perfians between 
them. Nadir himfelf brought up the rear, with the reft of his 
army ; the whole cempofed a number of near 350,000 men, who 
covered near twelve miles of ground in length, andthree in breadth. 
In this manner they proceeded five days march till they came to 
Sonput. This and many other places on the way were plundered 
by she Perfians. From Sonput they advanced to the gardens of 
Shalemar ; here avery folemn entry was made, and the articles of 
peace were regulated, in which all the countries, to the welt of the 
Indus, were yielded up to Nadir. After this he gave again the 
Indian diadem to its legal poffeffor, having firft raifed enormous 
contributions, in which all the barbarities imaginable vere com- 
mitted, 
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** do to me is to kill me, I am prepared.” The afflicted parent, 
between rage and tendernefs, faid, ** No, I will not take your 
life, bat I will make you an example to all the princes of the 
“* earth, I will put out your eyes.”” This was accordingly done. 
It was in February, 1740, that the Shah arrived again with 
his army inthe neighbourhood of IMpahan, and he employed now 
1¢ time ia reducing the neighbouriag tribes, who revolted in 
In 1741, he marched againit the Lefgees, and was 
1742. Lhe good underfanding, fuppofed to fubfift between 
Nadir Shah, and the sovernor of Bagdat gave the Turks no {mall 
inquictude; but the check Nadir met with from the Lefgees, 
brought the Ottoman court to an opinion, that Nadir was not fo 
powerful an enemy as they thought. War againft him was again 
determined on, and their army on the banks of the Euphrates 
were ftrenethened. ‘The Perfians began hottilities, and Bafforat 
and Bagdat were invefted. During this, rebellions were excited 
in all parts of Nadir’s do ninions. He found means, however, to 
reduce fome of them, but the flames of civil war fpread themfelves 
like a torrent. 
1744, The fortune this ¢ eaftern fpoiler feemed now faft to de- 
e prefent, his — againit the 
plains of Hamadan; but foon re- 
ters, and fo divided his ous that the 


1 — . ‘ Lse } 
had moft to fear, were no longer dangerous to his de- 


e Turks prepared rigoroufly for a new campaign, 

tthe end of July, the Perfian army, about eigh thoufand, 

‘lurkith army, above one hundred thoufand ‘Sine ar- 

rived in the neighbourhood of Erivan. A hot battle enfued, 

v hich lafted from morning till night, in which the Perfians at 

laft were vi€torious. Nadir proceeded in this act tion with the ut- 

moft caution, and difplayed all the talents of a } a nt and learn- 
C 1 eenera l ‘he ! rs of the T urk S$ was cnormous. 


46. Na .w too well the danger impending from inteftine 


commotions j erfia, to entertain any thoughts of purfuing his 


h e rather chofe to enter into as fpeedy 
mas pofhble. Lhe greater part of 
is, tillat length peace was concluded, 
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again go. new bufinefs on his hands, for he received the intelli- 
gence that rebellion was breaking out om the borders of Khorafan, 
and that the Georgiaas were ready for the fame. 

747+ Ain this critical fituation of affars, Nadir took the refo- 
lution of marching to Meiched, where he arrived about the end 
ot May, and left tokens of his barbarity and avarice ev ery where. 
He next marched into the plains of Sultan Meydan, a day’s jour- 
ney from Mefched. Here he fummoned fome of the chiefs of the 
Oufbegs, Tukomans, and other Tartars, who compofed a great 


part of his army, and having fworn them to fecrecy and obedience 


difclofed his d« fign of putting to the {word all the Perfians ia his 
camp, faying, he would play off a fky-rocket at twelve at night, 
as a fignal to begin the maifacre: that when this work was done, 
he would load the Tartar chiefs with money and great honours ; 
propofing, when he had erected a huge pyramid of Perfian heads, 
to retire and end his d r at Keelat. 

A Georgian flave. in Nadir’s tent, overhearing fome part of 
the conference in whik " this bloody plot was refolved on, difcover- 
ed the fecret to a principal Perfian officer, who fent for feveral 
others, and communicated the intelligence. Under this fatal ex. 
tremity, what refolution could be taken, but that Nadir himfelf 
thould die ? 

Saleh Beg, an officer of great intrepidity, and colone 
body guard of Afghans, offered his fervice for this pur} om and 
demanded only four chofen men as his followers. ‘The ufua 
of Nadir’s going to reft being paft, and afew hours before the fig- 
nal for the intended maflacre, Saleh Beg, and his followers, un- 
der a pretence of urgent bufinefs, pafied the guard, 
into the outward partition of the haram, met a eunuch, whom they 
difpatched. ! hence they proceeded into the haram, where they 


| aD 


met an old woman, whom they alfokilled. They were ye 


> 


ita 


lofs in which of the tents Nadir flept, till by the light of a lamp 
they difcovered fome jewels; here they rufhed in and found him. 
Either he had not yet flept, or was awakened by the cries of the 


woman, and rofe from his bed. When the affathns approached, 
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Nadir drew his io and demandec 
Saleh Beg made no anf« er, but immediately cut him 


: hy ; wag ; 
ore on the left fide of the collar-bone. This did not prevent the 


1 " 
Shah’s colleétin ry fufficient force, to kil > of the foldirers, who 
came up to him to finith their | piesa He was then re- 


tirng out of his tent, when the cords of it. tripped him up, and 


































eo ~ 








18 MILITARY REPOSITORY. 


saleh Beg gave him am wrtal wound. Nadir cried, ‘° mercy, and 


I wil! forgive you all” to which this officer replied, “ You 
cy, and thercfore merit none.”’ 

performed this important bufin fs, cut off Na- 

vat he was killed, than they took 

1d confufion enfued: 

i men on both fides 


} 1 


campaign of eigh- 


tern world, at the age of fixty- 
vears and three months ; leaving a fatal 
much it is in One man’s power, to plunge a whole na- 

into an abyfs of mifery. 
The actions of this ufurper made fuch a fplendid figure in the 
n world, that it was doubtful, for many years, on what 
he aéted ; but time took off the difguife, and it was found 
ition and avarice. ‘Jo him, however, Perfia “as in- 
for her deliverance from the Afghans. To him fhe owed 
fRtoration of her legal fovereign, and, by his valour and con- 


' 


the Perfian monarchy recovered, in litt 


le more than eight 
, the feveral dominions which had been torn from her; but 
in from the iffue, that he was influenced by motives which 

is laft achons. 
a ftrone, robuft, handfome man, fix feet high; had a 


rand io fonorous, as had great effect wit! his fol. 


nemies, and proved one great ftep to his advancement 


to regal power. His ftrength was not lefs in{irumental to his for- 
tune. He reftored to ufe the battle-axe. and this w eapon in his 
hand carric ith it inevitable death. No part of his charaétes 
was more diitinouifhed than that of a general. He had lived in the 
rs Of pealant, captive, fervant, robber, 

- 7 y hal 
ne. He Was rorwarc, old, and enter- 
; eaufed wonder, but his fuccefS confirmed 
wounded, but w! 1 fh by the af- 
ha; and intl t is grandeur he would, upon an immer- 
gency, Out-march his baggace, and fuffer any hardthip incident to 
2 common forecs 
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fire his people with a determined purpofe, either to conquer er to 
die; nor did even his officers behave ill withi impunity. In action 
he gencrally tired many horfes, being never Ic ng mifling, where 
his prefence was neediul. On thefe occafions, he was accu! ftomed 
to addrefs his men in fuch familiar terms as feemed to demonftrate 


y well, whe 


an opinion, that a foldier will never perform his dut 
he has no regard for his general. He found it indifpenfabl ly ne. 


le 
A 
Rie ba tae hie atone ole ‘n mot iin’ 
ccffiry to keep his army always in motion, in order to prevent thofe 
“ ™, , ’ . 
cies, for which a great part of his foldiers were always ripe. 


By this means alfo, the people in the remoteft 


a/y > 


parts of the empire 
— k oh & owe. < d ] e was r¢ ly t pp © a pe ¥ ~ 
were Kept in awe, an 1 WaS TCAay 0 O} ofe the invanons of his 


n¢ ig! oours, or n ike CONGUECLLS. Nev er Was a2 man more indefati- 


gable, in perfonal application and attendance to every duty of ; 

LUIL 9 th pe ree aul i S « ~ VOT uty ofa 
commander. He was punédtual in the payment of his army, and 
took furprifing care to fupply his camp w ith the neceffaries of life. 
In the conduct of his wars he ever preferred flratagem to force. 


His marches were always rapid, and his progr ofs fo contrary to the 


rdinary rule of war, that he confi ert his encmics. Thus he 
| | 


“epyore* 
often defeated their beft laid {chemes, and attacked them where 


they were leaft able to defend themfelves. Yet, in matters of the 


greateft moment, his refolutions were generally fo good, and fur- 
ms = 
pafling ordinary apprehenhi ions, that it feemed doubtful whether 
they were the effects of a folid judgment, or a blind temerity. 
As to religion, it was uncertain what his notions were. Before 


battle it was his conflant cuftom to proftrate himfelt tor a minute 


* . 
and make an ejaculatory prayer. His mind was ftrongly backed 
with the notions of predeftination, and this made him the more 
d 1+} fs, 

In his politics he was anfathomed, particularly in punifhing ; 
petty crimes he often chaftifed with heavy man whilft 
offences of the blackeft die efcaped with impunity. But, as there 


is no good charaéter without fome fhades and mixture of vice, fo 


t 3; no bD | character wi hout iome yx rt:0n of virtuc. Vacs 
’ e 1 ‘ , ; . 
his vice id his virtues too, but unfortun y for himfelf and 
his people, the former were too predominant. But great was the 
I I 
ao Shall i al aa we 
on of the Perfians, and this corruption was foliered and 


encout i by the corruption of the monarch. 
é i 
m his example we may learn, that the moft ambitious prince 
can n r arrive at the power of d oing ymuch mifcht ef, tilla peope 


devoted to a vain and luxurious fe, corrupt to an cxtreme, 


virtue: erfia could not have groaned 
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der fach a world of miferies, but by the iniquity of the Perfians ; 
that iniquity became the inftrument of their tyrant’s power; and 
never will there want a tyrant in any country, where the people 
are arrived to fuch an extreme of venality and corruption. 


ee 


> SEVEN YEARS, OR THIRD SILESIAN WAR, 
FROM 1756, TO 1763. 


[Continued from page 99.) 


ry HE French gave to ki ng George the Second the beft opportu- 


ofter Seveen. The Hannoveri- 


ans flattered themfelves with a kind of neutrality, according to that 


nity to break the convention of C! 


treaty: but they found themfelves fadly deceived. The country 
was treated like a conquered province, and was termed fo in the 
Trench edié&s. Richelieu exacted not only large contributions in 
money and all forts of neceflaries for his troops, and likewife enor- 
nous fums for himfelf; but, befides this, a farmer-general was fent 
from Paris, to take the whole El-Gorate in farm, after the French 
cuftom; and thus to plunder it methodically. 

‘This farmer general was alfo appointed over the German pro- 
vinces which might be conquered. A French royal extraordina- 
ry edict of the 18th of October, 1757, publifhed this refolution ; 
in confequence of which the Frenchman Gautier erected his far- 
ming fhop at Hannover. ‘Thefe procedings drove the Hannover- 
tans almoft to defpair. tit had more love for his Ele Gorate 
thaa for his kingdom ; he was afhfted by the Britith parliament» 
and decifive refolutions were taken. The convention was in En- 
gland confidered as broken; and the ba rm of Rofbach turned 
the fcale. The Hannover troops, hitherto dif} ‘rfed, were drawn 
together; and the Landgrave of Hefha was eafily prevailed on to 
joia them “ith his army, the French having given him great reafon 
tocomplain. At firft he was inclined to adhere to the conven- 
tion of Clofter Sceven, and recal his troops; the route of the 
march was even arranged: but Richelieu caufed a change in that 
determination. He infifted upon their being totally difarmed, re- 


fufing to let them march off 


on any other condition. The Land- 
grave remonftrated in vain, that his foldiers, being free, armed, and 
provided with every thing, fhould not be confidered as prifoners of 
war, whofe arms micht 4 taken away at pleafure. ‘The Duke of 
Cumberland wrote on that account to a French general ; and the 
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Danith ambafflador, Count Lynar, by whofe mediation the above 
mentioned convention was concluded, went in perfon to the 
French head quarters. He propofea .emoving the Auftrians into 
Holfteia, in order to make the French court eafy on that fubjed. 
The landgrave confeating toit, Richelieu wrote to Verfailles about 
it; but the French minifters refufed this expedient, infifting upon 
the difarming. 

The court of England put an end to the difpute by declaring 
that it would renounce keeping the Heflian troops in pay, if the 
landgrave would not immediately leave them to the difpofition of 
the king of great Britain. 

This prince hefitated now no longer giving his 12,000 Heffians 
to the difpofal of king George. and expofed himfelf thereby 
to the whole fury of the French. A courier was fent from the 
French head quarters with the moft dreadful menaces. They 
threatened that the refidential palace at Caffel fhould be blown in 
the air, the city burnt, andthe whole country deftroyed by fire and 
fword, fo that it fhould for centuries reprefent a defart. The 
landgrave defpifed thefe threats, went away, and the motft terrible 
extortions commenced. Strange it was, that an Auftrian com. 
miffary of the name of Chriftiani appeared at Caffel, in order to 
fhare vith the French the contributions. Orders were given that 
within four and twenty hours all perfons fhould deliver up thei 
gold and filver coin. The arfenals were emptied; and the co- 
fours, kettle drums, and other trophies of Heflian bravery of form- 
er wars, depofited there were reduced to afhes. 

Meanwhile the army of the allies began to form itfelf. The 
Hannoverians and Hefhans were joined by the troops of Brunf- 
wick. The cavalry not being proportionable to the infantry, 
they were joined by fome regiments of Pruffian horfe. Frederic 
could not fpare many foldiers to give them; but he provided 
a general equal to an © hole army.—Duke Ferdinand of Brunf- 
wick ; one of thofe extraordinary men, in whom fuperior talents, 
greatnefs of mind, a generofity of heart, were united to an extra- 
ordinary degree, and added luftre to the human character. Riche- 
lieu threatened in vain to reduce all Hannover into a heap of rub- 
bith, and even to deftroy the royal palace, if the leaft ivimica! mea- 
fure fhould be taken. Ferdinand anfwered very laconically, 
he would wait the confequences, and give a more diftin@ expla- 
nation at the head of hisarmy. Immediately after this the ope- 
ration of the allies began. ‘Two French corps were attacked and 
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beaten. Richelieu became raving, and gave orders to plunder the 
city of Zelt and to burn the fuburbs. The inhabitants fupplicated 
for the prefervation of the Orphan Houfe only, but to no purpofe 

ics. ‘Ihe inclemency of the feafon obliged 
at la't both parties to go into winter quarters. 

Frederic had in the mean time entered Silfia. The Duke of 
Pevern, who with 25,000 men endeavoured to cover that province 
was unable io refift the whole. power of Auftria, which was here 
united to conquer that country. A Pruflian corps, with which ge- 
neral Winterfeld had maintained the communication between Silefia 
and Saxony, had, after a very hard engagement, been obliged to 
relinquifh its poft, and to retreat. This misfortune was heightened 
by the mortal wound which that general received, who was Frede- 


° | 
it was reduced to af 


ric’s favourite, a man of great talents, and one who pofleffed a noble 
heart. His crowned friend, the army, and the whole country, 
lamented him, and confidered his death as a national lofs. 
‘The Aultrian ewes Nadalti advanced now towards Shweid- 
14 took that fortre fs by {ftorm, after a fiege of fixteen days, 
e Duke of hie could not prevent. The garrifon of 
) men, was taken prifoner, « large quantity of all aaa ftores, 
th 200,000 florins in cath, fell into the hands of the Auftrians, 
s conqueft facilitated the communication of the Auftrians with 
a; aud Nadafti joined the grand army near Breflaw. 
> Prufhans were here encamped. ‘Ihe Auflrian generals 
ht it advifeable to attack them before the arrival of the king, 
yn the march thither with his victorious army. The 
pened the twenty fecond of November. The Prufian 
camp was bombarded like a fortrefs, with the 
ry taken at Schweidnitz; and the attack happened oa 
five different places at once. Ona both fides the combat was 
fuftained with great bravery. Night approached—The fate of 
the day wa c decided— > eke expected the attack to be 
renewed at day break, and was Byfe about the confequences, 
on account of the fuperior force of the enemy, he therefore march- 
ed during the night through i'reflaw, and left the field of battle 
to Prince Charles of Lorrain, the Auftrian General, much againft 
his expectation. The army of the latter amounted on the day of 
Ps: to above 80,000 men; that of the Pruffians to oniy 25,0¢0. 
i¢ Pruffians had 6,200 kil dacd wounded, the Auftrians 5,%@0. 
hs f the Prufhians 3,600 were taken priloners. The Duke of Be- 
himfelf was made prifoner two days after, when reconnoitring. 


had no guard with him; and a great fufj tcion was therefore 
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excited that he had formed the defign to avoid being refponfib!efor 
what had happened. 

General Zieten took the command, and led the remaind 
beaten army towards the king. The refult of this retreat was the 
taking of Breilaw; which furrendcred withowt refiftan 
march was allowed to the garrifon of 3,000 Pruffians. 

was fo much diffatisied with General Leftwitz, the commandant 


ant, 
that he punifhed him with imprifonment ina fortrefs. ihe Au- 
{trians gained a very confi head le booty of provifion, ordnance, 
and efpecially ammunition. 
Silefia feemed now to be as good as. loft to the king of Pru%a. 
The Auftrians formed great expe 1ey had gained a battle 


1 
taken two forts, wer: ile poffefiion of the capital of the country, 


Cations :t 
. _ 4 

had a prodigious army to retain what they had conquered. and 

therefore the fineft profpe& of making ia a fhort time an end of the 


war according to their own wifhes. Such was the fortunate fitua- 
tion of the Auffrians at the end of November. ‘The winter fea- 
fon which had begun, was thought to have fet limits to 

eperations of the Praffians. and the winter quarters wer 


the chief confideration; « hen, on a fudden, the whole f 


ed, to the aftonifhment of all Europe. The approach 
was looked upon as the laft feeble effort of a deff 
little army was among the A uftrian 
lin. ‘The Silefians of the Pruffian par 
of the Auftrians totally without care. 
Of this general opinion, Shafgotth the 
avery glaringexample. Frederic had a: 
sank of a prince, creating him a Bifhop, Y 
yours. He had been often a companion to the kit 
was honoured with the order of the | 
firft year of his reign to the day of 
liberal than of any thing elfe. All this was for 
who now confidered his benefactor as loft, and want 
favour of his enemies ; he even fet t 
ence and decency alide, feand lizine the kin 
ing upon the black E agle; a behavicur: 
officers revolted, and which drew upon him ¢ 
He foon after fled to the mountains of Rohe 


from thence he went to Vienna, where he met with cont 
and Therefa as well as the Emperor Francis highly 
his conduct, denied him an audience. At Ron 1¢, 
hated for his lo fe morals, he rour i likew lie neith 


nor compaction; and now 


’ 
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The conquerors had already made many regulations for the go- 
vernment of the country, and a number of civil officers had pro- 
fefled their allegiance to the Emprefs Maria Therefa, when the 
Berlir: parade-puard, as it was called, advanced near the Capital of 
Silefia. Frederic had upon the march joined the army of Bevern, 
that was fled; but they were always obliged to encamp at a certain 
diftance, in order not to damp the fpirit of his victorious troops. 
They daily approached nearer to the enemy, who was entrenched 
near Bretlaw; when the king called all his generals and ftaff off- 
cers together, delivering to them a fhort but very energetic {peech. 
He reprefented to them his perilous fituation ; calling to their me- 
mory the bravery of their anceftors, the blood of the warriors, 
who fell in the defence of their country, which ought to be avenged, 
and the glory of the Pruffan name; declaring at the fame time 
his firm reliance on their courage, their zeal and love for their coun- 
try at a time when he was going to attack the enemy and to wreil 
from them the advantages they had gained. This fpeech infpired 
his warriors with an enthufiaftic ardor. Some thed tears ; all were 
moved. ‘The moft eminent of the generals anfwered in the name 
of that body of heroes, promifing the king to conquer or to 
dic. This animation foon diffufed itfely through the whole of the 
Prafhan army ; andas they learnt that the Aultrians had left their 
advantageous pofition, in order to meet the Pruflians, they con- 


fidered the enemy already as good at vanquilhed. 
It was on the 5th of December that this battle, the greateft in 


this century was fought, near the village of Leuthen. The fitue. 
tion of the two armies were in every refpect different : the Prufhans 
were only 39,000, the Auftrians go,ceo itrong. ‘The latter 
full of confidence in their great power, their Coloflian alliance, and 
the poffefhon of Silefia which they had already half conquered; 
the former, on the contrary, full of reliance on their fuperior fkill 
in military tacties, and on tlieir great leader. In the one army 
reigned plenty through the fupplies, which without interruption 
could be brought from Lohemia; but in the other was the want 
of many neceffiries. The one had enjoyed a long reft, the other 
was much fatigued by a long forced march. The Auftrians were 
on this memorable day fitted out with only common warlike fpirits ; 
the Prufhans infpired with heroifm, 

Thus both armies met on a plain, a better than which Frederic 
could not have defired. The Auftrians ftood in mighty lines, which 
theeye'could not meafure ; and could hardly believe their fenfes, when 
they faw the fmall Pruffian army advance to the attack. But now 
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Frederic’s great genius broke forth. He chofe the oblique order 
of battle, which gained the Grecians fo many victories and by the 
help of which Epaminondas vanquithed the almoft invincible 
Spartans; a pofition that belongs to the mafter-picces in the art of 
war, and refts upon that rule to bring more foldiers on the chief 
point of attack than the enemy, and thereby, as it were, to force 
the victory. Frederic made feint movements towar ds the enemy’s 
right wing, whilft his defign was dire&tcd on the left. He 
ordered a particular manceuvre, which other troops, have attmpted 
to imitate, but which to this day has been executed by the Prufhians 
only with the requifite order and alacrity. The art of that evo- 
lution confifts in dividing a line into many bodies, to join thofe 
bodies clofe together, and thus to caufe the whole mafs of 
men to move on. Frederic invented that method. It. was an 
imitation of the Macedonian Phalanx, which marched and fought 
in fixteen ranks, and was for many ages confidered as invincible, 
till the {word of the Roman legions deftroyed it, fo that nothing 
but the name of it is remaining. ‘I his fo contrived body of foldicrs 
takes buta fmall fpace in proportion and fhews at a diflance a 
moft confufed lump of men promifcuoufly huddled together. How- 
ever it requires but one fignal of the general, to untie the knot 
with the greateft order, and with fuch rapidity that it reprefents 
the breaking out of a ftorm. 

Thus Frederic attacked and overpowered the lef wing of the 
enemy. Reinforcements came to the affiftance of the beaten 
troops, but no time was given them to form: they no fooner appeared 
than they were repulfed. One Auftrian regiment fell upon the 
other, and the confufioa was inexpreffible. Many thoufand of 
A.ultriantroops could not come to a fhot, but were carried along 
with the torrent. The {trongeft refiftance was in the village of Leu- 
then, which was occupied by many Aultrian troops and artillery. 
To thofe came a great number of fugitives, who filed all the houfes 
and corners of the place, and made a defperate defence. At lat 
they were obliged to give way. ‘Terrible as the confufion was ia 
the defeated army, fome of their belt troops endeavoured to form 
again under favour of the ground; but the Proffians foon pat them 
to flight, and their cavalry, breaking in on ail fides, made prifoners 
by thonfands. At Collin it was neither {kill nor bravery, but the 
iron vomiting machines, placed on inacceffible heights, that decided 
the fate of the day: but at Leuthen victory was determined by tac. 
tics and valour only. ‘Twenty one thoufand prifoners were made 
on the fieki of battle, 6,500 were killed and wounded, and 6,006 
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more went over tothe conquerers afterthe battle. The lofs of 
the Pruffians was 5,000 killed and wounded. 

The immediate confequence of that day was the fiege of Bref- 
law, which was left to its fate by the defeated, army, after they 
had ftrongly garrifoned it. ‘There were gibbets erected in 
town for thofe who fhou!d talk of a furrender; however in a fort- 
aight itwas given up after.the Prufhans had made every preparation 
for a ftorm ; and the garrifSn, confifting of 13 generals, 700 offi- 
cers, add 18000 men, were obliged to lay down their arms. The 
Proffians made here a booty of a confiderable magazine, a vaft 
quantity of provifion-waggons, and 144,0°0 florins in cafhh. Ge- 
neril Zieten, who was purfuing the enemy, made befides, 2000 
prifoners, and took 3000 waggon. Thus the Auftrians loft in 
two weeks, nearly 60,000 men ; and the reft of their army, a few 
weeks before fo formidable, prefented only a corps of fugitives, 
who, without cannon, colours, or baggage, oppreffed with want, 
and petrified with cold, were creeping over the Bohemian moun. 
tains in fearch of a home. 

The king’s principal military talents confifted in repairing errors, 
and making the beft ufe of advantages. ‘Ihe recovery of Silefia, 
which he had nearly loft, and more than 40,000 prifoners, would 
not have been fufficient to impede the victorious career of that 
re(tlefs general, had not the advanced winter feafon, and the deep 
{now put a ftop to his farther progrefs. Even the fiege of 
Schweidnitz was obliged to be deferred till the fpring. ‘The lat 
operation in this campaign was the re-taking of Liegnitz. The 
garrifon of 3500 men obtained a ftee march ; but a large magazine 
of provifions and ammupition was left behind for the Praffians. 

Bredéric had at the end of this year the fatisfaction of {eeing all 
his dominions cleared fromthe enemy. The Auftrians haftened 
to the Imperial hereditary countries to recover from their dreadful 
defeat. The Rufhans had evacuated Pruflia ; the French were 
driven from the frontiers of Brandenburgh, and in poffeflion of fome 
{mall remote provinces of Weftphalia only. ‘Ihe troops of the 
Empire were fent home, and the Swedes driven out of Prafhan 
Pomerania by general Lehwald, whereby even Swedith Pomera- 
nia fell into the hands of the Pruffians, who likewife took poffeffion 
of Mecklenburgh, taking winter quarters in Saxony without in- 
terrupton. 

Thus ended a campaign unparalleled in the annals of the v orld. 
In this one year, feven capital battles were fought befides a number 
of great fkirmifhes, of which in palt times many would have been 
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confidered as battles. Great generals, who were among the phe- 
nomena of nature, Frederic and Ferdinand, appeared at once 
on the theatre of war, to perform aétions, worthy the imitation of 
the wartiors of future ages. Henry, the hereditary prince of 
Brunfwick and Laudon, had alfo unfolded here the genius of fu- 
perior talents ; and fome others, though lefs great, yet of abilities 


fufhcient to found the military fame of a nation at any other peti- 
p 
4 


Severn, Etrées , Broglio, Had- 


ick, Romanzow, Wunth, Zicten, Werner, er many other ce- 


riod: Seydlitz, Keith, Fouquet, 


ebrated commanders of different corps had here the firft opportu- 
nity of difplaying their extraordinary capacities. Three other 
generals, renowned for the trophies they had gained, whofe me- 
nory ftands immortal in the journals of warlike achicrements, 
fell in that ever memorable campaign; Schwerin, Brown, and 
Winterfield, fealed their glorious aétions with their blood. More 
than 700,000 warriors had been in arms. And of what nations? 
Not of enervated Afiatics, who in former times covered the 
jelds with numberlefs hordes, and afforded the Grecians, the 
Romans, and the Britons an opportunity of obtaining fingular 
triumphs. They were not Crufadors promifcuoufly collected, who, 
like grafhoppers, overflowed whole provinces in monftrous fwarms, 
fought without order, and wer. red men from a fanatic zeal. 
No: they were all warlike nations, who fought here on g ponte 
und; none of them unworthy the high culture of the eigh- 
nth century, and fome of them equal to the mo/t valiant na- 
ons of ancient times, and more than one of them by itfelf able 
to give laws with the {word to a great part of the world. 


,] 


ry? . , al 
Lhe extraordinary revolutions which happened within the fhort 


{pace of that campaign, were fuch as to bid de fiance to 5 all human 
precaution and experience, and feemed to deviate from the natu- 
ral courfe of things. At the beginning of the year we faw the 
king of Pruffia triumphant; the power of Auftria almoft annihi- 
lated; a large army blocked up in a city on the point of furrender- 

3; the Imperial metropolis itfelf not fecure; and Therefa’s hopes 
imoft annihilated. At once the feale of Auftria finks again.— 
The Auttrians are victorious, gain battles, and make conquelts— 
On the contrary, Frederic is beaten, driven from Bohemia, for- 
ken by his allies, fi honey by enemics on all fides, and on 
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the point of deitruction. ut fudde nly he rifes again tot 
than ever. The armies of the Rufhans, the Swedes, 
troops of the empire, the French and the Auftrians, partly beaten 


“ad partly deftroyed; whole armies are taken prifoness: and Si 
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lefia, that was half loft, regained in the midft of the winter by 
one ftroke of the fword. The Roffians are victorious in Pruffia 
and fly: they leave many thoufands of their fick and wounded be- 
hind, and the beaten Pruffians purfue them to the frontiers of Po- 
land. The warlike Swedes, on their arrival in Pomerania, find 
no enemy; their foldiers pant for dangers, and their officers for glo. 
ry. The fate of Berlin is intheir hands. Nothing is done; and, 
foon after, they are foreed to feek for fafety under the cannon of 
Stralfund. The French army is in quiet poffeffion of all the pro- 
vinces between the Elbe andthe Wefer. The Hannoverians take 
up arms; Ferdinand puts himfelf at their head; and that mighty 
enemy flees, leaves corfiderable magazines behind, and is locked 
up inacorner of Northern Germany. 

The Britons hitherto would hear nothing of a war by land ; 
however, Hanover fuffering in their caufe, and the exploits of 
Frederic, which were no where more efteemed than among that 
nation, changed their former fentiments. The king of 
Pruflia became quite the idol of the Englifh, They celebrated his 
birth day in London, and in the provinces like that of their own 
beloved monarch. The parliament granted him an annual fubfidy 
of 670,000 pounds fterling. It was agreed to fend Britith troops 
to Germany ; and the great Pitt, who foon after took the rudder 
of the ftate into his hands, and governed by the power of his great 
genius the Britith empire like a dictator, laid it down as a principle, 
that America was to be conquered in Germany. 

(1758.) Both belligerant powers now had new hopes and new 
defigns ; both had gathered new ftrength ; and fo the campaign of 
1758 was opened. ‘Ihe Rufficns were the firft on the theatre of 
war. Apraxin “as recalled, Fermor received the command with 
pofitive orders to take Pruffia in poffefion, which he performed in 
the midit of winter. Frederic, not doubting but this enemy would 
advance farther, and having again reeruited his armies, which v ere 
by fo many battles preatly reduced, and having likev ife provided 
them abundantly with every thing, vas wifhing to undertake fome- 
thing againft the Auflrians before he attempted any thing againft 
the former. He therefore turned his views towards Moravia, be- 
ginning his operations with the fiese of Schweidnitz. ‘This for- 
trefs with its garrifon of 50co men, which was blockaded ali the 
winter, furrendered to the Pruffians after a defence of fixteen days. 
It was now his turn to befiege CImutz. This fort was provided 
with a ftrong garrifon, and all neceflaries to hold out a long fiege. 
To this fort came as the commander, General Marfhal, 2 man of 
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experience, courage, and refolution ; fo that they had every reafon 
to expect a vigorous refiftance. 

The many difficulties attending an invafien into Moravia were 
not a little augmented by the diltance of the Pruflian magazines 
from Olmutz, which was 82 miles. However, all obita- 
cles were furmountéed. ‘ihe king made figns as if he intended 
to enter Bohemia ; but deluded the enemy, and forced his way 
into Moravia. ‘The enemy’s corps, who attempted to ftop the 
undertaking, were repulfed ; and the fiege was formally com- 
menced. ‘Ihe commander took the molt effective meafures for 
defence, repaired the fortifications fpeedily, augmented his {tore of 
provifions, difburthened himfelf of all ufelefs inhabitants, and de- 
molifhed the fuburbs. Field marfhal Keith commanded the be- 
fieging corps. But the firft meafures they took angured an unfor- 
tunate refult. Balby, the Prufhan colonel of engineers, a French- 
man, committed the moft extraordinary blunders whereby every 
thing was protracted. ‘The firft trench of the befiegers was : 500 
paces from the fort, a diftance which rendered all firing fruitlefs. 
They advanced by degrees in fpite of the fullies and the vehement 
fire of the befieged, and the place was cannonaded with 50 pieces 
of ordnance. 

The wants, in commencing and continuing a fiege, according to 
the modern art of war, are immenfe ; at this there was daily occa- 
fion for feveral hundred waggon loads of powder and balls. The 
neceffary fuppiies for the Prufhans were daily brought in large and 
fmall tranfports. They generally arrived fafe ; but the fiege re. 
quired much more ; all depended, therefore, on a large tranfport, 
which was expected from Silefia by the way of Troppau, confi ‘ing 
of more than 3000 waggons loaded with ammunition and provisions. 
To prevent its arrival was Daun’s chief defign, in order to five 
Olmutz without engaging the king, to which he very feldom 
inclined precaution being his leading character. He made ufe 
of the ftrength of his army, fending different corps to occupy the 
roads and environs through which the tranfports were to puafs, 
many fkirmifhes happened. Fortune alternately declared in favor 
of both ; but, on the whole, nothing was decided. 

Frederic did every thing that his fituation as befieger, and the 
weaknefs of his army would permit, to obtain the tranfports fafely, 
on which all depended. Colonel Mofel, an experienced officer, 
commanded the convoy. This corps was gooo men firong ; and 
with this aftonifhing train he began a very tedious and difficul: 
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march. From the rain and the continual paffage, the roads wete 
fo much injured, that the waggons almoft every moment ftuck ia 
the mud, and the train was thereby retarded and fepatated. Mo- 
fel was obliged to halt from time to time, notwithftanding which 
one third of the train was left behind. He could not wait for 
them, but proceeded on his march which led through hollow ways 
and near the enemy’s batteries. Here Laudon was waiting for 
them, His Croats, pofted in a wood, attacked the Prufhans with 
great heat ; but they pufheg on into the wood, repulied the enemy 
and made feveral hundred prifoners. 

During this 6 SN the train was put into the greateft con- 
fufion. The peafants, who drove the waggons, were fo frighten- 
ed at the firft c: innon-fhot, that they left every thing, and difperfed- 
Many took off their herfes and haftened away. A great part of 
them never appeared again, but fled direily home. Even many 
wageons wheeled about regularly and returned to Troppau. Mofel 
made the belt of this fhocking difafter, and continued his march. 
The king detached general Zieten to mect him, who was lucky 
enough to join him; but there was mot the half of the waggons, 
vnd marty of thofe could not proceed for want of drivers, who 
wer difperfed. A freth halt was abfolutely neceflary, and this 
precious time the Auftrians ufed to poft 25,000 fele& troops 

mongft the buthes near Darmftadel. Laudon and Zitkowitz 
were their commanders. ‘'he train had hardly reached thefe 
mountaneous pafies, when they were attacked on all fides. They 
fired with cannon at the waggons, killed the horfes, blew up the 
powder wapggans, and put every thing in the molt dreadful confu- 
fion. However, the Pruffians did not lofe courage, defending 
themfelves more than two hours in the moft difadvantageous fitua- 
tion. They were divided in feparate parties to cover the immenfe 
line of waggons; but the enemy could draw together at pleafure, 
making their attack in whole columns. ‘Ihe Prufhans were at laft 
overcome, and the whole tranfport feparated. Zicten was cut off 
with a {mall part of the convoy, and obliged to retreat to Troppau 
under continual fighting. General Krowkow collected the remain- 


ing troops, and 250 waggons, with which he fafely arrived at the 


king’s camp. Amongft thofe were 37 waggons laden with mo- 


ney of which none fell into the enemy’s hands. 

Allthe bravery of the Pruflians was fruitleis in an engagement 
fo unequal, for it was not difficult to deftroy a tranfport which 
formed a line of. waggons from fifteen to twenty miles, and where 
the troops were feparated at the diltance of aleague. In this fitu- 
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ation the Prufhans did every thing that could be expeéted of the 
braveft warriors. A number of recruits were with the tranfports 
eighteen and twenty years old, drawn from the cantons of the 
Mark, and Pomerania, who never had feen an enemy, and who 
fought here like Romans. Outof goo, but 65 were taken prifon- 
ers, the bodies of the remainder were left on the field of battle. 

[ To be continued. } 


i 


THE INFLUENCE OF THE SCIENCES ON THE ART OF WAR. 


“ "THE experience we may acquire from hiftory, is the 
* beft inftruction; for it enables us, at all times, and under all 
“ circumftances to form a correct judgement of whatever is 
* good.” 


AN ancient ftate,* which feemed to have a predileion, that it 
was one day deftined by the fword of Mars, to become the regent 
of the earth, took the heroic refolution, to dedicate its life wholly 
to the fatiguing labours of warlike exercifes. Convinced that in 
war not the mind but the body is moft affeGted; the arts and {cien- 
ces, which feemed only to contribute to the cultivation of the 
mind, and not to be in an immediate conneétion with military 
operations, were here defpifed, neglefed, and even expelled. 
Accordingly they became what they endeavoured to be; Soldiers 
without troubling themfelves with geometry, philofophy and the 
arts. 

The life of this ftate was a perpetual chain of war and victory. 
Tts triumph over beaten enemies, over conquered cities and pro- 
vinces are innumerable. If we add the creat lift of its renowned ge- 
nerals, the number of its old and experienced foldiers, whofe bodies 
were covered with wounds and fears, (glorious marks of their victo- 
ries!) we have glaring evidences of the uncommon war experience 
of that nation. Yet this military flate with all its experienced 
generals and foldiers, made not one progreflive ftep in the ime 
provement of the art of war. At the end of five warlike centu- 
ries, this art was at Rome on the fame contratted {Cale on which 
it Was at its beginning. Fabulous as this may appear, it is confrm- 


ed by hiftory. 


© Rome. 
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What was it then, we may afk, that kept the warlike fpirit of 
that nation in fo narrow a compafs? was the greatnefs of thofe def- 
pifers of the {ciences, founded on chance only? or upon their al- 
ways having had enemies to oppofe, who were more ignorant than 
they? But let us fee v hat flight military taétics took among that 
ration,* who adored Minerva both as the goddefs of wif- 
dom and of the art of war; and who fet out with the fame de- 
gree of knowledge, but with ‘different principles. 

Geometry, philofophy, eloquence, hiftory and poetry were at 
home among thofe people. They were the inftrz@ion of the 
youth, the ftudy of the more advanced, and the entertainment 
of the experienced foldier. ‘The officers cultivated by thofe {ci- 
ences, regarded war with the fame philofophical eye as Newton 
looked upon nature. Military objeéts were to them what phy- 
fical appearances are to the mathematician. In the combat for 
their conntry and for liberty, they meafured the effec of power 
were the common foldier thinks on nothing but killing and on 
avoiding being killed. Accuftomed, in every campaign, to write 
down thei: experiences and obfervations, to deduct from them con- 
clufions and rules for pofterity, to them no event was loft, no 
misfortune “ ithout utility, no event without confequenees. And 
fo was the art of war, among that nation, at an early period raifed 
toa {cience, and was publicly taught in their feminaries. The 
notions which they connected with the inftruftion of the art of 
warin their {chools may beft be conceived from fome exprefhons of 
Socrates, who, at that time, was a common Athenian foldicr, but 
who, upon the field of battle knew to obferye with the eye of a fages 
and to give even to generals ufeful leffons. Being informed that 
a certain Dionefidor had arrived at Athens, in order to give leStures 
on the art of war, he took an opportunity of thus addrefling one of 
his young friends : “* It would be a fhame, if one who aimed at 
“‘ occupying the ftation of a commander in the army, fhould let 
‘¢ this fine opportunity efcape to ftudy the artof war. The fate 
‘* of a country, during a war, depends on the general ; therefore, 
‘¢ any one that fhould fuffer himfelf to be ele&ted to fuch a poft 
<* without having acquired the requifite knowledge, ought to be fe- 
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“ verely punifhed.” 

This difpofed the yonng man to take leffons of the beforemen- 
tioned imftructor. Socrates, fome time after, meeting the young 
man again in company, addreffed them in the following manner: 
€ Js not this yonth, in your opinion, more vencrable fince he has 

® Greece 
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ftudied the art of war? For, as a man may be a phyfician with- 
out practifing his art, this young man is now a general, even 
though he fhould not have one voice at the clection to the com. 
mand ; whilft, on the contrary, another who krows nothing of 
the art of war does not become a better general by having fuf- 
fered himfelf to be elected.” 

Xenophon, who relates this anecdote, and who moft likely was 
the very man alluded to, has, by his example, juitified the judgment 
of Socrates. He was afterwards among the corps of ten thoufand 
Greeks, as a volunteer without command. The terrible fituation 
of that body of troops, aficr the lofs of a battle, in the centre of 
the Perfianempire, is wellknown. Beforethem an enraged monarch 
whofe empire and life they intended to take away, who could 
raife millions of men to his vengeance; ia their rear large rivers, 
impracticable mountains, pafles accupied by inimical nations, many 
hundred miles from their own country, without a guide, without 
the means to pafs rivers, without provifions, without commanders. 
Vi ho was it that in this perilous fituation knew to give advice, take 
the neceflary precautions, point out the road, the order of march, 
determine the attack and defence, and to condité the whole corps 
{.fely to their home? It was the youngeft of the five new eleéted 
g nerals—-the {cholar of Socrates. 

The Greeks philofophifed in the field and arranged battles in 
their ftudies; extending thereby their knowledge, and at every 
new war they made progrefs in tactics. Im lefs tan two hundred 
years they brought the art of war to the higheit perfection; and 
after three hundred years they became the inflructors of the Ro- 
mans, who, with all their perpetual wars and victories, looked upon 
tactics as a trade, they having fuffered this art to degenerate upon 
their field of Mars into a mechanical famenefs. 

An evident proof of the perfection of the Grecian taétics to. 
wards the end of the firft period, is Alexander the Great; who 
from the 2oth to the 25th year of his age, in his A fiatic campaign, 
already made ufe of all the tactical arts, which in the prefent cen- 
tury Frederic I1. of Prufha has fo exceilently difplayed. In the 
paflage over the Granicus, in the battle of Arbela; in the paflage 
over the Hydafpes, we behold the models of the battles of Prague, 
of Leuthen, of Collin, and of Crefeld. It is, therefore, not fef- 
‘ening the knowledge of Alexander if we affert that he had only 
weak A fiatics to combat; it fuffices, that his plans were fo wife 
that he might have adopted them againft any nation on earth; hi: 
enemies poffeffed fo much taétical knowledge that they oppofed to 
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him the fame, and often better manceuvres, as in the beforemention- 
ed battles, the Auftrians to the Pruffians, and the French to the 
allies. 

A flate may neglect or defpife the arts and fciences, and the art 
of war, which always keeps equal pace with them ; they at laft 
prevail, and take a terrible vengeance of their opponents. ‘This is 
what Rome experienced, to which we now return again. They 
already began to rank Regulu’ among his great predeceffors, having 
beaten in their own country the army of Rome’s powerful rival, 
Carthage ; a ftate, which infignificant as its beginning was, now 
reigned over numerous provinces and feas, and’which by the extent 
of its commerce, and its indefatigable induftry, poffeffed immenfe 
riches, when the pride of the Roman warriors became humiliated, 
and the theory of the art of war, accompanied by the other {ci- 
ences, began to fhine in the occident with the fame brightnefs as it 
had hitherto done in the orient. 

At that time there was at Carthage a man, of a mean appear- 
ance ; but he was educated in that warlike ftate, where they were 
accuftomed, before every battle, to bring offerings to the amiable 
Mufes, the protectors of the fciences. Xanthippus, who never be- 


fore was heard of having been at the head of an army, was bold 
enough todeclarcamong his friends, that the Carthagenians were not 
beaten by the art of the Romaus, but by the ignorance of their own 
generals. The Senate, in their defpair, placed the fate of the ftate 
and their army into the hands of this man. Ail were aftonifhed, 
when they faw how he divided the undifciplined troops into fpartan 


legions, and inftruéted them before the town in war manceuvres. 
All now were eager to combat under the lead of fuch a commander. 
The army of the Romans was beaten, and the proud Regulus taken 
prioner. 

Xanthippus, to avoid jealoufy, the fure companion of merit, re- 
tired to his native country ; but he left among the Carthageniansa 
light in the art of war, which afterwards {pread death and deftruc- 
tion in Italy. He left his fcholar, the Carthagenian Hamilkar, a 
worthy fucceffor in his office, and heir of his arts. That able 
tactician, who defeated the rebels of the ftate by a fkilfal manceuvre 
on the river Macar, and who, according to the expreflion of Po- 
lyius, proved how great the difference was between generals who 
are matters of the tactics, and thofe of mere mechanical prattice. 

This zealous defpifer of the Romans did all in his power to in- 
fpire his fon, Hannilal, with the fame fentiments of hatred againft 
the Romans. When a boy of nine years old, he made him fwear 
at the altar of jupiter, an eternal enmity agaiaft them. 
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Inflamed by hatred againft the Romans, and inftructed by a 
fecond Xanthippus, Hannibal, though not above 27 years old, was 
bold enough to declare war againft the ftateof Rome. The great- 
nefs of this enrerprize we fee by confidering the then fituation of 
Rome. During 500 years fhe had carried on innumerable wars, 
and finifhed them ail victorioufly. They had 150‘000 infantry 
and 6000 horfe for the defence of their capital. Their whole 
force, with thofe of their allies, was 700,000 infantry, and 70,000 
he ". Hannibal entered Italy, againft all thofe forces, with lefs 
than 20,000 men. 

Such an enterprize can be equalled only by the fortitude with 
which Hannibal performed this march, the moft difficult that eve: 
was made. Nothing was capable of impeding his courfe, neither 
rapid rivers, nor numerous foes. They endeavored in vain to ani- 
hilate his army between the precipices of mountains. Nature had, 
in vain, fortified Italy with the Alps, whofe rocks and motmtains, 
covered with fnow, are loft inthe clouds. In the midft of winter, 
and the feverity of the feafon, he broke through thefe rocks and 
mountains of fnow, a road never before trodden by man or beaft. 

When he arrived in Italy, the fortune of war among the Ro- 
mans, their valour and experience melted away before him like bad 
metal in the refiner’s furnace. Evidences of this are the great bat- 
tles on the river T'rebia, on the lake of Trafimene and of Cannae, 
in each of which he annihilated almoft a Roman army. Rome 
was plunged into gricf. In vain they recalled to their minds their 
former brilliant triumphs; they only ferved to augment their con- 
fternation. The moft experienced generals feemed to have loft 
all prefence of mind; Fabius alone acquired the praife of his 
countrymen, by having found out that it was impoffible to attack 
Hannibal upon a ground favorable to war manceuvres. He faved 


his army by marching them on the fide of Hannibal over mountains 
and almoft impaffable ground, while thé latter devaft.ted the fertile 
plains of Italy with fire and fword. But to conquer Hannibal, re- 
mained a fecret to him as well as to his calleagues, who little knew 
that the art of war mult be ftudied, and was not to be learnt by 


mere mechanical pradtice. 

Archimedes, whofe writings we ftill poffefs, and who laid the 
foundation of almoft every modern difcovery in mathematics, pre- 
pared, at this time, death and deftruétion to another Roman arniv. 
Archimedes, who thought practice to be the flave of theory, was 
often requefted by king Hiero, his relation, to fhew the utility ot 
his ftudies by praétical application. But now, the place of his 








136 MILITARY REPOSITORY. 


nativity being befieged by the Romans, he manifefted it by inven- 
tions of war machines of all kinds. Sometimes he prevented the 
affault of a Roman army by a torrent of {tones and arrows. Some- 
times he annihilated the Roman veffels with rocks thrown by ma- 
chines. Sometimes he deftroyed thofe, who, by favor of the night, 
had approached the wall. by other machines, like drawing wells. 
With thcfe he drew the boats, with the men in them, out of the 
water, and plunged them back into the abyfs. Marcellus, the Ro- 
man general, in vain made ufe of all his forces during three years 
before Syracufe, a city, which he thought to conquer by one fingle 
affault. All his {kill and force availed him nothing againft one 
fingle mathematician, till at laft on a faft day, by the negligence of 
the guard, they were fuffered to mount the walls, and Archimedes, 
amid{t his mathematical inftruments, in his ftudy room, was killed 
by a Roman foldier. 

‘Tfiough the examples of Xanthippus, Hannibal, and A'rchi- 
medes, and the lofs of fo many armies, gave to the Romans evident 
proofs of the influence which the fCiences have over the art of 
war ; yet they would not have found out their efror, if one of their 
fellow citizens had not by an indifputable example, opened their 
eyes. To oppofe Hafdrubal in Spain, a general was to be elett- 
ed, The moft experienced officers trembled at the idea of general- 
fhip ina country where death feemed particularly to perfecute the 
leaders. Scipio alone (a Young man of 24 years,) was not difcot- 
raged. From his infancy, according to thé é¢xampie of the 
Grecks, he had addicted himfelf to philofophy. elocution, poetry, 
the Greck language, and the ftudy of their tactical writings, and 
was prefent at feveral campaigns. He was ele&ted to the com- 
raand of the Roman army in Spain, in confequence of an eloquent 
addrefs to the people 

His firft endeavor was to exercife his army in the grand nia- 
noeuvres, which he had learned from the hiftory of the Punic war; 
the lefs important manceuvres only being hitherto known at Rome 
in the fame manner as they were at Carthage before Xanthippus, 
and in the prefent century before Frederic the fecond. ‘The hap- 
pieft confequences were the refult of his {kill and a@tivity. He 
defeated the Carthagenian army in Spain, and formed the impor- 
tant project of pafling over to Africa with his army, and attacking 
the Carthagenian ftate in its very bofom. He proceeded with the 
caution of a veteran gencral, paffing a whole year in Sicily in making 
preparations for his African campaign, and in exercifing his troops. 
At the review, the Roman infpediors beheld new erolutions by 
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land and by fea. Scipio fafely landed his troops in Aftica. The 
Carthagenians were defeated in feveral bloody engagements ; and, 


beginning to be terrified at the fame of Scipio’s fuccefles, they 


recalled Hannibal out of Italy, to oppofe the Romans at home ; 
but nothing could refilt the fkilful manceuvres of Scipio. Even 
Hannibal was unable to ftand againft him. He who was fixteen 
years the terror of Rome, and their inftrugtor ia military manceuvres, 
was now, in a deeilive battle, on which the fate of Carthage depen- 
ded, defeated by his {cholar. 

This battle clofed the fecond Punic war, the end of that pow- 
erful combat between theory and praétice, which had lafted fince 
the time of Xanthippus, and was decided in favor of the former. 
They began now te be convinced at Rome, what the mind of one 
man who is enlightened by the fciences, can do in war. Scipio’s 
enemies were no longer able to leffen his actions and his merits. 
His triumphal entry into Rome was the triumph of the fciences. 
From the hiftory of Scipio, as well as that of Alexander and Hari- 
nibal, it became evident that a young man, aflifted by theory, and a 
few years experience, may take the command of an army to more 
advantage than any old general, whofe knowledge is the refult of 
practice only. ‘Then they were conyinced, fays Saliuft, that in 
war, the mind does more than the body. 

The Roman youth, atid particularly thofe who had formed pre 
tenfions to higher military pofiss iow endeavored to cultivate 
their minds by the fciences. We {ll have to regret the lofs of 
the works of Cincius, Dimentus and Cato. The latter, as he de- 
clared himfelf, was more proud of his writings than of the many 
victories he gained as a Roman general. 

The refalt, which was dearly bought with the ruin of fo many 
Alourifhing provinces, with the blood of millions of men, with enor- 
mous expences, was, that the mind of the officer was to be culti- 
vated by ftudy as well as the body of the common foldier by exer- 
cifes and manceuvres. 

It is true, that common foldiers, who never had a {cientific 
education, often diftinguifh themfelves in war by a noble conduct. 
But who knows by what fecret way the fciences often thew their 
influence ? And even if we allow that a man may bear with forti- 
tude the greateft hardthips of war, be active in his enterprizes, and 
valiant in danger, without taking, like Chazles XII, Alexander 
as a pattern ; nay, without even knowing that Alexander ever ex- 
uted ; yet the prefence of mind and the refolution of a leader, as 
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far as we diftinguifh it from bluntnefs, depends entirely on the 
theory he poffeffes of the art of war, fo as that theory pre-fuppofes 
a mind cultivated by the fciences. To deny that, would be the 
{ame as to affert, that the narrower a phyfician’s notions are of the 
fymptoms of difeafes, the better he would be able to diftinguith the 
difeafes themfelves ; and that the lefs he has taken notice of what 
other phyficians have found ferviceable in fimilar cafes, the greater 
would be his abilities to prefcribe fuitable remedies. 

It is true, they want to fupply ali that by experience ; as if 2 
man would acquire a perfect knowledge of phyfic by vifiting the 
patients for fome time in company with a’phyfician, without having 
previonfly ftudied medicine. Is the experience in war, on which 
many a one values himfelf fo much, of another complexion ? Do we 
know the fituation of an enemy? Does the general communicate to us 
his intentions ? Are we acquainted with all the fprings, which he 
puts in motion? Do we know what in reality, has decided the atti- 
on? Is the art of war fo fimple a thing, that we may penetrate the 
whole at one view, and foolifhly imagine that from a few cafes at 
which we were prefent we can judge of all its extent? Can it be 
poflible. for any one to have the opinion of himfelf that he could 
fupply all by the greatnefs of his own genius, when even Frederic 
the fecond, declares his great experience and exalted talents to 
be infafficient? The art of war, fays that Monarch after he had 
aftonifhed all Europe by his military exploits, “ the art of war is 
* notborn with us. And even if nature has beftowed upon us the 
“* moft extraordinary talents; yet a profound {tudy and a long ex- 
“* perience are required to bring them to perfection.” I venture 
to add, that a profound ftudy is the more neceffary, the lefs libe- 
ral nature has been in her gifts. For no one is more in need 
to ftudy the invention of others, and thereby, as it were, to make 
them their own, than thofe who have not the gift of invention. 
And many a one, who feemed to be without talents, became by 
continual application, a luminary which enlightened the world. 

The many \ ritings of Frederic the fecond, evince how much 
he was addicted to ftudy, how mary nights he mutt inevitably 
have paffed among his books. But did that prevent him from fur- 
pailing the moft active general in aétivity, the firmeft in fortitude, 
and the moi! determined in refolution ? Or was not all that a con- 
fequence of his fludies ? ‘il he Pruflian taétics, in the fpace of 15 
years, came to as high a degree of perfection as the Macedonian, 
in which the greateft geniufes, the moft renowned generals, and the 
moft learned men of Greece, employed almoft 200 years. It was 
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the influence of the {ciences that produced this aftonithing progrefs. 
And even the Romans were at laft convinced by the example of 
their fellow citizen, and were excited to {tudy. . All thefe exam- 
ples ought to attract our attention, and excite immitation. 


— 


REFLECTIONS ON THE CHARACTER AND MILITARY TALENTS 
OF CHARLES XII. KING OF SWEDEN, BY THE 
LATE KING OF PRUSSIA. 


I HAVE endeavoured, merely for my own information, to ob- 
tain a juft idea of the character and military talents of Charles XII. 
I eitimate his worth neither by the picture which have been drawn 
by his panegyriits, nor his critics. Occular witneffes, and memoirs, 
which are, by all authors, acknowledged to be authentic, have been 
myfguides. We ought to fufpect all thofe particular, and minute 
relations, which we too often find in hiftory. Of a multitude of 
fictious and fatyrical remarks, few things prefent themfeves which 
are worthy of notice. 

Among the many turbuleut fpirits, which have been devoured 
by the paflion of reigning, thofe rulers, who have fought to render 
nations happy, or to fubjec&t them to the yoke of fervitude, none 
deferve to fix our attention, except fuch whofe genius was capable 
of embracing all things, whofe vaft plans produced great actions, 
and whofe powers of mind created circumftances, as it » ere, from 
nonentity, or profited by the moft advantageous of thofe which pre- 
fented themfelves, to effect eflential changes in the relations which 
exilt between ftates. 

Such was the genius of Czfar. The fervices he had rendered 
the republic, his great defeéts, his ftill greater virtues, and his for- 
tunate victories, all united to raife him to the empire of the world. 
Guftavus, Turenne, Eugene, and Marlborough, in a {phere more 
coafined, were animated by the fame fpirit. Some of thefe great 
men made their operations conform to the plan which they intend- 
ed to purfue during the campaign; others connected all their la- 
bours, all the operations of various campaigns. with the plan of 
the war they carried on; and the end they endeavoured to attain 
is difcovered, when we with attention purfue their enterprizes, 
which were conduéted with prudence and feconded by audacity, 
and which often were crowned with fplendid fuccefs. 

Such was the plan of Cromwell, that ambitious affaflin of a 
king, and of Richelieu, that adroit prieft. who, in confequence of 
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his peifeverance, obtained the power by which hé governed the 
grandecs of the kingdom, with the iron fceptre of defpotifm, al- 
mott extirpated the proteftants, and humbled the monarchs of Auf 
tria, wha were the irrecangileable enemics of France. 

I do not intend to examine by what right Cafar overthrew the 
republic, of which he wasa member; nor is this the place to de- 
cide whether the cardinal, during his adminiftration, did good or 
harm to France; nor yet t@queftion how far Turenne merited 
reproaches for having ferved the Spaniards againft his country. 
We ve" here only fpeak k of the real value of great qualities, and 
not of the proper o: improper manner in which they have been 
sink 

The violent paflions of Charles were, it is true, often obliged 
to cede to the eltimates and fage meafures of politics; but this king 
is, neverthelefs, one of thofe fingular apparitions that have excited 
the fear and aitonifhment of Europe. The grandeur and fplen- 
dour of his actions furpafs the expectation of the moft ardent and 
determined warrior. King of a yaliant pation, and arbitrator of 
the norrh, his fucceeding misfortunes were excefhve. Odliged to 
feek an afylum among barbarians, by whom he was finally made 


prifoner: ht merits obfervation both during his good and ill fos- 
tune; neither of which can be indifferent to warriors. 


My intention is not to diminifh the worth of this hero, I only 
meas to obferve him with greater accuracy, that I may exadly 
ietermine in what he ought to be imitated, and propofed as an 
example. 

‘To imagine a man, who has attained the perfec knowledge of 
ny fcience whatever, would be as ridiculous as to pretend that 

*s thirft, and that water fatisfies hunger. To inform 
the hero that he has been guilty of an error, is but to make him 
recollect he is aman. Kings, generals, minifters, authors, in a 
word, all you who are obliged to appear on the great theatre of 
the world, you are equally fubje& to the decifion of your cotem- 
poraries, and to the fentence of unpardoning pofterity. 

The tooth of criticifm can only make an impreflon on excel. 
lence; bad writings are not worthy the atie, It is the fame 
with all the poke which lead to the temple of fame. Common 
mortals are fuffered to pafs on without attracting attention; but the 
penetrating eye is Gxed on thofe who endeavour, with uncommon 
talents, to open to themfelves new roads. 

Charles XII. is, from many confiderations, excufable in not 
haying poflefied ai the perfection in the art of was. This diffi- 
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cult art is not innate with man. Though nature fhould have be- 
flowed upon us fuperior genius, profound ftudy and long experi- 
ence are not the lets neceflary for the improvement of the moft au- 
fpicious qualities. It is requitite the warrior fhould begin his ca- 
reer under the guide of a great captain, or be taught the principles 
of his trade at much expence and peril, and after having received 
many fevere leffons. We cannot poflibly deceive ourfelves when 
we fuppofe all the capacity of a great general did not exilt in a 
youth who was a king at fixteen. 

Charles XII. firft faw the enemy when he firft faw himfelf at 
the head of his forces. 

I thall here take occafion to remark, that all thofe who have 
commanded armies in their early youth have imagined that courage 
and rathnefs only were neceffary to victory. Of this Pyrrhus, the 
great Condé, and our hero, are examples. 

But fince the difcovery of gun-powder has changed the art of 
war, the whole fyftem has in confequence been changed likewife. 
Strength of body, the firft of qualities among the heroes of anti- 
quity, is at prefent of no eftimation. Stratagem vanquifhes [trength, 
and art, courage. ‘The underftanding of the general has more in- 
fluence on the fortunate or unfortunate confequences of the cam- 


paign, than the prowefs of the combatants. Prudence prepares and 


traces the route which valor muft purfue ; boldnefs muft dire& the 
execution ; and abilities, not good fortune only, will acquire us the 
applaufe of the well informed. Our young officers may learn the 
theory of this difficult fcience, by the ftudy of fome claflical works, 
and form themfelves by frequenting the fociety of men of expe- 
rience. 

Thefe were refources which the king of Sweden wanted. 
Whether it were to amufe him, or to infpire ..im with a love of the 
latin tongue, which he hated ; he was obliged to tranflate the in- 
genious romance of Quintus Curtius ; and it is pofible, that this 
book awakened in him the defire to imitate Alexander ; but it 
could not fupply him with thofe rules which appertain to a more 
recent military art. Charles indeed, generally fpeaking, owed no- 
thing to art, but all to nature. His genius was not refplendent 
with acquired knowledge, but his mind bore the {tamp of audacity 
to excefs, and fortitude not to be fhaken, fo that it was capable of 
torming the greateft refolutions. Fame was the idol to which all 
was facrificed. His ations, fingly, gain, when they are more 
nearly examined, in proportion as his plans fuffer lois. ‘The firm- 
refs with which he eppofed misfortune, his indefatigable activity 
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in all his enterprizes, and an heroical eourage, which was blind to 
danger, were certainly the characteriftic traits of this extraordinary 
monarch. 

By nature deftined to be 2 hero, the young king followed the 
irrefiftable inclination which hurried him along, at the moment that 
the cupidity of his neighbours provoked him to war. His charaéter, 
which, till then, had been miitaken, fuddenly difplayed itfelf. But 
it is time to follow the hero off his various expedigions. I mean to 
confine my remarks to his nine firft campaigns, which open a vaft 
field for obfervation. 

The King of Denmark made war on the Duke of Holftein, 
who had efpoufed the fifter of Charles. Inftead of fending troops 
into Holftein, where they could only have aided in completing the 
ruin of the country he withed to protect, he ordered eight thoufand 
mca into Pomerania. He, himfelf, with his fleet, proceeded into 
Zealand, repulfed the enemy’s troops that guarded the coaft, be- 
fieged Copenhagen, the capital of his foe, and, in lefs than fix 
wecks, obliged the King of Denmark to conclude a peace, which 
was very advantageous to the Duke of Holftein. 

The plan and its execution were equally admirable. By this 
firft effay, Charles raifed himfelf to the rank of Scipio, who tranf- 
ported the war into Africa, that he might oblige Carthage to re- 
call Hannibal out of Italy. 

From Zealand I thall attend the young hero into Livonia, whi- 
ther his troops marched with incredible {peed ; and the vent, vidi, 
vici of Cafar, were perfectly applicable to the whole campaign. 
The fame enthufiafm which infpired the King in his enterprizes, 
animates our imagination, at the recital of the memorable vridtory 
he gained. 

The conduct of Charles was fagely audacious, and by no means 
rath. It was neceffary to fuccour the town of Narva, which the 
Czar befieged in perfon ; and for this purpofe he was obliged to 
attack and to vanquifh the Rufhans. Their army was numerous» 
but it was only a {warm of ill-armed barbarians, without difcipline, 
and deltitute of commanders. The Swedes, therefore, might 
expect to gain the fame advantages over the Mufcovites, as the Spa- 
niarcs obtained over the favage nations of America. Their fuc- 
ce's was perfectly correfpondent to their hopes, and Europe heard 
with aftonifhment, that eight thoufand Swedes had beaten and dif- 
perfed eighty thoufand Rufhans. 

From this triumph, I feall accompany the hero to znother wit- 
tory, on the banks of the Duina, the only adtion ia which he em- 
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ployed ftratagem, and by Which he profited like a confummate 
General. 

The Saxons were on the oppofite fhore, and Charles deceived 
them by an artifice, of which he himfelf was the inventor. He 
concealed his manceuvres by the thick fmoke of wetted ftraw, under 
favor of which, and an uninterrupted cannonade, he caufed his 
troops to pafs the river before old general Heinau, who commanded 
the Saxons, had time to fufpect an action of fuch a nature. Scarcely 
were the Swedes on the oppofite fide of the water, before they 
were formed, in order of battle, to fall on the enemy. The cavalry 
made fome attacks, and the infantry a few difcharges, and the 
Saxons were difperfed and took to flight. 

How fplendid was fuch condu&! On paffing the river, how 
great was the prefence of mind, the activity which Charles difplay- 
ed, while he put his troops in order of battle, at the very moment 
they progrefhvely landed! What valour he demonftrated in gain- 
ing the victory fo rapidly, and with fo mach honour! Meafures 
taken and executed after this manner, merit the praifes of al! apes, 
and of all nations. 

But it is inconceiveable to recolle@, that we are obliged to feek 
maiter ftrokes of Charles in his firft campaigns. Was it that he 
was fpoiled by the interrupted favour of fortune? Or could he 
fuppofe that a man whom nothing refifted, had no need of art ? 
Or did his courage, as admirable as it ws aftonifhing, fo far mif- 
lead him, as to entail on him the defects of thofe warriors, who 
poffefs no virtue but rafhnefs ? 

Hitherto Charles had turned his arms only againft foes whom he 
was obliged to combat, in his own defence. But after the battle of 
Duina, we lofe fight of the clue by which he was conduéted, 
We perceive a great number of enterprizes, without connection 
and without defign, intermigled with brilliant aétions, but which 
2 no manner contributed to produce that great effect, he might 
have reafonably propofed to himfelf ia making war. 

Che Czar, palt contradiction, was the moft puiffant and moft 
dangerons enemy of Sweden. Should not the hero have returned 
in fearch of him, immediagely after the defeat of the Saxons? The 
remains of the army beaten at Narva were not yet reunited. 

Peter I. had haftily affembled thirty or forty thoufand new raifed 
men, » ho were not of greater worth than the cighty thoufand, whom 
Charles difarmed. He ought therefore again vigoroufly to have 


attacked him, to have driven him out of Ingria, and not to have 
given him time to recolle& himfelf, but have profized by this fitua 
oa, and have forced hum to peacc. 
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Augultus who had recently been efeéted, but not unanimoufly, 
beheld himfelf feated on a tottering throne. Deprive him of the 
aid of Ruflia aad he muft fall. Or Charles might dethrone him 
whenever he fhould pleafe, fuppofing this to be a real advantage to 
Sweden. But inftead of acting thus prudently, the king feems to 
have forgotton the Czar, and the Ruffians at bay, that he might 
give chafe to | know not what Polith-magnate of the contrary 
party. The purfuit of individual vengeance made him negle& 
real advantages, and lofe fight of the principal object: 

After he had feized on Lithuania, his army entered Poland like 
a torrent which overflowed and inandated the whole kinedom. 
The king was to-day at Warfaw, to-morow at Cracow, and the 
next day at Lublin or Lensberg. His troops fpread themfelves 
through Polifh Prufha, agzin appeared at Warfaw, dethroned king 
Auguftus, purfaed him into Saxony, there peaceably to take up 
winter quarters. 

We mutt recollect that thefe campaigns, which I haften over; 
afforded Charles employment during feveral yeats.  Hete ¥ fhall 
fiop a moment to examine his condu&. Let me however remark, 
that, during the interval of thefe marches and counter marches, the 
victory of Cliffow was'gained, for which he was indebted to an 
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able mancuvre to take the Saxons in flank. 

The method which Cherles purfued in the wat of Poland, was 
certainly very defeaive. The conqueft of Poland, which is every 
where an open country without fortreffes, is a thing of nd difficul- 
ty ; butits prefervation as Marfhal Saxe well obferves, is very pre- 
carious. ‘The eafter it is to be conquered, the more difficult it is 
for a conquctor there to fix and maintain himfelf ; the method the 
Marflial propofes, no doubt appears to be flow, but it is the orly 
one which can be followed by thofe who would a& with fafety. 

The king of Sweden was by fiature much too hafty to make pro- 
found reflections on the covatry in which he made war, and on the 
difpofitions fuitable to his military efforts: Had he firft eftablithed 
himfelf in Polifh Pruffia, had he progreffively fecured the Viftula 
and the Bog by throwing up entrenched places of arms, at the con- 
fluence of the rivers, or in other proper places ; had he acted in 
the fame manner on the other rivers which traverfe Poland, he 
would have obtained points at which to rally, would have gaarded 
the conquered diftri@s, and the places he occupied would have 
enabled him to reife contributions, and form magazines for the ar- 
my. By this conduét the war would have become more regular, 
and he would have prefcribed bounds to the inroads of the Ruffians 
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the Saxons. The pofts well fortified, would have obliged his 
enemies, if they would act effectually, to undertake diftant fieges, 
to which it would have been very difficult to tranfoort the artillery 
neceflary, on account of the badnefs of the roads in that country. 
His fituation never could become defperate, thould misfortune 
happen $ his rear would have been open, and by his pofts he would 
have gained time to repair the lofs, and to retard a victorious enemy. 

By a contrary conduct which Charles preferred, he was only 
mafter of the country which his troops occupied ; his campaigns 
were continual marches ; and the leaft unfortunate accident endan- 
gered the lofs of his conquefts. He was obliged to fight innumer- 
able battles, and by the moft glorious victory, only gained the un- 
certain poffefion of provinces, from which he had long before 
expelled the foe. 

We infenfibly approach the period when fortune began to de- 
clare apainft our hero. It is my intention to be ftill more cir- 
cumfpect than I have been, in judging events, the termination of 
which was fo unfortunate. 

We ought not to pafs judgement on the goodnefs of the plan, 
by the iffue of the undertaking. Let us carefully guard againit 
placing that reverfe of fortune, which happens in execution, to the 
account of want of precaution. It may be produced by iavifible 
caufes, which the multitude calls blind fatality, and which notwith- 
ftanding their great influence over the deftiny of men, from their 
obfeurity and complication, efcape the moft profound and moft 
philofophic fpirit of remark. 

We cannot in any manner accufe the king of Sweden, of hav- 
ing been himfelf the caufe of all the misfortunes which befell him. 
The fuccefs which had feconded his enterprizes, dusing the war in 
Poland, did not permit him to obferve, that he often departed from 
rules of art; and, as he had not been punifhed for his errors, he 
Was unacquainted with the danger to which he had been expofed. 
His conftant good fortune rendered him fo confident, that he did 
not even fufpect it was neceflary to change his meafures, 

In what relates to his projects on the duchy of Smolenfko and the 
Ukrain, it appears, he may be aceufed of not having taken the leaft 
precaution. Suppofing he had dethroned the Czar at Mofcow, 
the execution of his plan would not have done him any honour; 
fince fuccefs would not have been the work of prudence, but the 
e fect of chance. 

Phe fubfiftence of his troops fhould be the firft care of a general. 


.- 


An army has been compared to an edifice, the bafis of which is the 
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belly. The negligence of the king in this effential point, was 
what moft contributed to his misfortunes, and moft diminifhed his 
fame. What praife would the gencral merit, who in order to 
vanquifh, muit have troops that have no need of nourifhment, fol- 
diers that are indefatigable and heroes who are immortal ? 

Charles XII. is accufed of having too inconfiderably depended 
on the promifes of Mazeppa, but he was not betrayed by the 
Coffick. Mazeppa on the contrary, was himfel¥ betrayed by a 
fortuitous concourfe of unfortunate circumitances ; which he could 
neither forefee nor avoid- Befides, minds of the power of that of 
Charles, are incapable of fufpicion, and are never diffident, till they 
have been taught the wickednefs and the ingratitude of mankind 
by repeated experience. 

But I return to examine the plan of operations which Charles 
intended to execute, during his campaign. True it és, I cannot 
fay, with Corregio, * I alfo am a painter,” yet I will venture to 
prefent my ideas to the connoiffeur in the art of war. 

That he might repair the error he had committed, in having fo 
long neglected the Czar, it appears to me. that the king fhould have 
peactrated into Ruffia, by the moft eafy route, as the moft certain 
means of overwhelming his all powerful adverfary. This route, 
undoubtedly was not that of Smolenfko, nor the Ukrain. ‘There 
were in both, impracticable marches, immenfe deferts, and great 
rivers to pafs, before a half cultivated country could be entered, 
and the army arrive at Moffow. By taking either of thefe routes, 
Charles deprived himfelf of all the fuccour he might have received 
from Poland or Sweden. The farther he advanced into Rufia, 
the farther he found himfelf from his kingdom. To complete 
fuch an enterprize required more than one campaign. Whence 
was he to obtain provifions ? By what road were his recruits to 
march ? In «hat Mufcovite or Coffack avenue could he eftablith 
a place of referve ? Whence could he obtain arms and clothing 
which are continually to be renewed in an army with numerous 
other things of lefs value, but which are abfolutely neceffury ? 

Se many infurmountable difficulties, fhould have taught him to 
forefee that the Swedes were undoubtedly expofed to perith by fa- 
tigue and famine, and that they muft diminith and melt away, even 
if victorious. If, therefore, the afpeé of fuccefs was thus gloomy, 
how dreadful mult be the pi@ure of poffible misfortune! A  lofs 
eafy to be repaired, in a different fituation, muft become a decifive 
cataftrophe, to an army abandoned to chance, in a defert country, 
wihoutt {trong holds, and confequently without retreats. 
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Inftead of expofing himfelf to fo many difficulties, with fo much 
temerity, inftead of braving fo many obftatles, a much more na 
tural plan prefented itfelf, which might have been conceived an 
executed withovt effort. Charles fhould have proceeded 
diately to Peterfburg, through Livonia and Irgria. ° The Swedith 
fleet, and the neceffary trafports, wit ha fupply of provifions, might 
have followed by the gulph of Finland; the recruits and other 
hings neceflary, might have been fent on board this fleet, or march- 
ed through Finland. The king wouid thus have covered his bett 
provinces, and not have removed from his frontiers Succefs 
would have been more fplendid, and the utmolt adverfity would 
not have nvertee’ his fituation oe Should he have gy 
Czar; Rutke would en loa fight of code, and a on link 
which connected that empire,§ with the quarter of the globe we 
inhabit, vould have been broken. 

This point gaincd, he would have been able to profit by fuccef:, 
and proceed farther; though I do not perceive it was any ways ef- 
fential, he fhould fign the articles of peace at Mofcow. 

Let me be permitted, for my own information, to compare the 
conduct of the king of Sweden, during thefe two compaigns, to the 
rules which the great mafters of the military art have given. 

, Thofe rules are that a general fhould never endanger his army; nor 
advance with any corps which is not fufficient fuftained. Charles, 
as it were, buried himfelf in the duchy of Smolenfko, without think- 
ing of preferving a communication with Poland. Our inftructors 
have eftabl: ifhed it as a law, that we fhould form a defenfive line 
of communication, and cover it by the army, that our rear may be 
open, and our magazines in fatety. The Swedes found themfelves 
near the town of Smoleniko, with only provifions foficient for a 
fortnight ; they drove their enemies before thom, beat their rear 
guard, and purfued them at a venture, without exadly kno- in 


ne 
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whither the fugitive enemy was leading them. 

We know of no precaution which the king took for the fubfi?- 
ence of his army, except that he ordered general Lowenhaupt to 
follow him with a confiderable convoy. He, therefore, ought not 
to have this convoy, which the army could not do without, fo far 
in the rear ; nor to have begun his march to the Ukrain before its 
arrival ; for the farther he removed from it, the more he e xpofed 
himfelf to defeat. He fhould rather have chofen to return with 
his forces into Lithuania. He, on the contrary, continually pufh- 
ed forward, and thus accelerated the lofs of his army. 
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l'o fuch a condudt, fo oppofite to all the rules of the art of war, 
and which alone was fufficient to incur tuin, misfortunes were 
added, which can only be attributed to fatality. ‘The Czar, thrice 
attacke'| Lowenthaupt, and at length obliged him to deftroy 4 
great part of his convoy, 

The king of Sweden, therefore, was ignorant of the views. and 
motions of the Ruffians. If yhis were negligence on his part, he 
ought bitterly to have reproached himfelf ; but if it were occafi- 
oned by invincible obftacles, we mutt once again place this difaf- 
ter to the aceount of inevitable deftiny, 

When war is made 'n a half barbarous and almoft defert coun- 
try, it is neceffary to build fortteffes in order to keep poffeffion. 


Thefe are, in fome fort, creations. The troops mutft aid in con- 


firuéting roads, mounds and bridges, and in, raifing redoubts, ac- 
cording as each thall become requifite: but a method fo tedious, 
was little correfpondent to the impetuous and reftlefs fpirit of the 
king. It has been rightly remarked, that, in what depended on 
| romptitude, he was incomparabie; but he was no Jong- 


af, 


bravery and 
2 sures 


er the fame man on occafions when regular plans or flow mea 


were to be obferved, which time only could reform, 


Thefe confiderations prove how neceffury it is that a warrior 
fhould be mafter of his paflions, and how difficult it is to unite, in 


a fingle perfon, all the talents of a great general, 


I thall pafs over the battle of Holotzin, as well as other com- 
bats of that campaign, becaufe they were as ineffectual, relative to 
, as they were fatal to thofe who fell the forrowful victims. 


aor 
wall 


Charles, in general, was prodigal of the blood of men, Theit 
1 > ° : ° ead 

are, now doubt, occafions on which it is neceffary to fight; as, 

when more may be gained than loft, when an enemy difcovers ne. 

gligence in his camp, or on his march, or when a decilive blow 

may oblige him to make peace; but many generals only fight becaufe 

hey do not know how, otherwife, to rid themfelves of their em- 


therefore, fuch conduct is not attributed to them as a 


barrafiment ; 
merit, but rather to the want of genius. 
At length we approach the decifive battle of Pultawa. The er. 


rors of great men are exemplary leffens to thofe poffeffed of lefs 


abllities, and thee are few generals in the world to whom the fate 

of Charles may not teach prudence, circum{pection, and wifdom. 
Morthall Keith, who afterwards commanded in the Ukrain, as a 

Rufhan ceneral, and who has feen, and examined Pultawa, hag 


KK 
2fured me, that the fortitications of that place were only of earth, 
furrgunded by a bad ditch. Lie was perfuaded that the Swedes, 
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on their atrival, might, without further preparations, have carried 
it {word in hand, had not the king purpofely prolonged the hege, 
in, order to attract, that he might vanquith, the Czar. 

Itis certain that the Swedes did no there difcover the fame ar- 
dour and impetuolity tor which they were famous, it mult alfo be 
allowed, they did not make an attack till Menzikoff had firlt 
thrown fuccours into the town, and till he had encamped near it, 
on the banks of the Worthla. But the Czar had a conticerable 
magazine at Pultawa. Should act the Swedes, who were in want 
of every thing, have feised, with all poflble cxpedition, on this 
magazine, that they might, ata blow, have taken it from the Ruff. 
ans, and have abundantly fupplied themfelves ? Charles XII. had 
undoubtedly the molt powerful reafons to pufh the fiege with vigor, 
and he ought to have employed every means to have rendered him- 
felf mafter of this trifling place, before the arrival of fuccour. 

Without including the rambling Coffacks of Mazeppa, who, on 
the day of battle, did more harm than good, the king bad no more 
than 18,0900 Swedes. How was it poffible he fhould think of 
undertaking a fiege, and giving battle at the fame time, with fo 
{mall an army ? 

On the approach of the enemy, it was requilite either to raife 
the fiege, or to have left a confiderable corps in the trenches ; the 
one was difgraceful, and the other much diminifhed the number of 
his combatants. ‘This enterprize, which was totally coatrary to 
the intereft of the Swedes, was highly advantageous to the Czar, 
and feems unworthy af our hero ; it fcarce could have been ex- 
pected even from a genergl, who had ever made war with reflection, 

Without feeking to difcover {tratagems where there were none ; 
without attributing to the king views, which he never entertained, 
we ought rather to recolle@, that he was very often uninformed of 
the march of his enemy. It is to be prefumed that he had no in- 
elligence of the march of Menzikoff, nor of the approach of the 
Czar ; and that, confequently, he did not think it neceflary to 
halten the fiege, becaufe he immagined Pultawa could not but fur- 
render. Let us farther remember, that Charles always made war 
in the open field, that he did not underitand making fieges, and 
that he never had opportunities of acquiring knowledge by experi- 
ence ; when we confider too, that the Swedes My. three months 
before Thorn, the works of which were no better than thofe of 
Pultawa, we may, without injuftice, pronounce what their abilities 
were for carrying on a fiege. 

When Mons, Tournay, and the works of Cohorn and Vauban, 
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when, on the contrary, Thorn and Pultawa occupied the Swedes 
for feveral months, may we not well conclude the latter did not 
underftand the art of taking towns? No place could refift them, if 
it were poflible to carry it by affault, ford in hand ; but they were 
ftopped by the molt infignificant fortrefs, before which it was ne- 
ceflary to open trenches. 

Should thefe proofs be infufficient, I wili afk, would not Charles, 
hot and impetuous as he was, have befieged and taken Dantzick, 
that he might have made the city feel the whole weight of his 
wrath, on account of an offence which he had received; or would 
he have been fatisfied with a fum of money, if he had not fuppofed 
the fiege to be an enterprize above his ftrength ? 

But let us return to the principal object of this efflay. Pultawa 
was befieged, and the Czar approached with his army. Charles 
ftill had it in his power to chufe his poft, and there to wait for his 
arrival. This poit he might have taken on the banks of the 
Worfkla, either to difpute the paffage of the river, or, the foe having 
paffed it, immediately to have attacked the Czar. The fituation 
of the Swedes demanded quick determination. Either they muff 
fall on the Rufhans, the moment they arrived, or entirely abandon 
the project of attack. To foffer the Czar to chufe his poft, and to 
give him time neceffary to put himfelf in a ftate of defence, was an 
irreparable fault ; he already had the advantage of numbers, which 
was not a little ; and he was allowed to acquire the advantage of 
ground, and of military art, which was too much. 

A few days before the arrival of the Czar, the king was wound- 
ed in vifitiag his trenches ; the greateft blame, confequently, fel! 
on his generals. It neverthelefs appears, that as foon as he was re- 
folved to give battle, he ought to have abandoned his trenches, that 
he might have been able to attack the enemy with more vigor- 
Were he victorious, Pultawa would farrender itfelf ; were he van- 
quifhed, he would equally be obliged to raife the fiege. 

So many miftakes united, announced the iffue of the unforte- 
nate battle, the approach of which was daily perceived. 

It Seemed as if fate had previoufly difpofed every thing to the 
difadvantage of the Swedes, and thus prepared their ruin. The 
wound of the king, which prevented him from perfonally heading 
his troops as ufual, and the negligence of the generals, who, by 
their erroneous difpofitions, fufficiently fhewed that they were un- 
acquainted with the pofition of the enemy, or at leaft that their 
knowledge was imperfect, greatly contributed to that remarkable ca- 
taftrophe. The attack, alfo, was begun by the cavalry; wherea’ 
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it was the bufinefs of the infantry, and of a well directed artil- 
lery. 

The poft of the Rufhans was very advantageous by its fituation, 
and was made ftronger with redoubts. A part of their front only 
could be attacked, and the fmall plain, on which it was poflible to 
form for the affault, was flanked by the crofs fire of three rows of 
redoubts. One wing of the Ruflian army was covered by an ab- 
batis, behind which there was an intrenchment and the other was 
defended by an impracticable marth. 

Marfhal Keith, who perfonally examined this fo famous ground, 
maintained that, even with an army of an hundred thoufand men, 
Charles could not have vanquifhed the Czar thus pofted, becaufe the 
various difficulties that were fueceflively to be overcome, muft have 
coit an infinite number of men, and it is known, that the braveft 
troops at length lofe courage, after a long and murderous attack- 
when they are oppofed by new and unceafing impediments. 

I know not what were the reafons, which induced the Swedes, 
in a fituation fo critical as they then were, to hazard an attempt fo 
dangerous. If their neceflity was abfolute, the error of obliging 
themfelves'to rifk a battle in their own defpite, and under the molt 
difadvantageous circum{tances was great. 

All that might well have been predified happened : a confidera- 
ble army diminithed by labour, want, and even victory, was led 
to the flaughter. General Creutz, who by a circuitous rout was 
to have taken the Rufhans in flank, loft himfelf in the woods, and 
never appeared on the field. 

Thus twelve thoufand Swedes attacked a poft, defended by eigh- 
ty thoufand Mufcovites, who no longer were that multitude of bar- 
barians whom Charles had difperfed at Narva; they were meta- 
morphofed into well armed and-well potted foldiers, commanded by 
able foreign generals; well intrenched, and defended by the fire of 
a formidable train of artillery. 

The Swedes led their cavalry againft the batteries, and, as might 
have been expected, were obliged to retreat in valour’s defpite.— 
The infantry advanced; and though it was received by a molt 
dreadful fire from the redoubts, they feized on the two firit of them. 
But the Ruflians attacked the Swedith battallions at once, in front, 
flank, and rear; repulfed them feveral times, and obliged them to 
relinguifh the field of b.tde. Diforder then fpread through the 
army ; the king being wounded, was unable to ‘rally his troops, and 
there was no perfon who could colleé& the fugitives foon enough, 
becaufe the beft generals had been made prifoners at the beginning 
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of the battle; and, as the Swedes had no place which covered thie 
rear of their army, it was their fault that thefe troops, » ho fled a, 
far as the banks of the Boryfthenes, were obliged to furrender at 
difcretion to the conquerér. 

An author of confiderable wit, but who probably ftidied the 
military att it Homer ot Virgil, imagines the king of Swedeh 
ought to have put hinifelf at the head of the fugitives whom ge- 
neral Lowenhaupt had colle4#d on tht banks of the Boryfthenes; 
and pretends that the fever which his wound received, and which, 
as he truly obfervet, #25 little calculated to infpire courage, was 
the reafon that fic neglefed the only means which, according t5 
him, remained for repairi ing his lofs. 

Such a determination might have been proper in ages when meh 
fought with the fword and the club; but after a bertle, the infantry 
is always in want of powder. ‘The ammunition of the Swedes 
formed a part of the baggage, which the enemy had already takefl; 
therefore, if Charles had been unwife enough to have headed thefe 
troops, deftitute as they were of powder and bread, two things 
which oblige even fortreflés to furrender, the Czar would foon have 
had the pleafure of giving audience to his brother Charles, for 
whom he waited with gctat impatience; confeqiently, in a fitwa- 
tion fo defperate, the king , had he been in perfeé health, could do 
Nothing better than to take refnge among the Turks. 

Monarchs, no doubt, here not to fear danger; but their digni- 
ty equally induces them carefully to avoid being made prifoners; 
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and !efs from perfonal confideration than from the dreadful confe- 
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quences which refult to their itate. French authors fhould recol. 
le& the confiderable injury which their nation fuffered by the cap- 
tivity of Francis I. ‘The wounds which France then received ftill 
bleed, and the venality of ftate dienities, which was inevitable, in 
order to seg the “ m for the royal ranfom, is a double monument 
of that raceful epocha. 

In pe fale our nev is worthy of admiration. Any other 
man would have funk under a blow fo fevere; but he formed new 
plans, found refources even in misfortune, and, when a fugitive in 
Turkey, meditated to arm the Porte againft Ruffia. 

It is with pain I behold Charles degrading himfelf to the rank 
of a courtier of the Sultan, begeing a thoufand purfes; and perceive 
with what head llong, wh: t incone eivablle obftinacy he perfevered in 
withing to remain inthe ftates of a monarch, who would not fuffer 
him there to remain. I could with the ftrange battle of Bender 
might be blotted from his hiftory. I regret the precious time be 
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loft in a barbarauscountry, feeding on delufive hope, deaf to the 

laintive woice of Sweden, and infenfible of his duty, by which he 
was fo loudly fummoned to the defence of his kingdom, which he, 
in fome manner, feemed, while abfent, voluntarily. to renounce. 

The plans whieh are attributed to him after his return into Po- 
meranja, and which certain perfons have made oniginate with count 
Van Goertz, have always appeared tome fo indeterminate, {> 
moniirous, and fo little confiftent with the fituation and exhaufted 
ftate of his, kingdom, that my readers will permit me, in behalf of 
the fame of Charles, to leave them in filence. ‘J hat war fo fruitful 
in fortunate and unfortunate events, was begun by the enemies of 
Sweden; and Charles, obliged to refit their plan of aggrandizement, 
was only in a ftate of defence. His enemies attacked him becaufe 
they mifunderftood and defpifed his youth. While he was fucceff- 
ful and appeared to be a dangerous enemy, he was envied by Eu- 
rope; but when fortune turned her back, the allied powers fhook 
the throne of Charles, and parcelled out his. kingdom. 

Had this hero poffefled moderation equal to his courage, had he 
fet limits to his triumphs, had he reconciled himfclf to the Czar, 
when an opportunity of honorable peace prefented itfelf, he would 
have ftifled the evil defigns of his enemies ; but, as foon as they 
had recovered from their panic, they only thought of the means of 
enriching themfelves by the ruin of his monarchy. Unfortunately 
ihe paflions of Charles were fubje& to no controul, he wifhed to 
carry every thing by force and haughtinefs, and defpotically to lord 
even over defpots. ‘To make war, and to dethrone kings was to 
him but one and the fame a&. 

In all the books which treat of Charles XII. I find high 
founding praifes beftowed on his frugality and continence; but 
twenty French cooks in his kitchen, a thoufand courtefans in his 
train, and ten companies of players in his army, would not bave 
occafioned his kingdom the hundredth part of the evils brought on 
it by his ardent thirlt of glory, and defire of vengeance. Offences 
made fo deep and fo durable an impreffion on the foul of Charles, 
that the moft recent effaced all traces of thofe which had preceded. 
it may be faid, we fee the different paflions which agitated the irre- 
concileable mind of this prince with fo much violence, difclofe 
themfelves by degrees, when we obferve and attend him at the head 
of his armies. 

He began by making war on the king of Denmark; he after- 
wards perfecuted the king of Poland without meafure or limits; 
prefently, the whole weight of his anger fell on the Czar; and at 
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length his vengence felected the king of England as its only ob- 
jects fo that he forgot himfelf, fo far, as to lofe fight of the natural 
enemy of his kingdom, that he might courfe a fhadow, and feek an 
enemy who “as become his foe by accident. or rather by chance, 

If we colle& the various fruits, which charferize this extraordi- 
nary man, we hall find him iefs intelligent than courageous ; lefs 
fage than aétive, lefs attentive to real advantage, than the flave of 
his paffions; as enterprifing, Wut not fo artful, as Hannibal; rather 
refembling Pyrrhus than Alexander; and as fplendid as Condé at 
Racroi, Friburg, and Nordlingen. But he could not at any time 
be ¢ mpared to Turenne, if we obferve the latter at the battles of 
the Downs, near Dunkirc, and at Colmar; and efpec ally during 
his two laft campaigns. 

Though the actions of our hero fhine with great brilliancy, they 
muft not be imitated, except with particular caution. The more 
refplendent they are, the more eafily may they feduce the youth ful, 
headlong, 
repeat that valour. without wifdom is infufficient ; and that the ad- 
verfary, with a cool head, who can combine and calculate, will 
finally be victorious over the rath. 

To form a perfect general, the courage, fortitude and attivity of 
Charles XII. the penetrating glance and policy of Marlborough, the 
va't plans and art of Eugene, the ftratagems of Luxemburg, the 
wifdom, order, and forefight of Montecuculli, and the grand art 
which lurenne pofleffed, of feizing the critical moment. fhould be 
united. Such a pheenix will with difficulty be engendered. Some 
pretend that Alexander was the model on which Charles XIE, 
formed himfclf. If that be true, it is equally fo, that the fucceffor 
of Charles is | rince Edward ; and if unfortunately the latter fhould 
ferve as an example to any one, the copy, at beft, can only be a 
Don Quixote. 

But what right have I to judge the moft celebrated and the preat- 
eft generals ? Have I myfelf obferved the precepts I have juft pre- 
fcribed ? [ can only reply, that the faults of others, on the flightett 
effort of the memory, ftart to view, and that we glide lightly over 
our own. 


and angry warrior ; to whom we cannot often enough 





MILITARY REPOSITORY. 


—— = 7 





American War. 


(Continued from page 74.) 


BEFORE the end of that memorable year, lord Dunmore, 
the governor of Virginia, gave proofs that he was but illy fitted to 
be at the helm in this tempeftuous feafon. | his province, though 
there was not a fingle Britith foldier within its limits, was, by his 
indifcretion, involved, for feveral months, in difficulties but little 
fhort of thofe to which the inhabitants of Maffachufetts were fub- 
jected. In common with the other provinces, they had taken ef- 
feétual meafures to prepare their militia for the purpofes of defence. 
Lord Dunmore, about this time, engaged a party belonging to a 
royal veffel in James’ River, to convey fome public powder from 
a magazine in Williamfburg on board their fhip. ‘This alarmed 
the inhabitants—They affembled with arms, and demanded its 
reftitution. Extremities were prevented; and, for this time, the 
affair ended in a negociation. 

Lord Dunmore, however, thought proper to fend his lady and 
family on board the Fawey man of war, in Jame’s river, and to 
fortify his palace. The affembly, who then was convened, ap- 
appointed a committee to examine the ftate of the magazinc. 
They found moft of the remaining powder buried; the mutkets 
leprived of their locks, and fpring guns planted in the magazine. 
Thefe difcoveries irritated the people, and the governor privately 
retired on board the Fawey man of war. The royal government 
in Virginia from that day ceafed. Au armed force was now raif- 
ed, and other meafures taken for putting the colony in a ftate of 
defence. Lord Dunmore, whofe paflions predominated over his 
underftanding, was precipitated into farther follies. With the aid 
of fome tories, run-away negroes, and fome frigates that were on 
the ftation, he e(tablithed a marine force By degrees, he equip- 
ped and armed a number of veflels of different kinds and fizes, 
in one of which he conftantly rcfided, except when he went on 
fhore in a hoftile manner. On the 25th of Odtober, he made an 
attempt to burn Hampton; but the crews of his veficls were fo 
annoyed by riflemen from the fhore, that they were obliged to quit 
their ftation. Soon after, lord Dunmore, aster having proclaimed 
liberty to the flaves, was joined by feveral hundreds, both whites 
and black, at Norfolk, gnd having once more got footing on the 
main, he amufed himfelf with hopes of acquiring the glory of re. 
ducing one part of the province by means of the other. ‘T’he pro- 
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vincials had now an objeét againft which they might dire@ their 
arms. An expedition was therefore concerted againft the force 
which had taken the poft at Norfolk. Lord Dunmore conftrué. 
ed a fort at the bridge, on the Norfolk fide, and furnithed it with 
artillery. The provincials, alfo, fortified themfelves near to the 
fame place, with a narrow caufew , in their front. On the gth of 
December, the royalifts commenced an attack. Captain Fordyce, at 
the head of about 60 men pafféd the caufeway, and boldly marched 
up to the provincial entrenchments with fixed bayonets. They 
were expofed to the fire of the provincials in front, and enfiladed 
by another part of their works. ‘The Captain and feveral of his 
men fell, the Lieutenant with others were taken, and all who fur- 
vived were wounded. 

The royal forces, on the enfuing night, evacuated their poft 
at the bridge, and Lord Dunmore thortly after abandoned Nor- 
folk, and retired with his people on board his thips. Many of the 
Tories, fought the fameafylum. The Provincials took poffeftion 
of Norfolk and the fleet with its new incumbrances, moved to a 
greater diftance. ‘The people on board. cut off from all peaceable 
intercourfe with the fhore, were diftrefled for provifions and ne- 
ceflaries of every kind. At length on the arrival of the Liver- 
pool man of war from England a flag was fent on fhore to put the 
queftion, whether they would fupply his Majefty’s thips with pro- 
vifions? An anfwer was returned in the negative. It was then de- 
termined to deftroy the town. ‘This was carried into effeét, and 
Norfolk was reduced, to afhes. The whole lofs was eftimated at 
300,000 Pounds fterling. The provincinals, to deprive the thips of 
every rcfourfe of fupply, deftroyed the houfes and plantations that 
were near the water, and obliged the people to move their cattles 
provifions, and effects, farther into the country.” Lord Dunmore, 
with his flect, continued for feveral months on the coaft and in the 
river of virginia. His unhappy followers fuffered a complication 
of diftreffes, which induced him fometimes after to burn the leaft 
valuable of his vetfels. and to fend the remainder amounting to 
30 or 4 » fail, to Florida, Bermuda and the welt Indies. 

While thefe tranfactions were carrying on, another fcheme, in 
which Lord Dunmore was a party, in like manner mifcarried. 
This {cheme was formed by one Conollya Penfylvanian. The firft 
fiep of his plan was, to.enter into a league with the Ohio Indians. 
He fet out, and actually fucceded in his defign. On his return he 
was difpatched to general Gage, from whom he received a Colo- 
nel’s commiflioa. The plan was, that he fhould return tp the Ohio, 
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were by the afiitance of the Britith and Indians in, thefe pais, he 
was to penetrate through the batk fettlements into Virginia, and 
join Lord Dunmore at Alexandria. But by an accident he was 
difcovered and taken prifoner. 

In South Carolina, regiments were raifed—forts were built—the 
Militia trained, and.every neceflary preparation made for that 
purpofe. Lord W. Campbell, the royal governor, having 
endeavoured te form a party for the fupport of Britith govern- 
ment, was obliged to take up his refidence on board of an armed 
yeflel in the harbour. Governor Martin of North Carolina, who 
was alfo very zealous for the royal intereft likewife confulted his 
fhfety, retiring on board a floop of war in Cape Fear river. He 

attempted to reife the back fettlers, confifting chiefly of Scors 
Highlanders, againft the Colony. He fent commiffions among 
them for raifing and commanding regiments ; and he granted one 
to Mr. M*Donald to aét as their general. Upon the firft intelli- 
gence of their aflembling, Brigadier-General Moore, with fome 
provincial troops and militia, and fome pieces of cannon, marched 
co oppofe them. He took poffefion of Rock Fith bridge, and 
threw up fome works. He had not been there many days when 
M‘Donald approached and endeavoured to join governor Martin, 
but colonel’s Tillington and Cafwell, with about 1000 militia men, 
took poffefhon of Moore’s creck bridge, which lay in their way, 
and taifed a fmall breaft work to fecure themfelves. 

On the next morning, the Highlanders attacked the militia, poft- 
ed at the bridge; but M‘Leod, the fecond in command, and fome 
more of their officers being killed at the fir onfet, they fled with 
precipitation. General M‘Donald was taken prifoner, and the 
whole of his party broken and difperfed. 

At the end of the year 1775, there was a general termination 

Ss yal government, and Britain beheld the whole of America 
ed againft her in the moll determined oppofition, 


Second Campaign, 1776. 


AT the beginning of this year, the vaft poffeflions of Great 
Britain in the weftern world, that now form the fifteen United 
States, were reduced to the fingle town of Bofton, in which her 
troops were fuffering the inconvenience of a blockade. From the 
19th of April, they were cut off from thofe refrehhments which 
their fituation required. Their fupplies from England did not 

























































aye eo nha 








es - 
errr Se 





























Sagem trap e tag ST Hp 
















































































+ 





— 


ane. 





> 





~ - “4 > 
es 2 ——— <= 






ies 
a 


























158 MILITARY REPOSITORY. 


reach the coaft for a long time after they were expected, and were 
partly taken by the American cruifers. 

In the month of February, the American ariny before Bofton 
was, by reinforcements, augmented to 17,000 men. General 
Washington flated to his officers that he had not powder fufficient 
for a bombardment; and afked their advice whether, as reinforce. 
ments might be daily expected to the enemy, it would not be pru. 
dent, before that event took place. to make an affault on the Britith 
lines. The propofition was negatived; but it was recommended 
to take poffeflion of Dorchefter Heights. To divert the atten- 
tion of the garrifon, a bombardment of the town, from other di- 
rections, commenced. an was continued for three days. The 
night of the 4th of March was fixed upon for taking poffeffion of 
Dorchefter Heights. A covering party of about 800 men led the 
way; thefe were followed by the carts with the intrenching tools, 


and 1200 of a working party, commanded by general Thomas. 
In the rear there were more than 200 carts, loaded with fafcines 


and hay in bundles. While the cannon were playing in other parts 
the greateft filence was kept by this working party. The provin- 
cials completed lines of defence by the morning, which altonithed 
the garrifon. The admiral informed general Howe, that if the 
Americans kept poffeffion of thefe Heights, he would not be able 
to keep one of the king’s fhips in the harbour. An engagement 
was hourly expeted—lIt was intended by general Wathington, in 
that cafe, to force his way into Bofton with 4000 men, who were 
to have embarked at the mouth of Cambridge river. ‘They were 
reminded that it was the 5th of March, and were called upon to 
avenge the death of their countrymen killed on that day. But gene- 
ral Howe did not intend to attack till the next day. In orderto 
be ready for it, the tranfports went down in the evening towards the 
caltle. Inthe night 2 moft violent ftorm, and towards morning a 
heavy flood of rain, eame on, A carnage was thus providentially 
prevented, that would probably have equalled the fatal one on the 
17th of June at Breed’s-Hill. In this fituation, it was agreed by 
the Britith, in a council of war, to evacuate the town as foon as 
pofhble. 

General Howe iffued a proclamation, ordering all woollen and 
lmen goods to be delivered to Mr. Crean Bruth. Shops ese op- 
ened and {tripped of their goods. A licentious plundering took 
place ; much was carried off, and more was wantonly deftroyed- 
Thefe irregularities were forbidden in orders, and the guilty threat 
ened with death, but neverthclefs, every mifchief which difap- 
pointed malice could fugge ft was committed. 
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The Britith, amounting to more than 7000 men evacuated Bof- 
ton, leaving their baracks ftanding, 2 number of cannon {piked and 
ftores to ahigh amount. On their departure, a great number of 
the inhabitants, afraid of public refentment, followedthem. From 
Bolton, they failed to Halifax; but all their vigilance could not 
prevent a number of valuable thips from falling into the hands of 
the American privateers. Some of the veflels which they <aptur- 
ed, were laden with arms and warlike flores. Some tranfports, 
wita troops on board, were alfo taken. ‘Thefe had ran into the 
harbour, not knowing that the place was evacuated. The embark- 
ation of the Britifh troops was fcarcely completed, when general 
Wathington, with his army, marched into Bofton, where he was 
received with marks of approbation more flattering than thofe of 
a triumph. 

The progrefs of general Montgomery in Canada, indaced con- 
grefs to reinforce the army under his command. There was a fair 
profpect of expelling the Britifh from thence, and of annexing that 
province to the United Colonies. While this was in agitation, the 
army in which they confided was defeated, and the general whom 
they adored was killed. This, however, did not extinguith the 
ardour of the Americans. Congrefs refalved that nine battallions 
fhould be kept up, and maintained in Canada. The colonies of 
Maffachufetts, Conneticut, and New-Hamphhire were requefted 
to raife three regiments, and forward them to Canada. It was 
alfo refolved to raifea corps of artillery for this fervice, and to take 
into the pay of the colonics one thoufand Canadians, in addition 
to colonel Livingfton’s regiment; Mofes Hazen of Maffachufetts, 
who had refided many years in Canada, was appointed to the com- 
mand of this new corps. 

Though congrefs and the ftates made great exertions to fupport 
the war in Canada, yet from the fall of Montgomery, their inter- 
eft in that colony daily declined. "Their ut.ccccisful affault on 
Quebec made an impreflion, both on the Canadians and the Indians, 
unfavourable to their views. 

The {mall force which arrived at Quebec early in May, was 
followed by feveral Britith regiments, together with the Brunfwick 
troops, im fucha rapid fucceffion, that in a few weeks the whole 
was eftimated at 13,000 men. 

Che Americans, in their retreat from Quebec, marched to the 
Sorel, at which place they threw up fome flight works for their 
latety. They were there joined by fome battalions coming to re 
inforce them. About this time general Thomas died, and th- 
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command devolved at fir on general Arnold, and afterwards on 
general Sullivan. An attack was now projected on the Britith 
poft at the Three Rivers. With this view, a detachment of 
690 men was put under the command of colonel,St. Clair. At 
their head he advanced to the village of Nicolette. When every 
thing was ready for the enterprife, intelligence was received that 
fix tranfports, efcorted by two frigates from Quebec, had arrived, 
and brought a large additign to the late force at the” Three Rivers. 
This caufed,fome new movements, and a delay till more trobdps 
could be brought forward. General Thompfon then came on with 
a reinforcement, and.took command of the whole. It was deter- 
mined to make the propofed attack in four different places at the 
fame times One divifion, commanded by colonel Wayne, was to 
gain the eaftern extremity of the town; one under colonel Max- 
well was toenter from the northward, and the other two diviftons, 
commanded by colonels Sinclair and Irvinc, were to enter from 
the weftward. The whole having embarked at midnight, landed at 
the Point du Lac, about three hours before day. At fomediftance 
from this Point there are two ways of approaching- Three Rivers. 
Intelligence wasbroughtto general Thompfon, foon after his landing, 
that a party of three or four hundred. men were pofted at three 
miles diftance. ‘Ihe troops were inftantly put in motion to diflodge 
them. The intelligence proved to be falfe, but it had carried the 
detachment fome diftance beyond the point where the roads fepa- 
tated. To have returned would have confumed time that could 
not be fpared, as the day was approaching. It was, therefore, 
refolved to proceed in a diagonal direSion towards the road they 
had left. ‘Ihey arrived at a morafs which feemed impaffable. 
Here the day broke, when they were fix miles from their object. 
General Thompfon, reverfing his march,. again reached the road 
bythe river. He had not advanced far when he was fired upon by 
tuoarmed veffels. All expeation of fucceeding by furprife was 
now at'an end; it was, therefore, inftantly determined to make aa 
open attack. They advanced with the greateft alacrity—the van 
ftruck into 2 road on the left, which alfo led to the town, and was 
covered from the fire of the fhips. This laft road was circuitous, 
and led through a valt tract of woodland at that feafon almolt im- 
pafiable. They neverthelefs entered the wood, and the reft of the 
detachment followed. After incredible labour, they gaimed the 
open country north of the villege. There they difcovered a par- 
ty of the Englifh between them and the town. Colonel Wayne 
immediately attacked them. The onfet was vigorous, but the 
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-outeft was unequal. ‘The Americans were foon forced to retreat. 
The Britifh being then difcovered on the river road, advancing in 
a direction to gain the rear of the Americans, a retreat of the main 
body was ordered. This was made by treading back their fleys 
through the fame difmal fwamp by which they had advanced, 
The Britihh marched direétly for the Point da Lac with the ex- 
pectation of fecuring the American batteaux. On their approach, 
majot Wood retired with them to tHe Sorel. At the Point du 
Lac the Britifh took a very advantageous pofition, and a party of 
them purfued the Americans, who, at their arrival nezt the pli ¢ 
of their embarkatio#, found a large party of their enemies pofled 
in their front at the fame time that another wags only three quarters 
of a mile in their rear. There was an immediate néceffity cither 
to lay down their arms, or attempt, by a fudden march. to turn the 
party in front, and get into the country beyond tt. The haft was 
thought praéticable, and the greateft part of the detachment arriv- 
ed fafe at the army of the Sorel. 

The Britith forces having arrived, and a ¢onfiderable body of 
hem having rendezvoufed at the Three Rivers, a ferious purfuit 
of the American army commtnced:—The di#reffes of the re- 
treating army were great. General Sullivan, who conducted the 
fetreat, neverthelefs adted with fo much judgment afd propriety, 
that the baggage and public ftores were faved, and the numerous fick 
brought off. ‘The American afmy reached Crown Point on the 
ift of July, and at that place made their firft ftand. 

General Gates was about this time appointed to command in 
Canada, but on coming to the knowlédge of the late events in that 
province, he concluded to ftop fhort within the limits of New- 
York. The feene wis henceforth reverfed. Inftead of meditat- 

2 the re-commencement of offenfive operations, that army which 
had lately excited fo muth terror in Can ada, was called upon to 
be prepared for repelling an invafion thfeatened from that province. 
It was therefore refolved to ereét works of defence, ecatt of Ti- 
conderoga, and efpecially by every means to endeavour to main- 
tain a naval fuperiority on Lake Champk: in. In conformity to 
that refolution, general Gates, with about 12,000 mes, which 
were collected in the courfe of the fummer, was fixed in command 

Ticonderoga, and a fleet was conftructed at Sken¢fborough, 


This was carried on with fuch rapidity, that in a fhort time there 


were afloat in Lake Champlain. one floop, three {fchooners, and 


fx gondolas, carrying in the w hole 58 guns, 86 fwirels, and 440 


n. Six other veffels were alo nearly ready for launching at 
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the fame time. The flect was put under the command of generat 
Arnold. and he was inftructed by general Gates to proceed beyond 
Crown-Poiat, down Lake Champlain, to the fplit rock ; but mof 
peremptorily retrained frem advancing any farther, as fecurity 
again{t. an apprehended invafion was the ultimate end of the cr- 
Mament 

The expulfion of the Amencan invaders from Canada was but 
a part of the Britith defi gns in that quarter. They urged the 
purfuie no farther than ot. ‘Tohn’ s, but indulged the hope of being 
foon in a condition fer pafhng the lakes, and particularly through 
the ‘country to Albany, fo as to form a Communication with New- 
York. Before they could advance with any profpeét of fuccefs, a 
fleet, fuperior to that of the Americans on the lakes, was to bo 
conftru@ed. It was fo kate as the month of O@ober before their 
ficet was prepared ta face the’ American naval fore? on Lake 
Champlain. ‘fhe former confifted of the thip Inflexible, mounting 
18 twelve pounders, one {chooner, mounting 14, and another of 
t2 fix pounders ; a flat bottomed radeav, carrying fix 24, and fix 
+2 pounders, and a gondola with feven 9 pounders . There vere 
aif twenty fmaller veffels with brafs field de and fome long 
bonts : * (ides a vaft number of veflels detained for the ier bx, 
tion of the army, its ftores, artillery, &c. The whole was put 
under the command of Capt. Pringle. ‘The naval force of the 
Americans was far fhort of what was brought againft them. 

The Britith proceeded up the lake and engaged the Americans. 
The wind was fo unfavorable to the Britih, that t'eir fhip Inflexi- 
ble, and fome other veffels of force, could not be brought to action. 
This Icfened the inequality between the contending fleets fo 
much, that the principal damage fuftained by the Americans was 
the lofs ee fchocner and gondola. At the approach of night the 
aftion was difcontinued. The vanquifhed, during the night, made 
their efcape, but the wind becoming more favorable, the Britifhs 
n*xt morning, overtook the Americans, when a {mart engagement 
erfued, which was well fupported on both fides for about tyo 
hours. Some ef the American veffels efcoped ta Ticonderoga. 
One of she gailies was taken, and géneral Arnold, determined 


that his pec »ple fhould not become prifoncts, ran the Congrefs gal- 
ley, a fine gondola, on fhore in fuch a pofition as enabled lym to 


land hie men and blow up the vefiel. 


‘the American naval force being nearly deftroyed, the Druifk 
undifpated poffeflion of Lake Champlain, which terminated 
mF 


had 
the northern campaign of 
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The Britith had cleared Canada of its invaders, yet-from im- 
pediments thrownin their way, they failed in their ulterior defigns. 
General Gates, by well contrived delays, retarded the Britith for 
fo great a part of the fummer, that by the time they had reacted 
T iconderoga, their retreat on account of the approaching winter 
became immediately ‘neceffary. On the part of the Americans, 
fome men and.a few armed veilels ere loft, but time was gained, 
their army faved, and the frontier of the adjacent ftates fecured 
from a projected invafion, On the part of the Britith. the obje@ 
of the campaign, in which 13,000 men were employed, and near 
a million of money expended, was rendered, im a great meafure, 
abortive. 

In the feffion of Parliament, between the 26th of OSober, 
nog: and the 23d of May, 1775, the ultimate plan for reducing 


e Colonies was m comagerneny xed. begs were dectared., out of 





eese bbe 


Laodaete of Heffe Caffel, and the Duke of Brunfwick, f r abort 
16.000 men, who were to be fent to America to affift in fi bduing 
the Colonies. ‘The parliament alfo pafed an act, forbidding 
intercourfe with. America, and declaring all: American property on 
the high feas, forfeited to the captors. 

It was refolved to open the campaiga «ith fuch a powerful force 
as would look down all oppofition, and effeGtuate fubmiffion with 


»if 


aeae 


out bloodfhed, and to direct its operation to the accomplithment of 
theee objects. ‘The firft was the relief of Quebec, and the reco- 
very of Canada. The fecond, was a {trong imprefiion on fome 
of the fouthern Colonies. The third and principal was, to take 
poffefion of New-York, with a force fufficiently powerful to keep 
poffeiion of Hudfon’s river, and form a line of communication 
with the royal army in Cagada, of to. overrun the adjacent country. 

The firft part of this plan was partly executed, and the exece- 

tion of the fecond was committed to general Clinton and Sir Peter 
Parker, the latter of whom hadefailed with his fquadron direaly 
from Europe and. formed a junction with general Clinton at Cape 
Fear. They concluded to attempt the reduction of Charleon, 
having 2,800 land forces, which they hoped, wyh the co-operation 
of their fhipping, would be fully fficient. 

For fome months palt, every exertion had been made to pu 
the Colony of South Carolina, and efpecially ts capttal, Charles- 
town, in arefpeétable pofture of defence. Works = been cre&. 
ed ca Sulivan’s Ifland, which is fituated fo near the channel Jead- 
ing up to the town, as to b: a convenient polt for annoying veffels 
approaching it. 
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‘The 28th of July Sit Pecer Parker attacked the fort on that 
Ifand, with two 50 gun fhips, four frigates, each of 28 guns, 2 
floops of 20 guns and 2 of 8 guns each. On the fort were mounted 
26 cannon, 24, 18, and 9 pounders. The attack commenced 
between ten and eleven in the forecoon, and was continued for 
upwards of ten hours. The garrifon conffiling of 375 men, un- 
der the command of Colonel Moultrig, made a moit gallant de- 
fence. The fhips were almoft torn to pieces, and the killed and 
wounded on board exceeded 200 men. The lofs of the garrifon 
was only :o meg killed, and 22 wounded. General Clinton had 
landed with a number of troops on Long Ifland, but his crofhng 
over the narrow pafiage which divides the two Iflands, and attack- 
ing the fort in its unfinithed rear was prevented by Colonel Thom- 
fon, who with 7oo men was ftationed at the Eaft end of S ulivan's 
Ifland. ‘The firing ceafed in the evening and before morning the 
fhips had retired about two miles from the Ifand. A few days 
after the troops re-embarked, and the whole failed for New-York. 

By the repulfe of this armament, the fouthern ftates obtained a 
refpite from the calamities of war for two years andahalf Th: 
effect of this victory, jn animating the Americans, were great. 
It difpelled the gloom which overthadowed the minds of many of 
the colonifts, on hearing of the powerful fleets and numerous ar- 
mies which were coming againit them. 

On the oth of June, a motion for declaring the Colonies free and 
independent, wes made in Congrefs. ‘Ihe debates on that fubject 
were continued for fome time, and after a full difcuflion, the pro- 
pofed meafure was, on the 4th of July, approved by mealy an 


* When in the courfe of human events, it becomes neceflary for 
one people to diflélve the political bands which have connected 
them with another, and to affume among the powers of the earth, 
the feparate and equal Ration to which the laws of nature and of na- 
ture’s God entitle them, a decent refpe& to the opinions of man- 
kind requires that they fhould declare the caufes which impel them 
to the feparation. 

* We hold thefe traths to be felf-evident, that-all men were ere- 
ated equal, that they are endowed by their creator with certain 
unalienable rights, that among thefe are life, liberty, and the perfuit 
of happinefs ; that to fecure thefe rights, governments are inftituted 
among men, deriving their jult powers from the confent of the go- 
verned ; that whenever any form of government becomes deftrudtive 
of thefe ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolith it, 











MILITARY REPOSITORY. 165 
2 eS ee 

and to inftitate new government, laying its foundation on fuch prin- 
ciples, and organizing its power in fach form, as to them thal! feem 
moft likely to effect their fafety and happinefs. Prudence, in- 
deed, will dictate that governments long eftablifhed thould not be 
changed for light and tranfient caufes ; and accordingly ‘al! expe- 
rience hath fhown, that mankind are more difpofed to fuffcr while 
evils are fufferable, than to right themfelves by aholifhing the forms 
to which they are acculomed. But when a long train of abufes 
and ufurpations, purfuing invariably the fame object, evinces a de- 
fign to reduce them under abfolute defpotifm, it is their right, it is 
their duty, to throw off fuch government, and to provide new 
guards for their future fecurity. Sych has been the patient fuf. 
ferance of thofe Colonies and fuch is pow the neceflity which con- 
{trains them to alter their former fyftems of government. The 
hiftery of the prefent king of Great Britain is a hiltory of repeat- 
ed injuries and ufurpations, all having in direc objeat, the eftablith- 
ment of anabfolute tyranny over thefe ftates. To prove this, 
Jet faéts be fubmitted to a candid world. 

‘“‘ He has refufed his affent to laws the moft wholefome and ne- 
ceflary for the public good. 

“© He has forbidden his governors to pafs laws of immediate 
and prefling importance, unlefs fufpended in their operation till his 
aifent fhould be obtained; and when fo fufpended, he has utterly 
neglected to attend to them. 

‘“« He has rcfufed to pafs other laws for the accommodation of 

large diftri@s of people, unlefs thofe people would relinquith the 
right of reprefentation in the legiflaturc; a right ineftimable to 
shem, and formidable to tyrants only. 
' & He has called together legiflative bodies at places unufual, 
uncomfortable,, and diftant fiom the depofitory of their public 
records, for the fole purpofe of fatiguing them into compliance with 
his meafures, 

“« He has diffolved reprefentative houfes repeatedly, for Oppo- 
fing with manly firmnefs his inyafions on the rights of the people. 

“ He has refufed, for a long time after fuch diffolutions, to 
caufe others to be elected ; whereby the legiilative powers, incapa- 
ble of annihilation, have returned to the people at larg: for thei: 
exercife; the {tate remaining, in the mean time, expofed to al] the 
danger of inyafion from without, and convulfions within. 

‘“* He has endeavoured to prevent the population of thefe ftatess 
for that purpofe obftructing the laws for naturalization of foreign- 
ers; refufing to pals others to encourage migration hither, and 
railing the conditions of new appropriations of lands. 
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“ He has obftrutted the Wainthitration Of juftice, by refufing 
his affert to laws for’eftablithing judiciary powers. 

He has made judges dependent on his will alone for the tenure 
of their offices, and the amount’ and payment of ther falarics. 

«“ He has erected a multitude of new offices, and fent hither 
fwarms of: officers to harrafs- our pedple and éat out their fub- 
ttance. ; | 

“* Hechas kept among us, in time of peace, ftanding armies, 
without the confent of our legiffatures. 

“+ “He has affected to render the military independent of, and 
fuperior, to the civil power. 

“He has combined with others to fubject us to a jurifdiction 
foreiga to sour conftitation, and unacknowledged by our laws; 
giving his affent to their acts of pretended legiflation : 

** For quartering large bodies oF armed troops among us: 

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punifhment for 
any marders which they thould commit on the inhabitants of thefe 
States: 

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world: 

‘“* For impofing taxes on us without our confent: 

* For depriving us, in many cafes, of the benefits of trial by 
jury: 

« For tranfporting us beyond feas to be tried for pretended 
offences : 

* Forabolifhing the free fyftem of Englith laws in a neighbour- 
ing province, eftablifhing therein an arbitrary government, and 
enlarging its boundaries, fo as to render it at once an example and 
fit inftrument for introdacing the fame abfolute rule into thefe 
colonies : 

“ For taking away our charters, abolifhing our moft valuable 
jaws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our governments ; 

“ For fufpending our own legiflatures, and declaring themfelves 
invefted with power to legiflate for us in all cafes whatfoever. 

“ He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his 
protection, and -waging war againft us. 

**He has plundered our feas, ravaged our coafts, burnt our 
towns, and deftroyed the lives of our people. ~ « | 

“« He is, at this time, tranfporting large armies of foreign mét- 
cenaries to complete the works of ‘death, defolation and tyranny, 
already began with circumftances of cruelty and perfidy {carcely 
paralleled in the moft barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the 
head of a civilized nation. 
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«“ He has conftrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on the 
high feas, to bear arms againft their. country, to become the execu- 
tioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall shemfelves by their 
hands. 

“ He has excited domeftic infurrections among us, and has 
endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the mer- 
cilefs Indian fayages, whofe known rule of warfare is an undiftin~ 
guithed deftruction of all ages, fexes, and conditions. 

“ In every. ftage of thefe opprefiions. we have petitioned for 
tedrefs in the moft humble terms: our gepeated petitions bave beea 
anfwered only by repeated injury-. Ai prince whofe .character is 
thus marked by every at which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be 
the ruler of a free people. 

‘* Nor have we been wanting to our Britifh brethren! We 
have warmed them from time.to, time of attempts made by their 
legiflature to extend an unwarrantable jurifdi@ion overuse; We 
have reminded them of the circumftances of our emigration: and 
fetlement here. We have appealed..to their native jultite and 
magnanimity, and we have conjured .them, .by the ties of our 
common kindred, to difavow thefe pfarpations, which, weuld ine- 
vitably interrupt our connections and correfpondence. They, too, 
have been deaf to the voice of juftice and confanguinity, We 
muft, therefore, acquiefce in the neceflity which denounces our 
feparation, and hold them as we hold the reft of mankind, enemies 
in war, in peace. friends. 


“ We, therefore, the Reprefentatives of the United States of 


America, in Genetal Congrefs afflembled, appealing to the Supreme 
Judge of the world for the reétitude of our intentions, doy in the 
name and by the authority of the good people of thefe cdlohics, 
folemnly publifh and declare, That thefe United Colonics are, and 
of right ought te be, FREE and INDEPENDENT STATES; 
that they ase abfolved from all allegiance to the Britifh crown ; and 
that all political connection betweca them and the State of Great 
Britain is, and ought to be, totally diffolved; and that as Free and 
Indepent States, they have fill power to levy war, conelude peace, 
contract alliances, eftablifh commerce, and to do all. other ats and 
things which Independent States may af right do. . And, for the 
fupport of this Declaration, with a firm, reliance on the protection 
of Divine Providence, we nwtually pledge to each other our lives, 
our fortunes, and our facred honour.” 

From the promulgation of this declaration, every thing afflumed 


inew form. The Americags no longer appeared in the charac- 

















































































-, 


tha RE 













































. 
eS ot ee ee ee ee ee 
- + _ ad > . 
atin 4 . - « 
“ ad ae 





168 MILITARY REPOSITORY. 
ee 


ter of fubjects in arms againft their fovereign, but as an independeft 
people, repelling the attacks of an invading foe. ‘The people were 
encouraged by it to bear up under the calamities of war, and view- 
ed the evils they fuffered only as the thorn that ever accompanies 
the rofe. 

The American army received the declafation of independence 
with unfeigned acclamatiuns of joy. Though it was well known 
that Great Britain had employed a force of 55,000 men to war 
upon the new formed ftatcs, and that the continental army was aot 
equa! to one half that mumiber, and only engaged a few months, 
and that congrefs was without any aflurance of foreign aid, yet 
both the American officers and privates gave every evidence of 
their hearty approbation of the decree which fevered the Colonies 
from Great Britaifl, and fubmitred to the fword, whether they 
fhould be free ftates or conquered provinces. ‘ Now,” faid they, 
“ we know the ground on which we ftand; now we are a nation; 
po more fhal! the opprobrious term of rede/, with any appearance of 
juftice, be applied tous. Should the fortune of war throw us into 
the hands of our enemies, we may expect the treatment of prifon- 
ers, and not the puvifhment of rebels. The prize for which we 
contend is of fuch magnitude that we may freely rifque our lives 
to obtain it.”” 

The command of the force which was defigned to operate 
againft New-York, in this campaign, was given to Admiral Lord 
Howe and his brother Sir William. To this fervice was allotted 
a powerful army, confifting of about 30,000 mens This force 
was fuperior to any thing that America had heretofore feen. 

A few days after the declaration of independence, general 
Howe, arrived off Sandy Hook, which he had previoufly com- 
manded at Boften, and was foon after joined by admiral lord 
Howe, with part of the reinforcement from England. ‘I he Britith 
general, on his approach, found every part of New-York ifland, 
and the moft expofed parts of Long-Ifland fortified and well de- 
fended with artillery. It had early occurred to general Wabhing- 
ton, that the pofleffion of New-York would be with the Britith a 
favourite object. General Lee, while the Britith were yet in pof- 
fefhon of Maffachufetts, had been detached from Cambridge to put 
Long-Iiland and New-York into a pofture of defence. Works 
were then erected in and about New-York, on Long Ifiand, and 
the heights of Harlem. ‘Thefe. befides batteries, were field re- 
doubts, formed of earth, with a parapet and ditch. The former 
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were fometimes fraifed, and the latter pallifad6ed, but they were in 
no inftance formed to fuftain a fiege. Slight as they were the 
campaign was nearly walted before they were fo fiP réduced ‘as to 
pernfit the royal army to penetrate into the country. 

The American army in and néar New-York amounted to 17,290 
men. Thefe were moitly new troops, and were divided into ma- 
ry {mall unconnééted polls, fome of which were fifteen'miles re- 
moved from ‘others. General Wathington had eafly in April fixed 
his head quartets in New-York. “The Britith fotce was increafing 
by frequent fueceflive arrivals from Malifax, South Carolitia, Flor- 
idas the Wett-Indies and Europe. *But fo many untoréfeen delnys 
had trken place that the month of Augaft was fat advanced before 
they were ina condition to open the campaign. 

The réyal tommiffionets, admiral and general Howe, thought 
proper béfére they cominenited their militiry operations to try 
what might be done in their civil capacity, towards effecting a re- 
union between Great- Britain and the colonies. Lord Howe frit 
fent afore a circular ietter to feveral of the royal governors in A- 
merica ‘informing them of the late aétof Parliament “ for reftoring 
heace to the colonies, and granting pardon 0 fuch as fhould de- 
ferve “miefty,” and defiring thenf to péblif’ a declaration 
which aceompafiied the fame. Here, however, congrefs faved him 
trouble, by ordering his letter and declaration to be publithed 
in all the newfpapers “ that every one’ might fee the infidioufnefs 
of the Britith miniftry, and that they had nothing to truft to be- 
fides the exertion of their own valour. 

Lord Howe next fent a letter to general Wathington ; but as it 
was diré&ed * to George Wathington, Efg.”’ the general refufed 
to accept of it as not being directed in the flyle fuituble to Kis fa- 
tion. | Some time after adjutant:general Patrctfon was fent by gen- 
eral Howe, with a letter addrefledto general Wathington, &e &c. 
a polite reception was given to the bearer, but general Wafhington 
replied, that-a letter directed to any perfon in a publiic character 
fhould have fome defcription of it, otherwife it would appear a mere 
privaté letters that it was true the &%c’s implied every thing, bu; 
they alfeimplied any thing,and that he fhould therefore decline the 
receiving amy letter directed to him as a private perfon, when it 
clated ‘tochis public ftation. “A long conférence enfited, in which 
the adjutant-géneral obferved, that the comm‘fhoners were armed 
with great pdWers,afid Would be very happy in effecting an accom. 
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their powers were only to grant pardon; that they who had coi. 
imitted no fault wanted no pardon.” 

The Britith commanders then refolved to make their firft attempt 
upon Long-Ifland. They landed between Utrecht and Gravefend, 
‘‘ne American works protected a fall pemnfula having Walla- 
bout Bay to the left, and firetching ever to Red-Hook on the 
right, the Eatt-River, being in their rear. General Sullivan 
with a {trong force, was encampéd within thefe works at Brooklyne- 
From the ea.t fide of the Narrows runs a ridge of hills, covered 
with thick wood, about five or fix miles in length, which termin- 
atesnear Jamaica. There were three paffes through thele hills, 
one near the Narrews, a fécond on the Flatbufh road, and a third 
on the Bedford road, and they are all defenfible. Thefe were the 
only roads which could be paffed from the fouth fide of the hills to 
the Anerican lines, except a roed which led round the eatterly 
end of the hills to Jamaica. The: Américans had 800 men on each 
of thefe roads, and Colonel Mites was placed with his battalion of 
riflemen, to guard the road from the fouth of the hills to Jamaicas 
and to watch the motions of the Britith. 

General de Heifter, with his Hedflians, took the 26th of Auguft, 
pot at Flitbuth. In the following night the greater part of the 
Britifh army commanded by general Clinton, marched to gai the 
road leading round the eaflerly end of the hills to Jamaica, and ta 
turo the left of the Americans. | He arrived about two hours be- 
fore day, within half a mile of the road. One of the parties fel} 
in ith a patrole of Amciican officers, aud took them all prifoners, 
which prevented the early tranfmifhon of intelligence, At the 
break of day general Clinton advanced and took poffeflion of the 
heights over which the road paffed. General Grant, with the 
leit wing, advanced along the coafl by the weft read near the Nar 
rows 3 but this was intended chieily as a feint. 

The guard which was ftationed at this road fled without making 
any refiltance. A few of them were afterwards tallied, and lord 
Sorling advanced ith 1500 mea, and took poffetion of a hill a- 
bout two miles fiom the American camp, and in front of general 
Grant. 

On the 27th of Auguft an attack was made very early in the 
morning by the Heffians from Flatbufh, under general Heilter, and 
by general Grant on the coait, and was well fupported for a con- 
fiderabe time on both fides. ‘I he Americans who oppofed Heifter, 
were firft informed of the approach of general Clinton, who had 
come round on their left. They immediately began to retreat to 
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their camp, but were ‘intercepted by the right wing under general 
Cliaton, who got into the rear of their left and attacked them with 
the light infantry and dragoons while returning to their lines. They 
were driven back till they were met bythe Hefhans. They were 
thus alternately chafed and intercepted between general Heiiter 
and general Clinton. Some of their regiments neverthelefs found 
their way to the camp. The Americans under lord Stirling, who 
were engaged with general Grant, fought with great refolution for 
about fix hours. They were uninformed of the movements made 
by general Clinton, till fome of the troops under his command had 
traverfed the whole extent of country in their rear. Their retreat 
was thus intercepted, but fCveral. notwithftanding, broke through 
and got into the woods; many threw themfelves into the marth 

fome were drowned, and others perifhed in the mud, but a confi- 
derable number efcaped by this? way to their lines. 

The lofs of the Britith and Heflians wasabout 450. The kil- 
led, wounded, and prifoners of the Americans, including thof- 
who weredrowned or perifhed in the woods or mud,exceeded a thou 
fand. Among the prifoners of the latter were two of their general 
officers, Sullivan and lord Stirling, and feveral other officers of 
diftinétion. 

General Washington called a council of war, to conflt on the 
meafures proper to be taken, after which difpofitions were made for 
an immediate retreat. ‘This commenced foon after it was dark, 
from two points, the upper and lower ferries, on Eaft River. 
The intention of evacuating the Ifland had been prudently canceal- 
ed from the Americans, that they knew not whither they were 
going, but fuppofed to attack the enemy. The ficid artillery, teats, 
baggage, and about g>00 men, were sonveyed to the city of New. 
York over Eaft River, in lefs than 1 3 hours, and v ithout the know- 
ledge of the Britith, though not 1co yards diflant. ‘Towards 
morning an extreme thick fog came up, which hovered over Loag 
Ifland, and by concealing the Americans enabled them to compleat 
their retreat... In about half an hour the fog cleared away, and 
the Britifh entered the works which had jult been relinquified. 

General Sullivag, who was taken prifoner, was immediatly fent 
on parole. with the following verbal meffige from Lord Howe, 
to congrefs “ that though he could not at prefent treat with them 
in that charaéter, yet he was very defirous of having confercace 
with fome of the members, whom he would confider as private 
gentlemen ; fetting forth at the fame time : mature and exten, 
uf his powers as commifioncr. Congrcfs replicd, that the repr 
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fentatives of the free and independant ftates of America could not 
with propriety fend any of their members to confer with Lord 
Howe in their private charaters, but that ever defirous of efta- 
blithing peace on reafonable terms, they will fend a committee of 
their body, to know whether he has any authority to treat with 
pertons authorized by congrefs for that purpofe, on behalf of Ame- 
rica, and what that authority is; andto hear fuch propofitions as 

fhall think fit to make refpecina the fame.’? They ele&ed 
Dr. Franklio, John Adams, and Edward Rutledge, their com. 
They were very politely received by lord 
lord Hewe’s commif- 
expreffied in 





mittee for this purpofe. 
Howe, but the conference proved fruitlefs, 
miffion not containing any other authority than that 

the act of parliament—namely, that of granting pardons- Lord 
Howe ended the converfition on his part, by expreffing his regard 
for America, and the extreme pain he would fuffer in being obli- 
ged to diftrefs thofe whom he fo much regarded. Dr. Franklin 
thanked him for his regard, and affured him, that the Americans 
would fhew their gratitude, by endeavouring to leffen as much as 
pofible all pain he might feet on their 2ceount, by exerting their 
nemoft abilities in taking good care of themfelves.” 

A coun cil of war recommended to act upon the detenfive, and 
not to rifk the army for the fake of New-York. ‘I he public 
ftores were moved to Dobb’s ferry about 26 miles from New- 
York ; 12,000 men were ordered to the northern extremity of 
New-¥ork ifland, and 4,500 to remain for the defence of the ci- 
tv, while the remainder occupied the intermediate fpace. Before 
thé Brith landed, it was imipoffible to tell what place would be 
firft attacked : this made it neceflary to ere& works for the defence 
of a variety of places as well as of New-York, Though ev: ery 
thing was abandoned when the crifis came, that either the city 


mult’ be relinquifhed or the army rifked for its defence, yet from 


i 
the delays occationed by the redoubts and other works, a whole 


aes was | ft to the Britith and faved to the Americans. Con- 
d determined to raife 98 battalions, to ferve during the 
campaign with as little misfortune as pof. 
time to raife a permanent army againft the 
ericans a matter of the laft importanée- 

On ‘the 15th of pita mber, general Howe began to land his 
men un hei cover of fix e fhips of beg ene _ipp’s-Bay and 
uttle-Bay. As the different divifions lande y po'ted them- 
inds that {tretch in an ace a direction 


felves on th > high eround 
thore. At the fame time a detachment of Hefhan 


grefs h 
war. “Fo wear away the 
fble, and thereby gain t 
next yet, was to the An 
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troops advanced to New-York, and-in their way fell in with a par- 
ty of the Americans retreating by the pafs at Blooming Dale. A 
{kirmith enfaed, in which the Hefhians were victorious. About the 
fame time, another detachment of the British troops made a 
movement to the right, invorder to attack a body of the Americans, 
who however retreated to the main body pofted on Merris’s 
Heights. No attempts being made to defend New- wr ork, it was 
taken poffefhon of bythe Englith. They had been 2 few days in 
poflethon, when a dreadful fire broke out and canlacn’ a thoufanc 
honfes. 

After the Americans had evacuated New-York, they retired to 
the morth end of the ifland on which the city is erected. On the 
morning of the 16th of September a detachment was fent oyt 
from the main body of the Americans, to ¢ wood facing the left 
fank ofthe enemy. ‘The Britihh in order to diflodge them, di/- 
patched three cempanies of light infantry, and three companies of 
Heflian riflemen. An action enfued, which was carried on by 

reinforcements on both fides, and became very warm. Many were 
killed on both Sides, but the advantage was on the fide of the 
Americans. 

General Wafhington while retreating from New-York, pofted 
his troops fo as to make a line of {mall detached and intrenched 
camps on the feveral heights and ftrong grounds from Valentine’s 
! . on the right, to the vicinity of the _White-Plains on the left 

ec Britifh troops employed themfelves in throwing up a chain of 

d douias on M’Gowans Hill to cover New-York, and to render 
it capable ef a vigorous defence, As foon as_ the redoubts were 

pleated it was determined to attempt the rear of the Ameri- 

c ae by the New-England road, from which they received the mait 
‘ir fupplies On the 18th of OGober the Britifh troops re- 
barking proceeded along the coaft to Pell’s Point, and difem- 
barked there without difficulty. Soon after they landed a fkirmulh 
happened in an attempt to diflodge the Americans from a narrow 
fs, at which they had taken poft with a ftrong corps. The lat- 

r retired. On the 20th of O&ober the main divifion of the Brit- 
ith army moved to New Rochelle fituated on the Sound that divi- 
des Long-Ifland from the continent. ‘There they were joined by 
he fecoad  divifion of foreign troops, from England, under the 
command of general Knyphaufen. ‘i he American army ftretched 
ng the ground parallel to that on which the Britifh troops were 
marching ; from Kings Bridge on the right, to White Plains on 
ihe left. The two armies were feparated bv thewtiver Brunx, the 











i~4 MILITARY RE EPOSITORY. 


|; 
——— —s 


rear of the Britith wascovered by the Sound, not far diitane, 
With this relative arrangment the armies moved flowly toward, the 
White Plains, where on the eaftern fice of the Drunx, a detach. 
ment had beam fortifyitg a camp for the Americans. which camp 
they occupied with their ishiade army confifling of about 18,000 
men, on the 25th. (See plate No. III. a) 

Vhe Britith army, 3000 ftrovg,early in the morning of the 28th 
of OGober, in two columat marched from its encampment near 
Ward’s houfe, on the banks of the Brunx, the left being com- 
manded by general Heiter, accompanied by general Howe. Sit 
Henry Clinton commanded the right. As they approached the 
White Plains the right column fel! in with fevcral bodies of the 
Americans whom they drove back to their works. The Americens 
were éncamped on a long ridge of hills the brow of which was 
covered with lines Jately thrown up. A bend o' the Brunx pro- 
teGted their right flank, and by another turning in its eourfe en. 
veloped alfo the rear of their right wing. The point of the hill 
on their right, was exceedingly fleep and rocky, and was covered 
by a ftrong abbatis in front of the entrenchment. Their left was pot 
ed in very broken ground, difficult to he affailed. The weake 
part wasthe centre. The flope of the hill was very gradual in 
dire@tion of the road by the Court-houfe.” The lines were by na 
means formidable, not being fraized ; and the rockinef: ofthe foil 
frevented the ditch from being made of any troublefome depth. 


elt 


* The Americans on the approach of the enemy, kept upa harp 
eannonacc, which the Britifh returned, but the diftance vas fo 
great, that there was little effect on cither fide. Part of the Brit. 
ith columns formed behind fome rifing ground, nearly parallel to 
the front of the Americans but the right wing of the Britih 
cid nat extend beyond the centre of the American lines. That 
part of the pofition of the Americans did not feem to be confider. 
ed ; all the attention of the Britith commander being fixed on ano, 
ther part of the field. A large party of Americans were pofteg 
ona hill (c)ina line withtherightof their camp,but feparated from i; 
by the Brunx.+ Againft this hill all the efforts of the Britifh army 


* Hod an affault been made on the centre of ihe American eerl: 
defeat would have been defiruéiion to the Amerieans. The whole of 
sheir right muff have fallen into the power of the Britifh ; for th 


Brunx not being paf: ible in tha i p Gatrl, cul of T their retreat. 


+ The reafor of the Ameri ons meee sf oflure i is ee 


mr it be that they could not be contained w thin. the werks of ther 
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were direted. <A part of the left wing paffed the ford, which 
was we under commaad of their cannon. Previous to their 

, Col. Rall, cpenng a brigade of the Heflians, on the 
: pa aed the Brunx, and gained a poft which enabled him to <n- 
noy the flank of M Dougal’s corps. ‘The Americans were crove 
trom the hill, While they were engaged the American bapgage was 
moved off, in full view of the Britih army. The main army of the 
Ameticans remained tranquil in their entrenchments. 


On the night of 28th of Oober the Britith troops lay on their 
arms, and encamped next day with the left wing on the field of 
battle, and the right extending from the other fide of the Brunx, 
v hich pofition enabled them to make a front parallel to a certain 
extent to that of the Americans. In the mean time the latter ém-. 
ployed themfelves in &rengthening their lines. General Row, 

wing been reinfored by four battallions from York Iland and two 
fiom Mharonneck Polt made difpofitians for attacking the Ameri- 
can lines early on the laf of O&ober. This refolution however, 

; abandoned, on account of rainy weather. Onthe 31ft the 
weather proved fine about noon, be« the Britifh commander did 
not think proper to put hts former intentions in execution. The 
A preg ee had rendered their linc’ fufficiently ftrong to refit an at- 

ck, but being informed by a deferter that the Britith army would 

rch againft them the next a they evacuated their lines eg 
the morning of the fiurlt af November, and retired acrofs the Crot- 
ton river to North Caftle. Their pofition was now fo advantage 
oss, that any attack on them muft have proved very unfuccefsfub 
for the river Crotton itretched along their front, aad - their. reat 
was defended by woods and heights 


camp. The pole): Cfion of t hat hil! weuld not enable the Pritifl toan- 
noy their camp, for it rofe fo gradually from the Brunx shat its cref 
coas not within random cannon foot, as was prowed by many of the 
Briti /b battalhons lying upon it ‘on their arms the whale CVEnINg\< after 

-aition: nor had general WW ‘afbington to apprebend that, an m tbat 
quarter, an ai ‘fac ‘ mi ioht le male on bh: if red?r, fa Ce ihe Lrun - deeb 
and impraGicable, wend have been fill between the tavo armi 

7 Though we Should newer judve on the mevits-or demerits of will. 
fary difpofitic ns from r: ‘fultir 17 everits, yet the placing zy of acon, Sielerabl 
body on that bill offeLual lly difpe ed gene ral Howe to commit the tlundes 
of not affailing the centre of the American tenes end to dire® alt hi; 
éitention toevards that poh, which was the caufe that their vidi “° 
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Within a few days Sp gene ‘ral Wathington with part of his army, 
erofied the Norh River, and took pott in the neighbourhood of 
Fort Lee. A force of about 7,500 men was left at North-Caflles 
uncer general Lee. 

I'he Americans having retired general Howé determined to 
improve the opportunity of their abfence for the reduction of Kingf. 
bridge and Fort Wathington. ‘| his lait poit was of the utmott 
importance, as much as it fecured an immediate intercourfe with 
the Jerfey fhore to Fort Lee, and effectually ob{ructed the navi. 
gation of the North River. Senfible of the importance of this polt, 
the Americans had garrifoned it under the command of Colonel! 
Magaw. 

On the fifteenth of November the Britith batteries being com- 
pleated a fummong was fent to the garrifon to furrender, the com. 
manding officer aniwered that he vould defend the fort to the lat 
extremity It was determined therefore to commence a vigorous 
attack upon it next morning. ‘The army was divided into four 
sage i he firft on the north Side was led on by genera! Knyphau. 
fen. The fecond on the eaft by general Matches; fupported by 
lord Cornwallis. ‘The third-was under the dire&ion of Colonel 
Stirling, and the fourth was commanded by lord Piercy. The 
outworks being carried by the ¢.:-my, the Americans léft their lines 
and crouded into the fort.* The garrifon finding that it was not 
pollible to defend the fort longer faitcadned jeiloiers of war, 

The number of prifoners amounted to 2700. The lofs of the 
Britith, inclufive of killed and wounned, was about 1z60. Lord 
Cornwallis with a confiderable force paffed over to attack Fort Lee 
on the oppofite Jerfey oe The garrifon was faved by an im 
mediate evacuation, but at the expehce of their artillery and ftores. 

‘The term of time for which the American foldiers had engaged 
to ferve ended in’ Novembet or December, the army having been 
organized the preceding year, on the idca that an accommodation 
would take plhice within a twelve months. 

When it was expeted that the conquerors would retire to vin- 
ter quarters, they commenced a new plan of operations more alar- 

a It was an error in Col. Mag ow, that he e fufferes d his troops ? 
crowd into the fort, after quitting their lines: for had they been pofied 
on the brow of the hill, fa ing’! be north and fouth, the coniefl qvonle 
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ming than all their previous conquefts. The reduction of Fort 
Wathington, the evacuation of Fort Lee, and the diminution of 
‘he American army, by the departure of thofe whofe time had ex- 
pired, encouraged the Britith, notwithitanding the feverity of the 
winter, to purfue the remaining inconfiderable continental force 
with the profpecét of annihilating it. ‘To retreat was the only ex- 
pedient left. This having commenced, lord Cornwallis fullowed, 
and was clofe on the rear of genéral Wathington, as he retreated 
fucecflively to Newark, to Brunfwick, to Princetown, to Tren- 
ton, and to the Pennfylvanid fide of the Delaware. 

The Britihh took poffeilion of Rhode-IMand without any lofs 
and in “he mean time blocked up commodore Hopkin’s fquadron’ 
and a number of American privateers at Providence. 

In this period, when the Amefican army was relinquifhing its 
general, the people giving up the caufe, fome of their leaders going 
over to the enemy, the Britifh commanders fucceeding in every 
enterprize, general Lee was taken prifoner at Bafkenridge, by 
lieutenant colonel Hartcourt. This caufed a depreflion of {pirits a- 
mong the Americans, far exceeding any real injury done to their 


— 
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ti 


flential interefts. ‘They had repofed han confidence in his mili- 


tary talents, and experience of regular European war. 

By the advance of the Britith into New-Jerfey, the neighbour- 
hood of Philadelphia became the featof war. Cdongrefs therefore 
adjourned themfelves on the 12th of December, to meet in eight 
days at Baltimore, réfolving at the fame time, “ that gener@! 
Wathington fhould be poffeffed of full power to order and direct 
all things relative to the department and the operations of war.” 

With the year 1776, a retreating army was to be difmiffed, and 
the profpect of a new one wasboth diftantand uncertain. ‘Therecent- 
ly aflumed independence of the States was apparently on the verge 
of diffolution. But in proportion as difficulties increafed, congrefs 
redoubled their exertions tooppofethem ; theyaddrefled the Statesin 
animated language, calculated to remove their defpondency, renew 
their hopes, and confirm their refolutions. ‘They atthe fame time 
difpatched gentlemen of charaéter and in fluence to excite the militia 
to take the field. General Wafhiagton was empowered to raife and 
colle& together in the moft fpeedy and effeCtual manner from any 
or all of the United States 16 battalions of infantry in addition to 
thofe already voted by congrefs; to appoint officersfor the faid battal- 
ions of infantry, to raife officers, and equip 3000 light horfe ; three 
regiments of artillery, a corps of engineers, and to eftablith their 
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pay ; toapply to any of the States for fuch aid of the militia as he 
fhall judge neceffary ; to form fuch magazines of provifions, and in 
fuch places as he fhall think proper; to difpofe and appoint all 
officers under the rank of brigadier general ; to fill up all vacancies 
in every other department in the American armies. 

oe it that time the number of troops under the command of 
a ! Wafhington amo unted to 2 or 3000 men only. In this 
erifis of danger, 1500 of the Peanfylvania militia embodied to re- 
inforce the Continental army. ‘The merchant, the farmer, the 
tradefman, the labourer, cheerf ily relinquithed the conveniences 
of home to perform the duties of private foldiers, inthe feverity of 
a winter campaign. General Wafhington now formed the bold re- 
folution of re-croffing into the State of Jerfey, and attacking that 
part of the enemy which was pofled at Trenton. 

The Britith commanders in the fecurity of conqueft cantoned 
their army at Burlington, Bordenton, Trenton, and other towns 
in New-Jerfey. Of all events none feemed to them more impro- 
bable than that their late retreating half-naked enemies, fhould in 
this exreme cold feafon, face about and commence offenfive epera- 
rations. 

In the evening of Chriftmas day, general Wafhington made ar- 
rangements for the recrofling of the Delaware in three divifions : 
at M’Konckey’s ferry, at Trenton ferry, and at or near Borden- 
ton. ‘Ihe ice in the river retarded their paffage-fo long that it was 
three o’clock in the morning before the artillery could be got over 
On their landing in Jerfey, they were formed into two divifions 
commanded hy general Sullivan and Green ; one of thefe divifions 
was ordered to proceed on the lower or river road; the other, on 
the upperor Pennington road. Col. Stark with fome light troops, 
was alfo direéted to advance.near to the river, and to poflets | sim. 
felf of that ve of the town which is beyond the bridge. The di- 
vifions having nearly the fame diftance to march were ordered im- 
med lee on f rcing the out-guards, to puth dire&tly into Trenton» 
that they might charge the enemy before they had time to form, 


T hough the y marched 
yo 


eneny’s advanced poft within three minutes of each other. The 
out-guards of the Heffian troops at Trenton, foon fell back, but 


different roads, yet they arrived at the 


kept up a con{tant retreating fire. ‘Their main body being hard 
prefled by the Americans, who had already got poffeflion of half 
their artillery, attempted to file off by a road leading towards 
Princetown, but were checked by a body of troops thrown in 
their way. Finding they were furrounded, they laid down the 
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aems. The number which fubmitted was 20 officers, and 886 
men. he detachment in ‘Trenton confifted of three Heffian re- 
giments, amounting to 1500 men, and atroop of Britith light- 
horfe. All thefe were killed or captured, except about 620, who 
efcaped by the road leading to Bordentown. 

Immediately after the furprize of the Heflians, General Wath- 
ington, with his prifoners, re-croffed the Delaware, which at this 
lace i is about three q arters of amile over, and reaffumed his poft on 

¢ Pennfylvania fide. Ad remained unoccupied, and the 
enemy were potted at Princetown, twelve miles diflant, on the road 
towards Ne«-York. 

‘he effets of this fuccefSful enterprize were fpeedily felt in 
recruiting the American army. About 1400 regular foldiers, 
whofe time of fervice was on the point of expiring, agreed to 
ferve fix weeks longer, and reinforcements came in from feveral 
juarters to General Wathington. The weather was now growing 
very fevere, and as there were very few houfes near the fhore 
where General Wafhington had taken his ftation, the greatett 
part of his army remained out in the woods and ficlds. Thefe, 
wi - fome other circumftances, induced the general once more to 
pafs the Delaware, and to take poffe(ion of Trenton. ‘This was 
undoubtedly a bold adventure, and carried with it the appearance 
of defiance. 

Trenton is ftuated on a rifing ground, about half a mile diftant 
from the Delaware, and is cut into two divifions by a {mall creek, 
fufficient to turn a oy which is on it, after which it empties itfelf 
at nearly right angles into the Delaware. 


Scarcely had wd. 1 Wathington taken ape here, and befor 


the feveral P: irties of militia, out on detachments » or on their w Vs 
could be collected, than the British, leaving behind them a ftron; 
earrifon at Princeton, marched fuddenly, and entered Trenton at 
the upper or north eaft quarter. A party of the Americans tkir- 
mifhed with the advanced party of the Britih, to afford time f 
removing the flores and baggage, and withdrawing over the 
bridge. 

In a little time the Britith had poffefhon of one half of the 
town; General Wathington of the other; aad the creek on! 
feparated the two armies. Nothing could be a move critical fitua- 
tion than this; and if ever the fate of America depended on the 
event of a day it was now. The Delaware was filling fait with 
large fheets of driving ice, and was impaffable; fo that no retreat 
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into Penn ifylvania could | be effected, neither is it poflible, in fhe 
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face of an enemy, to pafs a river of fach extent. The road 
mera 2 | > 7 a én - ' 
were brokca and rugged with the froft, and the main road was Oc- 
cu red by the enemy. 
About four o’clock rof the Britith appro: 

t four o'clock a party of the Britith approached the bridge 

with a defign to gain it, but were repulfed. “They made ao more 
attempts, though the creck itfelf is paffable any where between the 


. a . 
bridge and the Delaware. “Fvening was now coming on, and the 
advantages they could with for, 


Britith believing they had all the 
and that they could ufe them when they pleafed, difcontinued 
all further operations, and held themfelyes prepared to make the 
attack next morning. 

But the next morning produced i {cence as elegant as it was un- 
expected.—The Britifh were under arms and ready to march to 


action, when one of their light horfe from Princeton came furi- 


oufly down the ftreet with an account that General Wathington 
had that morning attacked and carried the Britith poft at that 
place, and was proceeding on to feize the magazine at Brunfwick ; 
the Britith, who were then on the point of making an 
Americans, wheeled aboyt, 


offault on the evacuated camp of the / 


and.marched for Pnaceton. 
General Wa fhington; the better to cover and ditg uife his retreat 
from Trenton, had ordered a Jine of fires to be ighted up in front 
of his camp. Thefe not only ferved to give an appearance of 
going to reft, and continuing that deception, but they effectually 
ein SE from the Britifh whatever was acting behind them: 


After this, by a circuitous march of . 


en which 


fee about eighteen miles, the 


sAmericans arrived near Princetown early 


were defcried by a party of Britith troops, confilting of about three 
Trenton. They britkiy 


in the morning, and 


regiments who were on their march to 
attacke sd the center of the Americans, who gave way in diforder. 


general Wathingtoa pufhed forward, 


moment was critical ; 
. fronting 


yor If between his own men and the Britith 
the latter. ‘he Americans encouraged by his example, made a 
ftand and return ed the Britith fre. ‘They killed 60, wounded 
many, and took between 3 and 400 prifoners of the Britifh ; obli- 
. eft of them to make a precipitate eftape ; fome towards 
and others to Brunfwick. The lofs of the Americans 
fet off with their prifoners, was inconfiderable in 
general Mercer rendered 


7 he 
an d vlac ed 


no thes 


‘I renton, 
who immediate! 
} aint of numbers ; 


woportant. 
di 


The Britith army that had abandoned Trenton, for the fafety 


t Brunfwick eighteen miles diftant, marched 
rived late in the evening; and from 


. ' , 
but the tall of 


of their magazines 
g 
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hy he ide 1 ttempts to move, for near. five months. 
The trumphant Americans retired to Morriftow no. General 
Wathincton divided his army into fmall part , fo as to be able to 


ee 


re-u ite them on.a tew hours warning, a th reby covered th, 


u 


ountry, and re-poficted himfelr of all the important places. 

The campaign ot 1776 di not end till it had been protracted 
into the firft month of the year 1777, the Britith had counted on 
he complete and {pecdy reduction of theu late col a but they 

ind the work more difficult of executian than they fuppofed. 

hey wholly failed in their defigns on the Southern States. In 


inthe preceding year they had loft— 


Pe) 





rOCOwes 


drove the Americans out their borders, ind pees their 


fleet on the Lakes, but they failed in making theix intended im. 

pi off mon ti ec north welt rn tronuer o! the Si ites. W hile their 

naimy wus { ucc fi: ful i in the if rfe YS, party ; undertook an eye 
, i 


at 


n againit Rhode-Ifland. The Ames be Ans abandonedthe ifland, 


id the. Enolith took poffeilion of it; but the acquifition was of 


ttle fe Vice, perhaps was of detriment. Fort 


' 


r. } 
mice Ylars leyera! 


thoufaad men ftationed thereon for tts tecurity, were lot to every 


ths fal 4 


. a4 =): 
tive co operation with the Va TCes i Nie Heid. and the pof. - 


feffion of it fecured no equivalent advantages The ritith fuecee- 


s 


e 


’ . i . WY... » og ' > ‘ . . 

a d agamlkt the cily Or iNCwelOlsn aD iit Ly acent Co intry, but 
- os es spe in? \’ r {- ad — “. 2 
when they purfuc { tnerr viciOTies INLO INCW JClCy, and tubdivided 


their army, the recoiling Aavricans foon recorcred the greateft 
= * ‘ } | | 

part of whatthey had lou. 

‘ > . . 

The war, on the part of the Americans, was but barely begun. 
Hitherto they had engaged with temporary forces for a redref§ of 
rievances, but towards the clofe of this year they made arrange- 
; « nemeenenainn aaa -ontend with Great Britai 

ents for raiii ga permanent army to contend With Great Dritain 

‘ . ree - ) , 1 . 
tne Country. l’o have thus far flood their 


cw levies Was a Niaticr Of gre it inip ortetice 
, 


to them delay was victory, and not to be conaucred was 


to conquer. 
a 
The third Camp 


THREE months which followed the aStions af Trenton and 
Princeton, pafied away without any important military enterprile 
on either fide. It was matter of aftonifhment, that the Britis 

(.ffered the dangerous interval between the difbanding of one ar 


ny and the railing of another, to pals awev without arr mopting 
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fomething of confequence againft the remaining fhadow. of an ar. 


< 


med force. 

Hitherto there had been a deficiency of arms and amunition, as 
well as of men ; but at the beginning of this campaign a veffel of 
24 guns aitived from France at Pertfmouth in New-Hamphhire, 
with upwards of t1,000 fland of arms, and 1000 barrels of pow- 
der. ‘Ten thousand fiand ‘of arms arrived about the fame time in 
another part of the United States. 

Before the Britifh army took the field, two enterprizes for the 
deitruction of American ttores were undertaken. Col. Bird lan- 
ded with about 50° men at Peck’s- Kill, March 22, fifty miles from 
New-York. The few Americans who were flationed as a guard 
at this place on the approach of the Britifh, fired the principal 
fiore houfes, and retired. The lofs of the provifiors was confide- 
rable. On the 26th of April, major gen. Tryon, with a detach. 
ment’ of 2000 men, embarked at New-York, and _ pafhing 
throngh the Sound, landed between Fairfield and Norwalk. 
] hey advanced through the country without interruption, and ar- 
rived in about twenty hours at Danbury. The few Americans who 
were in the town withdrew from it, and the Britifh burnt and de- 
ftroyed 18 houks, 500 barrels of pork and beef, 800 barrels of 
flour, 2000 buihels of prain, 1700 tents, &c. In returning from 
this expedition, however, the Britith were greatly harraffed by 


the Americans under generals Arnold, Woofter, and Sullivan; 
but they made good their retreat, with the lofs of 170 killed and 


the American fide, the lofs was likewife confide- 


a 
3 

‘ 
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. 
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rable; general Woolter was killed and Arnold in the moit emin- 
C 


yon after the Americans deftroyed the enemies 


r 
¢ 
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r 


gg Harbour, on Long-Ifland, and made prifoners of 
who detended the place. 

A . . + - 

As the feafon advanced the Amer.can army in New-Jerfey was 


einforced by the fucceflive arrival of recruits ; but neverthelefs at 


the opening of the campaign, it amounted only to 7,272 men. 
Towards the latter end of May, general Wathington, quitted 
his winter encampment at Morriftown, and took a {trong pofition 
at Middlebrook. General Howe endeavoured to provoke him to 
an engagement and Jeft no manceuvre untried that could induce 
him to quit his pofition, but without fuccefs. General Wafhing. 
ton knew the full value of his fituation, and was well apprifed that 
it was not the intereft of his country to commit its fortune toa 
fingle action. General Howe, thought it to be too hazardous to 


attempt pafling the Delaware, while the country was in arms, and 
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themain American army i in his rear; he therefore pafled over to Sta- 


ten Ifland, refolving ¥ to profecute the objeéis of the campaign by-an- 


other route, 

About this time, the Americans found means to make amends 
for the c capture > of gencr il Lee, ! by t that of gene ral P refcot, who was 
feized in his quarters with his aid de camp, in much the fame man- 
ner as general Lee had been. This was very mortifying to the 
L 


ral himfelf, as he had not long before fet a price upon gene- 


’ 
I 


| Arnold, by offering a fum ef money to any one that appre- 


hended him, which the lew o afwered by fetting a lower price 


upon general Prefcot. 

The defigns of general Howe were involved in great obfcurity. 
Though the feafon for military operations was advanced as far as 
the month of July, yet his real object could not be pepertained. 
General Wafhington received intelligence, that Burgoyne was co- 
ming in great force towards New-York from Coane which favo- 
red the idea that a junction of the two royal armies, near Albany 
was intended. General Wahhington therefore detached a brigade 
to re-inforce the northern divifion of his army. Some movements 
were likewife made towards Peek’s Kill, and on the other fide 
owards Trenton, while the main army was encamped near the 
Clove, in readinefs to march either north or fouth, as the move- 
ments of general Howe might require. Att length tlie main body 
f the Britifh army, confifting of 36 battalions with a regiment of 
ght horfe, and a body of loyalifts, raifed at New-York, anda 


in the whole to about 16,000 mea, 


} 
powerful artillery, amounting 
denarted from Sandy. Hook. After a week’s failing they arrived 
t the mouth of the Delaware; but, for reafons that do not ob- 
vioufly occur, gereral Howe gave up the idea of approaching 
hiladelphia by «icending the Delaware, and refolved on a circui- 
rous route by the way of the Cheafapeak. 
_ The navigation from the Delaware to the 
e beft part of the month of Auguit. At 
bay and lande , at Turkey Point: intelligenc 
sreached the American army, and difpelled 
rt ‘tainty in which general Howe’s movements had be 
d. The American troops were put in moti o meet the 
iharmy. The real effective force of tie fermer did not exc 
3000 men. They were A poor fiear Newpo xt. The pe vel arn 
advanced till they were within two miles of the Afmerican 
General W Aeaine' si en chanced his pofition, ang ¢ val yal 
high ground near Chad’s Ford, on the Brandy« ine ag 
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with an intention of difputing the paflage. It was the wifh, but 
by no means the intereft of the Americans to try their ftrength by 
an cngagment. The opinion of the inhabitants however, impofed 
2 {pecies of neceffity on the American general to keep his army in 
front of the encmy, and to rifk an action for the fecurity of Phi- 
ladelphia. This took placg the 11th of September at Chad’s 
Ford, on the Brandywine, a {mall {tream which empties itfelf into 
Chriftmas Créck, near its conflax with the river Delaware. 

The Britiff army advanced at day break, in two colums 5, com- 
manded by general Knyphaufen, and lord Cornwallis. The firlt 
took the direct road to Chad’s Ford and made a fhew of paffing it in 
front of the main body of the Americans; at the fame time the other 
column moved up on the weit fide of the Brandywine to its fork, 
and croffed both its branches about two o’clock in the afternoon; 
and then marched down on the eaft fide t:creof, with a view of 


ry . v 
turning the right wing of their adverfaries. This they effected, 


and compelled them to retreat with great lofs. . General Knyp- 
haufen amufed the Americans with the appearance of crofling the 
ford, but did‘ not attempt it, until lord Cornwallis having , crofled 
above, and moved down on the oppolite fide, had commenced 
his attack. Koyphaufen then croffed the ford, and attacked the 
troops pofted for its defence. Thefe, after a fevere conflict, were 
compelled to give way. The retreat of the Americans foon be- 
came general, and was continued to Chefter, under cover of gen- 
eral Weeden’s brigade, which came off in good order. General 
Wafhington was by a {mall circumflance, prevented from execu- 
ting a bold defign ; to effect which, his troops were a€tually in 
motion. ‘l'his was to have crofled the Brandywine, and attacked 
Knyphaufen, while generals Sullivan and Stisling thould keep 
Earl Cornwallis in check. In the moft critical moment general 
Wafhington received intelligence which he was obliged to credit, 


thatthe column of lord Cornwallis had been only making a feint, 
and was returning to join Knyphaufen. This prevented the exe- 
cution of a plan, which, if carried into effect, would probably 
have given a different turn to the events of the day. ‘The killed 
and wounded of the Britith army were Goo ; the lofs of the Am- 





ene 2 — 


ericans was abore 10c0. Inthe lift of their wounded, were two 
of their general ofiicers, the marquis de la Fayette, and general 
Woodford ; the former was a Fiench nobleman, who, animated 
with the love of liberty, had left his native country, and offered 


his fe ivi iee to congreifs, 
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The bulk of the Britith army being left in German-Town, 
general Howe with a fall part, made his entry into Philadelphia. 
Congrefs, which after a hort refidence at Baltimore had retur- 
ned to Philadelphia, were obliged a fecond time to confult their 
fafery by flight, ‘They retired to York-ToWn. 

The firft care of the Britith general wasto cut off, by means of 
itrong batteries, the communication between the upper and Jower 
parts of the river. The American frigate Delaware, of 32 guns, 

feconded by fome fmaller veffels, commented aheavy canoonade 
upon the batteries, but upon the falling of the tide the ran aground, 
and was then foon compelied to furrender, and the other Amer 
can weffels retired. ‘The dext undertaking of the Britith comman- 
der was to open a Communication by fea. A vatt number of batteries 
and forts had been erected, and machines formed like chewanx de 
jrise, funk in the river to prevent its navigation. As the fleet 
was fent ronpd to the mouth of the river in order to co-operate 
with the army, this work, after furmount!ng great difficulties, was 

t laft accomplithed. 

General Wafhington having been reinforced by 2,500 men 
from Peek’s-Kill and Virginia; and having been informed that 
general Howe had detached a confiderable part of his force for 
reducing the forts on the Delaware, conceived the defign of at- 
tacking the Britith poft at Germantown. It was refolved that the 

ttack fhould be fudden and vigorous. On the 4th of O ober, 

Americans began their attack about fun-rife, on the goth re- 
iment, and a battalfon of light infantry, which were pofled on the 
Chefnat Hill road, three quarters of a mile advance. Thefe two 
corps were obliged to retreat ; but the morning being extremely 
foggy, it concealed the true fituation of the parties, and made fo 
much caution neceflary as to give the Britith time to recover from 


effets of their firlt furprize. From thefe caufes the -early 
promifing appearances on the part of the affailants were f{peedily 
verled, the Americans were forced to leave the field, and all 
efforts to rally them were ineffectual. ‘The lofs of the Britith ar. 
, dead, wounded and prifoncrs, was about soo. Among their 
flain were brigadier general Agnew, and lieutenant col. Bird. 


The lofs of the Americans,in< ‘luding 409 prifoners was about rooo. 
Among their flain were general Nath and his aid de-eamp, Major 
Witherfpoon. 
Soon after this ation the Britith left’German-Towa, a: 
here ftill remained two {trong forts on the Delaware to bz reduced, 
Aa 
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they turned their principal attention towatds them. Thefe were 
Mud-Ifland and Red-Bank. The various obftructions which the 
Americans had thrown in the way, rendered it neceflary to bring’ 
up the Argufta, a thip of the line, and the Merlin frigate, to the 
attack of Mud-Ifland; but, during the action, both the Augufta 
and Merlin took fre and were burnt to afhes. At laft the Britih 
general found means to convey a number of cannon, and to ere 
batteries within a gunfhot of the fort by land, and bringing up 
three fhips of the line. The garrifon, after making a vigorous de- 
fence, from the latter end of September to the ath of November, 
perceiving that preparations were making for a general affault aban. 
doned the place in the nights Three days after Mud-Ifland was 
evacuated, the garrifon was alf withdrawn from Red- Bank, on the 
approach of lord Cornwallis wheat the head of alarge force prepared 
to affault it. Some ofthe Ametican gullies and armed veffels ef- 
caped by keeping clofe in with the Jerfey thore, to places of fecur. 
ity above Philadelphia,’ but 17 of them were abandoned by their 
crews and fired. 

Thus the campaign of 1777, in the middle ftates, concluded, 
upon the whole, fucceliively on the part of the Britifh. In the 
North, however, matters wore a different afpe&. 

(To be continued. ) 
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REMARKS ON THE ANCIENT AND MODZRN METHOD OF 
FORTIFYING. ' 
From the “ Fortirication Paxrrennicvraira” of tle Plargnis de 
Montalembert. 


[WiTH A PLATE. | 


In evcry period of the world it has been the praciice of ali ma. 
tions to contrive fuitable means for defending themfeves againit the 
tyranny of power. But it feems that men have greater abilities 
for deftroying than for preferving; as no fufficient means have 
been hitherto found out, whereby we might confine in proper 
jimits the {pirit of conqueft which animates the ambiious primecs, 
of the earth, whofe exiftence is too often a misfortune to mankind. 

By well erected forts we might probably belt attain this objec 
and impede the progrefs of an enemy; but in the prefent day they 
are a weak obftacle, and feem to exill onlyto heighten the 


? . f° “ my » hase | a a eee eo 
enemy's trinm} If the tfine of a battle has been onc2 fortunate 
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they turned their principal attention towards them. Thefe were 
Mud-Ifland and Red-Bank. The various obftructions whieh the 
Americans had thrown in the way, rendered it neceflary to bring 
up the Augufta, a thip of the line, and the Merlin frigate, to the 
attack of Mud-Ifland; but, during the action, both the Augufta 
and Merlin took fire and were burnt to afhes. At laft the Britih 
general fouad means toconvey a number of cannon, and to ere@ 
batttries within a gunfhot of the. fort by land, and bringing up 
three flips of the line. The garrifon, after making a vigorous de. 
fence, from the latter end of September to the 4th of November, 
perceiving that preparations were making for a general aflault aban, 
doned the place in the might. Three days after Mud-Ifland was 
evacuated, the garrifon was alfo withdrawn from Red- Bank, on the 
approach of lord Cornwallis whoat the head of alarge force prepared 
to afiault it. Some ofthe American gallies and armed veflelsef- 
caped by keeping clofe in with the Jerfey thore, to places of fecur- 
ity above Philadelphia, but 17 of them were abandoned by their 
crews and firéd. 

Thus the campaign of 1777, in the middle ftates, concluded, 
upon the whole, fucceflively on the part of the Britith. In the 
North, however, matters wore a different afpect. 


(To be continued. ) 
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REMARKS ON THE ANCIENT AND MODERN METHOD OF 
FORTIFYING. 

From the * Forcirication Parranvicuraiza™ of the Barguisd 
Moztalembert. 


[wiTH A PLATE. } 


In every period of the world it has been the practice of all mi. 
tions to contrive fuitable means for defending themfeves again the 
tyranay of power, But it feems that men have greater abilities 
for deftroying than for. preferving; as no fufficient means have 
beem bitherto found out, whereby we might confine in proper 
jimits the f{pirit of congueft which animates the ambitious princes, 
of the earth, whofe exiftence is too often a misfortune to mankind. 

By well ere@ed forts we might probably beft attain this objet! 
and impede the progrefs of an enemy; but in the prefent day they 
are a weak obftacie, and feem to exift only to heighten the 
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for tle one or the other pasty; the conqueror purfues his advan- 
swith avidity, and ftrong towns furrounded with walls and 
Ja tclics, leave to him hardly fo much time as he wants, to doubt of 
fubmifion. ‘They cannot fend deputies foon enough to folicit 
xe fawour of their new mafter. Towns with bulwarks and half- 
» befides all other outworks, hardly wait till the Saps of the 
iegetrs have reached the Giaseis, and their batteries are eseéted 
apon the Crete of it,to open their gatesto the conqueror. A fege 
of two or three weeks isia out day a very, longand obftinate one- 
y capital forts, which are furrouaded by a double and triple line 
works, the fortifying and keeping of which have coft enor- 
us fums, and to the garrifoning of which a {mall army is 
ifite—fuch forts only may hold outa regular fiege: and, if 
-are well defended; the fiege lafts about fix weeks or two 
oths after the openiag of the trenches. * But this is all that we 
a expe& ofthem. Neverthelefs it is certain that they jay great 
icles in the encmy’s way. Ifthey were better fortified; they 
' be capable of interrupting the conquefts of the moit formi- 
le and powerful enemy. Men of experience know how 
the trouble, and, how enormous are tha expences re- 
to get to the places, all the utenfils belonging to a fiege, wv 
t is af importance. Perhaps we have attained the higheit 
perfection, and of forte in the attack of forts. Ih 
| preater number of arms and a {till longer time, are necel- 
which an enemy might at laft find humfelf compellec 
the moft part « f his arms behind, when an advanced fec- 
not permit him-to continue the fiege. 
uilt om teue principles, would shereiore prote® whole 
caiaft devaitations, which are but too often the confe- 
« war. A ftate, whole frontiers are fecured by forts, 
ing of which would caufe great difficulties to an.enemy, 
vat feldom drawn into a war; for it frequeatly happen 
acility of the conqueft firit prompts the ambitious acigh. 
bear to become acconqueror. But no art deferves our attcnt! ion 
move, than that oa the perfection of which depend the quietnefs, 
ind the domeftic felicity of the nation of which we are members 
As the annals of all centuries teach us, that force can only be re- 
fitted by force, that a greater power only 1s able to put limits to the 
iftice of men; let us fearch after means of defence whic 


’ 


compe! the rapacious neighbour to be at | ait equitable 
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"Fhofe. reafons have difpofed me to make fome examinations'oh 
the means of making the defence of our forts perfec. The it 
portance of the object alone can outbalance the difagreeabléneft 
which is conneRed with confiderations of that kind. - What I 
learned in my youth of the fortifying of towns accorditg to the 
ptinciples of the moi renowned engineers, had given mea fincete 
averhidt againft that fcience. The knowledge which we ‘gaia 
thereon difaovers to us the principal faults of all the methods of 
fertifying, withoutpointing out a remedy tous. “The more we 
get acquainted with the univerfally-adopted theory of fortthcathem, 
the more we fee the impoflibilty, of meliorating the fortifyiny*6f 
our towns, -if’ we adhere to that theory and to the fate prejuditaes 
which it produces. If we confider the finall diffrence ‘whieh 
enifts between the (fo named) different manners of ‘fortrfying-we 
Should think that the inventors of thefe fyitems have but giveri-dif- 
ferent names to 6ne and the fame method. Hence’ it’ follows: that 
the impefhbility lies within the narrow circle in which they have 
fo lene time acted, and im the thing icfelf; as fo many greatianen 
have in vain made eflays in that branch. “All the methods of 
fortifying’confift of Faces (a), Flanks (4), and Curtains (e), 
which conne& the flanks; Some have given the commanded angle 
(f5) fangle fangué,) a greater or fmaller number of degrees; aecér. 
diog as they have adopted the perpendicle (4) fmatler or greater, 
Others have combined the length of faces, flanks, and curtains ‘in 
ail manneps pofhile, lengthened fome of th fe lines, and fhortened 
ethers... Particularly the flanks were the object of the molt am. 
ple enquiries, and the caufe of the molt violent and the bittereft 
hrerary difputes, Onc of the firft fyltem-forgers, Errard, put his 
flank perpendicular om the face (as ge), that the flank mighit be 
denied to the fire of the befiegers, without confidering, that, if 
it is not feen by the enemy, it cannot er the enemy neither, and 
That confequently the flank, mult become 
by this quite afeleis, In order to men that fault, chevalierde 
Ptile put histlank (gi) perpendicular onthe curtains,and therebpame- 

count de Pocan rightly difeowered 

sat chevaker de Ville had not done cnowgh ; and that the flank 
on the lengthened Face, the Fotle of which it is to detead, mutt 
be perpendicular. ‘This difpofed him to draw this flank (gbjJon 
lity his was the belt 
perpendicular 

The outworks 
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ticeu yale of we 





hire at it very little. 
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horated its pulinen, Hower recount ae 


che fineof detence (fh) perpendicular. in 
whioh he could give to the flank, 
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when they defend themfelves perpendicular : and we have hitherto 
been contentedwith an oblique detence for that reafon only'as wedid ng, 
know any means to give to the faid works 2 perpendicular defence. 
The fituation of the flank propofed by count de Pagan thouhd 
therefore have ended the conteft ; but they afferted, that, as he 
wanted to approach the appointed aim too near; he had ftept 
over it; that the wdole flank at the lengthesed face of the oppo- - 
fite bulwark dhould not be perpendicular ; that this could be faid 
of the point(#) of the flank ; and that all the other peiats of the 
flank, had-tewards the face an imward bended fituation,. Fi- 
aally they made againit the pofition of the flank, propofed by Pa- 
gan, the following fingular objection: As the commanded angle 
éf) isthe moft important point, which is te be taken into “confi- 
fideration ; fo the flank mult be drawn fo, that it can belt defend 
this point ; juft as if the foffe (/m,) “here the enemy undertakes 
the pafling over,did not deferve a far greater attention! Therefore 
marfhal Vauban drew his flank (gu) fo, that it made a pointed 
angle with the defence line. However this angle is not more 
pointed than theangle, which the flank (g?) of chevalier de Ville 
azakes with the defence line, 

It is not a little aftonifhing that fo great 2 man 2s Vauban, has 
occupied himfelf with fo trifling a thing, as the differenec.of the 
pofition of his flank with that propofed. by Pagan. - In-order to 
defend the commanded angle {tilt more, he made his flanke( py) 
concave, by which likewife the defign was attained that it’could 
lefs be hurt by ricochets. At laft he adopted the Orillon (r), 
what was.known before him, and facrificed the third part’ of his 
flank that beth the other parts of it might be better fecured againit 
the batteries of the befiegers, and that be might have a place for 
2 cannon, which from the fide of the field could not be feen, as 
the cannon itfelf only fees the face of the oppofite bulwark.* ‘The 
concave flanks provided with Orillions were therefore apphed. at 
feyeral places and approved of by many of the newer engineers. 
However here likewife they have made fome alterations, in the 
length and iaclination of the flank towards the curtain. For in 
order to have a pretenfion to the honour of being the inventors ot 
a new fyltem, it was at leaft neceffary to fhorten or lengthen the 


faces, flanks and curtains of' fome toifes. 


. ry yy ) ,_» , 7 
* This a: cvell as cll other cannod which fland along she fant, 
may be ¢ macht (their cchecl-ecork by the <ncry’s Riec 
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But ifthe diferent:fituation of the flanks have for a long time 
divided the opinions of the moft able engineers; they have had 
no lefsviolent difputes on the ~advantages and ‘difadvantages of the 
{econd ‘flanks. Second fiank is called that part of the curtain 
which can defend the face of the oppofite bulwark, if the defence 
line reaches to one point of the curtain, but not to the end of it, 
If therefore the defence line (ft cuts off the part of (nc) of the 
curtain; fo this pare’ of the curtain is called the fecond flank, as, 
though in 2 very oblique’ direction, it commands the face (a) of 
the oppofite baflion.  Againft fecond flanks they have made the 
following two objetions. Firft, they fay, they command the 
face, (a) only in # very oblique dire€tion ; and the true greatnefs, 
of thefecondflank cannotbe jndced of by the greatnefs of tae line (nc) 
but, on the contrary by the greztnefs of the line (no.) But even 
from thatit is clear that this is no well founded objedtion againft 
the fecond flank ; for the face (a) can indifputably be better, de. 
fended by the flank /go),than by the flank (gn) as'the firft is lon- 
ger than the fécond. ‘Ihe fecond objection is’: In order to get. 
fecoad flanks we fhould adopt the commanded angle (f), harper 
poimted. But as all the authors on the fubject, have agreed that 
this angle’may be augmented from 60 to 1.0 or 120 degrees, without 
caufing the leait difadvantage ; and as we can have fecond flanks 
in all polygons, the pentagon excepted, without being obliged taa, 
dopt the commanded angle lefs than of 60 degrees ; fo it follows 
from hence, that this fecond objection againi{t the fecond dank, is.as 
little founded as the firft; and that there is no ground, why this 
method, like the ence adopted fyitem, has not been followed more 
generally. 

This is a fhort account of the mott inaportant difputes on thofe 


matters. It would be renewing them, were we to fay more on 


the fubjeét; and it may fuffice to have briefly fignified their nul- 
1 


ur 
balye 


I truft it will not be concluded from hence, that I do not do 
inftice to the talents of thofe who have written on thefe matters. 
Some authors have done all that could ever have been done by the 
once adopted fyftem; and have given, in divers works, particular 
proofs of Genius. But as they contented the mfelves with only, 
mending the very faulty methods of their predeceflors, the end of 
‘heir endeavours was only, that their methods were lefs defective. 
Had Cohorn never feen the works of count de Pagan, he would 


oe. ie 


not have adepted his fyftem, and would not have confined shia- 
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{-lf merely improving thatfyftem.* He would,and we could, have 
expected as much of fo great a man as Cohorn,have invented fome- 
thing eminently good, if Vauban had not been fo much prepoffefed 
in favour OF the art of fortifying with bulwarks, he would net 
have contented himfelf to invent only the (fo named) Tours baf- 
‘iona_es, and contre gardes with flanks, of. which: the» latter 
are nothing byt feparated . bulwarks.. Thofe counter’ gardes 
vere made with a defign to have a fecond Jine- of - works, 
»y which the fort would be enclofed., But it does not feem thar 
his ingeation was crowned with fuceefs,. People, who tinderftamé 
t. have obferved, that the bulwasks-are not fufficignily -feoured by 
the contre gardes, and that the enemy may build batteri¢s.on the 
crete (fummit or top) of the glacis, with which he may lay breach- 
es into the chief wall. If therefgre.a breach can-be made into 
the chief wall at the fame time that it can be done into the contre 
gardes, it is pot oecefiary to raife new batteries and to fire.abreath 
into the contre gardes. Then we have nothing to'de ‘but to ex- 
toad the Jodgement to the right aid the left as. far as the flanks, 
aad to undertake from therice the ftorm on. the chief aon 
id this, the fo ndmed Tours baftions es, are. as we eafily fee, nox 
ble to prevents, Many able authors have thewn the faults of that 
be m; among others, the Chevalier de St. Julien,,ia his military 
itecture. 
“Marfhal de Vauban, who pofiefied fo much fall in the atragh 
f trong places, has therefore not thrown 4 great-light on the er 
of detending forts. Perhaps he would have beca more:fuccefstu! 
iad he ventured to go out of the common road. A!l thefe who 
fet out from the fame principles, mult necefiarily come to the fame 
refults. Therefore, though much pains were taken.to perfe® th 
t of fartifying cities, yet it is certain, that it remained far beneath 
> degree of perfection on which it was before. the invention of 
gunpowder. With the opiaions that reign at prefent, this affer- 
tion will excite furprife ; but, I hope, the following wilk evince 


that it is well founded; and if the effays I have made, to open 


new road, may produce fome advantageous alterations, the defig: 


ae 
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of this work’ would be, in fome meafure, alreedy 
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GF THE STRONG PLACES, AND THEIR DEFENCE BEFORE THE 
INVENTION OF GUNPOWDER. 


Ir fociety owes its origin to @ defire of promoting the general 
intereft ; fo the defire of elf prefervation, has given rife to the art 
of fortifying our abodes, and of fecuring ourfelves againft any 
fudden attack. Att firft this art was very fimple indeed: all for. 
tifications confifted, perhaps of a ditch, provided with pallifadoes. 
But as foon as the habitations of men became more conGderable 
they were obliged to have recourfe to invention for fomething le 
vulnerable. ‘The care fo natural to every one, for the prefer 
tion of wives, children and property, muft foon lead to the 
means, how this great aim might beft be attained. They therefore 
ereéted high walls, to the foot of which they gave a fide defence by 
towers, which were ereéted from diitance to diftance ; and before 
thofe wall they made a large deep ditch. Though thismanner of 
fortifying was fimple yet it did not merit contempt; if we confid 
er the times in which they were ufed, and the attacks then in vk 
which they were torefilt. At that time they had dothing to few 
for the foot of the wall, as long as the ditch was not filled» 
In comparing this manner of fortifying with the modern one, we 
mutt particularly take this circumftance into confideration. “The 
great height of the walls and towers was therefore advantageos 
to the befieped. ‘The towers, particularly the round ones, whic 
were flrongly built,foreed the befiegers to attach themfelves to tha 
part of the wall which in courfe of time received the name of th 
curtain. But from this caufe it was that the battering rams were 
the front as well as at the flanks expofed to the atrows of the be 
fieged. It therefore often happened that thofe enormous m- 
chines were ruined by the befieged, before they coukd effed: 
breach 

This forced the befiegers to erect new machines,and their built: 
ing was connected with fo much lofs of time, and with $0 «many 
difficulties, that many places had to be thankful to thofe weede 
sowers for not having been ruined. Not to reckon the difficult 
to which the building of thofe machines were fubjeéted, it required 
infinite ebour and pains to get them at the foot of the wall. 

Ancient hiltory has handed down to us many examples of town 
which have withltood the moft impetuous attacks, and the greatel 
perfevcrance to fubdue them. That renowned Carthagenean, th 
brave Hymiltean, who detended Lilibaea with fo much valouranl 
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art, and converted all the befieging machines of the Romans into 
1 heap of cinders, forced them at laft to taife the fiege, and to 
blockade the town merely. The fieges of Jerefalem, of Tyrus, 
Carthage.: Numantia, Rhodus, aad Marfeilles will remain for ever 
aibindtable inthe annals of the hilt ory of war on account of the ob- 
finacy with which they were defended. Not to mention the heges 
of Troy, that of Veya deferves our whole atteStion, which town 
was riot conquered till affer a fiege of ten years: and had not Ca- 
millis conéei wed the lucky thought of niaking ¥ a fubtervaneous paf- 
figé frdin thé Roman ca mp into the town as far as under the 
Tempte of Juno, th e Romans WOL ld net have made them Ives 
ma fei s of the plate. Whe n the Roman Conful faw at the fie 
of Ambracia that ‘he could effet nothing with a vilble force; he 
took to the like fcheme of a fubterrancous paflige. But as the 
Befieged guefled what was going foward; they madea large foffee 
behind the wall oppofite the place where the befiegers were at 
work; and made from that ditch a gallery directly towards the 
gillery of the beGiegers. Here one of the blodicft combats en- 
ed ; at laft the Romans were forced to retire, as the befieged had 
{ fire to the wood of which the Romans mine was compofed. 

If therefore we. read the hiftory of that era with attention, we 
fail be perfeSly convinced of the goodoels of vine ancient manner 
0 ornarngs for a thing’is good or bad ! fo far as it promotes more 
or lefs the defign which we feek to attain; and if thofe methods of 

ing often enabled the ed to delude every sodesnaa 
(though the latter may have been far fuperior in 
jumber to the former) we mult do them juilice, and give them 
Our, entire approbation. 
We can on the contrary by no means oppofe, that the forts 
‘the ancients had held out fo long ficzges on account of the ig- 
grance of the beficgers, and that they corduéted their attacks 
without ¢oprage. We have had in our times no fieyes, where under 
he walls of the forts had happened more lively and more repeated 
mbats, than at the fieges which the ancients undertook; 
ies we can by no means compare the labours of the fieges « 
ancients with the works which our trenches and batteries re- 


Thafe works are ful ject to a few rules only which can be 
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aderflood by. every one ; where, on the contrary, t 


thofe machives,.and every thing requifite to put them in motion 
prefuppofed great knowledge in him who ordered the work and 
great. abilities! in the workmen. The grand effect of the Bullifts 
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and Catapultae muft alfo be merely attributed to the manner of mak. 
ing them, as we have not been able to give that power (elafticity) 
to thofe machines, which in our davs have been made as an imi- 
tation of the Ballifts and Catapultae. We therefore muft al- 
low that the ancients have carried on their ficges with as much 
art and fcience, as courage and refolution, and as they fhowed 
great perfeverance in their undertakings, it evinces, that walls, 
which could refift all thofe powerful means, were a manner of for- 
tifying which did not leave much to be withed for. How well 
would it be if we could fay the farne of our modern art! but it is 
too true, that it has loft that afcendency over the art of attack. 
Before the invention of gun powder, there was a fort of equil- 
bre between the attack and defence of forts; and we may even 
affert that the defence often had an afeendency over the attack, if 
we take into confideration the want of victuals, which often forced 
the forts to furrender. But fince this epoch, or rather fince the 
time of Marfhal de Vauban, the attack has gained fuch an afcenden- 
cy and the defence is fo much negleéted, that forts, can no more be 
confidered as forts ;* for the longeft fieges, which happened fince 
the before mentioned epoch, did not laft longer than 40, 50, or 
6o days, after the opening of the trenches. Ryfiel one of the beff 
forts in France, was defended in the year 1708 by a numerous 
garrifon which performed prodigies of valour, yet this place, ofter 
a fiege of two months, was obliged to open its gates fo the con 
querors. At four places there were breaches in the chief rampart; 
and how many places are there which have held out a much 
fhorter time? th is one of thofe forts which Marthall de Vauban 
fas fortifyed with the greateft attention. The engineer, who 
has kept a journal of that fiege affures us, that Vauban had tak- 
en the greatelt care to give every line its moft advantageous length: 
From the plan, we have of that fort, we fee, that according to the 
{yftem he had laid down, he could do nothing better. In fpite 
of all that, the fort held out but :3 days, when Vauban himfelf 
befieged it in the year 1667. Itis true that this general made 
at this fiege the firlt ufe of his newly invented ricochet-batteries, 
and that, by this means, he fired at all the faces and flanks of the 
attacked polygon in the length, by which the garrifon was forced 
to quit the walls, and could therefore not fufficiently oppofe the 


* The war burns more fiercely than ever; and they write me fror 
Flanders, © that the towns fall like tiles in a form.” 
Vol. I. of XI lettre of Pope Clements, XIV. ( Ganganelli. ) 
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vapid advancing of the works of the befiegers. Dut it is true, that 
the great effect of thefe ricochet-batteries fhows the weaknefs of 
that manner of fortification. 

At this fiege the epocha happened, where the art to attack 
forts attained the higheft degree of perfection. As at this fiege, 
he place for the battertes of the befiegers was appointed on the 
lengthening of the faces and flanks of the works ; fo the befieged, 
could no more fecure their heavy arms againit the enemy’s fire. 
But ifthe guns of a befieged place are gnce filenced, the molt va- 
iant garrifon can defer a eapitulation but a few days. 

Tbis we have feen in the war in Flanders ia the year 1741» 
where the ftrongeft places held out but 15 to 20 days, after the 
opening of the trenches. ‘The fiege of Namur lafted 7, and the 
fiege of the caftles round it 6 days. Only the city of Bergen-op- 
Zoom held out a fiege of 62 day. But he who knows the fitua- 
tion of that place, muft naturally be aftoniffied that it could b 

iered. If we examine clofely the plans of the attack on 

pesseveiiiiaiel which were publicly known afterwards, we do 

not find two batteries which were made according to Vauban’s 

The fire of the fort could therefore not be filenced. 

it happen then that the garrifon who was fupported by a 

whole army, to which victuals could be carried by land and by 

vater, fuffered itfelf to be conquered ? This is one of thofe ex- 

raondiary occurrences, which we mutt not take as a pattern in 

like enterprizes ; particularly if we fhould operate with the fame 
degree of art and precaution as were exercifed:at this fiege. 

The defence of Landau conducted by M. de Melac in the year 
702, is one of the fineft we can alledge. It deferves the 
greateft praife,as this valiant commander held out in that fmail place 
a fiege of 82 days from the opening of the trenches. Within the 
compafs of a hundred years, this was the longett fiege. The de- 
ence of Garve in the year 1689, which did fo much honour to 

> marquis of Ufelles, lafted 40 days; the defence 8 Duai by 
M. « i? Albergoti, as well as the defence of Aire by M. de Go- 

briant im the year 1710,only s2days. It won ald be ufelefs to enter 
into a more ample narration of fimilar examples.* It iswell known 


that we dare not expecta longer refiftance of the be(t forts; and 


thall by no means be aitonilhed, if we confider the g reat advan- 


tages which the modern methods of fortifying afford to the befie- 
gers, whereas, on the contrary they leave but few means to the 
hefiesed. But bse amnor h has r been looked up in 
sheged. ,Ut aS this important truth Has never been iooked Uy oni 


anexact point of view,and as even thofe who endeavoured to improve 
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military artichitecture fell into the fame errorsas their predeceffors,fo it 
is neceflary to place the advantages of thofe methodsof fortifying 
which were made ufe of direly after the invention of gunpowder, 
tn a clear light; that we may convince ourfelves that we have not 
improved it, and that we cannot come to a bewer manner of fer- 


tifying’ if in future we do not proceed on othe: principle $. 
-_ i 


REMARK OF THE EDI° 


‘ ’ la ec , ° 
Ir we, among other gallant defences, confider the fiege of 


Colberg in the year 1761, where that brave Prufhan commander, 
Hayden, with a fmall garrifon, refitted a numerous Rufhan army 
by land, anda Ruflian and Swedith fleet of feven and twenty 
fhips of the line, with a proportioned number of {mailer 

fea, and deluded yy his activity and 

the enemy, till aftcr four months he was 


furrender; 1 likewife take the gallant d 


July 1779 to Te tember 17¢ 2 in confiderati n, W hal] hind, that 
the affertions of Montalembert, of Virgin, and of others who pre- 
tend that the art of defence did not keep equal pace with the art of 


attack, will fuffer fome refutation. How many {trong places would 


ac 


never have been taken, if the commander had either pofleffed fufh- 
cient fkill and activity, to delude the enemy’s endeavours, or faith. 
fulnefs enough not to lilten to fecret propofals? 

If we allow even that few forts can at prefent refift the art of a 


regular fiece, th 


€ query Ww il be, whether the art of att k | is gain- 
+ 

i » os : 

ed particular afcepdancy over that icnce; for in ancient times, 


| ¥ L 
of attack 


when hardly any firong } 
was behind that of defence; ; it is the: infpicuous, that 
ooth thete art ume th I ‘ ale, as foon as the at- 
ken. Should 
° , 
enituae as to 
| hen the latter 1s again be- 
hind the former; fo that tr wil - remain indifputable, that 
with every inventien it n the {kil tivity and faith- 
Inefs of the « ander with fuccefs thofe advas- 
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4 Plan to inftru® as well the officer of horfe, as the private, in the 


feld-fervice, aud to give him, in time of peace, diflin€ notians 


every thing neceffary to be known in time of war; by a difli 


officer in the Pr uffian fervice. 
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IT is neceffary, and ind 
time of peace to in{truct the t 
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thing belonging to their duty i 
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that the cavalry has been ei 


ftructed ; after I have arranged and opened my ideas 


ject, I will proceed to yive fuch inftructions, particul 
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man to the officer, that they may 


have occafion to know, in every thing neceflary for them in the 


field, point out to them the < 
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how to make the beft ufe of it, 


enemy, either in the day or night 


Y 


Patience is the princij il anc 


one, whofe duty it is to inftruct his fubordinates. 


of young men become timid by 


mit faults they lofe the 


ment, work as machines; not it 


“al fufhicie } 


{, they have not 


ly, or proud commar 
ity to fay more here 
what 


men are in{truéted in { 


, 


+ 


with fhewin; 


i 
AA 


‘ , 


wi 


+ toes Pay AP ' onare 
t mitructions rti Driv 


fi j 


1ccona 


sv 


ry 

a he 
the third for the offi 
as 2 foldier ; 


make 


ga SF 
Ji | 


cer 


burt 


my wol 


) myfelf 


with anly ¢ 
wih OMly ‘ 


Fiast Parr.—/, 


Every building mutt have 
know his utenfils before ! 


ry 
A 


in the bufinefs o 
. ro : 
iecge of his arms, and how to 


t 
hal 


t! n 


he fhould know how to u 


or we can expect | 


n to 


it Zz il in the 


- é - 5 | 
fhall contain in 


> beg’ns to work 


a foldier, that he fhouk 


a 


h them 
¥ 


tt 


udvantages of ground, tea 
ind enable them to ac aeainft their 
o° ia ee ee at 
ht, as well offenfive as defenfive. 


1 


1 firft thing I recommend to every 

The generalit 
he generaity 

> harfh tre 


» fervic 


’ 


tment; when they com- 
, and, to avoid punifh- 
1 c he 


eir own of nd 1 > . 
: £ C 


potent 
atient 


ldrefs their In} 
I thall h 


fake) 
| refent I will 
4, 


Maik 


hal 


> 
al 


a troop or {qua n, before 


this fhall be, indepen 
firft p re tc 


rt O 


{! 


ny plar ° 


Y 


yaltern ¢ 


1} 
il 


itary men, 


I a idref ° 


a 


its foundation ; each labourer muft 
more neceflary it is 
fir ft acg ire 


. . —«&. 1 .f 
ufe them 1n lus own dele 


. 
, 
! 
‘ 


1 
a KDOW- 


n 


ce 3; «pa 


or 
© 


" 
ind apply them to his ¢ - 
’ ° ' » ' 
roperly in the field. 
s « 


7 
4 








| 
f 
: 
! 
: 
‘ 
; 
5 


198 MILITARY REPOSITORY. 


=. = 





The private mufl, confequently, if he would be of fervice in 
time of war, be drilled and gradually inftru@ed. To this purpole, 
as I have already obferved, he fhould be well acquainted with his 
arms, and know how to make ufe of them. He thould firft learn 
to ride well, to manage his horfe, and ufe his fword and piftol 
with effeé&. ‘The light-hdrfe-man, particularly, where opportunity 
offers, fhould practife fwimming. He fhould next know perfectly 
the evolutions, and manceuvres in the exercife of the fquadron. 
This is to be learned by the officer, as well as the private, for un. 
lefs they know this, and its ufe perfe@tly, they never can be very 
ferviceable in the ficld. We mult not therefore fpend years mere. 
ly in inftructing them to make a good attack, and in forming the 
{quadron well, teaching them merely to wheel and to break. We 
muft give the men notions of real fervice in the field. This de- 
pends much on the management of the time, and in the manner of 
excrcifing. 

The greateft objection againlt frequent exercife of the cavalry 
is the neceflity of {paring their horfes. But it is the objection of 
thofe only who attend too much to trifles, talk much, but who 
know not how to make the beft ufe of time or ground, and who ng. 
ver exercife with the neceflary {triétnefs and accuracy. I have feen 
them travel fait for fome miles to the place of exercife, and back 
again in the fame manner, without any attention either to time or 
ground ; then pity their horfes, and fay, tbey have been exercifed 
three hours! But how? Has not time been wafted? Can we not 
in the march of twoa breail at leaft, take care that the men ride 


in order, and clofe, and that they do not avoid every puddle: 
1 - > s-¢ 45 thea _! ~ > 

that they do not at one tim ot, at another “alk; but continge 

them to a — colnmn march? Can we 


net, where ground permit, march with a large front, form {quad- 


one pace, in order to ufe 


rons, trot anc 1 break all togetnc! icc’ rding to circumf{tances? 


§ 
By this mode we th u'ld not b liged to ftay fo long upon the 


place of exercife, and fhould return an hour fooner to quarters, 


and the horfes would be in the ftable. But if this is not done on 


the place of exercife, it is confidered as nq exercife at all. Be. 
' 


fides, we do not accuftom the men fufficiently to have their eyes 
and ears on their commander; but merely preach to them, tel] 


have to do, as they exercife one day 


by rotine, as children are taucht the alpha 
DY une, aS Cnuldren are taug nt the alpha 
his that makes the men not attentive to their employ; 


ire a thorough knowledge of their duty, but aé 


eo ! a cla ockoan ‘wound up, eher 
; JL a here | Viki i : 
















































ifed 
Rot 
ride 
dies 
Inge 


a we 





MILITARY REPOSITORY. 199 





exercife being always the fame, and ever explained to them be- 
fore; whereas they fhould be taught to act according to the expe- 
diency of time and place. 

The recruit fhould certainly firft be initructed in the manual ex- 
ercife, and pruperly difciplined, but, this done, fuch inftruCtions 
fhould ceafe as foon as he is ranged in the fquadron. And though 
fome repetitions are neceflary to thofe who in the {pring join their 
regiments after fome time of abfence, yet it is likewife neceflary, 
that he who is not attentive fhould feel it, and when the men are 
once ufed to this way of inftruction, there will be fewer to punith, 

Why do we not on the march alfo, and from the place of ex- 
ercife, wherever ground permits march with van and rear-guard, 
and with fide-patrols? Why do we not fearch the villages, hedges, 
&e. which lie in the way? Should a time be fixed for being with 
the {quadron on the place, this may be done on returning. In one 
word, we may do a great deal without fatiguing men or horfes un- 
neceflurily, if we know only how to make the beft ufe of the 
time. 

In order to have, at every exercife the field fervice in vie, to 


he Prufhan’s call appel, to ufe 


give the men more adroitnefs, what t 
them to quick motions, and a prompt execution of their com- 
mands; I think it fhould be done as follows : 

Se. 1. Exercife fhould never be performed after one and the 
fame way, whereby we only lofe time and fatigue the horfes; the 
fquadron fhould receive initru€tion only in tat point where it is 
mott deficient. If they know not how to make a proper attack, 
‘e fhould begin by this: why fhould they firit pafs by in lines, 
form and break? If they cannot quickly dé, 
lines, which I fhould principally attend to, we may commence 


ployer, OF extend their 


with that, even if nothing elfe fhould that day be done on the 
place. In this manner we fhould have fufficient time, and the 
horfes fufficient {trength to inftru€t the officers, as well as privates» 
in other things belonging to the field-fervicc. 

To make the officer, as well as the private, attentive, and to 
fe them to every quick and unforefeen motion ; the commander 
fhould fometimes, whilit the fquadron is making a commanded 
mouon, ride to another platoon, and direct another motion. Fot 
nftance, if he has given the words of command, Form the /quadron» 

lat all are in motion, he may ride to the firft platoon, give the 
word of command, the firft platoon with four to the right ; go on, 
rot with them to the right, command, J/ait front; and give the 
ficer, who leads the troop, orders what further he is todo. The 


! 
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other three platoons teke no notiee Of this, but form the fquadron, 
and wait for further orders. Or, during the attack, the comman- 
der may order one platoon to halt, or to tura out of thedine. In 
this manner, the fquadrop, attentive aad ready, willbe more expert, 
and will, in occurrences before the enemy, know how to dire@ 
themfelves.. Befides, in fuch. motions, the commander fhould al- 
ways ride neat ue platoon, and command diftinly ; the officer 
who leads the platoon, fhould take the command from him, and 
go on repeating ite On the contrary, if the words of command 
are given.for the whole fquadron, no one fhould, but the comman- 
der, opemhis mouth. .. If the fquadron is once ufed to this, it will 
become eafy, and be of great ufe in realadiion. All motions mutt 
be done backwards and forwards, that is, if the fquadron, with four 
is wheeled to the right, they mutt be able to wheel as well in pla- 
toons, to. form and break, and do every thing that is defired of 
them: with one word, the firftline, whether in front or in-rear, 
fhould know readily how to exccute every thing. 

Seés 11. To make every thing to the men as eafy as poffible, 
they thould not be harrafled with many divifions. The fimple 
peafant has fo little thought and judgment, that it is difficult to 
make him underftand the moft neceflary things; yet he fhall have 
fometimes four or five different divifions to keep in his heady: and 
makeufe of it at 4 proper time, without confideration, direély 
after the word of command. Tor example, 1ft. He is in the 
fourth platoon. 2d. By extending, he is No. 4. 3d. In out 
flanking before the attack, when they are to trot to the point 
vee, he is No. 5. 4th. In difmounting, he is the fecond man, 
sth. If they are to whecl with four to the right, he i: perhaps the 
firit, or otherwife. Now I afk, is this poor man not to be pitied, 
and does he deferve to be puegifhed when he fails? It is to be con- 
fidered, whether the following two divifions are not fufficient for 


til the abovementioned motions ; that isto fay, when the fquadros 


is divided into two, viz. in half, and into quarter platoons ? 


ple: Firft, if they are to make or extend a fimall 

er to pafs a redoubt, a bridge, or other obftacle, I file 

wo. (N. B. as ufual out of each line) confequently 

four men in front, not being able to get with a larger fron, 
’ paflage. If there is no obftacle, I file off always 

quarter platoons. 5 econdly, if we have to trot to the 

1, in order to oat-flank: “hy cannot that be done with 

eet platoons, as well as with a fifth or a third? If the 


done with half platoons. Here 
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then ve wheel always with half platoons, fo that the fecond line 
is continually behind the firft ; but not fo, if done as in the fecond 
deploiement, where, with four to the right, the four men of the 
fecond rank come always to the right of thofe of the firft line, 
confequently, they are eight in front. Thirdly, for difmounting 
I want no other divifion than by two; becazfe | can fay to the 
men, which will anfwer the purpofe: in difmounting one eduence 
and two retreet, initead of faying advance the frit and third, and 
retreat the fecand aad fourth. Fourthly, if we are ro wheel by 
four to the right, it can always be done by holf and quarter pla- 
toons. (N. B. If the platoon is lefs than twelve files, we wheel 
to the right by half platoons: in cafe it is above twelve, by quarter 
platoons, becaufe three men wheel as well, and indeed quicker 
than four.) If ever I would allow another divifion in the {Gua- 
dron, it would be that of wheeling by three; that, in cafe a part 
of the fquadron is to difmount, to cover the paffage of a defile or a 
bridge, the ficit and third men difmount, and give their horfes to 
the fecond; and in this the men mutt be inftrué&ted. The fubal- 
tern of the wing of the platoon remains, if poflible, on his 
horfe, and he who clofes the piatoon difineunts. 

Sc. III. In garrifon the men mult be exercifed in faddling 
and marching out, and muft learn to make ali kinds of forage- 
bundles. To this end we may order the men fometimes to prepare 
their faddles, and all belonging to them at a fixed hour, as it is 
done in camps. The officers then go into their flables, and 
command the men to faddle their horfes in their prefence as quick 
13 pofible. No one fhould put on his faddle, tll the officer 
is prefent, at which time, the whole {table faddles together, 
In order to make the men more attentive tothe flignals, 2 general 
order fhould be given and never varied. 1f the alarm is given, by 
trumpet and beat of dram, the fquadron marches out with bag 


r 

se 
‘ 
rs 


ind baggage, and each brings his comrade’s horfe, if his com- 


rade is abfent, to the place of alarm: but in cafe the found of 


alarm is given only for exercife, the fquadron armed and faddled, 
with their arms quit the ftable, but leave their comiade’s horfes 
behind. I make this diftinction, that the men may know direcily, 
whether there is an alarm in reality, or whether it be merely for 
exercife. 

Of great utility it would be, if we could ufe the men more to 
fignals, that they may know from the found of the trumpe-, 
whether they are to advance, retreat, or draw to the right or 
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so” paces of him, he fhould fire, that his troop may put itflf in 
4 « * 


. ‘~ in 


| r po ofition. 
Phe fide patrols fhould learn properiy to fearch mountains 


hedges, plains, villages, and give information of every thing they 
difcovers but there is a difference to be made between feeking the 
enemy to attack, or wifhing to get flyly by; confequently’ they 
fhould be inftruéted in both. 

If we feek the enemy in order to 2¢ offenfively, the flankers 
ould ride guietly up 2 hill, and look round on all fides. If we 
at on the defenfive only, they fhould afcend the hill flowly and 
flyly, and move flow when upon it, that from a diftance, they 

may not eafilybe diftovered. The fide-patrols alfo, thould never 
fray fo as to be cut off from their {quadron; for inftance, if a 
river, ditch, redoubt, or morafs is before them, they fhould never 
go round it, fo as that fuch river, &c. fhould at any time be be. 
tween them and their fquadron, becaufe this river, &c. would co- 
ver their fguadron from any unexpected attack, they fhould at 
fuch a paflage dgaw towards their fquadron and pafs the place with 
it. Ihave, to my great mortification, feen a number of fubal- 
terns and officers of higher rank thoughilefsly following one ano- 
leaving morafles, great dite hes, and fuch like places, 

them and their column—and why? becaufe they were 

ucted in thefe matters ; fo have I feen a quantity 

fired away, during the exercife of a regiment, to 


fe, owing to the ignorance of the officers. 
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lf any thing unexpectedly occ: 
to inform the {quadron as quick k as 

I ofible, of the prefence of the enemy. One principle thing is 
men to be always on the look out after their ra trvd 
nd direct themfclves according to its march; for it is impofkble 
athe commander, (particularly in war) fhould be able to call 
men, and that if he finds it neceflary to alter his 
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march, they fh ing it, know how to a&. = Jn their ma- 
they hould be accn‘tomed to this. In night-marches 
fr 


returvies 
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ly, here they are not to go fo far from their 
is out of fight, they may be within hearing; 


irool 


ia fhort the ear fhould in this cafe fupply the ufe of the eye. T hey 
uld ride cautioufly, often ftop and liften, whether they hear 
‘fe either of men or horfes ; 1f they do, endeavour to draw 

noife as filent 2s pofhble, examine it nearly, and give in- 


» tothe 
Nigence of the fame; fhould any thing 2pproach them before the 


they fhould inftant!y ure and call out 


tellipence be given, 
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They fhould early be taught together, in fuch cafes, to retreat 
to their fquadron, or dire their courfe another way, in order te 
miflead the enemy. 

lf they are firlt difcovered by the enemy, it is their bufinefs not to 
retreat, but ride off another Way, firing frequently, fo aS to draw 
the enemy after them; and thus vive their {gu dro an opportunity 
to take its own meafures, and cither fal! on the flank or rear of 

» enemy. | 

They fhould be infructed in certain fignals that fhauld 2 
them in the dark, fuch as for example their leader’s. whiltiing, 
friking againft a tree, either of which may be heard at 
diftance, and which, by previous explanation, may dir. 
how to aét. 

The men, in time of peace, fhouid be well inftru&ed, or in war 


we never fhall have a good fide-patrol, and fhal] unneceffurily luf 
many aman. If it is not requifite to inftruct the men in night- 
manceuvres, in the dark ; we, at lea(t, fhould do it in the day, and 
explain to them every thing dittinctly. ‘They thould learn to pa- 
trol the villages, both in day and night, be taught how to feparate 
themfelves among villages, hedges, and holiow ways, &c. and 
how to aflilt each other, fo that no place remains unfearched. 
Se#. VI. Should a troop be detached, in order to reconnoitre, 
the mages and mp ! fhould know how artfully to examine 
paflengers and country people they meet. and -gain from them 
i the . uae they can without difcovering their defign, and 
if they find it neceffary, to take them befére the commanding of 
ficer ; how to feize an inhabitant, and frighten him out of infor- 
how they are to aflilt each other in making difcoveric 
fhould give his horfe to another to hold, whilft he climb 
1 tree, a precipice, or hill, or whillt he goes to the top of a houl. 
or iteeple, ia order to make a good !ook out ; ho to creep up to 
the fire of an enemy at night, or get near a houfe where any o 
che party are, to obferve what fort of troops they are. If this is 
not practifed in time of peace, fo as to give the mena thorough 
notion of it, and convince them that they are peat cable things ; 
it will be impofhble, in time of war, to get itdone. When ad- 
vancing tothe enemy, the obftacles the men at fuch a time will 
naturally anticipate, will prevent its being effe 
thefe things are prattifed in time of peace, and a "ae ll rewar 
to fuch as are more expert. then others, they will take a ple ff 
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of the corps I belonged to, which had taken another route; on 
account of the enemy’s approach ; I drew up to one of our forts, 
in order to procure intelligence of the enemy’s pofition and ours, 
and, at the fame time, to get money, and provifions; but the 
commanding officer refufed both, and would fcarce allow me te 
take quarters in a village under his cannons, and could give me 
no further intelligence, than that he fuppofed Lieutenant Gene. 
sal- » was with bis corps about four miles off. 1 wrote there- 
for to this general, fent a ferjeant, with two well mounted men, 
whom | direéted vhich way to take, and inftructed him in the 
manncr in which he might get through to the place I fent him. 
He fucceeded, and the general, who, indeed, was no friend to the 
-avalry was attonifhed at it. He defired the ferjeant to point out 
o him on the map, the way he had taken, and how he had 
‘rept by unnoticed. The ferjeant having given fuch an accounts 
!fuch a defcription of the environs, as highly pleafed him, he 
nade him a prefent, and gave him inftructions “hich way to re- 
rn. I received a fuitable anfwer, and every thing I wanted; 
rtered in the fuburbs of the fort, and joined our corps fix 


: proof that a clever ferjeant or corporal with four of 
y make his way every where; whilit an officer, with 

horfes, perhaps dare not venture. 
heer would be very badly off. who with a troop of 30 or 
is appouited to a command, and in which he has {ome- 
+o rifk, and in cafe of neceffity, mult add force to craft, 
pad not at Jealt one non-commilhoned officer with him, oa 
whom he could rely, and to whom ina cafe of urgency he could 
tell his fecret, and who might fhare with him in the danger. 
How frequently does it occur, that on fuch expeditions, we are 
obliged to open our way back with fword in hand. Should the 
officer be killed or taken prifoner, whois to make the report 
to the general? Or fuppofe I was gone with a party to the reat 
f the enemy, and had detached feveral troops commanded by 
ferjeants and officers, of higher rank, further into the country; 
with orders to thew themfelves every where, to deceive and alarm 
he people. in order to make them believe that we were as flrong 
gain as we were; that they might carry fuch a falfe report to 
their army, and thus difquiet them, and make them take another 


nofition; or perhaps induce them to detach a force ten times 
‘tronger than mine again{t me, from which our army might draw 


lvantages: if this was to hippen, and I had only fuch noo 


ood ac 
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cpmmifhoned officers under me as knew nothing of the fervice, 


and were not able to make a report, how could I rely 


on them, 
and how could they give me a proper account of what they did, 
or of what they knew of the enemy? I know no greater misfor- 
tune can befal an officer on acommund, than that of havi ng none 


st qftier> mart as fubalternas with hims It is. a Frinci pal thing 


ten in the cavalry, that AOn- -commilioned officers fhould | 


in- 
truSed in time of peace, fo as to acquire knowledge oo con- 
fideration. 


Sed. , I. Hoew to in Rru& on-com mnt fig ned OF. ers ina Can aig 


Tt wilh. feiiom eccus,that apon-cammiffioned officer will be lef 


to place his field: puard according to his own plan; for fuch field- 


guards are commonly detached trom a larger body, or are at lealt 
placed by an officer of higher rank; ip which cafe they receive 
their orders, and their pofls are fixed; yet there is {till a good 
deal left to their own confideration.. A non-commithoned officer. 
therefore, fhould know how to infpect his videttes properly, that 


they may give him good intelligence of all they hear and fee, 
He fhould be able to tell them how they are to detain every one 
5 comes towards them; how they are at night alternately to 

e backwards and forwards for fome hundred pices, and liiten 
whadial they hear a noife or any thing approaching them 
they are to call to the patrol, and how difpatch them. 


end he muft give them the patrol or watch-word ditt 


how 


. 
> 


' 
rely 


as that they fhall underftand it; and to make them ready at this, 
he fhould himfelf ride forwards fo as to be {poke to, and that the 
watch-word may be demanded of hun. 
' : P satu: I . ¢ nearly beinc killed 
In the campaign of 1761/5 &, was very pearly being kiuied 
one of my own men: the noa-commifloned . officer 


} . 
OV 
Ing given 


him a wrong watch-word. As the circumitance applies fo clofely 


hay 
aaa 


to this fabject, I will relate it. 
The regiment was potted in three villages, it was not halt com- 
pletey havingonly feven non-commillioned officers fit for fi _ 
who were chiefly on command and patrols; of courfe thefe 
had the field-guards, and as I was in the village near the field-g oll 
[had the charge of vifiting them, and initruiag and difpatching 
the pratrols.. Having once reached the videtie of a corporal, 
and let him purpofely call out twice, he demanded the watch- 
word ; and on my giving it.in his opinion wrong, he advanced and 
fred. I then called to him, and, be knowing me by my voice, 


Dd 
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up to me. I examined him and took him with me to the 


Troop. He had recived the watch-word in writing, and fhewed 
me the paper, but the misfortune was, he could not read ; and 


had given out the word Cafimir as the watch-word, inflead of 


he necethty of ferjeants and 


Girrizini. 1 give this as a proof of t 
g ] 


6° 


orals being better informed. 


GERMANY. 


r % 
—_ . , P a 
j HE immediate refule of that lofs was the raifing of the flere 
o : 5* 


of Olmutz. This was executed by field marthal Keith with the 
utmo(t prudence and precaution, fy that he brow ht away unmoleft 
ed all the ammunition, all the wagrons with 
the fick, only 90 of the weakeft were left 
enemy. 

revealed his fatal fituaticn is generals ; 

ob 

> declared great confidence in the bravery of his 
troops, hoping they would conquer the enemy, thouph they fhould 
be potted on the higheit mountams or buried within batteries. 
Daun wanted to block up the king’s retreat into S 


& 


all the pafles that led thither from Moravia, thinkin 

have taken the king prifoner. But Frederic turned fuddenly, 
taking his march not to Silefia but to Bohemia, dividing his army 
into { pal 

the greatelt difficulties, in thofe pathlefs mountains and at laft in 
by tl 


T . 
Sulefia ‘ 


e way of Glatz, after many hot fkirmifhes. Keith 
ree ae re A pcr 
f the frege, and about 400¢ waggons. This 
fied fately the high mountains and a chai of 
hough the cnemy puriued them: The offentive war 
. 4 ° - a 
again{t the Auitrians was for the prefent at an end. for the Ruf. 
“ ~ 7 pr ty re } *_ , . | > 
hans having penetrated to the center of his dominions, called 
for the moit tpeedy meafures to repel th 
A 4 
Lhey had already at the beginning ot the vear returned to Pru- 
fia under the command of general Fermor, and finding the king” 
ee we 
lieihon of it without a fhot. 
Fermor mede a triumphal entry into Konigfburg, trumpets and 


dom void or troops they took po 


Kettle-diums were heard all d 'y long from off the church iteeples 
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The 
uc 


foemed 
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members of all the roval coleges were obliged 


! 


~ 


( 


The inhabitants, bearing in mind the former crueltics of the R 

fans, fupplicated the protection of the emprefs. The general’s anf 
; - ods 

(wer is remarkable. He faid: ** [t ts fortunate for you, centicmen, 


hat my moft gr: cious monarch 


.? 
ou Wii be 
port in the 

ad, and 


ng the remainder of the war. 


nd , , S| | , 
siiemsance 10 the church, to de nothing contrary to t! 
empreis Of Auda, either puolhc or private. tt} 


took their oaths at their dwelimg-houfes The confiftor 


rT cof 
guered than Prugia, and never barbarous feldiers conducted 
4 ives with more mocncration. ] he court of Vi nna, to reward 
. “Ant {| } et r + ] iE , 
whS unconteited conguert, Creatcu erimor acount of t? > 
. R m Gidea 5 , — H po. } . 
Aulban monarca conut ned an Mis Trepulatioc:. 
. Lines: al Si 7 at 
inhabitants of Pruflia, by this une cpected moderation, 
to forget their King, and fubmitted quietly to the yoke o! 


his enemies. At Konigfberg, efpecially, more was di ' 


of the crown) they illuminated the city, difplayed 
» > _— a a , ). : > 

e univerfity alked leave to read a public oration on that « 
sh illuminations, at the expenc: of the people of K f 


ther nomsare fhe. rere 7 »¢ . . Pa: 9 
1 0 h A pease a“ fue WSs were ufaal alt th< Rufh aceom rt-feafts ; 
: id thou 


| oS cee f at: Gitte Dine aap. tm eh of 

th policy had a greater fhare than chotce in thofe doings, 

ae. Tay ere , Ph. 2 ; 
s - - . . we u 5 afew ® ah ‘> hists ear i; ~* 


arrels of powder. Never was a kinodom 
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f, 
ww ln Sates . 
has taken poflefhon of this kinedom, 


—- e mild {eens > — —_ 
appv una r] t 1d 1 -ptre ana ] Wil take Care to lun. 
i 

c c. ot PS = 
yOormer ¢ att recul ti o Wi i] I hna periecty 
‘ om oo T . , , - 
aanutiing of no amendment. rie immediately dv 


. ' 
> city, anG gaye 


f to {wear 


intereft of 
7 


’ ] 
iCK Members 


ontiltory received 


Ot to pray inthe churches for tae cmprets, ana a form of pray- 
. . | 
4 | 1} — se . ' ' 
was add d. Ayt talt nOoOMUY aS Weil aS the ¢ ;s C 
a : - — a oF 
forced to fwear allegiance in the churches appointed for that 2 
r. - nd ' ‘ he ! P ; 
} Rufian OMIccrTs CONGUcK ] the nm thither, and pre: ] d 
the ceremony. lhe Ruffian court fealt-days were puoi! ed to 
1 D enstal webiete amd: aodiiie oll t : 
be Celeor4rs i with cevotion an@ cenation of | Our, nd every 
en to prelerve, uminterrupted, the comine . the 
} » and other regulations OF puoiic utility 
ihe Ru ns obtained at Konig be rand Fillau 88 iron « non, 
, F = ca . 5 — , — . 
ya coniiderable « ity of balls and bombs, likey feveral 


On the 2rit of February (the birth-day of the prince 
C. ’ 
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wards fet his foot in his kingdom of Prufha. Every thing went 
on quietly. ‘The adminiitration of all the branches of govern- 


ment was continue 4 without alteration. The revenues fell to the 


74 q e den 1ente ein Saw 
conquerors. However, the chiefs of the d partments, as iM Oax- 


ony, found means to give to their monarch effectual proofs of 


their loyalty and zeal. This remained a fecret to the Ruffians, 
Fermor at laft quitted Profha with his army, which was fupplied 
with provifion on 20.000 fledces, taking his march towards Pome. 
rinia and the Mark. Butthe reg este were not, asin Pruf- 
fia, retirained by fuperior orders, and therefore purfued their laft 


facil. 


year’s practice, by marking their footiteps in thefe unfortunate 


i 
prow inces with fire and blood. 

The army of Dohna before the arrival of the Rufhians had dri- 
ven the Swedes into a nazrow compafs, and kept even Stralfund 
blockaded. Bur thefe advantages were foon fruftrated at the ap- 
proach of this enemy. The operations of that army were mach 
retarded by the tranfports of provifion and the eftablifhing of ma- 

It was not fafficient for the Ruffians to be sealhel of the 
Weichf 1; they afpired to be mafers of the Warthe alfo. ‘They 
took poffefion of Pofen, the capital of Great Peland, of Elbing, 
and Thorn. Even Danzig they wanted to occupy and to eftablith 
pin the magazines, but. they failed. The inhabitants of that 
lace, being then very ven concerned for Prufka, declared them- 
reain{t this defign, to deliver up their outworks ta 


-F 


torn ft 
-AVeD SU, |b 


p! 
4 
‘ 
+ 


ran VR ofiane- nel th 
ee . tbe , bite ed 


Cafe of necefity.’ However, it did not cometo that. The Ruf, 


ey made preparations to repel them by force ia 


fians had notime to lofe. Their view was direfed to the interic, 
part of the Prufhan ftates, whither Fermor direéted his march. 
Hie entered Pomerania and the New Mark with 80,000 men, and 
befieged Cultrin, which Dohna could not prevent with his {mall 
army. The fyltem of thefe troops was fire and dellruction, after 
manner of barbarous hords. The unfortumate town was the 
frit day reduced to a ] cap of afhes, and 1 large meazine 
troyed. The inh ibitants, bereft of every thing, had fcarcely 
time to fave their miferable lives. ‘They fled acrofs the Oder, and 
beheld with prief the {moke afecnding to the clouds from the fire 
which confumed their all. Many inhabitants of the adjacet 
country, and fome from a greater diftance, had brought their molt 
y of 
the Cofacks; fo that an aftonifhing quantity, of great value, was 


valuable efe&s into that fort, to fave them from the rapacit 


confumed + the flames. ‘The enemy’s defign was that the inha- 





Doh 
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bitants fhould preferve nothing ; for they continued throwing red 
hot grenades, when the fre had alre ady raged in every corner of 
the place. Tow irds evening they ceafed the fruitlefs bombardinent. 
Fermor himfelf gave orders to throw the remainder of the grenades 
‘nto the city, faying, > they would not be wanted anv more this 


.! ” 


campaign, but the camnon bails fhould be referved for the battle. 
After five days the commandant was, for the firft time, fummoued 
o furrender, becaufe it now and then came into the head of the 
Ruflian general to act in the ftile of civilized nations: and even 
chat fummons denotes the favage. He threatened with a ftorm, and 
y put the whole garrifon to the fword, if the fort was not imme- 
tely furrendered. ‘The commandant anfwered, “the city, it is 


*y 


1, 1s NO more than a “a of ftones; the magazines are burn- 
ha 


ed; but the fort is {til in the beft flate, and the garrifon 

ered nothing: I fhall therefore defend myfelf to the laft 1 
efended himfelf upoa the heap of rubbith, but without hice 
nuch fkill. The king, to whom he afterwards made an excufe, 
anfwered: ** Itis my fault; why did [ make you a commander? ! 
The threatened ftorm of Cultrin, “however, did not take place 
for the approach of the king engaged all the attention of the Ruf- 
fans. Dohna came to the afh 
fortification before the king’s sche and opened thereby a coni- 


ar 
¢ 
{tance of this narrowly enclofed 


munication, fo that the garrifon could coaituntiy be relieved. 


The king had left the gene part of his army in Silefia: he 


> @ . 
took but 14,000 men, and began with them a very forced march. 


This fmalJ army burned with a defire to be revenged of an enc- 
my whom they had never feen; but whofe cruelties and devatta- 
tions, well known by report, = for ftreams of blood. ‘Their 
courage increafed when they fet foot on provinces where they faw 


thing bet ruins and afhes flill f{moking. So great was the devaf- 


1g br l g 
tation, that they could hardly diltinguifh their native country. 
All fatigues were defpifed. ‘They drank, in this fultry time af 
he year, the water out of ftanding pools. In twenty f 
Frederic ended a march of 60 German miles (300 Eng 

rived the 21ft of Auguft near Cuftrin, and joined hee rmy 


y ’ 

Dobna. He pafied the Oder at a place where it was not ¢ -xpected. 
Fermor’s defigns were now totally fruftrated. The fiege of Cuf- 
trin was raifed. Both armies approached each other, aad prepa- 


ed for battle. Perhaj ps there never was an army that wifhed 
more for a battle than did th: it of the Prufhans thistime. ‘J he 


‘ 


= - : , ‘ 
dzmon of war feemed to have in ifpired them. Frederic himfelt, 


moved to compaffion by the numberlcf heaps of 1 ins, andthe 
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wan lering about d prive 1 of every thing, forget every 





but that of revenge. He gave orders that no quarter 

ould be given tothe Rufhans. Every preparation was made to 

cut of the retreat of the enemy, and to drive them into the mo. 

safsalong the Oder. Even the bridges, which might have favour. 

edtheir flight, were burnt dowa. This the Rufhans learned jug 

“The Pruffians give po quarters.” 
echo of the Ruffians. 


r . m n lalworate ' > se ehin da 
j rec ric & fit iatio Vas av A crat¢ , and evcry iniog aepen. 


as the battle comn 


‘es Neither will we, 


4 
ged onthe event of a battle. The enemy were on the point to 


unite and to cut him off from the Elbe and the Oder. The 
French and the troops of the empire were on their march to Sax. 
ONV, whither Daun had likewi ; marche d with the main army of 


the Aultrians. The Swedes, having now no eremy before them, 

«proceeded tow. rds Berlin. which is not fortitied ; and, above all, 
she Rufhans, who had “ DESTRUCTION”? for their motto, 
were in the heart of his fates. 


‘ } finnfies sta 


i ‘ F » > } 
he WCH-MeCGi6aeeG GupOutis i eacric § army was not Onir 


ml 


5 


directed to a victory. | the total annihilation of the encmy: 
army : referving to sit elf, | W rT 1 retreat towards Cultra 
in cafe of a misfortune his battle was fought the 25th of 
Auguilt, near Zorndorf, ‘he vere 50,000 and the 
Pruffians 30,c00 ftrong; the latter began the attack with a livel; 
acannon fire. Th | fitior f the Rufians was a bulky {quare, 
ufed in the wars again(t the Turks, in the midi whereof was ther 
cavalry = the if DAggage, at ithe re ferve corps. i he cannon-balis 
bad a terrible efeS& onthe Ruthan mafs of men fo badly polted. 
By one cannon-ball ren of 2 grenadicr regiment were throva 


alown ; they created befides 2 horrid confulion amone the bagezre 


"DS 


the horfes ran away with their waggons, asd broke through the 


ranks fo that they were obliced to clear the iquaré from that in- 
cumorance Me nwhile the Pr ufhan left wing advan ed fo flerce- 
ly that they expoied a tiank. This circumftance the Ruffian 


‘ y made we of to penetrate into the Pruffian infantry, and t 
' 


‘ y I } ae 
veut feveral battalions out of the feld. Fermor who thoucht a 


A] 


ready the victory was fure, ordered the iq wre to be opened on all 
fides, in order to purfue the enemy. ‘This h tippened with loud 


' ‘ ’ . - 
fhouts of victory, but the Ruilians were not advanced far, when 
+}, , . a } f . . 

hey became involved in great confufien. General Seidlitz at that 


me me word with «che DP... ! , " hs 
ie came foware with the Prufian cavalry and overturned that 
tT» 


nchi OaCaK ON thew Own infantry. An . 
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‘er body of Pruffianshorfe attacked the Ruffian infantry 


4 4. ’ - 
4. OFGS COU d reacn.* 


» cut down witheut mercy whatever their 
me regiments of. Pruffian dragoons, not reftrained by the firet 
t raged im thewillage of Zeshdorf, rode throuch the mid# of 


james tov ards the Rufhans; and Scidlitz, who by that time had 
te done with the enemy’s cavalry, followed this new road tp 


ry, The Rufhan infantry was now attacked on all fides? ta 


Vy 
flank in the front and rear, and dreadful wae "the carnage 
warriors prefented to the Prufhians fcenes of battle 
r faw before. After having fpent all their thot, ti 
eir ranks like ftatwes. However here it was not va! 
of dmiration, arifing trom ambition or partniotiim to 1 aintain 
ir polt to the Jat moment ; for they did not defend them 
It was a kind of ftubborm infenfibility to fuffer the: 
be killed where they ftood. If whole lines were 
1¢ ground, néw ones appeared, feemingly withing to | 
a the fame manner. It w s eafier to kiil them than 
fli Even a fhot threvgh the body was not 
them to the ground. ‘The Pruthans had theref 
flaughter all that would mot give way. The whole right 
of the Rufhans was partly cut to pieces, partly d 


t the baggage ; 


liven into the 


A number of the fugitives came amonat 
e waggons of the futlers were plundered, and the brandy fwal- 
lowed with brutality. In vain did the Ruéhan officers break the 
the foldiers threw themfelves in full lenoth on the 

heir favourite liqaor out of the duit. Many v 


is, Oluers Niailacreed their Own O.MCers, Waole ¢ 


without any attention to the Cail 


s the ftate of things oa the right wing 


1G : ! a" 
On the left wing litle was done hitherto ; but new 
, 


ked it likewile: however, the that 


j 


eS eee ey oo at 
e2aay gained vik did not 


‘tual valour hey torcot the tame of the Prufhan 
they lolt their {treneth im the molt decif:ve moment: and 


j 
nCBCU aD i 


K, in the prefence of their king, bete 
tly halt-beaten enemy. ihe 


se ‘ 
actions of the Pi 


ne flying with his cavaliy from the victorious wing, 


nced into the opeaing that was made by the retreat 
> held out a very heavy mufket and grape-fhot fire; 


> y° ’ 


' , ‘ ! . } ' 
© in, not oniv upon Rulan’ cavairy, but allo 
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part of the infantry which had kept ground, aad drove the advas. 
ced enemy, who had already gained fome batteries, into the mo. 
rafs. This grand mancuvre of the cavalry was excellently fup- 
ported by the flower of the Pruffian infantry, confilting of the 
regiments, Prince of Prufha, Forcado, Kalkftein, A ffeburg, 
and feveral grenadier. battalfions, all troops which the king had 
brought with him. Thofe veterans had, without regard to the bat. 
tallions that were retreating near them, conftantly been advancing, 
and with the cavalry fell om the Ruflan infantry with fixed bayo. 
nets. ‘I he firing ceafed every where; ammunition began to fail; 
bud-ends of guns, bayonets, and fwords, were now the weapons 
wherewith they were beating and pufhing about each other. 
‘The animofity was on both fides beyond exprefhon. ‘The Prof. 
fians, grievoufly wounded, forgot their own prefervation, and 
were thinking only gn the murder of their enemies. The Ruf 
fians did the fame. One was found mortally wounded lying upon 
a dying Prufhan, gnawing him with his teeth: The Prufhas, 
fruggling with death, and unable to move, was forced to fuffer 


that gnawing, till one of his comrades came and perforated the 
cannibal. 
The regiments of Forcade and Prince of Pruffia fell upon the 


Ruflian baggage and the military chefts, of which they took tle 
ereateft part. ‘The total weaknefs of both parties, and night break- 
ing in, put at laft an end,to the flaughter : only the Coffacks were 
fwarming about the field of battle, killing the defencelefs wounded. 
ined during the night under arms The Rul 
fians were in the moft dreadful confufion; all their troops wer 
hk onfufe 4 - os. They would have willingly yielded to the 
Pri Mans the fexepery of the victory, had not their retreat bee 


blocked up, the bridges over the rivers having all been deitroyed. 


Both armies remai 


In this difo: mes eeneral Fermor demanded, on the very evening 
of the b nile, a truce of two or three days. His pretext was th 
burial cf the dead. To this extraordinary demand gener 
9 yhna replied, ‘ Since the king my mafter has gained the batt!2, 
vy his command the dead will be buried, and the wounded taken 
care of ;”’ giving him thereby to underftand, that a ceffation ¢ 
hoftilities was a very uncommon thing after a battle. The fcl- 
lowing day nothing happened but cannona ading. he king thought 
to renew the battle formally: but want of ammunition among ti 

nfantry, and the great fatigue of the caiedey, who had fougt 
with the utmoft exertion of their ftrength, made neceMarily # 


end of the battle, and afforded the Ruflians an opportunity @ 
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labyrinth in whi 


ired by the way of Landiber: 
t them 19,000 killed and wound: 
cannons, many colours 
the Pruthan 
nifoners or 


OF cannon, t 


7 
saa 


ed on the field of battle, induc 
nielves the victory. The Ruthan 

honelt enough to fay, “* we have, it is t: 
tle, butithas been by thof 


that were flauchtered, 
ted 


a" . . 
Notwithitanding it was Fermor himie!t 
ury the dead,he fent couriérs 


\ th > court ana irniics OF tne 


- of martial bravados than in the feven yeat 
hans defpifed fuch tricks. ; 
dit freely, with the fur 


future exploits. That was the fer 
all the leaders of his armies. 
mufe themfelves with imagir 


i ufe of the victory. ‘The 


near Zorndorf, purfued his fi 


{ , refent 1m] 


? yr 
i ; i 


ly by a part of his ; rmy under the comn 


detach: 1 avoin a COl 
nder of his army h 
iS highly neceflary. 


KIng Was generous enol 
< 


Was 


the 


\ 


ormities committed by the Rufhans b 
mory of the Pruflian foldiers and peafants, fuppreii 
: ' : se eer 
4 inort time every feeling of humanity, {y that many lay! 
ye 4 ;, , ap way = 
and helplefs on the field, were, together with the ceac | 
. ‘ . ' ryt . , 
thrown into one hole and buried ailVC. The re un 
. ey Peres Sy 
Wretches endea\ oured ii Vain to Cra‘vi TrOM UNG! Wie Ura 
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were thrown upon them, which foon prevented their feeble 


~nAe “e 
soe 


Inthe mean time the Auftrians did all in their power to make 
good ufe of the king’s abfence. They now were able to aé of. 
tenfively, and from the fupcriority of their numbers they had to 
expect the molt brilliant fatecls. Every thing depended ona 
quick execution. In Silefia there were, an account of the num- 


ber of fortreffes and occupied pofts, many obftacles in their way, 


the removal of which required time. In Saxony they expected, 
to eather laure!s eafier. ‘The » hole army of Daun was there, and 
the duke of Deux-Ponts had allo arrived in Saxony with the army 


of the Empire. ‘Ihe lofs of that country, fo ufeful to the Prof 
fans, feemed to be inevitable. Prince Henry of Pruflia, v ho 
covered the couatry with a {mall army, was compelled to yield to 
fuperiority of numbers, and to retire to Diefden. Daun’s plan 
was to take this royal refidence, and to anvihilate the Pruflians or 
at leaf to drive them out of 5S. xony, and to’ cut of the king from 
the river Elbe. ‘The execution of all this depended on detaining 
that formidable general long enough in his own dominions. Daun 
therefore, ina jJetter warned general Fermor, not to enter intoan 
cement with the king,a cunning enemy, whom he did not know, 


:, advifing lim at the fame time to a& rather on the defenfive till 


eng 
y 
Saxony was freed from the Pruffians. 
ll into the king’s hands; who after the battle of Zorndorf, 


ter fell st 


fent in Fermor’s name to Daun the following anfwer: ** You have 


The courier with that let- 


hi 
a 


reafon to warn gencral Fermor to take care of a cunning enemy, 
whom you knew better than him; for he ftood his ground and was 











‘since Henry, relying on Frederic’s activity, efidear- 


4 
oured to maintain, by divers operations his poft againit the nume- 
rous enemies, and, he fucceeded. The troops of the Empire be- 


fizced the fort of Sonnenfiein. The Prufian commandant [ol 


| 


nd furtendered the place with 1400 men. Daun made 


- 4 > sal 
a trial of taking Drefden. He approached that refidence, which 
was veakly garrifoned, and not fliongly fortified. But the pr 
dence and refulution of the commandant count Smettau, made up 
thofe deficencies. ie mace arrangements for burning the 
the houfes are fix and feven flories 


» e {, she. where 
ucent fut UIUS, Wwie;re t! 


Thias iil 
igh, and projeét over the ramparts. ‘This defign put the 


int and the whole city in the erceateft confternation : An un 


4 se 
verfal lamentation took place, when the Prufhans began filling 
{zs with combuflibles. Smettuu alledeed ncceflity and his 


a 
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duty to defend himfelf. He declared that the Saxons could not 


expect of hira as the enemies of his king, any confideration for 
their royal refidence, whit their allies defienedly did the fame. 
Daun, threatened to avenge in the molt | 1rbarous manner the bur- 
ning of the fuburbs ; and after taking th 


quarter to any Prufhan. Smettay in hi ‘n declared to defend 
himfelf from flreet to {treet, to make the royal palace his Jaft caf. 


refolved to carry a 


of the EleGoral pr 
ily, to expect the final enterpriie 


mace, uncertain as its execution migh 


meditated, and fo congenial to the circu 
Daun relinquithed his i 


urbs und: turbed. 


at and in rear, 
‘nt armies, 


4 . 
Lue 


deric 1s drawing ne 
rrived and formed a junét 

immediately to come to a battle, in order to drive the Av 
ans iato Bohemia, and then to march to the affiftanc j 
which being but weakly provided with tro 
‘The enemies levied contributions in 
ence the forts of Neife and Cofe!. Gene: 
hed with a body of four thoufand Praffian 
could throw difficulties in the way 
prevent their operarions. Daun carefully 
leavouring to protract Frederic’s marchto 5 
| 


rps. His camp near Stolpen was one of the 


4 


mn 
It was upon fte p hills 


nd rain "The , 
Mm. Tavines. The gen 


° . sé 
US, IN 900d fj its and dey 


‘Jory of theirallies near Zorndorf t! the Te Deumac 
| ; - . Lo» —- r . ’ n — 
d martial mufic, and the firing of cannon and {mal 


mong them, however,that were not void of reafon, doubted 
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«thevaremore afraid of us than of the gallows. Neverthelefs 


4olved to alter his pofition as foon as the army could be afrefh 
i) 


fupplied with provifions. ‘The night from the 14th to the 15th of 
October was felected for the removal of the canip. 


But the Aultrian columns had already, in the night of the 13th 


> 


quitted their camp, in order to furprife the Prufians. Genera! 


Qdonel led the van, confiiting of four battallions and thiriy-fix 
fquadrons; they were followed by thirty-four battallions, under 
the command of generals Sincere and Yortgathh. The corps of 
reral Laudon, which was pofted almoft in the rear of the Pruf- 
fian c imp, was reinforced by four battallions.and fifteen fquadrons, 
ch afterwards were joined by the whole Auftrian cavalry of 
the left wing. ‘The infantry of that wing was led by field-mar- 
fhal Daun himfelf. All thofe troops, and fome fmaller corps 
re deftined to attack the Praffian right wing, their front and 
; the duke of Aremberg, with twenty-three battallions and 
uty two fquadrons, was to obferve the Pruflian left wing, and 


ick, then only, when the defeat of the enemy was completed 


/ 


e. In their van they had volunteer grenadiers, 
the dragoons, but difmounted before the 


1 fory j 
pulied iorward . 
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Auftrian camps, and the ufual fires 
A number of labourers were employ- 
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their fleep by their own cannon; for the enemy, who had! 


ef moft 
of their great guns behind, found at the furprifed field-guards and 
batteries, cannon and and ammunition, with whichthey fired into 
the Pruflian camp. 

Never an army of brave troops was in a more terrible Gtuation 
than thofe Pruflians, carelefsly fleeping under the aegis of Frede- 
ric, who now at once were attacked in the interior of their camp, 
and wakened by fire and fword to the fleep of death. It was yet 
night, and the confufion beyond expreSion. What a fight for 
thofe warriors, refembling a no€urnal vifion! the Auftrians, as 
if rifen from out of the earth, in the midit of their camp. Ma. 
ny hundreds were flain in their tents before they could open their 
eyes; others ran half naked to their arms: few could get their 
own: each laid hold on what firft fell into his hands, andflew 


with it into line and rank. Here the advantages of an excellent 
t 


difcipline appeared in a flriking light. In this terrible fituation, 
where refiitance feemed almoft to be madnefs, and where flight 
and filvation muft be the thought of every foldier, a total de. 
fruction would have been the fate of the army of any other na- 


‘ cat ta a a cn a 
tion whatever; courage availed here little, ci/cipune did all. 
‘ ~ 4 
The war cry fpread like a torrent through the Prafhan camp; 


all ran from out of their tents, and in a few moments, notwith- 
ftunding the great confufion, the moft part of the infantry and 
cavalry flood in line of battle. The manner of attack obliged the 
al They oppofed the enemy every whers, 


ii 
ces, but in molt they were forced to 


~-G (NC) IN sONIe P 


] 
he 
yield to fuperior numbers. ‘The break of day did not ferve two 
leffen the confulion, for a thick fog was hovering over the furface. 
. 


Che Pruffian cavalry, led by Scidlitz, flew about in fearch of tl 


enemy: Wherever, in the dark, their fwords could reach them 


tee ; wh. , aleoas 
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ok away the head of prince France of Brunfwick; field-marthab 
Keith was fhot through the breaft; prince Moritz of Deflau was 
mortally wounded. ‘The Prufhians, attacked in front and rear, 
were forced to yield. ‘The king in perfon now advanced with 
frefh troops, and forced the Auftrians again to retreat, but the 
\uftrian cavalry regained loft advantages. 

The fog now difperfing both parties beheld the field of battle 
covered vith dead bodies. Both parties formed new lines of 

ttle. Daun, his advantages notw ithftanding, did not think of 
having cOnquered an army, that had deluded all human expecta- 
tions; which, though furprifed in the night in the midit of flee Ds 
had combated fo many hours with bravery in darknefs, which had 
loft many of its leaders, and yet flood ready to renew the at- 
tack. This was Frederic’s intention, when the duke of Arem- 
berg under cover of the fog approached with his ftrong corps the 
kino’s left wing and attacked it. Several thoufand men were here 
overturned and a Prufhan battery taken. But here the victory 
eaded. The king who had now enemies in front and rear, aflem- 
bied his troops in the midft of this murderous tumult, and made 
after a defperate combat of five hours a retreat «hich ever will be 
memorable in the annals of wars. The Auftrians were in too 
reat a confufion to interrupt this retreat. 

Frederic’s match was but fhort. Two miles diftant from the 
a 


sor 
se part 


held of battle he encamped with his troops, who had left mo 
of their artillery and baggage, had their fhort coats for a cover, 


and the fkies for atent. ‘They even were in want of powder and 
lls; A mew battle would have been renewing the ancient me- 
thod of fighting, where every one depended on his f:t. 
ever the kings panto n was fo advantageous, his means to defy dan- 
$ fo vatious, and on pac even after their defeat {till fo for- 
_that Daun would not venture a new attack. The Profhan 
rmy | a on this un mies inste day befides their baggage, above 
100 cannon and gooo men. The oe s loft Sooo. 
he king had ventured into the hotteft fire; a horfe was killed 
- him, ‘and two pages were fhot on his fide. He was inthe 
oreate‘t danger of being taken prifoner. The enemy had already 
furrounded him but he efcaped by the valour of the huflars that 
accompanied him. He was prefent wherever the combat was the 
moft bloody. His great talents never ap} ired in fo glaring a 
ight as on that night, which, inflead of diminifhing his fame, 
heightened it in the extreme. Not the king, who in the midft of 


irhke tumult governs his dominions the fame as in tume o 
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peace by his own regulations; who in hours of dangers plays on 
the flute, and foon after gives the wifeft orders ; who on the d yof 
a decifive battle, makes French verfes, gives laws and infpetts ac- 
counts ; not the victor at Lifla, who on Silefian fields 

Grecian taétics, and annihilates a whole arm y of warlike nations ; 
not this extraordinary man is fo venerable to the philofopher, i ° 
hiftorian andthe thinking man, as the king who is farprifed near Hoc 
kirch,beaten,but not conquered,who calls his fleeping warriors rontse 
ther, oppofes them to a valiant and more numerous enemy, which 
is already in the midit of their camp, killing Prufians with Pruf- 
fian balls; who in thofe terrible moments lofes his bofom friend, 
all his beft generals, and now, left te himfelf, takes by the power 
of his genius the moft falutary meafures ; converts the chaos of his 
army in the midit of death and deftrudtion into harmony, combats 
five hours and retires with the greateft order ; who in that defper- 
ate fituation, without cannon, without ammunition and baggage, 
ftill infpires the enemy with fear,and foon after is able to diflodge be. 
fieging armies. Such a prince forces the admiration of all nations 


and of all centuries. 
7 fF ° r) 
(10 be continued } 





POETRY. 


~ es - - . 
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AMERICAN SOLDIER 
a oe 


[4 PICTURE FROM TRE LIFE. | 


LD): EP ina vale, a flranger now to arms, 


Too poor to fhine in court, too prou 1 to beg, 
He who once war’d on Saratoga’s plains 

Sits mufing o’er his fcars and wooden leg. 
Rememb’ring {ill the toil of former days, 

To others’ hands he fees his earnings paid ; 
They fhare the due re ward—he feeds on pral ife, 

Lolt in the abyfs of want, misfortune’s fhade. 

glare, 


It PEACE no wealth to win, 


yuntry cringing "{quires, 


‘ levee, and the proud man’s grin. 
Sold are thofe arms that once on Briton’s blaz’d, 
When fiufh’d with conqueft to the charge they came 
That power repeli'd, and Freedom’s fabric rais’d, 


Md | ’ } . y : e I 
she leawes her foldicr—ramine and a NAME 
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MILITARY MEMOIRS AND MAXIMS, 


THE DISPOSITION OF AN ARMY, 


Ty 
Y OU muft chufe wide and open ground, if vou are ftrong 
in cavalry; and clofe and narrow, if your ftrength be in 
your foot. 

Reconno.tre well your ground, and know the fpace the 
movements you defign to give your army will take up. 

Each general ofhcer fhould affift at the council of war, 
and be well informed of the General’s de“ gns, the means he 
intends to ule, and the retreat he chules; which fhould 
be always well fecured, in cafe you fhould lofe the battle, 

He muft mike good ule of his troops, according as ume 
and place offers, and not fluffer them to lie idle. 

Wind, duft, rain, the fung fogs, are things that may be fer- 

to you; but you muff not trult to them too much, 
hey being hable to change, 

Hollow ways and moraffes in your front may be of great 
ufe. You fend out troops advanced before them, who may 
hide themlelves from the enemy ; and when they approach, 

troops retire by paflages made on purpole, you employ 
nelfewhere, and the enemy’s troops remain ulelefs on 


i 


thishe 


Poft your beft troops on your wings, 


Cover your flanks, at leaft front your wings, with an im- 


penetrable fituation, as a morafs, a river, a mountain, or for- 
ufy it with your chevaux de frife, waggons, great trees cut 
down, and the like: and if one wing has moraffes or very 

rong ground before it, you may fend the greatefl part of 
your Cav lry to the other wing, 


Let your infantry and cavalry be fo difpofed, as to be able 
fupport and reinforce one another, according a5 you have 
> of one than the other: and oblerve to mix fome foot 
by platoons with your horfe, 

Appoint general officers to be on the wings, in the centre, 


d every where if you can, even in the car, to animate and 


iy thole who give way. 


FE 




































meets 


5 ee see og 


an6 MILITARY REPOSITORY. 
ee) 


Be fure to have a good referve, to return to the charge, 
and fupport the broken troops, That army who keeps moft 
troops together at the end of a battle is always viftorious, 
The troops of referve are pofted in the rear of the infantry in 
the centre: they are of ule to fupport the troops who give 
way, to poffefs the ground the others have loft, and to march 
to any place where the General thinks they may be wanted, 

You divide your artillery, and poft the cannon where you 
think they may do moft execution ; and avoid halting under 
the cannon of the enemy : or if you are obliged to it, it is 
no difgrace, but prudent, to order your men to lie on their 
arms, in rank and file; it may fave the lives of many men, 
and they can get up in an inftant when commanded, 

When you command brave and faithful foldiers, you 
fhould not Iet the chance of war depend on a fingle battle, 
But if you fufpe& your troops, and you are obliged to fight, 
ict them know they muft conquer or die. 

Begin by endeavouring to take fome prifoners and examine 
them, feverely, in order to get the beft intelligence you can 
of the ftate and fituation of the enemy ; but take but few of 
them, left they, encumber you in time of battle, 

When it is refolved to fight the enemy, your troops fhould 
be weakeft where the ground is ftrongeft; and ftrongeft, 
e{pecially in cavalry, where the ground is openctt, 

And therefore it is of the utmoft importance for a come 
mander to know well the ground between him and his ene- 
my}; fuchas morafles, riversy rivulets, thick hedges, large 
ditches, &c, behind which the infantry only is of ufe; and 
to have near him thofe who can inform him whether they 
are paffable for horfe and foot, the better to take his advan- 
tages from them. ’ 

The General is not to a& by conftant rules and methods, 
but to vary as he fees occafion ; remembering what the great 
Turenne often faid, viz. Q’un fot Cembarraffoit quelquefois 


fins qu’n habilehomme: That a blockhead had fometimes per- 


plexed him more than an able General, 

As foon as a General has an opportunity of giving the ene- 
my battle to advantage, he fhould do it immediately if he 
has day-light for it. This gives fpirit to his men, and fear 
to the enemy, and prevents their intrenching themfelves. 
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In good fuccefs pufh the advantages as far as you poflibly 
can: in bad, find all the remedies in your power, 

A General is more to be efteemed for prelerving a country 
after the lofs of a battle, than he is who gains it, and does 
not know how to make ufe of the advantages of it, 

A@ions ought more to be prized for their confequences 
than for themielves, In field expeditions it is impoilible 
exaétly to preferibe to an army or icparate body how to go- 
vern itfelf in each ation, becaule every different motion of 
the enemy, and the various accounts a man has of them, 
ought to make him alter his meafures; and there is no giving 
a commander other than general rules, the reft depending 
on his own condu& and behaviour of his troops. 

When a man boafts of never having committed errors in 
war, it isa fign he has not been long a general officer, 

If your army is {uperior to the enemy in goodnelis, {pirit 
have the whole day to drive them before you, and make 
your advantage of the viétory. But if there be a neceflity 


or number, it is beit to attack them in the morning: you 


of giving them battle in other circumftances, do it in the 
evening: if your army 1s victorious, it is well; if not, you 
have the night to favour your retreat, 
Remember always to begin the attack, and keep your fire 
till the enemy have given theirs; then march briikly up with 
recovered arms, and you will find they wall fly before you, 
When you have gained the battle, keep moving after the 
enemy, and fend a good body of light horfe to continue in 
fight of them, This keeps up their fear, not knowing but 
your whole army is at hand; and thus they may abandon a 
whole country to you, if no fortified town or river is in 
your way; andif the latter, you may drive many of the ene- 
mv inte it, take their baggage, and, it may be, their cannon, 
After the battle is gained, and the enemy fly before you, 
forget not to fend bodies of horfe immediately to fummon 
the towns to furrender which the enemy leave behind them ; 
leave {mall detachments at the roads leading: to them, 


to prevent your ftragglers from miltaking their way, and 


being taken by their garrijons, 
When a projeét of importance is to be executed, chufe the 
commander you think belt qualifed for it; and as duty ta 


Gone by feniority aad rotation, fend thofe officers who are 
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before him on other commends, to prepare the way for the 





officer you nave voureye on, Thus will your {chemes prof. 
pe’, and your officers jealoufy of your partiality be prevent. 
ed; for ts highly neceffiry. chat all Generals and offic ers 
fhould gain the etteem of thetr inferiors, 

If it 1s necetliry to intrench 2 poft of great ufe to vour 
army. fee that it be done ef Ai lly. that wour foffé be large 
and deep, that your works be fteep and give a good flunk 
fire. that vou be well ttockaded and paliiided ; make ad. 
vaneed fofles and out-works if you have time; and, ina 
word, make it defenfible againit the whole force of the ene. 
my, till your army cin cone to your relief; and have good 
communication with them by leveral bridges over the rivers 
bet ween you. 

If a river is between you and the enemy, in the field, or 
in winter-quarters, and they have the poffeflion of the 
bridges over it, fend aimall guard of horfe every twenty. 
four hours to watch them, and give you intelligence if anv bo- 
dics of men are coming over, that you may not be furprized, 

It is not always necefflary to fight in two lines with a corps 
de referve; for if the enemy be more numerous than you, 
and the ground open, fo that they may out-flank you, care 
muft be taken to extend your front (though you fight in 
one line) equal to the front of the enemy: but if your right 
and lefi wing be well covered with rivers, moraff-s, thick 
woods, or other {trong ground, your front need only to ex. 
tendtothem; the reft of your troops fhould be ditpoied fo as 
beft to fupport the f.ont line, or to force the enemy where 
the ground is openctt, 

Woaen vou attack, march un to the enemy with as q tick 
a pace as good order will allow: it gives {pirit to your troops, 
and feirto the enemv: a flow motion allows too much trme 
for reflection, damps their courage,* and expofes them too 
much totaec enemy’s fire, But take care to march in even 
front. 

When your troops are inferior in number and goodnefs, 
chale to give your enemy batile in ftrong or clofe ground; 


if you are juperior, in as open ground as poflible. 





with a flow pace. 









* The French practife if, but the German: and Hollanders march 
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If you command a body of foot in a plain, and are like to 
ttacked by a (uperior number of horfle, throw vour foot 
into a iquare ; let vour officers and lerjeants be in the front 


ranks on each fide, with their pikes and halberts ready to 


prefent to the enemy ; the {eldiers with their bayonets fixed, 


clofing their ranks and files, fo 2s to make the whole body 


as compaét asthe ule of thetr arms will allow. Thus marc h, 


and thus receive the enemy’s charg*, who will foon refpect 
and grow weary of having to do with you,* 


Chevaux de friie are of great ule on the above and many 


other oceahions. The Rafiins never march without them ; 
though if the foot make a clole compu body, anda good 
front everv wav, thev need them not : -we have oft 

feen large bodies of cavalry pay great refpes eis »dies 


of foot, and let them march quietly | rithout ifquing 


‘ rm 

: : a aie 
their lives, or (waich ts almpit as dear to them) their horfes. 
Have your eye on the enemny’s motions in time of battle: 


hey draw ou troops from one wing toreinforce the other, 
i, { ne > emarmediatele ate | ] aakened —_ sf +1 
io 0 foo; Or imMmMediateiy attack the weakened wing, if the 


ground permits; if not, be always ftrongeft where the 


ground is openeft, and intermix bodies of foot with (or 
have them at hand toiupport) your ¢ walry on your wings. 
Phere is nothing fo weak as the flank or rear of cavalry: 
if they are thus attacked, they make norefiltance; but bo- 
dies of foot can make a reipettuble front every way. 
‘avalry fhould swine etesh fword in hand : there is ] 
: ype from thofe who begin with the fire of their car- 
es. Therefore their tiv fhould have weight and 
eth, be of the belt metal, and a full yard in the blade. 


As this is the weapon moit to be depended on, they cannot 


+ 


be too well chofen, 


* Charles XIT. the brave King of Sweden, with foo9 hor'e, him- 
f-\f at the head of them, attacked a body of ener five and fix thou 
sof 


fand Saxon foot, Commanded by General Schulenburg, 11 the plan 
Poland, drawn up in ore {guare body. He éinft gave a furious charge 
to one front only, and was gallantly repulfed: afier that, the King 
attacked every front at once with the ereatell Vigour, but was again 
beaten off. This gawe the King and his cavalry enou zh of if; and Schu- 
lenbure, bw the favour of the nrghr, peffed a nvulet, and leaving fome 
foot ina mill, the fire of which flopt the enemy, he made a fale re- 
treat, 
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| In open countries you muft have large bodies of cavalry, 











































In woody countries, as America, or hilly, as Switzerland, th 
cavalry is of little ufe. - 
When your wings are in the air, that is, when they have an 
no cover, and may be attacked in flank, the ufual method for 
has been to draw your wheel-carriages, cut down trees, and 
plant chevaux de frife on the wings. By thefe you make a — 
good a cover as you can: but remember, where your wings nf 
are expofed, the beft method is to ftrengthen your flanks k 
with good bodies of foot,* which alone are capable of refift- ai 
ing the efforts of horfe, or the torrent with which they “=f 
a drive your broken fquadrons. . 
7! Your centre fhould likewife be well fupported; for an char 
army broken in the centre we may pronounce defeated, and -_ 
and the battle irrecoverably loft, nae 
' General officers fhould keep the pofts afligned them, or 1 
which their rank gives them; and not leave them, to go on. 
where their curiofity or a diftant fire invites them ; and to inh: 
have it faid in print, Such @ one was every where: when it. 

é really they fhould remember, that he that is every where is Al 
it no where ; and that he is the beft officer, who is found where ad 
4 the duty of his poft requires his prefence, wool 
As every thing depends upon the ftrength and good re. If 
fiftance of the front line, it fhould be made much {tronger of th 

than the fecond; and therefore care fhould be taken to have or te 
good bodies of foot in the rear of both wings of horlfe, and Open 
in the rear of the centre and both wings of foot. wich 

Horfe fhould never be fent againft an enemy, withouta other. 
proportionable body of foot for their fupport. han 

Never begin the attack with part of your army, if the ref efieet. 
are not at hand to fuftain you. Let 
4 Never give the command of a brifk and important attack the en 
to a flow officer, If y 
When horfe are fent to attack the rear of a retreating army tagcou 
which is near you, let them take foot behindthem, They to the 
fhould not grumble at it, for they will find great ufe from ing an 
them. are to | 
Take care inall ftrong or inclofed ground to make large quit 
openings in the hedges, on the flanks of cach regiment, that if ei 
tempt t 

* The wings being thus fecured, there is little to fear, though you Bi ecath, 
Should bs out-flank’d by the enemy’s fquadrons, the ene 
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the battalions may have a free and eafy communication with 
each other from right to left of your army. 

Avoid encamping in {wampy bottoms, or where great tor- 
rents of water from hafty rains may {weep away the baggage, 
forage, and tents of the army. 

Be fure let your camp have the advantage of water, for the 
health and convenience of your men and horfe: a good river 
in front or flank will ftrengthen your camp, and refrefh both. 

Keep your camp clean, and order the malefaétors of each 
regiment to bury all dead horfes, dogs, &c, that are found 
in front or rear of their regiment, 

When you are near the enemy, and refolve rather to fight 
than quit your camp, chufe the ground, and be ready in an 
infant to form in order of battle on it ; and that, before the 


enemy can come up to you, 

Try and reconnoitre well, and as foon as poffible, the riv- 
ers, rivulets, moraffes, ditches, &c. which are between you 
and the enemy; and prevent as much as you can their doing 


it. 

Always endeavour to be mafter of the bridges bet ween you 
and the enemy, and fecure each head of them with good 
works well guarded; and encamp not too far from them, 

If before a battle you judge it neceflary to take pofleffion 
of the villages in your front, let them not be much advanced 
or too far from you, but rather in a line with your front. 
Open their flanks largely, and make good communications 
within, that you may fuftain them, and they within, one the 
other, 

Leave nothing for chance té do, but what wifdom cannot 
efieét, 

Let no inferior officer officioufly attack any poft or part of 
the enemy’s army without orders. . 

If you find it difficult to diflodge an enemy from an advan- 
tageous poft, fend fome troops with trumpets and drums in- 
to the inclofed ground on their flank or rear: their found- 
ing and beating a march will often make them believe they 
are to be attacked there, as well as in front, and io caufe them 
to quit their poft, 

If the enemy,lay fiege to an important place, do not at- 
tempt the raifing it, till by the length of the fiege, fatigue, 
death, and detertion, which is frequent on thefe occalioas, 
the enemy’s army is leffened and difpirited. 
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1 And to approach their army, and be afterwards forced te w 
retire, would be attended with very ill conlequences both - 
to your army and the town br fieged. ea 
If you refolve to befiegea place where the enemy’s army 

may poflibly cut off your provifions and communication with cor 

your magazines, take cart before you open your trenches, to wl 

be well provided with all neceffaries for the duration of the , 

whole fiege, dri 

When you detach from one wing to ftrengthen and make tag 

a grant effort with the other, if pollible do it fo that the ene- | 

my may not perceive it, left they attack immediately your die 

weakened wing and defeat you. are 

When any part of the firft line is broken, the neareft re. the 

' giment of the fecond fhould inftantly march up, repulle the T 
enemy, and make good the line ; and give time to the bro- of | 

ken regiments or {quadrons to form in their room, are 

Confider well before you come to an engagement with the char 

enemy, the fituation and ci;cumfances of their army ; and com 

whether you may not gain more by tempovifing, cutting off and 

their provifions, or otherw ite ditirefing them, than by giving be c 

them battle, and the chance of a v.ttory over you, It 

If their means of continuing the war be {canty, and yours ftrué 

otherwile, it is beft to dally with them, and come to nothing hiring 

decifive, though your army fhould be tuperior, Want of is bu 

1 forage, bread, or other neceilaries, will often oblige an enc from 

: my to quit theircamp, when your whole force could not the r 
) have dane it. capp’ 
| If you chufe to give the enemy battle, let the circumftances by a | 
ik of it be fuch, that if you lofe it, it may not be decifive on down 
i} your part, but may be fo to the enemy 1f you gain it; and expec 
ile never give or engage in battle, but when there 1s much more wortt 
: to be gained by vittory, than loft by being beaten, At 
Always encamp your army, if near the enemy, in the man- diers 

ner you intend they fhall fight. Let 

When an enemy would attack you, and you have rivers, get th 
rivulets, or morafles, &c, before you, draw up your army ent wi 

fo near them, as that if they pafs, they may not have room See 
, or time to form, but be over{fet and driven into them as fal knows 
— as they come over, , Care 
i? If your right wing beat the enemy’s left, fo as that they Hy" you 
} break and fly before you, and feem to be quite routed, yet 

; * Th. 






periuc them not too far, but with your troups in good ordet 





Clvineg 
civing ¢ 



















































MILITARY REPOSITORY. 233 


ed 





wheel to the left, and charge the remaining enemy in flank, 
whilft your left wing is bulying them in front: {fo will you 
eafily defeat them.* 

A General fhould always endeavour to make his war be- 
come cffenfive, His troops will often be quict in their camp, 
while the enemy are infecure and harrafled, 

A commander in chief fhould never be prevailed on to 
drink toexcefs: that might give the enemy a terrible advan- 
tage over him, 

Prevent gaming among the troops as much as poflible. Sol- 
diers have often deferted when they have loft their pay, and 
are indebied to the company, which gaming is frequently 
the caufe of, 

Take care your army never wants bread; other neceflaries 
of life will follow of courfe; for as all victuals in an army 
are paid for in ready money, butchers, bakers, wine mer- 
chants, &c, will flock to you. But you muft make your 





id communications with your magazines as fecure as poilible, 
iff and have them in more places than one, that if one fhould 
0g be cut off, others may fupply you. 

It 1s of the greateft importance that your foldiers be in- 
- ftruéted in the belt and moft adroit method of loading and 
ng hring their firelocks, Wauthout this their manual exercife 
of is but ornament and fhew. The French do not cut the neck 
ne from their ball, but tie their cartridge to it as it comes from 
not the mould: the paper being thin, when the cartridge is un- 

capp’d and put into the barrel, the bullet at the end of it, 
ces by a ftamp of the piece, and the weight of the ball, drives 
on down the paper, fo that the firelock is charged and wadded 
and expediuioufly, and without drawing the rammer. This feems 
ore worthy of imitation, 

At the fame time that you are obliged to punifh your fol 
- diers with feverity, take care not to lofe their affections, 

Let none fear you but the enemy, and the evil doers: 
rers, fae St that ref{peét from the reft of your troops which is coniilt- 
_ ent with their love, 
ees See that there be fubordination in your army ; for he that 
, falt knows not how to obey, will not know how to command. 

Carefully find out and imitate what the foldiery efteemed 
they in your predeceffor, and avoid what they difliked in him, 

yet 
yrdet EL bere are many inflances where battles have beea loft by mot ob- 


sciving this maxim, 
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Let not any pique or ill-will to your fuperior officer divert 

you from doing all the real fervice you can to your country, 
. Regulate all your aétions by a ftriét regard to your duty, 

Inftead of withing for a war that you may make a greater 
figure, endeavour nothing fo much as the good and tranquil. 
lity of your country. 

Be more anxious to gain the love of your troops, than to 
heap up riches ; and {pare not one to gain the other, 

In a word, do every thing for the good of the foldier, that 
is confiftent with your fervice to your Country. 

It is better to march up to the enemy, than to expeé 
them ; and endeavour to move up to them in good order be. 
fore they are ready to receive you: charge them brifkly, and 
let your artillery keep a continual fire on them: attack their 
fquadrons in flank by {mall detached bodies; and never 
atteck a fquadron without breaking or putting it in diiorder, 

You mult be ready at all times to fuccour and refreth vour 
troops who icem to be moft fatigued ; and take care tha 
thole who are repulfed do not put your fecond line into dif 
order, For this end make large interval in the fecond line, 
by doubling the files of each battalion, 

You muft not march too far forward, nor feparate your 
troops in the purfuit of the enemy, unlefs the vidtory is fully 
declared for you; and even then it is beft to keep your 
troops together, and in good order, as much as poflible. 

In the rear of the regiments you poft your furgeons, and 
fome officers, to take care of the wounded, 

If you are beaten, affemble your troops where they my 
be in fafety; let your militia betake themfelves to arms; 
furnifh your ftrong places well, and the pofts and paffes of 

bi your frontier; break down your bridges; ftop up your ways, 
by cutting, or laying great trees crofs them, 
Put your army immediately in’ good order and reinforce tt, 
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THE SEVEN YEARS WAR IN GERMANY, 









(Continued from page 224.) 


D AUN never was more cautious than after a fortunate 
event. He now fortified himfelf in an almoft impregnable 
fituation, and negle@ted every meafure to hurt the King, 
Frederic made good ufe of that precious timc, He pre 
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cured in hafte from Drefden, as WwW ell as from the armv of 
Prince Henry, ammunition and provifions, ordered new 





tranfports, and was joined by a reinforcement of 6oco men, 
which Prince Henry fent him, and made preparations to 
march to Silefia, He faid; Daun has let us efcape; the 
game is not loft; let us take repole for fome days, and then 
march to free Neiffe.” But there were yet many obftacles 
tofurmount. The camp was full of fick and wounded, for 
whole fafety they had to provide, Saxony was to be cover- 
ed, the field bakery taken care of, and the enemy, whooc- 
cupied the roads to Silefia, was, by countermarches, to be 
deluded. All this was executed, and on the 25th of Ofto- 
ber, eleven days after the battle, Frederic was again on his 
march to Silefia, with fuch advantages, that Doun himfelf 
give up all hope to prevent it. He however detached a 
ftrong corps after the King, to throw at leaf fome difficul- 
ties in his way, Laudon fhewed in this expedition his fkill, 
Sometimes he threw light troops into hollow ways, in order 
to obitrué& the Prufffins; fometimes he cannonaded them 
fron advantageous fituations; fometimes he burit like a 
ftream from out of the forefts, attacking the marching enemy, 
But nothing effentiai was thereby gained; a few Pruffian 
pontoons and bagg:ge waggons only were taken. 

The Auftrian General, Harfh, Befieged Neiffe, which, 
like all Pruffian forts, was weakly garrifoned, on account of 


the troops being wanted in the fiel 1, The hope of conquer- 


ing that important place was great, on account of the King’s 
ablence, Be the battle of Hochkirk, the lois of Neilfe feem- 


ed to beinevitable. To diflodge a beticging army is the na- 


tural confequence of a viétory, or other fortunate events ; 
but that Frederic, after being beaten, furrounded by large 
armies, at the diftance of near 200 miles, could haften to 
the affitlance of Neiffe, was an event that furpaffed the ex- 
peftations of all Europe, After a march of 13 days, he ar- 
rived on the 5th of November, three miles diftant from that 
rt. More was not requilite, to gainthe end; foron the 
fame day Marth raifed the fiege, lett a large quantity of am- 
munition and provifions behind, and retired to Moravia, 
He had blockaded that place fince the sith of Auguft, 
bombarded it fince the 5th of Otober ; but ali his attacks 


became nugatory by the gallant defence of ihe gairiion, 
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The fortrefs of Cofel, which was hitherto blockaded by 
the Auftrians, was alfo freed, and Silefia evacuated by the 
enemy. The campaign was at anend in this province, but 
in Saxony, where Daun remained with the main army, and 
which was but weakly covered, this General hoped to make 
important conquefts before the winter. All Europe looked 
for the fruits of the vi€tory of Hochkirk, of which no fign 
had yet appeared. They were however not backward in 
forming plans. Drefden, Leipzic, and Torgau, were to be 
taken by different corps at one time, Daun himfelf approach. 
ed the capital, There was but a fmall corps of Pruffians in 
Saxony, under the command of General Fink, but great a@ti. 
vity reigned among them, They took the moft effeéual 
meafures againft the great {uperiority of the enemy, and re. 
inforced the garrifon of Drefden, The Commandant, Gen, 
eral Smettau, was now under the forrow ful neceflity of burn. 
ing the fuburbs, which were, from their manner of build. 
ing, equal to the moft magnificent cities of Europe. 

Daun made preparations to befiege Dreiden in the regular 
way; but the bad news from Silefia, the raifing of the fiege 
of Neiffe, the retreat of the Auftrians to Moravia, and Fred- 
eric’s march towards Saxony, again made his plan nugatory, 
He retired. Inthe Auftrian account of that event, it is faid, 
that from a certain important reafon the plan was altered, 





But that impostant reafon was nothing elle than Frederic’s 
approach, The plans upon Torgau and Leipzic met with 
the fame fate. Both thefle places were relieved by the Pruf- 
fian Generals Dohna and Wedel. Nothing remained to the 
Auftrians and the troops of the Empire, but to march to Bo. 
hemia; even the fort of Sonnenttein was given up. Daun 
endeavoured to divide his armies in their winter quarters 
in fuch a manner as to form an enormous chain of troops, 
juch as never was heard of in Europe, It commenced on 
the frontiers of Silefia and Saxony, and ended on the con- 
fines of Switzerland. 

The Ruilians, who after the battle of Zorndarf were 
fomewhat relieved by Frederic’s abience, refolved to be- 
ficege Colberg. The fea port of that place promiled them 
en account of the tranfports great advantage, and from the 
weaknels of the garrifon, they expetted an ealy conquelt, The 
fate of all Pomerania depended upon joo men militia under 


the command of a major of invalids of which the gaiti- 
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fon of Colberg was compofed, But the commandant Hay- 
den, was not of the common clafs of warriors, He took the 
beft meafures for defence and difplayed great courage and 
refolution, General Palmbael befieged the fort with 10.000 
Ruffians, and after five days the covered way was in his 
hands. The conqueft now feemed to be certain, but the va- 
jour, of the commandant and his armed citizens, put a ftop 
to all farther progrefs, The befiegers were daily reinfor- 
ced from their main army, and renewed then their attacks 
with frefth troops, But they could not fucceed and were 
after a 19 days fiege compelled to retire, The Ruiffians, 
after this mifcarriage evacuated Pomerania and Branden- 
burg, taking their winter quarters in Poland and Pruffia, 

The operations of the Swedes were in this campaign as ine 
fignificant as in the preceding. In the month of o€tober 
whilft Brandenburg was totally without troops, they mar- 
ched towards Berlin, and were but co miles from it when 
General Wedel with a fmall corps advanced and made 
them retreat. The Pruffians did not ftop till they had driven 
the enemy under the cannon of Stralfund, 

The campaign was now every where atanend, In the 
midft of December there were no more enemics in Silefia, 
Saxony, Brandenburgh and Pomerania. Frederic, beaten in 
Oober, was now matter of Saxony of the rivers Elbe and 
Oder. Inthe {pace of feven weeks he marched from Sax- 
ony to Silefia, thence back to Saxony and again to Selefia; 
during which time the forts of Neile, Cofel, Drefden, Leip- 
zic, Torgau and Colberg were ficed from their befiegers, 
If thele operations aftonifhed people ignorant in taétics, 
they furprifed ftill more the warriors who knew the difi- 
culues of {uch continued movements in their full extent, 
Toye Auftrians in Moravia and Bohemia were now making 
new plans; the Ruffians in Poland and Pruffia endeavoured 
to fill their Magazines; the troops of the Empire in their 
winter quarters in the heart of Germany enjoyed reft; and 
the Swedes, who now faw their own part of Pomerania 


ans did not think themicelves f{e- 


in the hands of the Prufi 

cure under the cannon of Stralfund, 
Dhis year’s campaign of the allies agzinft the French 

was alio very remarkable ; at the beginning of the year 

Richelieu was obliged to vield the chief command to the 
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who never had feen an army, even not at a review. This 
choice of a commander furprized all Europe, and Frederi¢ 
faid on receiving the uews: “ I hope the archbifhop of 
Paris will foon relieve him,” 

Clermont found the troops, confided to him in the moft 
deplorable fituation; he made to his King the following fin- 
gular report: “ I have found your Majefty’s army divided 
into three very different partics. The one is above ground, 
elothed in rags and compofed of thieves and marauders; 
the fecond party is below ground, and the third in the hofpi- 
tals;”” he therefore begged for orders, whether to lead the 
firft back to their own country, or whetherto ftay till they 
were united with the two latter parties, 

The Duke Ferdinand of Brunfwick gave him no time to 
mend his fituation: he advanced towards Hanover. The 
French fled in every dirc&tion, leaving their cannon and 
baggage behind. At Hoya on the Weler, they made a 
fiand, but the hereditary Prince now reigning Duke of 
Brunfwick, after a lively engagement routed them and 
made 1500 prifoners, This was the firft aétion of that 
young prince, who foon after was ranked among the fir 
generals of the age. The French retired over the Rhine, 

As foon as the troops, during the fhort winter quarters, 
had refrefhed themielves, Duke Ferdinand opened the cam. 
paign with the defign to carry the war into France, but as 
the French army was advantageoufly pofted on the banks of 
the Rhine, the pafling of that large river was connetted 
with extraordinary difficulties, They however were by 
prudent meafures furmounted, and the allied army effeéted 
in the night of the fir of June a paflage over the Rhine 
near Cleves. Clermont with his far fuperior army ftrongly 
intrenched himfelf near Rhinefelden, Nothing remained to 
Ferdinand but to manceuvre the enemy from out of their 
firong camp. In this he fucceeded and a few days after 
he attacked the whole French army, in the | lains of Crefeld. 
‘The battle was obftinate and bloody, but the French were 
forced to retreat with the lols of 7500 men, The allies 
counted 1500 w ninded and dead, 

The coniequeuce of this viftory, was the fiege of D if. 
feldorf, where the French had their head quarters, On the 
Sth day the place was furrendered, and the conquerors ob- 


tained an cnormous Quantity of ammunition, cannon and pre 
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vifions, This new lofs caufed difquietude in France; the 
Baltille became filled and Clermont was reealicd. The 
command on the Rhine was now given to the experienced 
Morthal of Contades, and Soubife received orders to pene- 
trace at any hazard into Heffia. Ferdinand being diftant, 
they counted upon an ealy conqueft of that province, which 
likewile would draw the army of the allies from the Rhine. 
Soubife advanced, and though his van was beaten by the 
Helfian Militia, he penetrated with 30,000 men into the 
ut of the province, which now again experienced all 
hardihips of war. 
England was by the battle of Crefeld and Ferdinand’s pro- 
‘son the Rhine determined to combat the French by 
id as well as by fea, Parliament refolved to fend 18,009 
to Germany. If this had been done fooner, Ferdinand 
ld have been able to maintain himfelf on the other fide 
of the Rhine. But now his fituation was critical, he had 
an army of 80 000 men under the command of an expericn- 
eed general againft him; provifions began to fail and a long 
continued rain had ruined the roads and made the rivers 
overflow. Hanover which was threatened by Soubile, was 
in need of immediate affiftance; and the Englith troops, which 
were to londinthe north of Germany, and could cafily be 


cut off, req uired proteétion, Thefe confiderations compel- 
lei Ferdinand to recrols the Rhine; but the difficulties of 


effecting this were great, the enemy being in the vicinity 


a powerful army. The allies eretted a bridge near 

, which gencral Imhof was to proteét with g000 men, 

French corps of 10,000 men attacked him, and Ferdinand 

ng able to fend any alliftance, he was left to his owa 

His camp was covered by diches and hedges. The 

was unacquainted with the ground, and Imhof, 

t waiting their attack, advanced and in leis than half an 

ur routed them, They left eleven cannon, their wag- 

ns,amnunition, and 300 prifoners behind, Such was the 

rry of that French corps, fo much fuperior in number, 

hat on the way molt of them threw away their arms, On 
e road to Welel above 2000 mufkets were found, 

Infignificant as this event was in fo bloody and ative a 

ar, yet it had the fame effe& as the moft Signal viéory; 

for it decided the fate of the large magazine at Emmeric and 

the pontoon bridge, without which it would have been im- 
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pomible for Ferdinand to crofs the Rhine. On the ioth of 
July the whole allied army paffed the river, and General Im. 
hof was foon after detached with a corps to meet the Eng. 
lith troops, who had landed at Emden, They formed a 
jun@tion at Crefeld. 

Ferdinand, in order tq give fome reft to his troops, took 
advantageous pofitions, on the river Lippe, where >y he co. 
vered Hanover. General Oberg was to cover Heflia with 
20,000 men. He occupied a ftrong camp near Sanderfhau- 
fen, and did every thing to provoke Soubife, who with 30,609 
men ftood oppofite him, to an attack, The latter avoided 
it, and endeavoured to gain Oberg’s rear. This drew Oberg 
out of his camp, who was now attacked on all fides by the 
fuperior enemy near Lutternberg. The Heflians defended 
them{elves bravely, and forced the enemy’s infantry to re. 
treat, but were in the moment of vittory taken in flank and 





rear by the French cavalry, The want of horfe in the Hef. 
fian army augmented this misfortune, and compelled them 
to retreat, with the lols of 1500 men dead and wounded, 
befides 28 cannon, 

This viétory precured Soubife the Marfhall ftaff. He 
now began to make inroads into the neighbouring provinces, 
and to exaét heavy contributions. Ferdinand’s marches and 
pofitions, however, prevented their making farther progrels, 
The French evacuating Heffia, both parties went into win- 
ter quarters, The French under Contades between the Meufe 
and the Rhine, and thofe under Soubife along the borders of 
the Rhine and the Mayne. The allies occupied Heflia and 
Weltphalia, 

(:759.) The belligerent powers made preparations foranew 
campaign, Frederic refolved to aé& on the defenfive, without 
however negieéting an opportunity to make himfelf formida- 
ble. During this winter, the Polifh Prince Sulkowfky took, 
without refpeét to the neutrality of the republic of Poland, 
an ative part in the war. He raifed troops, and erefted 
magazines for the Ruflians, To Frederic’s reprefentations 
he gave haughty anfwers, continuing zealoufly his prepa. 
rations to the advantage of the Ruffians, He refided in the 
town of Reifen, in Poland, at a confiderable diftance from 
the frontiers of Silefia. He had foldiers and cannon of his 
own, and befides thought himfelf protected by his republic, 


But Frederic, without any political confiderations, detached 
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General Woberfnow with acorpsto Poland. Reifen was 
furprized without a fhot, the Prince taken prifoner, and his 
foldiers difarmed, The magazines were ruined, and all can- 
non, horfes, waggons, and ammunition carried to Silefia, 
The foldiers were forced into the Pruffian fervice, and the 
Prince was fent to the fort of Glogau, where he remained 
prifoner to the end of the war. Another ally of that kind 
was a new(fpaper writer at Erlangen, who relying on his fo- 
vereign, had in his papers declared war againft the Pruffians, 
His papers were filled with lies and {currility. A Pruitlian 
officer took upon himfelfto chaftile thisnewfpaper hero, He 
took with him two corporals, and after having in a military 
manner applied to his back a good portion of ftrokes, he 
forced the patient to give a formal receipt in writing for the 
number of ftrokes received. 

The Pruflian troops never were more a€tive than during 
this winter. They took Erfurt, deftroyed a number of ma- 
gazines, and beat a ftrong corps of the Auttrians, Prince 
Henry, the feverity of the feafon, and the fterility of the 

1ountains notwithftanding, advanced into Bohemia, forced 
the paffes, and difperfed the enemy. Genera! Halfen de- 
feated the Auftrian General Reinhard, made 2cwo prifoners, 
and took large magazines, Againft the troops of the Empire 
alfo diverfions were made from Saxony. Prince Henry de- 
tached into Franconia feveral corps, and the troops of the 
Empire fled. ‘The Swedes alfo had no reft during this win- 
ter, Five places which they had occupied were taken from 
them, with 2700 prifoners, and a large quantity of provifi- 
ons and warlike ftores, 

The Ruffians, during this time, had affembled in Poland, 
threatening the Pruffian States with a new attack, Frederic 
detached towards them a {trong corps under Dohna, in ore 
der, 1f not to prevent, at leaft to make difficult their march, 
Want of fubfiftence compelled the Pruffians to draw towards 
the river Oder, and the Ruffians, from the fame reaton, followe 
ed them thither, Field Marfhal Zoltikow was now in Fer 
mor’s place, who had refigned the command. Frederic, be- 
ing difcontented with Dohna, gave the command to General 
Wedel, who was totally unacquainted with the ftrength of 
his enemy, and with their manner of fighting. He however 
had ftri& orders to attack the Ruflians without delay, 1f he 
could not preveat re, det? onan the Auitriaus by other 
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means. Laudon was for that purpofe on the march with 


90,000 men, Wedel foon came to an engagement with the 
Ruflians, who were much fuperior, and with confiderable 
lo{s forced him to retreat. Nothing now prevented the Au. 
{trian and Ruffian armies from joining. They fortified them. 
felves, 80,000 ftrong, on the borders of the Oder. Wedel 
did all in his power to make their paffage over this river dif. 
ficult, 

The King had contented himfelf with a€ting on the defen. 
five in Saxony. He remained encamped for {ome time near 
Landfhut, in order to wait a favourable opportunity. Daun, 
who with the main army was encamped oppofite him, was 
alfo waiting a favourable opportunity to advance, or to en 
gage. To delude this hope, and to drive the Auftrians into 
Bohemia, the King did all he could to make their fubfiftence 
difficult, But the march of the Ruffians altered the plan 





entirely, 

The unfortunate battle near Zullichau difpofed the king 
to haften to his States of Brandenburg. Henry detached a 
great part of his army from Saxony to reinforce that on the 
Oder, and went himlelf to Silctia, to take the command of 
the army that Frederic had left behind. Even the corps un- 
der General Fink received orders to march to the Oder, 

Frederic’s march was {uccefsful. Near Guben he met with 
an Auftrian corps under General Haddick, which he attack. 
ed, made 2000 prifoners, and took 500 waggons with flour; 
after which he formed a jun€tion with Wedel’s army. 

He refolved without delay to give battle. His army was 
40,coo and that of the Ruffliansand Auftrians above 70,000 
ftrong. The latter ftood between Frankfort and Kunnerl- 
dorf upon heights in an intrenched camp, defended by an 
Their right wing was covered by the 
Oder, and their left by fwamps and hedges, Before the 
front there were ditches and broken ground, All thofe ad- 
vantages not withftanding, the King refolved to attack them 
on the 12th of Auguft. He formed his army in a wood, 
whence his line attacked the enemy’s left in columns, with 
It was Frederic’s plan to attack the ene 
But he was 


enormous artillery. 


great impetuofity, 
my at once in the flanks and in front and rear. 
not well enough acquainted with the ground, The march 


of his troops was interrupted by unexpected great ditches, 


They made great sound about ways, whereby the troops be- 
laft the 


came faligucd, and the precious time loft. At 
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Pruffians approached the Ruffian entrenchments, and cano- 
naded them brifkly from three batteries, which the Ruffians 
aniwered by an hundred cannon, from their left wing. The 
King ordered an affault on the batteries, The grenadiers 
worked themfelves through barricadoes, advanced through 
broken ground, aud at laft gained the heights, whence the 
Rulfians made a murderous fire, They however did not 
loofe courage, mounted the batteries and drove the enemy 
from their intrenchment, The whole left wing of the Rul- 
fians fled, leaving all their artillery behind, Vi€ory fee- 
med to be decided, and couriers were already difpatched 
from the field of battle to Berlin and Silefia, when all at once 
the fate of war turned in the molt extraordinary manner. 
The Pruffian infantry had done all, but the victory 
could not be purfued, as the Pruffian cavalry was on the 
other wing, and the cannon could not follow fo quick, At 
laft they brought fome cannon upon the heights, but too 
few in number to accomplifh the defeat. Meanwhile the 
King advanced with the other wing towards the Ruflians, 
The fame did the corps of Gen, Fink, But their march was 
very moment impeded by the badnefs of the ground. The 
troops had fometimes to pals over {mall bridges, tometimes to 
go round large duches, ‘The Ruflians made ule of that de- 
lay, affembling and bringing their heavy artillery to bear. 
Laudon, who had not yet taken any part in the combat 


now put his troops in motion, The King ordered his caval- 


ry to advance, which under the lead of Scidlitz pafled be- 


tween the ditches, formed under the Ruffian cannon hre, 
and advanced, but the {tream of grape-fhot was too inceiiant 
from the Ruffian line, that it ftretched whole platoons of man 
and horfe to the ground, put the courageous cavalry into 
confufion, and forced them to retreat, 

However the Pruffians had not loit any thing yet. The 
Ruflians, being preffed together 80 and 100 men deep, for- 
med a chaos; but that chaos, was covered by fifty cannon, 
The Pruflians were fatigued in the extreme by a march of 
almoft 40 miles, by their great exertions and the intenfe heat 
ofthe day. The battle was gained and the lofs of the Ruf- 
fians fo great, that in all probality they would retreat during 
the night. But Frederic was of opinion, that the Ruflian 
army fhould not only be beaten, but totally annihilated, as 
they always returned to renew their devaltations, The Prul- 
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fian generals, amongft whom was Seidliz, rep refented ta 
the King the extreme fatigue of the troops, and the King 
wason the point of defifting from any further operation, 
when on other general approached, whofe opinion the 
King atked, and who, being a courtier, agreed with the 
King, to continue the battle. March! was now the order, 

To complete the vidtory it was neceflary to conquer a 
height called the Spizberg. This height was extremely fteep 
and occupied by Laudon’s beft troops. The Pruffians en- 
deavoured to climb up the hill, but whoever reached the 
fummit met with immediate death. All courage availed no- 
thing. The inceffant fire of the Ruffians and Auftrians fell 
like ‘a torrent upon the Pruffians, and ftretched every thing 
to the ground, Frederic expoled himfelf to the greateft dan- 
ger, but all attemps to drive the enemy from the heights 
were fruitlefs. The troops came into diforder, and now 
Laudon, advanced from behind the right wing with freth 
troops, and attacked the Pruflians in flank and rear. The 
battle was foon after decided. 

Frederic’s fortitude was never more fheken, than on that 
unfortunate day. In a few hours, the fate of war precipi. 
tated him from the height of victory into a complete defeat, 
His lively imagination painted to him in the firft mo- 
ments, the confequences of this event, in a terrible light, 
From the fame field of battle whence a few hours before he 
dilpatched couriers with the news of viétory, he now fent 
orders to Berlin, to remove the royal family, the archives, 
and every thing valuable. Nothing he thought could hin- 
der the enemy from marching to his refidence. His troops 
were dirperied in fuch a manner, that the day after the 
battle he had but about sooo men together. Not only all 
the cannon taken from the Ruflians, but alfo an hundred of 
thole of the PruMians were lof. General Wunth, who 
commanded a {mall corps of Pruflians on the other fide of 
the Oder, had arrived towards the end of the battle, at 
Frankfort, and had taken the Ruffian garrifon prifoners; 
but the battle being loft he was obliged to withdraw. The 
approaching night was favourable to the King. He retrea- 
ted with hisarmy, and gained fome heights, which the ene- 
my did not venture to attack. 

This battle was the moft murderous that had hitherto been 
fought. The Pruffians had 8000 dead, and above 12.000 
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wounded,of which however afew only were taken prifoners. 
Almoft all the Pruflian Generals and oficers of rank were 
wounded, The Ruffians had, according to their own ac- 
count, 16,000 dead and wounded. General Soltikow, in 
giving to the Emprefs of Ruflia information of the battle, 
fiys, * Your Majefty will not be aftonifhed at the great lofs, 
“ knowing thatthe King of Pruffia fells his defeats always 
“ very dear, If I gain another fuch vittory, I fhall be obli- 
« ged to bring mylelf an account of it, with a flick in my 
« hand, to Peterfburg.” 

The day after the battle, Frederic pafled the Oder, aflem. 
bied his feattered troops, formed a junétion with Wunth, 
called General Kleift with 5000 men from Pomerania, and 
nrocured in hafte cannon from hisarfenals. The Rufiians, 
wh , his defeat notwithftanding, were afraid of him, ene 
trenched themfelves, The King, by a {peech to his troops, 
again infpired them with courage; andina few weeks Ber- 
lin was out of danger, his army provided with every thing, 


and reinf 


weed in fuch amanner, that the Electorate of Han- 
over could be covered, and General Wunil was able te 


march with his troops to Silefia, 
(To be continued.) 
I 


ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE OF CUDALORE, IN THRE EAST 
INDIES, IN THE YEAR, 1782. 


(Written by an Hanoverian O jeer, } 


N the morning of the 13th of June before day-break, 
the whole army formed into lines, The fecond was 
compofed chiefly of battalions of feapoys, fome of which 
were placed between the Kuropean regiments according 
to the cuftom in India, We, Hanoverians, took poft with 
the io1ft regiment in the centre, under the brigade of Colo- 
nel Elphinflon. The 78th regiment, and three regiments of 
feapoys, were on our right, under the brigade of Colonel 

art, the 739d, the Madras regiment, and three battali- 

1s Of feapoys, were to our left, under Colonel Gordons 
and to cover the whole left flank, Colonel Xedly was placed 
with three battalions of feapoys, from the Grenadier corps 
of Colonel Cathcart. 


We were under arms the evening before, and muflered by 
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General Bruce, who was lately come from Europe, and had 
ferved in the American war. On both wings, were well 
occupied batteries of eighteen pounders, as well as in the 
centre, where the head quarters were. 

The firft attack was made, about five in the morning 
after the whole army had advanced in front: however, 
a {mall wood of cocoa trees feparated us from the enemy, 
The canonade foon became general, with very brifk firing; 
after a few hours, feveral French batteries, on both the 





wings were taken, 

We were forced to advance with the 101 {ft regiment, and 
a battalion of feapoys, about ten in the morning, under the 
batteries of the head quarters, where we ftood above two 
hours, expofed to a very heavy fire of the enemy’s cannon, 
as well as mufketry: we did not, however, fuffer much on 
this occafion, as their batteries were pointed too high, At 
one o’clock, we received orders to ftorm the largeft French 
redoubt, which was oppofite to one of our batteries, that 
mounted 21 guns, The men had firft fome rum and bifcuit 
diftribated among them, and afterwards a figaal from head: 
quarters was made to begin the ftorm. 

We advanced in front with the ufual march, until we 
came near the fmall wood, were we took our fuzees in the 
right hand, and held them en dalance, haftening forward, 
with quick fteps, through the wood, which was interfedted 
with ditches and barricadoes, The heat on that day, a 
well as the fire from the mufketry, and which we were in 
the reach of, was intolerable. Not only cannon balls, but 
twigs and branches, which were torn by them from the 
trees, were continually fhowering down upon us, Whole 
ranks dropped down at once, either dead or wounded, 

One of the firft who was killed, was our worthy friend, 
Major Varenius: and, at his fide, fell liewtenant M.- . 
However we got through the wood, behind which at about 
40 paces diflant, was the above mentioned battery called 
Siuegtum, which kept up a very brifk fring upon us; but to 
the unfpeakable aftonifhment of us all, we faw the sof 





regiment had not advanced with us; and that we, Hanover 
ans, were left quite alone, expofed to the fire of the enemy, 

Our men, however, were extremely refolute, When we 
came out of the wood we were obliged to form afrefh. The 


Frenca were catrenched up to their chin ; we, howeves, 
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now kept up a regular and brifk firing, and then advanced, 
with fixed bayonets, until we came up to the parapet, 

The great fuperiority in numbers of the enemy, preven- 
ted the fuccefs of our firft attack: but, as we retreated in 
good order, to the wood, and formed again, we attempted 
a fecond, although we had been purtued by fome hun- 
dreds of the French, who anoyed us very much as we fell 
back. , 

With the affiftance of a battalion of feapoys, we renewed 

attack, with an intrepidity that entirely deranged 
the enemy ; who, on their commanding officer being thot, 
quitted the fort, and retreated, with the utmoft precipi- 
tation, to Cudalore, 

We took pofleflion of it, with 17 pieces of cannon, and 
fome artillerymen, who were eisai ; we alfo found many 
killed, The troops in the fort confifted of 1,500 men, be- 





longing to the regiments of La Marc and Aufra fra. 


Such was the end of that memorable hot day. We alfo 
cot poffeffion of that important redoubt at Bondfbridge. 


Our killed and wounded amounted to near 900; among the 


later of which were ten Hanoverian officers. 





ANECDOTES. 


FIRMNESS. 


Ar a fkirmifh near Saratoga, a Bat-man of General Fra- 


refcued from the Indians an officer of the Americans, 


zer’s 
one Captain Van Swearingham, of Colonel Morgan’s Vir- 


ginia rifle-emen; they were on the point of {tripping him, 
ket-book 


which the man prevented, and recovered his pock 


‘ “se 
from them containing all his papers of confequence, and his 


commiflion, 
The Bat-man brought him up to Gen, 


. te 
terrogated him concerning the enemy, but could obtain 
American army was com- 


Frafer who in- 


no other anfwer, than that the 
yate 1 Arnold, General Frales 
manded by Generals Gates and Arnold, Gener: ler, 
' » aaa . 
exceedingly provoked that he could gain no intelligene 
told him if he did not immediately inform him as to the ex- 


- : _ ; ’ ' * 
at lituation of the enemy, he would hang him up directly ; 
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the officer, with the moft undaunted firmnefs, replied, 
** You may if you pleafe,” The general perceiving he could 
make nothing of him, rode off, leaving him in the cuftody 
of Licutenant Dunbar of the artillery. 
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HEROISM. wa: 
] N the courfe of the aétion of Saratoga, Lieutenant Her. by 
vey, of the Britifh, a youth of fixteen, and nephew to Gen, on 
Hervey, received feveral wounds, and was repeatedly or. der 
dered off the field by Col. Anftruther; but his ardor would fed 
not allow him to quit the battle, while he could ftand and fron 
fee his brave lads fighting befide him, A ball ftriking one Th 
of his legs, his removal became ablolutely neceflary, and one 
while they were conveying him away, another wounded “as 
him mortally, In this fituation the jurgeon recommended F 
him to take a powerful dofe of opium, to avoid a feven or wen 
eight hours life of moft exquifite torture: this he immedi. the 
ately confented to, and when the Colonel entered the tent oe ¢ 
with major Harnage, who were both wounded, they afked Gen 
whether he had any affairs they could fettle for him? His wee 
reply was, that being a minor, every thing was already ad. mof 
jufted;” but he had one requeft, which he had juft life oad 
enough to utter ** Tell my uncle I died like a Soldier {” This 
asm 
inhal 
T HE Pruffian Field Marfhal Schwerin, died, as is well fu fh 
known, the death of a hero, in the battle near Prague, defe; 
His body after the battle, was carried to a neighbouring con: mun 
vent, where foon after, appeared Princes, Generals, and the 
officers of all ranks of the Pruffian army, to pay the laft re- for t 
fpe& to this immortal General, They entered the room Char 
where the lifelefs corps was lying—and, impelled by a pro- ons, 2 
found refpeét, all, at once, pulled off their hats, as if this ton 
great man /till was prefent, and alive; and feemed to wait, perfu 
as if they were ftill expe€ting his orders, The monks of Thi 
the convent, though, lefs moved at it, admired with a filent that ¢ 
attention, the great impreffion, which true greatnefs and a fey 
merit muft make on noble minds, when even the view of weirs 
a dead body could in{fpire fo much veneration, lies = 
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THE AMERICAN WAR, 


(Continued from page 186.) 
CAMPAIGN, OF 1777 IN THE NORTH, 


To effe& a free communication, between New-York 
and Canada, and to maintain the navigation of the Lakes, 
was a principal obje& with the Britifh, for the campaign of 

777. An expedition in that quarter had been projeéted, 
by the Britifh miniftry, as the moft effectual method that 
could be taken, to crufh the colonies at once, They confi- 
dered the New-England people, to be the foul of the con- 
federacy, and promifed themielves much by fevering them 
from all free communication with the neighbouring ftates, 
They hoped, when this was accomplifhed, to be able to fur- 
round them fo effeétually with fleets and armies, and Indie 
an allies, as to compel their fubmiffion, 

For this purpofe an army of 4000 Britifh and 3000 German 
troops, exclufive of the corps of artillery, were put under 
the command of General Burgoyne, Their train of artille- 
ry was perhaps the fineft, ‘that had ever been allotted to 
fecond the operations of an equal force. Gen. Burgoyne 
was furnifhed with picked and experienced officers, The 
moft eminent of thefe were Gen. Philips, Frafer, Powal, 
and Hamilton; the German generals, Riedefel, and Specht, 
This large body of veteran troops, was to be kept together 
as much as poflible, In order to produce this effett, the 
inhabitants of Canada, were commanded to furnifh men 
fufficient to occupy the woods on the frontiers, to prevent 
defertion, to procure intelligence, and to intercept all com- 
munication between the Americans and the malcontents in 
the province, They were alfo required to provide men, 
for the completion of the fortifications, at Sorel, St. John’s, 
Chamblee, and Ifle Aux Noix, for the carriage of proviii- 
ons, artillery, and ftores, and for making roads Gen, Carle- 
ton was ordered to ule his intereft with the Indians, to 
perfuade them to join in this expedition, 

The Americans had been early attentive to their fecurity in 
that quarter, Ticonderoga is fituated on the weftern fhore, 
a few miles to the northward of that narrow inlet, which 
unites Lake George, with Lake Champlain. Crown Point 
lies more northward tBan Ticonderoga, and is fituate on aa 
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angle of land wafhed ontwo fides by water flowing over 
rocks, A deep morals covered the third fide, except ina 
Imall part, where formerly the French had ereéted lines, 
and which, ftill continued, Thefe the Americans had 
ftrengthened by additional works, Oppofite to Ticonde- 
roga, on the eaftern fhore the Americans had with great in. 
duftry fortified a high hill called Mount Indepenaence, 
On the top of it, which is flat, a ftar-fort had been ereéed, 
containing extenfive barracks well fupplied with artultery, 
Themount ain ftretched in a floping dire€ion into the water, 
ftrongly intrenched to its bafe, fupplied with heavy artil- 
lery. Midway up the mountain, another battery was eree- 
ted to cover the lower works, With infinite labour the 
Americans had united Ticonderoga and Mount Indepen- 
dence by a ftrong bridge of communications over the inlet, 
Twenty-two funken piers fupported the bridge, at equal 
diftances. Between the piers, floats were placed, faftened 
together with chains and rivets, and bound to the funk. 
en piers, On the Lake Champlain fide of the bridge, a 
boom, compofed of very large timber, was ere&ed, faften- 
ed together by rivetted bolts and double chains, made of 
iron an inch and half {quare. They ftrengthened Fort Schuy- 
ler and ereéted other fortifications, near the Mohawk Ri- 
ver, requifitions were made by the commanding officer, in 
the cepartment for 13,600 men, as neceffary for the fecurity 
of this diftri&t, The adjacent flates were urged to be in 
readinels for an a€tive campaign. 

Col, St. Leger, with a body of light troops and Indians 
amounting to between feven and eight hundred men, having 
been previoufly detached by the way of Lake Ontario, and 
the Mohawk river, in order to make a diverfion in favour 
of the Britifh army, General Burgoyne fet out from St, 
John’s on the fixieenth of June, 1777. The naval force, 
under the command of Commodore Lutwych, preceded the 
army, and opened the way for its advances, detachments of 
Indians having been previoufly made from the river Bouquet, 
heir fleet proceeded without any oppofition, and under its 
prote€tion the troops were landed about the middle of June, 
and encamped at a {mall diflance from Crown Point, on the 
north fide, 

At this place General Burgoyne thought proper to give 
the Indians a war feaft, and to make a {peech to them, The 
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purport of it was, to induce them to refrain from cruelty, 
and to mitigate their natural ferocity, 

Gen, Burgoyne, before he advanced to Ticonderoga, iffued 
a manifefto, in which, with an tll judged policy, he threat- 
ened to punifh, with the utmoft feverity, thofe who refufed 
to attach themfelves to the Britifh caufe, magnifying at the 
fame time the ferocity of the favages, Having remained at 
Crown Point a few days, the whole army proceeded to Ti- 
conderoga, 

This place, notwithftanding its apparent ftrength, had one 
difadvantage to contend with. To the fouthward of the 
bridge of communications, which efic€tually prevented any 
attack by water from the northern fide, was a hiil called Su- 
gar Hill, which overlooked and cammanded both the works 
at Ticonderoga and on Mount Independence. This hill the 
Americans were unable to fortify, on account of the want 
of men; Gen. St. Clair, who commanded at Ticonderoga, 


not having above goo00 men, 
The Britifh army advanced with great circum{peétion and 
prudence on both fides of the lake, the fleet keeping in the 


centre till the army had enclofed the Americans on the land 
fide. The royal army proceeded with great expedition in 
conftru@ing works necelilary for the inveftment of that place, 
By the 5th of July thefe works were completed, and a road 
made to the top of Sugar Hi!! for the conftruttion of a bat- 
tery there, In thefe circumttances Gen. St. Clair refolved 
to evacuate the poft. ‘The fituation of this ofiicer was em- 
barraffing. Such was the confidence of the States in the 
fancied ftrength of this poft, and of the fuppofed fuperiority 
of force for its defence, that the retreat without rifking an 
action, could not fail of drawing on him the execration of 
the multitude. To ftand ftill, and, by fuffering himlelf to be 
furrounded, to rifk his whole army for a fingle poft, was 
contrary to the true intereft of the States, In this trying 
fituation, with the unanimous approbation of a council of 
war, he adopted the refolution of facrificing perfonal repu- 
tion to fave his army. In confequence of this determination, 
the retreating army embarked as much of their baggage and 
flores as they had any prolpett of faving, on board batteaux, 
and difpatched them, under the convoy of five armed gallies, 
to Skenefborough, The army took the Caftle-Town road, 


in order to reach Skenefborough by land, The dawn of day, 
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on the 6th of July, difcovered this retreat. The Britifh im. 
mediately began removing the immenfe work of framed tim. 
ber {unk in the water, and, after having cleared their way, 
purfued the Americans with a brigade of gun-boats, They 
€ame up with them near the falls of Skenefborough, engaged 
and captured fome of the largeft gallics, obliging the Ameri- 
cans to fet the others on fire, together with a confiderable 
number of their batteaux. The grand divifion of the army 
under General Burgoyne, in gun-boats and two frigates, 
followed and landed at South Bay. The Americans, after 
fetting fire to their works, left Skenefborough. Gen. Fra- 
fer, at the head of the advanced corps, preffed hard upon 
the rear of that divifion of the Americans which had tzken 
the route of Hubberton, and which he overtook at five 
o’clock on the morning of the 6th of July. He attacked 
the Americans, who maintained their poft with great refolu- 
tion. 

Viétory for along time was doubtful, but the arrival of a 
reinforcement under the German General Riedefel decided 
the fate of the day. The Americans, after fuftaining confi- 
derable lofs, were obliged to give way. 

The deftro€&ion of the gallies and batteaux of the Ameri- 
cans, and the defeat of their rear, obliged General St. Clair 
to turn off from Caflleton to the left, fearful of being inter. 
cepted at Fort Anne, Afiera diftrefling march of feven 
days, he joined General Schuyler at Fort Edward. In the 
mean time a party of the Americans took the road by Wood 
Creck, in order to proceed beyoud Fort Anne. The ninth 
regiment of the Britifh having been detached to take pot 
near that fort, overtook them. A warm engagement imme- 
diately commenced, which, with various fuccefs, lafted 
above two hours, but at laft the Americans, after fetting fire 
to Fort Anne, were obliged to retreat io Fort Edward, The 
combined ftrength of this place did not exceed four thou- 
fand four hundred men, including militia, 

The artillery loft, by the evacuation of the northern potts, 
and taken or deftroyed in the armed veffels at Skenefborough, 
amounted to 128 pieces, ‘The lofs of provifions was alle 
very confiderable, 

Such was the rapid torrent of fuccefs, which in this pert- 
ol of the campaign {wept away all oppofition from before 
the Royalarmy, They were highly clated with their good 
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fortune; confidered their toils tobe nearly at anend; Alba- 
ny to be within their grafp, and the conqueft of the adjacent 
provinces reduced to a certainty. Before we proceed, it 
may not be improper to relate here a well contrived ftrata- 
gem. General Schuyler took out of a canteen, with a falle 
bottom, a letter from a perfon in the intereft of the Ameri- 
cans to Gen. Sullivan, and prepared an anfwer to it, drawn 
up in fuch a ftrain as to perplex and diftra& Gen. Burgoyne, 
and leave him in doubt what courle to follow. ‘This letter, 
which fell, as was intended, into the Britifh General’s hands, 
had the defired effe&t; for he was completely duped and puz- 
zled by it for feveral days, and at a lols whether to advance 
or retreat, 

Gencral Burgoyne, after remaining fome days at Skenef- 
borough, left that place with an intention of taking the road 
that leads to Hudfon’s river, and thence to Albany, in order 
to open a communication with Lake George, on which he 
had embarked the heavy artillery and baggage. In this un- 
dertaking the difficulties which the royal army had to en- 
counter were infinite;* but all obftacles were furmounted fo 
that after making every exertion poffible, it reached Fort 
Edward, on Hudion’s river, the geth of July. 

Gen, Schuyler, who at this time commanded the Northern 
American army, had pofted himlelf, immediately after the 
affair of Hubberton, as already obferved, at Fort Edward, 
On the advance of the Britifh army he retreated down 
Hudfon’s river to Saratoga, where he iffued a proclamation 
calculated to counteraé the effe& intended to be produced 
by the manifefto publifhed by Gen Burgoyne. 

While the Britifh were retarded in their advance by the 
combined difficulties of nature and of art, events took place, 
which proved the wifdom and propriety of the retreat from 
Ticonderoga, The army faved by that means, was between 
te inhabitants and Gen. Burgoyne ; this abated the pantie of 
tic people, and became a center of rendezvous for them to 


* This general has, with much reafon, been blamed for adopting 

theele and tardy mode of condudt; bv retnrning to Ticonderops, 

end embarking again on Lake Gec rpe, he might have eafhi'y proce aged 

to Fot George, where there was a waggon road t© the place of hi: det 
tuauon, Fort Edwaid, 
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repair to: On the other hand, had they ftood their ground 
at Ticonderoga, they mult in the ordinary courfe of events, 





in a fhort time, either have been cut in pieces, or furrender. 
ed themfelves prifoners of war, 

While danger was remote, the prefling calls of Congrefs 
for the inhabitants to be in readinefs to oppofe a diftant foe 
were unavailing; but no fooner had they recovered from 
the firft impreilion of the general panic, than they turned out 
with an unexampled alacrity. 

Where the Mohawk falls into the Hudfon’s river about 
8 miles from Albany, is an I{land in the thape of a half 
moon, called Stillwater, On this place General Schuyler, 
pofted his army, in order to check the progrefs of Col, St, 
Leger, who, as already obferved, had been detached by the 
way of Lake Ontario and the Mohawk river, to make a di- 
verfion in favour of the main army of the Britifh. Gen, 
Burgoyne ftill remained in the neighbourhood of Fort Ed. 
ward, where on account of the difliculty of bringing the 
ftores from Fort Edward to Hucton’s river, his army began 
to experience great hardfhips. At this juncture he recei- 
ved intelligence that Col, St. Leger had advanced up the 
St. Lawrence, and had commenced his operations again! 
Stanwix, a Fort fituate on a rifing ground at the upper end 
of the Mohawk river. Gen, Burgoyne faw the neceflity of 
co-operating with Col, St. Leger, and of making a rapid 
movement forward. The only difficulty was the want of 
provifions ; and this it was propofed to remedy by reducing 
the American magazine at Bennington, a place about 20 miles 
from Hudfon’s river. On this expedition the German Col, 
Baum, was dilpatched with about fix hundied men, moflly 
Germans, including a detachment of Riedelei’s dragoons, On 
the frit day Baum, furprifed a body of the Americans who 
had alfembled for the purpofe of oppofing the progrefs of 
his detachment, On the fecond day's march he captured 
fome cattle, and routed a {mall party of the Americans near 
a village called Cambridge. Here Baum was informed that 
the Americans were aflembled from New-Hampfhire, and 
ihe borders of Connetticut, forthe defence of Bennington 
He halted at Walloon Creck, and tranfmitted this intellr 
gence to Gen, Burgoyne, who fent a detachment of five 
hundred Germans uader the command of Col, Breymaa te 


his ailiitance, 
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The American General Starke, with a body of one thow- 
fand men from New-Hampfhire and Mafflachufetts, was at 
this period on his route to join Gen, Schuyler, Having 
received intelligence, however, of the approach of Colonet 
um, he altered his courfe and haftened towards Benning- 








n, where joining the continental troops under Colonel 
Warner, he fet out onthe fixteenth of Auguft, and by ten 
«’ clock in the morning, furrounded Col, Baum, at St. Co- 

’s mill, on Walloon creck. The Americans commenced 
3 furtous attack on all fides, and forced their adverfaries to 
retreat into the woods, leaving their commander mortally 
wounded on the field of battle, The favages who had ac- 
companied Baum, retreated at the commencement of the en- 
gigement. Flufhed with this viétory, the Americans advan- 
ced againft the detachment under Colonel Breyman, who ig. 
norant of Baum’s defeat, was advancing to his relief; but 
the obftacles which the roads prefented, had retarded their 
progrels, Breyman came up juft in time to join the fuga- 

of Baum’s detachment. The Americans began a vi- 
gorous atteck on him and forced him to retreat. The lofs of 
the Britthh in thefe two aétions, amounted to about 700 kil- 

wounded and taken prifoners, They alfo loft four 
brafs held pieces, and four ammunition waggons, The lofs 
of the Americans, inclufive of their wounded, was about 
100 men, 

Immediately after the defeat of Col. Baum, the royal ar- 
my, which had advanced to Saratoga, drew back. In the 
mean time Col, St. Leger had commenced his attack upon 
Fort Stanwix, a fmall fquare log fort, with four baftions and 
a ftockaded covered way, without any other out-works, It 
was defended by Colonels Ganfevert and Willet, and joo 
men, Col. St. Leger had received intelligence that one thou- 
find Americans, under the command of General Harkimer, 
were advancing to the relief of the fort. He therefore dif- 
patched a party of regulars, and a number of favages into the 
woods, to lay in ambufh, The Americans advanced incau- 
tiouly. An unexpeéted fire was poured upon them from 
behind trees and bufhes, and the favages rufhing from their 
concealment, made a dreadful flaughter, The Americans, 


though lurprized, did not retreat precipitately, but recover- 
cla rifling ground, which enabled them, by a kind of run- 
sht, to preferve part of their detachment. The be- 


eta 


' , , 
ng informed of Harkune:’s approach, made a tally 
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PLAN or Tue POSITION which the ARMY under 1? GEN“ BURGOINE. took at SARATOGA 
on the 10% of September 1777 and inwhichit remained till the ConVENTION was figned. 











a“ 


2 Comps of Riftemen 
2: =< 


! 2° ‘ ; ome 


7 














“<0” . 2 

er a EER CT ee eren ee : 

J PERE AEE eS at athatien S$ a ee 
ga ‘a we 


at CH = ; 5 an i 





_~ ys ee ee. ee ali 
2°22) ee | ee 
ate "A Kuk ’ » goae’ Amervcdns under |) Gan! 






























Soe. Sa ~ 


oa 
te 


= 


er 


256 MILITARY REPOSITORY, 
ee 

under Col. Willet, which was attended with fome fuccefs, 
Having received, however, intelligence of the defeat of 
Harkimer, he and another officer undertook a very perilous 
expedition, They penetrated, during night, through the 
camp of the befiegers, and traverfed a {pace of fifty miles, 
through deferts, woods and morafles, in order to bring relief 
to the fort. The befieged treated every propofal for a fur. 
render with contempt. Col, St. Leger received information 
that General Arnold, with 2000 men, and ten pieces of can- 
non, was advancing rapidly to raife the hege. This pro. 
duced an immediate effe& on the favages. A large party of 
them departed, which made an immediate retreat neceflary, 
The tents were left ftanding, and the artillery and flores fell 
in‘o the poifeflion of the garrifon, General Arnold had ad. 
vanced up the Mohawk river; but, in order to arrive more 
{peedily at the place of his deftination, he had left the main 
body, and moved rapidly forward with a body of about goo 
men, He arrived at the fort two days after the fiege had 
been railed, His affiftance being now unneceflary, he re. 
turned with his army to reinforce General Gates, who hada 
fhort time before taken the command of the American army 





in the north. 

The arrival of General Gates at the army had given frehh 
vigour to the exertions of the inhabitants, The militia, 
flufhed with their recent victory at Bennington, colleéed in 
great numbers to his ftandard. A {pirit of adventure burt 
forth in many different points of dire€&tion, While General 
Burgoyne was urging his preparations for advancing towards 
Albany, an enterprize was undertaken (Sept. 13) by Gen, 
Lincoln, to recover Ticonderog: and the other pofts in the 
rear of the Britifh army. He detached Col. Brown, with 
500 men, to the landing at Lake George. The Colonel con- 
du&ed his operations with fo much addrefs, that he furprized 
all the out-polts between the lanuing at the north end of Lake 
George, and the body of the Fort of Ticonderoga, He alfo 
took Mount Defiance and Mount Hope, the French lines, 
and a block-houfe, 200 baiteaux, {fcveral gun-boats, and an 
armed floop, together with 299 priioners. However, Col, 
Brown and Col. Johnfon, the latter of whom had been de- 
tached with 500 men to attempt Mount Independence, found 
that the reduétion of either tha: poft or of Bisondoregn, was 
beyond their ability, 
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ACTION AT SFILLWATER, 


Ccureeat. Burgoyne having at laft colle&ed about thirty 
days proviftons, and a bridge of boats being con{tru@ed in 
lieu of the bridge of rafts which had been carried away by 
inceflant rains, his whole army crofled Hudfon’s river on 
the 1gth and 14th of September, and encamped on the 
heights and plains of Saratoga, with a vaft train of. artillery, 
On the nineteenth of September, they advanced in front of 
the Americans at Stillwater. Their right wing was come 
| manded by General Burgoyne, and covered by Gen. Frafer 
and Col. Breyman, with the grenadiers and light infantry, 
who were pofted along fome high grounds on the right, 
Their front and flanks were covered by Indians, Provincials, 
and Canadians. Their left wing and artillery were com- 
manded by Generals Philips.and Reidefel, who proceeded 
along the great road. The nature of the ccuntry preventing 
the Americans from beholding the different movements of 
the Britifh army, they detacheda body of five thouland men 
to attempt turning the right wing, and attacking Gen. Bur- 
goyne in the rear, Being checked in their defign by General 
Frafer, they made a rapid movement, which the peculmr 
fituation of the country prevented from being diicovered, 
end advanced to attack the Britifh line on the right. The 
engagement begam at three o'clock in the afternoon of the 
igth of September, and continued ull after fun-fet. The 
confliét was.only partial for an hour and a half, but then ic 
became general, A conftant blaze of fire was kept up, and 
both armies feemed to be determined on death or victory. 

The Americans were ledto the battle by General Arnold, 
who diftinguifhed himlelf in an extraordinary manner. 

As day light clofed, the Americans retired, leaving the 
Britith mafters of the field of battle, The Britifh loft up- 
wards of 500 men, including their killed, wouaded and pri- 
loners, ‘The Americans, inclulive ef.the miiling,. loft 3:9. 

No folid advantages, however, refulted to the British 
troops from this encounter.. ‘The condué of the Americans 
had fully convinced every one that they were able to fultain 
mm attack in open plains with the intrepidity, the fpirit and 
tae coolneis of veterans,. Forfour hours they maintained a 


conteit hand in- hand, and whea they reiired, i¢ was nut be- 
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caufe they were conquered, but becaufe the approach of 
night made a retreat to their camp, abfolutely neceflary, 

This a€tion though it decided nothing, was followed by 
important confequences, Of thefe one was the diminution 
of the zeal of the Indians inthe Britifh army. Fidelity and 
honour are but feeble motives in the minds of Savages, 
They had been dilappointed in their hopes cf plunder, and 
the check which the Englifh had received at Bennington 
and Fort Stanwix, had chilled that ardour which they had 
at firft manifefted. They deferted Gen. Burgoyne in the 
feafon when their aid would have been moft ufeful. Very 
little more perfeverance was exhibited by the Canadians and 
other Britifh provincials, They alfo abandoned the Britith 
ftandard, when they found, that inftead of a flying and dif. 
pirited enemy, they hada numerousand refolute force oppo- 


ied to them. 
Both armies lay in fight of each other for fome time, each 


fortifying their camp, in the ftrongeft manner poffible. This 
delay was extremely beneficial to the Americans, in as much 
as itenabled them to increafe the number of men, and to 
obtain a powerful reinforcement of ftores and provifions, 
from the Southern States. 

From the commencement of the expedition, Gen. Bur- 
goyne had promifed himfelf a ftrong reinforcement from 
that part of the Britifh army, which was ftationed at New- 
York, He depended on its being able to force its way to Al- 
bany, and to join him there, or inthe vicinity. With this 
expectation he had croffed Hudion’s river and given up 
all communication with the lakes, 

Such a diverfion was indeed made about this time. Sir 
Henery Clinton conduéted an expedition upon the Hud- 
fon’s river. This confifted of about gooo men, and was ac: 
companied by a fuitable naval force. They reduced the 
Forts, Clinton and Montgomery, in the lower parts of Hud- 
fon’s river. The Americans deftroyed Fort Conftitution, 
and fet fire to two new frigates, and fome other vefiels. 
Inftead of pufhing forward to Burgoyne’s encampment or 
even to Albany, the Britifh {pent feveral days in laying 
wafte the adjacent country. Gen. Tryon, deftroyed a fettle- 
ment called Continental Village, which contained barracks 
for 1500 men. Sir James Wallace, witha flying {quad- 
ron of light frigates, and Gen, Vaughan, with a detachment 
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ef land forces, continued on and near the river for feveral 
days, defolating the country near its margin; Gen, Vaughan 
fo completely burned Efopus, a fine flourifhing village, 
that a fingle houfe was not left ftanding, though on his ap- 
proach the Americans had left the town, without making any 
refiltance, Whilethe Britifh by thefe wanton devatftations, 
were doing mifchief to individuals without ferving the caufe 
of their royal mafter, they loft the precious time to bring 
Gen, Gates’s army, by pufhing forward, between two fires, 
General Burgoyne’s difliculties began to increafe daily. 
The Americans had augmented their ftrength in fuch a man- 
ner as to render him dithdent of the poflibility of making 
good his retreat. His army was reduced to little more than 
5000 men, who were limited to half the ufual allowance of 
provifions. The ftock of forage was entirely exhaulted, 
and the horfes were perifhing in great numbers for the want 
of it. In addition to thele circumitances, General Burgoyne 
had yet received no intelligence of the approach of General 
Clinton, or of the diverfion which was to be made. Envi- 
roned thus by difficulty and danger, he refolved to try the 
dilpofition of the Americans, to examine the pothibility of 
advancing, and of diflodging them from their pofts on the 
left, which would enable him to adopt the melancholy re- 
fuurce of retreating to the lakes. Purfuant to this determina- 
tion, he detached a body of fifteen hundred men, which he 
headed himfelf, being attended by Generals Philips, Riede- 
fel, and Frafer, The Britifh camp was defended on the 
high grounds by Generals Hamilton and Specht ; and the re- 
doubts and parts adjacent to the river by brigadier Gell. This 
detachment had fearce formed, within leis than half a mile 
of the American entrenchments, when the Americans made 
a furious attack on their left, where the grenadiers were 
potted, The Americans allio made a movement round the 
right of the Britifh, to prevent their retreat; but the Britifh 
light infautry and the 24th regiment inftantly formed, in 
order to fruftrate the intentions of the Americans, 
Pac Britifh left wing in the mean time, was obliged 
to retreat, and would inevitably have been cut to pieces, 
if for the intervention of their light infantry, and the 
‘aty-fourth regiment, ‘The whole detachment was now 
under the necefliry of retiring; with the lols of hx pieces 
of artillery, Scarce had the Britifh troops entered their 
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Sinie when they were again impetuoufly attacked by the 
Arncricans, who, notwithftanding a moft heavy fire, began 
a furious affault upon their intrenchments, They were led 
by Gen. Arnold, who attacked Lord Balcarra’s light infin. 
try with great eagernefs, The refiftance was firm, arid the 
cngagement for a long while doubtful. A wound Which 
Arnold received, at length gave the vi€tory to the Englith, 
and the Ainericans were repulied from this quarter. In 
another however, they were more fucce(sful. ‘ The intrench- 
ments defended by the German troops under Colonel Brey. 
man were carried {wordin hand, The Colonel was killed, 
and his troops retreated, with the lois of all their baggage, 
artillery, &c. Night clofed the dreadful fcene. The Britifh 
officers fuffered this day more than their common proportion, 
Among their flain, were Gen. Frafer, Colonel Breyman; 
ani feveral other officers of note, befide a confiderable num- 
ber of wounded. The Americans took upwards of ‘two 
hundred officers and privates prifoners, befides pine pieces of 
brals wrtillery ; and the encampment of the German brigade 
with eli their equipage. But what was of the greateft con- 
fequence, they obtained from the fpoils of the field, a 
large fupply of ammunition, under a f{carcity of which they 
haa k ng laboured. 

Geueril Burgoyne was now moft critically fituated;’ he 
coul.! not ‘continue in his prefent pofition without a cer 
toin v_ of deftru€tion; he therefore refolved to make 2 to- 
tal and immediate change of pofition. With’ great feerecy 
and filence the whole army remov ed, with all their baggage 
and artillery to the heights above the’ hofpital during’ the 
night, This movement reduced the Americans to the necef- 
{itv of making a new dilpofition, On the fucceeding day, 
the eghth of o€tober, the Britifh made feveral attempts to 
induce the Americans to hazard a battle. They were howe- 
ver ineffeGual, and the whole day was occupied in continu 
ed fkir nithes, 

The Americans had refufed to hazard a battle becaufé they 
‘ring to carry meafures into execution which 





were prep 
would have immediately completed the ruin of the ‘Britith 
army. Thele wereto turn General Burgoyne’s right, which 
if cffeed would have encloted him on all fides, The Bri- 
tifh General, however dilcovered thefe intentions before 


they were carried into execution, An inftant retreat there 
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fore to Saratoga was now the only alternative left, which 
was effe&ted without any obftruétion on ‘the part off the 
Americans, but it was inpoffible to carry off the fick and 
wounded frém the hofpital. ‘General Gatés, however, b& 
behaved with his wonted humanity, and the unforturmate 





tenants of the hofpital were ‘treated witir all imaginable ten- 
dernéfs, When the Brinth arrived at the fords of Fithkill 
Creek, which is fomewhat towards the northward of Sarato- 
g?, they found the watchful Americans ‘already oecupyin 
them, but on the approach of the retreating army, they reti 
red over the river Hudfon,to a larger force, which had 
been detached thither to obftru€ the paffage of the — 
troops. 

An attempt was now made to retreat ‘to Fort nit 
Gen. Burgoyne detached a body of artificers under a ftrong 
e(cort before the army, in order to repair: the bridges; and 
open the road to Fort Edward, The appearance of the 
Americans, however prevented the artificers from efieGing 
their purpofe, and they were under the neceflity of making 
a precipitate retreat, cn account of the defertion of their ef 
cort. The Americans ftretching along the farther fhore, of 
the river Hudfon, annoyed the batteaux of the royal army 
in fuch a manner, that they were ferced to’ land the! provi 
fions and convoy them to the camp up a fteep hill ;'the 
Americans pouring, during the whole time;'a mot tremen- 
dous fire on the men employed in this fervice, > Surrounded 
in this manner by deftruétion, Gtn, Burgoyne telolved to 
attempt a retreat by night to Fort Edward, each foldter‘cars 
rying his provifions on his back.’ "Their attillery was tovbe 
left behind. But even’ this fad alternative’ was rendered 
impratticable. While the Britifh army were preparing te 
march, they received information that their enemies had al- 
ready poffeffed themfelves of the road té Foft Edward, and 
that they were well provided with artillery.’ 

The fituation of ‘the royal army had now! httained the ctv 
max of difficulty and danger, Abandoned ‘in the moft ctiti- 
cal moment, ‘by their Indian allies,’ unfiipported by their 
brethren in New-York, enervatéd by inceMfant toil, end 
greatly reduced in their numbers by repeated battles, they 
were invefted by a numerous atmy, without a poflibility of 
retreat, or of proturing provifions,- A eontinual camonade 
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pervaded their camp, and rifle and grape fhot fell in many 
parts of their lines. 

Every hope of relief being now at an end, on the 13th of 
O@ober, 1777, General Burgoyne ordered an exaét ftatement 
to be made of the ftock of provifions, which was found not 
to exceed feven or eight days fubitftence for the troops. The 
Britifh General inftantly called a council of war, at which 
not only field officers, but every Captain, was ordered to af. 
fit, Their unanimous opinion was, that their prefent fitua. 
tion juftified a capitulation on honourable terms, 

After various meflages between General Burgoyneand Ge. 
neral Gates, the fubfequent articles of Convention were fet. 
tled, 

1. The troops under Lieut. General Burgoyne to march 
eut of their camp with the honours of war, and the artillery 
of the intrenchments to the verge of the river where the old 
fort ftood, where the arms and artillery are to be left. The 
arms to be piled by word of command from their own officers, 

2. A free paffage to to be granted to the army under Lieut, 
General Burgoyne to Great-Britain, upon condition of not 
ferving again in North-America during the prefent contelt; 
and the port of Botton to be affigned for the entry of tranf- 
ports, to receive the troops, whenever General Howe ihall 
Jo order. 

g. Should any cartel take place, by which the army un- 
der Lieut. General Burgoyne, or any part of it, may be ex. 
changed, the foregoing article to be void, as far as fuch 


exchange fhall be made. 
4- The army under Lieut, General Burgoyne is to march 


to Maffachuletts Bay, by the eafieft and moft expeditious and 
convenient route; and to be quartered in, near, or as conves 
nient as poflible to Bofton, that the march of the troops may 
not be delayed when tran{ports arrive to receive them, 

5. The troops to be fupplied on the march, and during 
their being in quarters, with provifions, by Major General 
Gates’s orders, at the fame rate of rations as the troops of 
his own army; and, if poflible, the officers, horfes, and 
cattle are to be fupplied with forage at the ufual rates, 

6. All officers to retain their carriages, bat-horfes, and 
other cattle, and no baggageto be moleited or fearched ; Lt, 
General Burgoyne giving his honor, that there are no pub- 
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tic flores contained therein. Major General Gates will of 
courle take the neceffary meafures for the due performance 
of this article: fhould any carriages be wanted during the 
march, for the tran{portation of officers baggage, they are, 
if poflible, to be fupplied by the country at the ufual rates, 

7. Upon the march, and during the time the army fhall 
remain in quarters, in the Maflachufett’s-Bay, the officers 
are not, as far as circumftances will admit, to be feparated 
from their men, The officers are to be quartered according 
to their rank, and are not to be hindered from affembling 
their men for roll-callings, and other neceflary purpofes of 
regularity. 

8. All corps whatever of Lieut. Gen, Burgoyne’s army, 
whether compoled of failors, batteaux-men, artificers, drivers, 
independent companies, and followers of the army, of what- 
ever country, fhall be included in the fulleft fenfe and utmoft 
extent of the above articles, and comprehended in every re- 
fpe@ as Britifh fh bjeés, 

All Canadians, and perfons belonging to the Canadi- 
hment, confifting of failors, batteaux-men, artificers, 


bade ike 


drivers, independent companies, and many other followers 

he army, who come under no particular de{cription, are 

be permitted to return there: they are to be condutted 
immediately, by the fhorteft route to the firlt Britifh poft on 
Lake George, are to be fupplied with provifions in the fame 
manner as the other troops, and to be bound by the fame con- 
dition of not ferving during the prefent conteft in North- 
America. 

Paffports to be immediately granted for three officers, 
not exceeding the rank of Captains, who fhall be appointed 
by Lieut. General Burgoyne, tocarry difpatches to Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, Sir Guy Carleton, and to Great-Britain by the 
way of New-York ; and Major General Gates engages the 
public faith, that thefe difpatches fhall not be opened, Thefe 
officers are to fet out immediately after receiving their dif- 
atches, and are to travel by the fhorteft route, and in the 


wel 


c 


molt expeditious manner, 


11, During the ftay of the troops in the Maffachufetts. 
Bay, the officers are to be admitted on parole, and are to be 


permitted to wear their fide arms. 
12, Should the army under Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne find 


ut necefiary to fend for their clothing and other boggage from 
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Canada, they are to be permitted to do it in the moft convey 
nient manner, and neceflary paflports to be granted for that 
purpole. 

13. Thefe articles are to be mutually figned and exchang, 
ed to-morrow morning at nine o'clock ; and the troops un 
der Lieut, Gen. Burgoyne,are to march out of their entrench. 
ments at three o'clock in the afternoon. 

Hoaatio Gates, Major-General, 


“To prevent any doubts that might arife from Lt. Gen. Bur. 
goyne’s name not being mentioned in the above treaty, Ma. 
jor General Gates hereby declares, that he is underftood to 
be comprehended in it, as fully as if his name had been [pe 


cifically mentioned, 
Horatio Garzs, 
Camp at Saratoga, 


Oétober 16, 2777. 


The number of men who furrendered, amounted, includ 
ing Canadians and Britifh Provincials, to near fix thouland, 
The fick and wounded in the hofpitals amounted to fix hun. 


dred; and it was computed that their lofs in killed, taken, 


and deferted, fubfequent to the capture of Ticonderoga, was 
near three thoufand men, The ftores which the Americans 
acquired were confiderable. The captured artillery confifted 
of 95 brafs field-pieces. ‘There were allo 4647 mufkews, and 
a variety of other ufeful and much wanted articles, which fell 
into their hands... ‘The Continentals in Gen. Gates’s army 
were 9093, the militia 4100; the number of militia, howe 
ver, was conftantly fluctuating. 

Such was the melancholy event of a campaign from which 
the Britith expeéted the moft important benefits, The cap- 
ture of General Burgoyne was the hinge on which the revo- 
lution turned. While it encouraged the perfeverance of the 
Americans by well grounded hopes of final fuccefs, it en- 
creafed the embarraflments of that Miniftry which had fo in- 
effeftually laboured to compel their fubmitlion, 

In a fhort time after the Convention was figned, General 
Gates moved forward to ftop the devaftations of the Britifh 
on the North river. But on hearing ef the fate of Burgoyne, 
Vaughan and Waliace retired to New-York. 

Immediately after the furrender of the troops, commanded 
by General Burgoyne, they were maiched to the vicinity of 
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Rofton. From the general unwillingnefs of the people to 
oblige them, it was impoffible to provide immediately for fo 


a 


large a number of officers and foldiers, in fuch a manner as 
from the afticles of the Convention they might realonably 
expe&. The officers remonftrated to General Burgoyne, 
that fix or feven were crowded together in one room, with- 
out any regard to their refpe€tive ranks, in violation of the 
nth article of the convention, Gen. Burgoyne forwarded 
this account to General Gates, and added, * the public faith 
is broken.” This letter corroborated an apprehenfion, pre- 
vioully entertained, that the captured troops, on their em- 
barkation, would make a junétion with the Britifh garrifons 
in America, The declaration of the General, that “ the 
public faith was broken” while in the power of Congrefs, 
was confidered by them as deftroying the fecurity which 
they before had in his perional honour: for in every event 
he might adduce his previous notice to juftify his future con- 
du&, They therefore refolved, “ That the embarkation of 
General Burgoyne and the troops under his command, be 
pottponed till a diftinét and explicit ratification of the Con- 
vention of Saratoga be properly notified by the Court of 
Great-Britain to Congreis, 


i 





EVROPEAN PROCEEDINGS CONNECTED WITH THE 





AME* 


RICAN REVOLUTION, 


Tae confequences which the capture of Burgoyne’s army 
produced in Europe were of great moment, In Great Bri- 
tain the molt fanguine expectations had been raiied from the 
Canada expedition, the rapid fuccefs of which, in its firft fta- 
ges feeming to promife the moit fortunate iflue. A junétion 
of the northern army with that of New-York was coufideut- 
ly expeéted ; it was hoped that by this jun@ion a decifive 
blow would be given to the rebellion, by cutting off the 
northern from the middle and fouthern ftates, The Britith 
nation, elevated with fuch hopes, and encouraged to chevifh 
them by the firft intelligence from Canada which brought an 
account of the almoft inftantaneous redu@ion of Ticonde- 
roga, and the deftruétion or capture of the American naval 
force in the Lake Champlain, fuffered proportionate difap- 
pouatment upoa hearing of the ultimate failure of the cx- 
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pedition, and the total lofs of the army, But if the difgp. 


pointment of the Britifh nation was great, that of the mini. 
ftry was ftill greater ; and ina fitof deipondency it would 
feem, they determined, for the fake of peace, and of getting 
rid of a troublefome and expenfive war, to give up every 
thing for which they had orginally contended, To the 
furprize of all and to the no {mall mortification of thole who 
had hitherto zealoufly fupported the meafures of admi. 
niftration, the minifter in the month of February 1778, intro. 
duced two bills into the Houle of Commons, which were 
pafied through both houles of parliament with great difpatch, 
and received the royal affent on the itth of March, By 
the firft of thefe the duty payable on tea imported into 
America, which was the original caufe of difpute, wa 
repealed and a legiflative declaration was made, that the 
King and parliament of Great Britain would not in future 
Eh! impole any tax or duty whatfoever payable in the colonies, 
: except only juch as fhould be necefflary for the regulation of 
; trade, and in fuch cafe that the nett produce of the duty fo 

P impofed fhould be applied to the particular ufe of that colo- 
ny in which it fhould be colle&ed in the fame manneras 
other duties colleéted under the authority of the affemblies, 
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5. q : By the other of thefe a€ts, authority was given to the King 
it to appoint commillfioners with full powers to treat, confult 
L , and agree, with any aflemblies of men whatfoever in America 
1h } and even with individuals, concerning any grievances exit. 


ing in the goverment of any of the colonies; or in the laws 
of Great Britain extending to them, concerning any contri- 


ve bution to be furnifhed by the colonies, and concerning any 
ih e other regulations which might be for the common good of 
: both countries; with a provifo, however, that fuch agree. 
fy iL ment fhould not be binding until ratified by parliament, But 
WW in the following inftances the commiffioners were to be ine 
p vefted with ablolute power, exercifeable however, accord 
ing to their diicretion, for proclaming a ceffation of hol- 
tilities by fea and land, for opening an intercourfe with the 
if | mother country, for fufpending the operations of all atts of 
, te parliament relating to the North American colonies, paffed, 
’ fince the tenth of February 1763, and for granting pardons 

ft 7 to all deicriptions of perions, 


‘This moment of defpondency, humiliation, and debafement 


was {cized by the court of Verfailics, to give a fatal blow 
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the over grown power of her rival, Ever fince the com- 
mencement of the revolution the Americans had been encou- 
raged in their oppofition to Great Britain, by fecret affuran- 
ces of affiftance from the court of France, and by fupplies 
of money, arms, and ammunition, clandeftinely conveyed to 
them. The French were in the mean time making prepara- 
tions; and their original defign was, probably, to abftain 
from an open declaration, until Great Britain and the Ame- 
rican States had mutually weakened each other in their ci- 
vil contention, But the dilafler which happened to Gen, 
Burgoyne’s army, and the confequent conciliatory meafures 
about to be adopted by the Britifh cabinet, at laft obliged 
them tothrow of the mafque. They knew that the Ameri- 
cans, notwithftanding their fuccefs at S:ratoga, ftill labour 
ed under very great difficulties; and that for want of in- 
ternal refources, whilft their forcign trade was almolt anni. 
hilated by the Britifh cruifers, it was impoflible for them, 
without affiftance to keep a refpeftable army in the field, 
for any length of time; and they dreaded, left under fuch 
unpromifing circumftances, they fhould be induced to ac- 
cept the terms which they knew were to be offered to them, 
To prevent this, and to defeat the effe& of the conciliatory 
meafures about to be adopted by the Britifh cabinet, two trea- 
ties were now entered into between the French King and 
the Thirteen United States; one of commerce, and another 
of defenfive alliance ; which were finally figned at. Paris, 
the 6th of February 1778, by the Chevalier Gerard, in be- 
half of the French King, and by Dr. Franklin, Silas Deane, 
and Arthur Lee, in behalf of the American States, The 
firt of thefe, as its title imports, was intended to regulate the 
commerce to be carried on between the countries of the con- 
trating parties; and the principal objeét of the other was 
to lecure the fovereignty and independence of the colonies; 
it being ftipulated, that if a war in confequence of this treaty 
fhould break out between Great Britain and France the two 
contracting parties fhould mutually affift each other, according 
to their power and ability, and that peace fhould not be made 
without the confent of both, nor until the fovereignty and 
independence of the colonies, both in matters of govern- 
ment and commerce, fhould be exprefsly or tacitly acknow- 


ledged by the King of Great Britain, 
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Intelligence of the engagements between France and Ame. 
rica was quic kly tranf{mitted by the Britifh Ambaffador at Pa. 
ris, Lord Stormont, to the Britifh miniftry ; and this was the 
caufe why the conciliatory bills were paffed with fo much dif. 
patch through the two he nifes of parliament, It was hoped that 
they might reach America, before the Congrefs had received 
iniclligence of what had been done in France, and, that they 
might be apprifed of what was intended, even before it was 
compleaied, rough drafts of the bills, as foon as they were 
introduced into parliament, were immediately difpatched to 
the Britifh commander in chief in America, to be forward. 
ed to Congrefs, On their arrival in America, they were 
fent to Congrels then at York-Town, When they were re- 
ceived, on the aift of April, Congrefs was uninformed of 
the treaty which their deputies had lately concluded at Pa- 
ris. A committee was appointed to examine theie bills and 
report on them, Their report was brought in the day fol- 
lowing and adopted, The Britifh plan for conciliation be. 
ing wholly founded on the idea of the fates returning to 
their allegiance, it was utterly reje&led, The Britith com. 
miflioners for peace, who fometime after arrived in Ame. 
rica, were not more fuccefsful, They received an anfwer 
of Congrels, which fhewed that all negociation, except upon 
the ground of acknowledging their independence, would be 
unavailing, and that nothing but conqueft could reunite the 
colonies to the Britifh Empire. 

Ox the 2d of May, Silas Deanearrived at York Town, with 
copies of the treaties already mentioned, entered into by the 
French Kirg and the American Plenipotentiaries which were 
received with heartfelt joy. 

Somewhat more than a month previous to the failing of the 
Briuth commiifioners, the French ambaffador, by order of his 
court formally notified to ‘hat of London, the nature of the 
engagements entered into between his fovereign and the Uni- 
ted States of America, and fome days after quitted London, and 
returned to France, about the fame time that the Britifh Am- 
baflador quitted Paris, This notification was confidered a 
amounting to a declaration of war, and although war was not 
aftually declared both kingdoms rigoroufly prepared for open 
boltil:ties. 

We now return to the two armies which we left towards 
the cloic of the prefent campaign in Penn(ylvania. 


€o 


mar 
fion 
try, 


defi 


Brit 





MILITARY REPOSITORY. 26g 


ee 

General Wafhington, foon after the {urrender of the Brit- 
j{fh northern army, received a confiderable reinforcement from 
the army under the command of General Gates, With this 
increaled force he took a pofition near White Marfh, which 
jn a military point of view was admirable, On the 4th of 
December, General Howe, who had new enterprizes in view, 
marched out of Philadelphia with almoft his whole force, 
expecting to bring on a general engagement, He marched to 
the sight of the Americans, and made every appearance of an 
intention to attack the American camp. Several days paffed 
away, during which fome fkirmifhes took place. A gencral 
ation was hourly expe&ed, but after various marches and 
counter-marches, the Britifh Gled off from their right, in 
full march for Philadelphia, Soon after thefe events, Gen. 
Smallwood, with a corps, was pofted at Wilmington, on the 
banks of the Delaware, and General Wafhington, with the 
main army, retired to winter quarters at Valley Forge, fix 
teen miles diftunt from Philadelphia. This pofition was pre- 
ferred to diftant and more comfortable villages, as being cal- 
culated to give the moft extenfive fecurity to the country ad- 
jacent to Philadelphia. Some hundreds of the Americans 
were without fhoes, ftockings, or blankets. Whilft the 
Britith enjoyed all the conveniences which an opulent city 
afforded, the former had to fit down in a wood, in the latter 
end of Dece:nber, aud to build huts for their accommodation, 
The cheerfulnefs with which the General and his army fub- 
mitted to {pend a fevere winter in fuch circumftances rather 
than leave the country expofed by retiring farther, demons 
{trated as well their patriotifm as their fiaed refolution te 
juffer every inconvenience in preference to fubmiflion, 


——_a_ 


FOURTH CAMPAIGN, 1778, 


La winter and {pring paffed away without any more re- 
markable events in either army, than a few fuccefsful excur- 
fions of parties from Philadelphia to the neighbouring coun- 
try, for the purrofe of bringing in fupplies, plundering or 
defliroying property. 

The firlt ative meafure of this campaign, on the fide of the 
Brith, was the evacuation of Philadelphia, and the retreat 
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of their army to New-York. Through the interference ofa 
hoftile maritime power, the command of the fea was about 
to be difputed by the contending parties. Hence greater cir. 
cum{pe€ion became neceffary in the choice of ports for the 
Britifh army. It was uncertain where the French might at. 
tempt to flrike a blow ; whether upon the continent of Ame. 
rica, or in the Weft-Indies. It was therefore neceffary that 
the Britifh army fhould occupy a ftation from which rein. 
forcements might be fent with eafe and expedition wherever 
they fhould be required, Philadelphia being an hundred miles 
diftant from the fea, and communicating with it only bya 
winding river, was not adapted to fuch a purpofe, Orders 








were therefore fent from England for the evacuation of Phila 
delphia, which was effe&ed at three in the morning, on the 
28th of June, the Britifh army retiring to the point of land 
below the town formed by the confluence of the Delaware 
and the Schuylkill, where the boats and veffels belonging 
to the Britifh navy were ready to receive them, They pafled 
the Delaware unmolefted, and were encamped on the Jerfey 
fhore, by ten in the forenoon, 

General Wafhingtpn having penetrated into the defign of 
the Britifh commander to evacuate Philndelphia, had previ 
oufly detached General Maxwell with a brigade into New: 
Jerfey, with orders to affemble the militia, break down the 
bridges, and by every means in his power impede and harrafs 
the Britifh troops in their retreat, until he, with the maip 
army, fhould crofs the Delaware, and fall upon their rear. 

The route of the Britifh army was along the eaftern bank 
of the Delaware, as high as Trenton. General Wathington 
therefore was obliged to make a confiderable circuit to crofs 
it higher up. A little to the left of the moft northerly road 
leading from Trenton to New York, the country of New- 
Jerfey becomes high and mountainous, This country Gen, 
Wathington entered when he paffed the Delaware at Correll’s 
Ferry. The flow movement of the Britifh army indicatedt 
defign in Sir Henry Clinton, who now commanded the Brit- 
ih army, to draw General Wafhington from his advantages 
ous fituation, and either force an eng»gement in the level 
country, ar, by a rapid movement, gain the high grounds 
which the Americans had quitted. ‘This, Gen, Wafthington 
guarded againft, bv keeping for fome time a cautious dif- 
tance, fending forward detachments of light troops to watch 
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the motions of the enemy, and hang on its flanks and rear, 
The courfe of the Britith army now pointed from the Dela- 
ware, and the farther it advanced in this new dire€tion, the 
more General Wathington ftrengthened his detachments, 


en 


BATTLE OF MONMOUTH, 


Whew Sir Henry Clinton had advanced to Allen-town, 
he determined, inftead of keeping the dire& courfe towards 
Staten-Ifland, to take the road which led to Sandy Hook, 
as that which prefented the feweft impediments to obftru& 
his progrefs, Along this road, therefore, the Britifh army 
was ordered to march; atid having proceeded fome miles, 
they encatnped on the 27th of June, on fome high grounds 
in the neighbourhood of Freehold court-houfe, in the coun- 
ty of Monmouth, General Wafhitigton had fo powerfully 
reinforced his advanced detachments, that the Marquis de 
la Fayette firft, and afterwards General Lee, were in fuccef- 
fion fent to take the command of them, They had taken 
poft at Englifh Town, a few miles in the rear of the Britifh 
army. General Wafhington, with the main body of the Ame- 
rican army, encamped about three miles in the rear of his 
advanced corps, 

Such was the difpofition of the two armies, on the even- 
ing of the twenty fevénth of June. The American General 
telulved to make an attack the following morning, before 
the Britith troops fhould reach an advantageous pofition, 
abuuttwelve mules intheir front. Orders were accordingly 
fent to Gen. ‘Lee, to begin the attack with the advanced 
corps as loon as the Britifh army fhould be in motion, with 
an intimation that Gen. Wafhington with the main body of 
his ariny Would advance ‘and fuppore him. Sir Henry Clin- 
ton fenfible of the approach of the Americans made a new 
difpofitién in Order more effe€tually to prote& his baggage. 
The Britifh ‘army marched in two divifions ; the van com- 
manded by Gen, Knyphauten, and the rear by Lord Corn- 
wallis; but the whole of the baggage was now put under 
the care of Gen, Knyphaufen’s divifion, that their rear di- 
Vition, under Lord Cornwallis, being difencumbered, might 


be ready to at with vigor, as circumftances fhould require, 
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This arrangement being made, Gen, Kuyphaufen’s divifi. 
on, confifting of the German troops, the yagers excerted, the 
fecond battalion of light infantry, with the baggage, march. 
ed at break of day on the 28th ,of June, whilft the other 
divifion, headed by Sir Henry Clinton, did not move iil] 
near eight, that it might not prefs too clofe upon their bag. 
gage, which was fo enormous as to occupy a line of march 
of near twelve miles in extent. The rear guard of the Bri. 
tith army had {carcely defcended from the heights of Fiee- 
hold into a plain of three miles in length and one in breadth, 
when the advanced corps of the American army appeared, 
defcending into the plain from the fame heights which the 
Britith army had juft before quitted. Sir Henry Clinton, 
about the fame time, was informed that large columns of the 
Americans were feen marching on his flanks, which confirm. 
ed him in his fi. & opinion, that the defign of the enemy was 
upon his baggage; and as that was now engaged in defiles 
which would continue for a confiderable diftance, no other 
mode of affording relief to Gen, Knyphaufen’s divifion ap- 
peared to him fo eligible, as that of making a vigorous attack 
upon the corps which appeared in his rear, which, if fue. 
ceisful, would compel the American commander to recall 
the detachments fent forward on his flanks, 

The Britifh made a difpofition for commencing the attack 
in the plain; but before it could be carried into execution 
the Americans retired and took poft on the high ground, 
from which they had before defcended.* The Britith troops, 
afcended the heights and attacked the Americans with fo 
much {pirit, that they were obliged to give way. In this 
critical moment Gen. Wafhington came up with the main 
body of his army, and took poileflion of fome flrong ground 


* The condu& of General Lee, on this day, which was fo feverely 
arraigned by the Americans, was worthy of applaufe. He had been be- 
trayed acrofs fome narrow pafles of a marth by the perfuafion, that he 
had to deal with a rear-guard of only two or three battalions, When 
he fuddenly perceived fix thoufand men, forming to receive him he 
retired with fuch quicknefs and decifion, though not attacked, that he 
repafled the merfh before the Britifh line wa: in readinefs to move. 
Had he, in expeétation of fupport, maintained his ground on the plain, 
until the enemy had attacked him, he mufi have been overpowered, 
and would not have had any retreat, 
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behind a defile, over which the Britith troops muft neceffa- 
rily pafs in purfuit of the retreating corps, by this judicious 


pofition, he probably faved his advanced corps from total 
ruin, The check the Britifh received afforded time to make 
adifpofition of the left wing,and fecond line of the American 
army in the wood, and on an eminence to which Lee was re- 
treating. On thts, iome cannon were placed by Lord Ster- 
ling, who commanded the left wing, Geu, Green, took an 
advantageous pofition, on the right of Lord Sterling, The 
Britifh now attempted to turn the left flank of the Ameri- 
cans, but were repulfed, Tney alfo made a movement to 
the right, but Gen. Green with artillery difappointed their 
defign, Gen. Wayne, now advanced with a body of troops, 
and kept up a fevere and well dire&ed fire. The enemy re- 
tired and took the pofition which Lee had before occupied, 
Here their flanks were fecured by thick woods and moraffes, 
while their front could be approached only through a narrow 
pals. Night puta ftop to any further operations. Gen. Wath- 
ington, intended to renew the action the next day, but the 
Britifh commander being confident that the end was gained, 
for which the attack had been made, marched his troops fi- 
lently away in the night, leaving behind him four officers 
and about forty privates, al] fo badly wounded, that they 
could not be removed, 

In the different engagements of this day, the lofs of the 
Britifh army in killed, wounded and mifling, and thofe who 
died of fatigue, amounted to three hundred fifty eight men, 
including twenty officers, Such was the extreme heat of 
the day, that three fergeants, and fifty fix men, dropped dead 
without a wound, The lofs of the Americans in killed and 
wounded was about two hundred and fGfty, including thirty 
eficers. The mifling amounted to one hundred thirty, but 
many of them, having only dropped through heat and fatigue 
foon joined the army, 

The Britifh army proceeded on its march, until, the bag- 
gage having reached Sandy-Hook, there was no fart her ap- 
prehenfion for its fecurity. The Britifh fleet from the Dela- 
ware was there ready to receive it; and whilft preparations 
were making, by a bridge of boats for tranfporting the Bri- 
tih troops acrofs an inlet of the fea, which feparates Sandy 
Hook from the continent, Sir Henry Clinton, with the army 
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under his command, lay for two days encamped at the dif. 
tance of fome miles in the country, expe@ting an attack 
froin Gen. Wafhington, But the American army, after the 
ation of Monmouth, marched tothe North River. The 
Britifh General proceeded from his camp to Sandy Hook, 
where his army was embarked on the fifth day of July, and 
the fame day landed at New York, . 

Gen. Wafhington, with his army, encamped at the White 
Plains, a few miles beyond Kingfbridge, where the Britih, 
though only a few miles diftant, did not moleft them, They 
remained in this pofition from an early day in July, tilla 
late one in the autumn, and then the Americans retired to 
Middle-Brook in Jerfey, where they built themfelves huts 
in the fame manner as they had done at Valley Forge. 

The Britith having departed from Philadelphia, Congrefs, 
after an abfence of nine months, returned to the former feat 
of their deliberations, and foon after gave a public audience 
to M. Gerard, the Minifter Plenipotentiary from the Court 
of France, It afforded ample materials for philofophic con- 
templation, that the fame {pot, which, in lefs than a centu- 
ry, had been the refidence of favages, fhould become the the- 
atre on which the reprefentatives of a new, free, and civil- 
ized nation, gave a public audience to a Minifter Plenipoten- 
tiary, from one of the oldeft and moft powerful kingdoms 
of Europe. 

The French, as foon as they hed determined to take an 
open and a€tive part in behalf of the Americans, began im. 
mediately to arm by fea, At Toulon they equipped a Fleet 
of twelve fhips of the line and fix frigates; which, withe 
confiderable number of troops on board, failed from thence 
on the thirteenth of April, under the command of the Count 
a’Eftaing; but from adverfe winds, did not pafs the Straits 
of Gibraltar till the fifteenth of May, and arrived on the 
coaft of Virginia on the 5th of July, the fame day on which 
the Britifh army had embarked at Sandy Hook, Had he 
found the Britith fleet in the Delaware, and their army in 
Philalelphia, it is not eafy to determine what might have 
been the confequence of a joint operation between him and 
General Wafhington. 

The Britifh Miniftry, who were not unapprized of the 
equipment of the French fleet under the command of Count 
D’Ettaing, got ready a fleet of an equal number of fhips, the 
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command of which was given to Vice Admiral Byron. This 
fleet failed from Plymouth on the ninth of June. 

The Count D‘Eftaing, dilappointed tn his firft fcheme by 
the evacuation of Philadelphia, of which he received intelli- 
gence whilft he lay off the mouth of the Chelapeak, coafted 
along the American fhore to the northward, and on the ele- 
venth of July appeared off Sandy-Hook. 

The Britith fleet then in the harbour of New-York, altho’ 
much inferior to the fleet under D’Eftaing, was neverthelefs 
relpettable ; the fhips being well manned, and ably officered, 
}: confilted of fx fhips of the line, and four of fifty guns, 
with a number of frigates and {maller veffels, The fight of 
the French fleet raifed all the aétive paflions of their adver- 
ries. Irritated againft the French, for interfering in what 
they called a domeltic quarrel, the Britith difplayed a {pirit 


of zeal and bravery which could not be exceeded. A Brit- 
ifh fleet blocked up in one of its own ports was juch a phe- 
nomenon as filled them with indignation, 

The French fleet continued without the Hook for eleven 
days, during which time the Bruish had the mortification of 
fecing the blockade of their fleet, and the capture of about 


twenty veffels under Englidh colours. On the twenty-fe- 
cond, the French ficet appeared under weigh. The long 
meditated attack, it was now fuppofed, was inftantly to be 
made ; and fo confident were ali, that it would prove abor- 
tive, in confequence of the preparations made for defence, 
that the critical moment which was to decide, not only the 
fate of the Britifh ficet, but of the army, was waited for with 
impauence. But the count D’ Eftaing, as ioon as the fhips 
had weighed anchor, inftcad of attempting to enter the har- 
bour made fail to the Southward, and was foon out of fight, 
Whether he ever ferioufly intended to make an atterapt 
upon the harbour of New-York, but after reconnottering its 
fituation, with the difpofitions made for defence, relinquith- 
ed the defign as impracticable, or whether his appearing be- 
fore that harbour was only a feint to draw the attention of 
the Britrfh commanders from the place where his attack was 
really intended, is uncertain. After quitting New-York, 
and ilanding to the fouthward as far as the mouth of the 
Delaware, he chamged his courle, and fteered for Rhode- 


Aiand, before which ke arrived on the twenty-uinth of July, 





ee en Oe oe eee) ae re ae 































a atie a — 9a em 
, Se gwEPes a : 
7 - . - 


~ 
: vax” ao 









aur 











eae 





ns 


SN Sank 
a 
- 






ry 





— 





— 


—s 
= 


i ee Es 


076 








MILITARY REPOSITORY. 
eee 


By his departure, the Britifh had a fecond efcape, for hag 
he remained at the Hook but a few days longer, part of the 
fleet of Vice Admiral Byron muft have fallen into his hands, 
That officer, as already obferved, failed from England on the 
ninth of June, to countera& the defign of Count D’Eftaing, 
This fquadron, on the third of July, was difperfed and fepa- 
rated by a ftorm. It now arrived {cattered, broken, fickly, 
difmafted, or otherwife damaged. Within eight days after 
the departure of D’Eftaing, four fail of the line arrived fingly 
at Sandy Hook. 

The expulfion of the Britifh troops from Rhode-Ifland, of 
which they had been in poffeflion fince December, 1796, 
had been in the contemplation of the Americans for feverd 
months paft, In the Ipring of this year, Genera! Sullivan 
was fent to take the command in its neighbourhood, and made 
preparations for invading it. Such was the eagernets of the 
people to co-operate with their new allies, that fome thou 
fands of volunteers engaged in the fervice. The royal troops 
On the :fland, having been lately reinforced, were about 6000, 
and General Sullivan’s force was about 10,000. 

The Britifh commander at Rhode-Ifland, General Pigot, 
perceiving the objett of his adverfaries, projeéted about the 
énd of May two different enterprizes into Providence Plants 
tics, in order to retard the operations of the Americans, Ip 
the firft, under Col, Campbeil, feveral houfes at Briftol and 
Warren, filled with military and naval ftores, fome gallies and 
armed floops, and one hundred and twenty-five boats, which 
were built on the Hickamu@ river, for the purpole of the 
invafion, were burnt and deftroyed; and eighteen pieces of 
ordnance, were rendered unferviceable. And in the laft ex. 
pedition under Major Eyre, a large quantity of boards, plank, 
and other materials for fhip-building, were burnt. Thefe 
toffes retarded the preparations of the Americans fo much, 
that when D’Eftaing arrived off Rhode-Ifland, they were 
not in readinels for co-operation, 

The French Admiral ftationed two of his frigates in the 
Seaconnet Paffage on the eaft, and two of his line of battle 
fhips in the Narraganfet Paffage,on the weft fide of the ifland, 
to interrupt the communications of the garriion, whilft, with 
the remainder wf his fleet, he anchored off Brenton’s Ledge, 
at the fouth ealt fide of the ifland, in a fituation open to the 
fea, On the eighth of Auguft, every thing being in ready 
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nefs on the part of the Americans, he entered the harbour of 

Newport with his fleet. 

The Britifh fleet was now increafed to eight line of battle 
fhips, five fhips of fifty guns, two of forty fout guns, four 
frigates, three fire-fhips, two bombs, and a number of {mall- 
er veflels. With this force Lord Howe followed the Frenck 
fleet, and appeared in fight of Rhode-Ifland on! the ninth of 
Auguft. He came to an anchor the fame evening, off Point 
Judith, which forms the entrance on the fouth-weft fide into 
the great bay that encompafles Rhode-Ifland, and the other 
{fmaller iflands adjacent. On the following morning, the 
wind having changed to the north eaft, the French Admiral 
failed out of the harbour with all his thips, and forming them 
in order of battle as they came out, bore down upon the Brit- 
ith fleet. The Britifh Admiral, for the prefent, thought it 
prudent to decline an engagement, and ftood to the fouthward, 
in the hope that a fhift of wind might enable him to gain the 
weather-gage. 

While the two commanders were exerting their naval {kill 
to gain re{pettively the advantages of pofition, the wind frefh- 
ening into a tremendous ftorm, not only parted the to fleets 
from cach other, but feparated and difperfed the individual 
fhips of each fquadron, In this conflié of the elements, two 
French fhips of theline were difmafted. The difperfion of the 
two fleets gave occafion to the accidental meeting of fingle 
fhips, anti produced engagements betweenthem. The Re- 
nown, of fifty guns, fell in with the French Admiral’s thip, 
the Languedoc, of eighty-four guns, difmafted ; and refolute- 
ly affailed her with apparent advantage, until darknefs put 
anend to the engagement, The fame evening, a fimilar en- 
gagement happened between the Prefton, of fifty guns, and 
the Tonant, a French thip of eighty guns, with her main- 
maft only ftandirg. Night put an end to the confli&. Six 
jail of the French {quadron coming up in the night, faved 
the difabled fhips from any farther attack, The Brisith tuf- 
fered lefs in the ftorm than their adverfaries, yet enough to 
make it neceflary for them to return to New-York, for the 
purpole of refitting. The French fleet came to an anchor on 
tne 20th, near to Rhode-IJfland, but failed on the 22d to Bol- 
ton, 

As foon as the Britifh fleet, which was now further aug- 


mented by the arrival of the Monmouth, enc of Admiral By- 
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ron’s flect, was fufficiently refitted, Lord Howe put to fea 
with it again, hoping to reach the Bay of Bofton before the 
French fleet; but in this hope he was difappointed. Upon 
his entering the bay, on the 1gth of Auguft, he found the 
French fleet already in the harbour, and io well lecured by 
lying within certain points of land, on which batteries hed 
been ercéed to cover and command the anchorage ground, 
that all attempts againit them, in this fituation, appeared im. 
prafticable, He again fet fail, proceeding to the relief of 
Rhede-Ifland ; but his affiftance in that quarter no longer be- 
ing neceffary, he returned with his fleet to New-York, to- 
wards the middle of September. After the arrival of the re. 
mainder of Admiral Byron’s {quadron, Lord Howe sefigned 
the command of the Britith flect to Adiniral Gambier, aad 
took his departure for England. 

Before the French fleet failed for Bofton, the Marguis de 
la Fayette and Gen, Greene went on board the Languedoc, to 
confult om meafures proper to be purfued, They urged the 
French Admiral to return with his flect into the harbour, but 
his principal officers were oppoied to the meafure. Hie had 
orders to go to Bolten, if his lect met with any misfortune, 
But whatever were the real reafons which induced him w& 
fail for Bofton, the Americans were greatly diflatished. 
They complained that they had incurred great expence and 
danger, under the profpe& of the molt efic&ive co-operation; 
that they were abandoned at a time, when by perievering in 
the original plan, they had well grounded hopes of {peedy 
fuccefs, 

We will briefly relate the progres and iffue of the invafion 
of Rhode-Ifland, which would not have been undertaken 
but in the profpect of a co-operation of the French fleet. 

Previwufly to the arrival of the French fleet, Rhode-Ifland 
was fufiiciently proteled aganft an invafion from the Ame- 
ricans, by the garrifon which the Britith had placed in it, 
and by the frigate and other fimaller veflels of war, which 
were ftationed round it for its fecuriny. Soon after the ar- 





rival of the French fleet upon the American coaft, the Bn- 
tii garrifon was reinforecd with five battalions, under Ge 
neral Prefeot. As foon as the Count Dé ftaing had detach- 


ed iwo of his line of battle fips infothe Narraganiet paflage, 
auc as many frigates into the Scaconnet patlage, the retreat 
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of fuch of the Britifh fhips as were advanced beyond them, 
was cut off: They could neither put to fea nor return'to the 
harbor of Newport ; and in orderto prevent them from falling 
into the hands of the French, they were difmantled and burnt. 
Sir Robert Pigot, being threatened with a defcent in feverai 








quarters at the fame time, was obliged to withdraw his out- 
pofts, and concentrate his force in an intrenched camp in 
the neighborhood of Newport. Thusall the north part of 
the Ifand was left unguarded by the Britith, and there Ge- 
ncral Sullivan effeéted a landing on the ninth of Auguft, the 
day after the French fleet had entered the harbour of New- 
port. On the fourteenth, the Americans took poffeflion of 
Honeyman’s-Hill, and began to conftru@ batteries, form 
lines of communication, and make regular approaches, which 
were continued without intermiffion until the morning of 
the twenty-fixth, But the departure of the French fleet for 
the harbor of Bofton, threw a fatal damp upon the fpirits of the 
men who compofed Gen, Sullivan’s army. They returned 
home in fuch numbers (three thoufand of them having gone 
off in the courfe of one day) that the force which at laft re. 
wained, did notexceed that of the Britifh garrifon. In thefe 

embarrafling circumftances, Gen. Sullivan extricated himfelf 
with judgment and ability. He faw the impoflibility of fuc- 
ceeding, and took meafures for effc@ting a retreat. Orders 
were dilpatched to repair and ftrengthen the works in his 
rear, upon the north part of the ifland, and alfo at Briftel 
ind Tiverton, upon the continent. His heavy artillery and 
baggage were fent off ; and every preparation that was necef- 
; made, he began his retreat in the night of the 


Vee 


chth of Auguft. Gen, Sullivan gained a march of 


ak 


urs, unperceived by the Britifh army, and by poft- 


Light troops on various eminences in his line of march, 
ii@ them behind him with orders to fkirmifh with 


the Britith troops as they advanced, and then retire, he wes 
enabled to make good his retreat with the main body of h's 
army, toa commanding fituation at the north end of the 
which, as we have feen, he had previoufly frength- 
saed with fome additional works, for the purpofe of cover- 
s retreat. Gen, Pigot difcovered the retreat of the 


ig 
Americans at day light, on the morning of the twenty-ninth ; 


, ° . } ) ara¢ 
ud a purfuit being inftantly ordered, the whole day was 
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Spent in fkirmifhes ; in which, the covering parties of the 
Americans were driven from the different polts occupied by 
them, until they fell back upon the main body of their army, 
by this time encamped on the ground already mentioned, 
Thefe fkirmifhes were terminated by a fharp aétion, in front 
of the American encampment, obftinately maintained for 
half an hour, at the end of which, the Americans being rein. 
forced, repulfed their purfuers, The lofs on each fide, in 
killed, wounded, and mifling, was between two and three 
hundred, 

Gen, Sullivan, the next morning, received advice, that 
Lord Howe’s fleet, with Sir Henry Clinton and 4000 troops 
on board, had again failed from New-York, and that a fleet 
was off Block-Ifland. He therefore concluded immediately 
to evacuate Rhode-Ifland. In the evening of that day, after 
having purpolely exhibited every appearance of an intention 
to maintain his ground, he filently ftruck his tents as foon as 
at was dark, and withdrew his troops unperceived ; which, 
with the help of the numerous boats that attended upon him, 
were in a few hours tran{fported acrofs the channel to the 
continent. 

Sir Henry Clinton, having been difappointed in cutting 
off the retreat of the Americans from Rhode-Ifland, return- 
ed with his fleet to New-York, but direfted General Grey to 
proceed to Bedford and the neighbourhood, where feveral 
Amcrican privatcers reforted, The fleet of tranfports landed 
the Britifh troops on the banks of the Acufhnet river, on 
the fifth of September ; and fuch wes the rapidity of the exe- 
cution, that by noon of the next day they were all re-em- 
barked, having in the mean time burnt and deftroyed all the 
fhips in the whole extent of the river, amounting to above 
70 fail, They alfo burnt at Bedford and Fairhaven a num 
ber of flore houfes filled with provifions and warlike ftores, 
On the eaft fide of the river they difmantled and burnt an m- 
clofed fort mounting eleven pieces of heavy cannon, The 
royal troops, being re-embarked, proceeded to the ifland call- 
cd Mertha’s Vineyard, where they deftroyed a few veffels, 
and obliged the inhabitants to deliver up the militia arms, 
tie public money, goo oxen, and 2000 fheep. A fimilar 
expedition, under Capt, Fergufon, was about the fame time 
undertaken again Little Egg-harbour, on the caft coatt of 
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New- Jerfey, at which place the Americans hid a number of 
privateers and prizes. Several of the veffels got off, but all 
that were found were deftroyed. Before the .e embarkation 
of the Britifh from Egg Harbour took place, Capt, Fergu- 
fon, with 250 men, in the night, furprized and put to death 
about fifty of Pulafki’s corps, which was pofted in the vicin- 
ity. But one of the moft difaftrous events which occurred 
during this campaign, was the furprize and msfflacre of an 
American regiment of light dragoons under the cornmeand of 
Col. Baylor, They weie employed in a detached fituetion, 
to intercept a Britifh foraging party, and had taken up their 
lodgings in a barn, near the village of Old Taapam, Mejor 
General Grey commanded the party which furprized them, 
His men proceeded with fuch filence and addres, that they 
cut off a ferjeant’s patrole without noife, and furrounded old 
Taapan fo completely, that very few of the regiment quar- 
tered in it were able to make their efcape, They rufhed in upon 
Baylor’s regiment, while they were ina profound fleep, In- 
capable of defence, the furprized dragoons fued for quar- 
ters, Unmoved by their fupplications, the Britifh applied 
the bayonet, and continued its repeated thrufts while objeés 
could be found in which any figns of life appeared. Baylor 
himfelf was wounded, He loft 67 killed and wounded, and 
4o were made prifoners, Thefe were indebted jor their 
lives to one of Grey’s Captains, who gave quarters to the 
whole fourth troop, contrary to the orders of his fuperiors, 

Humanity would induce us to throw a veil over fights fo 
hideous and deformed, did not a fenfe of duty, with a view 
to prevent their repetition, inftigate us to narrate fuch enor- 
mities, 

The feafon for aftive operations drawing near toa clofe, 
and no other force being neceflary to be kept at New-York, 
during the winter, than would be fufficient for the defence 
of the different pofts occupied by the Britifh troops, a de- 
detachment of five thoufand troops was embarked to pro- 
ceed to the Weft-Indies, under the command of Gen, Grant. 
This force, which failed from Sandy Hook on the third of 
November, was efeorted by a fquadron of fix fhips of war, 
under the command of Commodore Hotham. 

In the fummer of this year, General Robert Howe, an of- 
ficer in the American fervice, undertook an expedition a- 


gainft Eaft Florida, This was refolved upon, with the dou- 
Na 
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ble view of proteéting the Srate of Georgia from incurfions of 
the loyalifts, who were obliged to fly from the Carolinas and 
Georgia, and of caufing a diverfion. Howe, with two thou. 
fand men, moftly militia, proceeded as far as St. Mary’s riy. 


er. On his approach, the Britifh deftroyed a fort they had 


erefted there, called Tonyn, and retreated towards St. Au. 
guftine. However, ficknefs raged among the Americans to 


fuch a degree that an immediate retreat became neceflary, 


Hitherto the conqueft of the United States had been at. 
tempted from North to South: But in the clofe of this year 
that order was inverted, andthe Southern States became the 
principal theatre of Britifh war operations, 


Georgia being 


one of the weakeft States in the Union, was marked out as the 


firft obje& of warfare. 


The Britith troops fent on this fervice (confifting of two 
thoufand men) were commanded by Col. Campbell, and the 


naval force by Commodore Hyde Parker. 


Gen. Howe had juft returned from his unfuccefsful expe. 
dition, and lay with his army encamped in the neighbour. 
hood of Savannah at the time of the arrival of the Britih 


fquadron from New-York. 


This fleet accomplhifhed, the twenty-ninth of December, a 


landing about 12 miles up the river Savannah, 


From the 


landing place, a narrow caufeway, witha ditch on each fide, 
led through a rice fwamp, toa high plantation ground, at 


the diftance of fix hundred yards, 


Capt. Cameron, of the 


qift regiment, having firft reached the fhore with his com. 
pany of light-infantry, immediately formed them, and ad. 
vanced along the caufeway, at the end of which was pofted 
a party of the Americans under Capt. Smith. Thefe receiv. 
ed him with a general difcharge of mufketry, by which this 
officer and feveral of his company were killed, But the Brit- 
ith, rufhing on with impetuofity, made their way good, and 


compelled Capt. Smith to retreat. 


Whilft the reft of the 


troops were landing, Col, Campbell reconnoitered the pofi- 
tion of the Americans, and determined to attack them before 
the evening. The Britifh troops having advanced within 
half a mile of the enemy, were formed in order of battle. 
Gen. Howe, the American officer to whom the defence of 
Georgia was committed, had drawn up his forces, confifting 
of about 600 continentals, and a few hundred militia, acrols 


the main road leading to Savannah, and about half a mile from 
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it. His right was covered by a thick woody {wamp, and the 


rf houfes of a plantation filled with riflemen; his left reached to 
d the rice {wamps upon the river, and the town and fort of Sa- 
1- vannah covered his rear. In this pofition the American Ge- 
v= neral waited the approach of the Britifh troops ; and had the 
id attack been made only in front, probably the ground would 
u- have been obftinately difputed. But the Britith commander 
to having received information of a private path leading through 
the {wamp, which covered the right flank of the Americans, 
at. detached the light infantry, under Sir James Baird, fupport~ 
ar ed by the New-York volunteers, to proceed by that path, 
he and gain Howe’s rear, This detachment, having fafely 
ng giined their ftation, fuddenly iffued from the {wamp, and at- 
he tacked a body of militia, which was pofted to fecure the great 
road leading from Ogeeche. Hitherto the Britifh troops in 
v0 front had remained quiet upon their ground; but as foon as 
he it was perceptible that the light infantry had turned the flank 
of the Americans, the whole Britifh line received orders to 
pe. advance and move on brifkly; and the artillery, which had 
ure been previoully formed behind a {well in the ground, to ¢on- 
ith ceal it from view, was inf{tantly run forward to the eminence, 
and began to play upon the Americans, Howe, thus attack. 
a ed in front and rear, ordered an immediate retreat, The 
the Britifh purfued with great execution. Before night, thirty- 
de, eight commiffioned officers, and four hundred and fifteen 
, at men, 48 pieces of cannon, 23 mortars, the town and fort of 
the Savannah, with its ammunition and ftores, the fhipping in 
om. the river, and a great quantity, of provilions, were in the 
ade pofleffion of the conquerors, whofe lols, during the whole 
fled of this day, amounted only to ieven killed, and nineteen 
civ: wounded, 
this General Prevoft, who commanded the Britifh forces in Eaft 
5rit- Florida, had received orders to advance with them into the 
sad fouthern extremity of Georgia. He accordingly began his 
the march from Ea(t-Florida, about the fame time that the embark- 
poli. HH #ion took place from New-York. After encountering many 
fore dificulties, he arrived at Savannah, and took the command 
thin cf the combined forces fram New-York and Ea(t-Florida, 
ttle. Previous to his arrival, a proclamation had been iflued to en- 
-e of courage the inhabitants to come in and fubmit to the con- 
fting Gucrors, Camp>ell difcovered abilities no lefs adapted to 
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with a {mall number of men, towards reftoring the Britif, 
government, than all the General officers who had preceded 
him in the projeéted conqueft. He at once extirpated mili. 
tary oppofition, and fubverted, for fome time, every trace 
of a repu lican government, Georgia was the only State iy 
the Union, in which, after the declaration of Independence, 
a legiflative body was convened under the fan@ion of Bri. 
tain, 

Such were the principal events on the American fea-coaft 
during this campaign. On the weftern frontiers a defultory 
war was carried on between the States and the Indians, in 
the mede peculiar to thoie favages, Mutual incurfions were 
made, and rurn and devaftation followed on the fteps of the 
inv.ders, Whole families were butchered, their houfes 
burnt, the growing corn cut up, and entire plantations laid 
waite, In this barbarous warfare the flourifhing new fettle. 
ment of Wyoming, on the banks of the Sufquehannah, fell 
a facrifice to an incurfion of the Indians: And the Indian 
fetulements of Unadilla and Anaquago, upon the upper parts 
of the fame mver, which were allio inhabited by white peo. 
ple attached to the royal caule, were in their turn ravaged 
and deftroyed by the Americans, 


tine 





FIFTH CAMPAIGN, 1779+ 


due rigour of winter fufpended al! military operations 
between the two great armies in the State of New-York, un- 
tal the return of ipring; but even after that time the war, 
during the whole compaign, was, as fhall be hereafter relat- 
ed, carried on for little more than diftrefs and depredation. 
In the mere Southern States, Carolina and Georgia, however, 
the re-cltablifhment of Britifh government was effeQually 
attempted. Afier the reduétion of Savannah, a great part of 
the State of Georgia was reftoved to the King’s peace. The 
royal army in that quarter, now under the command of Gen, 
P.evc ft, was ftrengthened by numerous reinforcements, At 
that time there were but few continental troops in thole 
Suites, as during the late tranquillity in that quarter, they 
had been detached to ferve in the main army under Gen. 

Wofhington. A body of militia wes railed, and fent forward 


Vy Noith-Carclina to aid her neighbours, but did not join the 
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continental troops till they had retreated outwf Georgia, and 
taken pott in South-Carolina. 

General Lincoln was, in September of the laft year, ap- 
pointed by Congrefs to the command of their fouthern army, 
That officer was the fecond in command in the army which 
captured Burgoyne, a circumftance which of iifelf was fuf- 
ficient to give him eclat, But his judicious, brave, and {pi- 
rited condud on the occafhion, gave him fill better preten&. 
ons to fame, and entitled him, in the opinien of the Ameri- 
cans, tono {mall fhare in the glory of the atchievement. He 
arrived at Charlefton in South-Carolina, about the beginning 
of December. 

The royal army at Savannah began to extend their pofts, 
and made preparations to (ike poffeflion of Port-Royal, in 
South-Carolina, Major Gudiner, with 200 men, being de- 
tached with this view, landed on the ifland, but Genera} 
Moultrie, at the head of an equal number of Americans, at- 
tacked and drove him off it. This repulle retrained the Brit. 
ifh from attempting any immediate enterprize to the north- 
ward of Savannah, but they fixed pofts at Ebenezer and Au- 
gufta, extending themielves over a great part of Georgia; 
they allo endeavoured to ftrengthen themlelves by reinforce- 
ments from the Tories in the weltern tetilements of Georgia 
andCarolina, In this attempt they were fuccefsful. Several 
hundreds of them rendezvouled, and fet off to join the royal 
forces at Augufta, Among thofe loyalifts, there were many 
of the moft infamous charaéters. They had no ijooner began 
their march, than they commenced fuch a fcene of plunder- 
ing of the defencelets fettlements through which they paffed, 
as induced the orderly inhabitants to turn out to oppofe 
them, Col. Pickens, with about three hundred men, pur- 
fued and came up with them near Kettle Creek. An a&tion 
took place, in which the Tories were totally routed. About 
4o of them, with their leader, were killed, and the reft dif 
perfed. 

The Britifh had extended their pofts on the Georgia fide 
of Savannah river. This induced Gen, Lincoln to fix en- 
campments at Black Swamp, and nearly oppofite to Augulta, 
on the Carolina fide, From thefe pofts he formed a plan of 
¢rofling into Georgia, with the view of limiting the Britith 
to the low country, near the ocean, In the execution of this 
defign, Gen, Af with 1500 North-Carolina militia, aad a 
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few regular troops, after crofling the river Savannah, took 
a pofition on Briar-Creek ; but in a few days he was furpri. 
zed by Col. Prevoft, brother of Gen. Prevoft, who having 
made a circuitous march of fifty miles, came unexpeétedly on 
his rear with about goo men, The militia were thrown into 
confufion, and fled at the firft fre. They had 150 men kil. 
led, and 162 were taken prifoners, Of thofe who got off 
fafe, a great part returned home, fo that the number which 
rejoined the American camp, did not exceed 450 men, This 
event opened a communication between the Britith, the 
Indians, and the Tories of North and South-Carolina, 

The Americans foon after refumed their original plan of 


penetrating into Georgia ; part of their force was flationed 


on the North fide of the Savannah, while Gen. Lincoln and 
the main army, which was reinforced by this time, crofled 
near Augufta into Georgia, Gen, Prevoft availing himielf 
of Lincoln’s ablence, crofled into Carolina over the fame ri- 
ver, with about 2400 men, among which there were a large 
party of Indians, Gen. Moultrie, who was charged with 
the defence of South Carolina was forced to retire. When 
Lincoln found that Gen, Prevoft was lerioufly pufhing for 
Charlefton, he re-crofled the Savannah, and purfued him, 
The abfence of the main army, Moultrie’s retreat, the plua- 
derings of the invaders, and above all the dread of the Indi- 
an Savages, diffufed a general panic among the inhabitants: 
Many were induced to apply for Britith proteétion, In the 
mean time,the South Carolinians’ made every preparation for 
the defence of their capital, the fuburbs were burnt down; 
lines were carried acrofs the Peninfula, between Afhley and 
Cooper rivers; and cannon were mounted at proper inter- 
vals, in its whole extent, Ina few daysa force af 9300 men 
aflembled in Charlefton for its defence, 

An advanced detachment of the Britifh of goo men, appear- 
ed before the town, the eleventh of May. Thetown was 
fummoned to furrender, Commiflioners from the garrifon 
were fent to propole a neutrality during the war between 
Great Britain and America, Butasthele terms were refufed, 
the garrifon expeéting an immediate affault, prepared accord- 
ingly. The Britifh however, did not think proper to ate 
tempt a fiorm. 

The approach of Gen. Lincoln induced the Britifh come 
maader to retreat from Charlcilon, fling of with his whole 
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force from the main, to the iflands near the fea, to prevent 
being between two fires. Both armies encamped in the vi- 
cinity of Charlefton, watching each others’ motions, John’s 
Ifand, of which the Britifh had taken poffeffion, is fepara- 
ted fromthe main land by an inlet, to which has been given 
the name of Stono River ; and the communication between 
the one and the other is preferved by a ferry. Upon the 
main land, at this ferry, the Britifh had eftablifhed a poft, as 
well for the fecurity of the ifland, as for the proteétion of 
their foraging parties, For the defence of it they had thrown 
up three redoubts, joined by lines of communication, The 
rear was covered by Stono inlet, 

The weak ftate of the garrifon, which did not much ex- 
ceed 500 men, fit for duty, tempted Gen. Lincoln to attack it 
with a view of cutting it off. On the twentieth of June, he 
advanced againft it with a fuperior force. The attack lafted 
for above an hour, but at laftthe Americans were forced to 
retreat, which they “id in good order, carrying with them 
fome of their killea and all their wounded. The Britifh 
counted 129 killed and wounded ; and the lofs of the Amer- 
icans was above two hundred killed, wounded and iniffing. 

The militia under Gen. Lincoln were difheartened by this 
unfuccefsful attack, and the greateft part of them foon after 
returned to their plantations, The Britifh troops were no 
farther molefted. They evacuated Stono Ferry, and retiring 
along the fea coaft, paffed from ifland to ifland, until they 
reached Beaufort, in the ifland of Port Royal. At Beaufort 
Gen. Prevoft eftablifhed a poft, the garrifon of which he left 
under the command of Col. Maitland, and returned with the 
reft of the Britifh army to Georgia. 

The profligate condu& of the officers and foldiers of the 
Britith army, in plundering the houfes of individuals, during 
this incurfion is incredible. Negroes were feduced or forced 
from their mafters, furniture and plate were feized without 
decency or authority, and the moft infamous violations of 
every law of honor and honelty, were openly perpetrated, 
Individuals thus accumulated wealth, but the royal caufe fuf- 
fered, and the Britifh arms incurred an everlafting ftigma. 

The American army under Gen, Lincoln, foon after the ac- 
tion of Stono Ferry, retired to Sheldon, and nothing of any 
conlequence was attempted by either army, till the arrival of 
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a French ficet on the coaft, rouicd the whole country to ims 
mediate activity. 

As foon as Admiral D’Eftaing, inthe month of November 
Taft, had re-fitted the French fleet at Bofton, he tailed for the 
Weft Indies, About the fame time, as before related, Com. 
modore Hotham with the Britifh fleet, fet out from New. 
York, to the fame theatre of operations. The Britith took 
St. Lucia, and the French took St. Vincent’s and Grenada, 
After the reduétion of the latter, D’Eftaing retired to Cape 
Francois. Here he received letters from Gen. Lincoln and 
Mr, Plombard, the French Conful at Charlefton, in which 
they reprefented to him the {tate of affsirs in the fouthern 
provinces, and pointed out the advantages which might be 
expefted, fhould he, during the hurricane months in the 
Weft Indies, vifit the American coaft with his fleet, and co. 
operate with Lincoln in the recovery of Georgia. The 
French Admiral, having difcretionary orders from his Court 
for fuch a co-operation, failed forthwith for the American 
continent, and arrived on the coaft of Georgia on the firk of 
September, with twenty fail of the line, two fifty gun fhips, 


and eleven frigates. He arrived fo unexpeedly, that the 
Experiment of fifty guns, commanded by Sir James Wallace, 


the Ariel of twenty-four guns, and two ftore fhips, fell in- 
to his hands, 

General Lincoln, as foon as inte!!'gence of the arrival of 
the French fleet reached South-Carolina, marched with the 
force he had with him, towards Sevannah, and the militia 
of Georgia and South-Carolina received orders to rendezvous 
near the fame place. Veffels of a proper draught of water 
were difpatched from Charlefton, to affift in landing the 
French troops, 

The Britifh, on their fide, tock meafures for increafing the 
fortifications at Savannah, and putting the town in a proper 
pofture of defence. The garrifon at Sunbury was with- 
drawn, and orders were difpatched to Beaufort to the com- 
manders of the Britifh troops and armed veffels, to repair in 
all hafte to Savannah, 

On the ninth of O&ober the French fleet came to an an 
chor off the bar ; and as the line of battle fhips could not pals 
it, nor come near the fhore, the finall coafting veffels fent 
from Charlefton were employed in receiving the troops 
from the French fhips, and landing them at Beaulieu, im 
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OTabaw Sourd, an inlet of the fea fome miles fouth of the 
mouth of the river Savannah, On the following day four 
French frigates entered the anchorage ground at Tybee, and 
the Britifh naval force moved up the river to Savannah, The 
guns were landed from the Britifh fhips, and mounted on the 
batteries, They incorporated the marines with the grena- 
diers of the 60th regiment, and put the feamen on fhore to 
afift in working the artillery, They funk the Rofe, and Sa- 
vannah armed fhip, with four tranfports, acrofs the channel 
below the town, to prevent the French frigates from com- 
ing higher ; and above it they laid a boom acrofs to prevent 
fire rafts from being fentdown. The Germaine armed brig 
alone retained her guns ; and fhe was ftationed off Yamiraw, 
above the town, to flank the right of the Britifh lines. Thefe 
difpofitions the Britifh made on the river, whilft on fhore, 
aflifted by fome hundreds of negroes, they ftrengthened 
the old, and ere&ted new works for the defence of the town. 

Count D’Eftaing, as foon as the debarkation of his troops 
was completed, marched againft Savannah, and without wait- 
ing for a junétion with the American army, fummoned Gen, 
Prevoft to furrender the town to the arms of the King of 
France. General Prevoft, to whom it was of the utmoft im- 
portance to gain time, defired twenty-four hours to confider 
of an anfwer. ‘This was inconfiderately granted, D’Eftaing 
expeéting nothing lefs than a furrender of the town at the ex- 
piration of the time fixed for an anfwer: But Gen. Prevoft 
hoped that the trocps who had been ftationed at Beaufort, 
under Col, Maitland, might arrive during the interval; and 
in this hope he was not difappointed, That officer arrived at 
Savannah before the expiration of the truce, with the beft 
part of his detachment, amounting to about eight hundred 
men, The arrival of fo confiderable a reinforcement in{pir- 
ed the garrifon of Savannah with new animation, An an- 
{wer was returned to the French commander that the town 
would be defended to the laft extremity. 

The French and Americans formed a junétion on the fol- 
lowing day, but fome time being required for landing and 
bringing up the heavy artillery from the fhips, the combined 
armies did not begin to break ground for the purpofe of car- 
rying on their approaches until the twenty-third of Septem- 
ber, nor were their batteries ready to open until the fourth 


of Ofober, The batteries of the befiegers having on that 
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day opened witha dicharge from fifty three preces of heavy 


ano 


cannon and fourteen mortars, a requelt was made by Gen, 


Prevolt that the women and ehildren might be permitted to 
leave the town, and embark «im board vetiels in. the river, 
which fheuld be plocei under the | pretetiien of the Coun 
D'Edsing: But this propobel was reyotled, the combined 
armies (uipedting that a dedive-of {eereting the plunder, lately 
taken from the South-Carvlinians, was covered under the 


veil of humanity. 

From the fourth to the ninth of O&cher an inceMant can. 
nonade was coatinucd; but, fortunately for ie ighabitants, 
le{s anjury was done to the houles in the town than might 
have been expected; few lives were loft, and the defences 
were in no refpeét materjally damaged, The French troops 
smounted to about five thouland men, andthe militia pouned 
General Lincoln in uch numbers, that the combined armies, 
it is faid, amounted to abont ten thouland men, The garni 
fon in Savannah did not execed two thouland five hundred 
of all forts, regulars, feamen, militia, and volunteers, Bu 
the dilparity int umbers was in fome degree compenfated by 
the extraordinary zeal and ardour which animated the befieg. 
ed. At the time the French landed, not more than twelve 
picces of artillery appeared upon the fortxhcations: at Savan- 
nah: But fo inceiiently did the garriion labour in enlarging 
the old works, and in erecting new redoubts and batteries, 
that before the. conclufion of the fege, near one hundred 
pieces of cannen were mounted, 

The town of Savannah. being fituatcd upon the Southern 
bank of the river ofthat name, had two of its fides fecured 
by natural boundarics, one by the river behind it, and the 
other by a thick {wamp and woody morals communicating 
with the river abewe the tewn. The other two fides wer 
originally open towards the country, which in front of then 
for {cveral miles wes level, and entirely cleared of ‘wood: 
But they were by this time covered with artificial works, the 
right and left being defended by redoubts, and the centre by 
feamen’s batteries in front, with impalements. and ‘traveries 
thiown up behind to proteét the troops from the fire of the 
betiegers; end the whole extent of the works was furround- 
ed with an abbatis, The redoubts on the right towards the 
fwamp were three innumber: That in the centre was ga 
riloned by two cc m panic sof militia, with the North-Carole 
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na regiment to fupport them, under the eommand of Colonel 





Hamilton. The provineial corps of King’s Rangers were 
polted in the redoubt on the right, and the corps of Prov in- 
cial dragoons in that om the left, called the Spring-Hili res 
redoubt, fupported by the South-Carolina regiment. To 
the right of the whole was 4 failor’s-battery of nine pounders, 
covered by a company of the Britith Legion ; and | 
the centre and Spring-Hill redoubt was another o! 
terices, behind which were pofted the grenadiers o 
regiment, with the marines which had been lande 
fips of war. The whole of this force on the rm 
lines was under the ordefs of Col, Maitland, 
of the lines were two redoubts, ftrongly conftr 
amally frame-work of green ipongy wood, f 
fand, and mounted with heavy 
manded by Col. Crueer, and the other by 
having under htm the Georgia loyaiiits, Behm 
ments and traverfes, in the centre of the works, were poited 
the two battalions of the 71{t. regiment, two regiments of 
Heffians, the New-York volunteers, 1 bettalion of Skinner’s 
brigade, one of Delancey’s, and the light iniantry of the ar- 
my under the command of Major Graham, 

Such was the fate of the works at Savannah, and fuch 
the pofition of the troops for its defence, at the time when 


the Count D’Eftaing refolved to difcontiaue his regular ap- 


roaches, and ftormthe Brith entrenchments, ‘To thts re- 


lution he was forced by his marime oilicers, who h 
monftrated againft his continuing to ritk fo valuable a flee 
rerous coait, in the hurricane feaion, and at lo great 
from the fhore, that rt 
leet, completely repaired and inamned. 
rto facthitate the iucects of the enterprize, an ¢ 
five men, on the eighth of Qtbober, advanced 
vy fire from the garrifon, and kindled thie a! 
he dampnets of the air, and the montture of tic 
wood of which the abbatis was compofed; foon exitioguithed 
the flames. ‘The morning of the ninth of October, was hx- 
upon For making the affault > and two fergned attacks 
by the militia. were to dvaw the attention of the befiered to 


their centre and left, whillt a ftrong bedy of chaicn tro ps, 


from the combined armies, fhould. advance on the mgnat of 


the Britifh lines, and in two columas make the seal attack, 
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The principal of thefe columns was commanded by Count 
D’Eftaing, aflifted by Gen. Lincoln, and was deftined to at. 
tack the Spring-Hill redoubt in front, whilft the other co. 
luinn, commanded by Count Dillon, fhould filently move 
along the edge of the {wamp, pafs the redoubts and batteries, 





and get into the rear of the Britifh lines. The troops which 
compoled thefe two columns confifted of 3500 French, 6¢9 
regulars of the-Americans, and gs50 of the Charlefton mili. 
tia. They were in motion long before day-light. The co. 
lumn commanded by Dillop miftook its way, from the dark. 
ne{s of the morning, and was entangled in the fwamp, from 
which it was unable to extricate itfelf until broad day-light 
appeared, and expofed it to the view of the garrifon and the 
fire from the Britifh batteries. This was fo well direéted, 
that it was never able even to form, In the mean time, the 
column led by D’Eftaing advanced againft the Spring-Hill 
redoubt, juft as day-light appeared. As foon as it was difco- 
vered, it became expoled to a continual blaze of mufquetry 
from the redoubt, and to a deftru€tive crofs fire from the ad- 
joining batteries, which mowed down whole ranks of the 
allies as they advanced. They, with great bravery, moved 
en until they reached the redoubt, where the conteft became 
more fierce. A French and American ftandard were fora 
fhort time planted upon the parapet. The conteft for the pof- 
feflion of the redoubt neverthele{s continued to be obftinate. 
ly maintained on both fides, and the event remained in fuf- 
penile; when Col, Maitland, feizing the critical moment, or- 
dered the grenadiers of the 6oth regiment, with the marines, 
to move forward, and charge the American column, This 
movement decided the fate of the attack. The affailants 
were repulled, driven out of the ditch of the redoubt, and 
youted with great lofs, leaving behind them, in killed and 
wounded, 637 of the French troops, and 264 of the Ameri- 
cans, The lots of the garrifon, during the fiege and affault, 
did not exceed 120, Count Pulafki, who commanded an 
American corps, received a mortal wound, and D’Eftaing 
was wounded in two places, but in neither of them danger- 
oully, 

Lhis unfuccefsful affault determined the iffue of the fiege, 
‘he Americans and French kept poffeffion of their lines only 
till the artillery and heavy baggage were withdrawn, and re- 
embarked on board the fleet, As foon as this was accom 
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a 
plithed, the fiege was raifed, and the allies feparated, the 
Americans retreating into South-Carolina, and the French 
returning to their fhips, The Count D’Eftaing, with part 
of the fhips, returned to France, and the reft proceeded to 
the Weft-Indies, 

With the raifing of the fiege of Savanneh ended the cam- 
paign tothe Southward, without any thing decifive on either 
fide. During this year, the Britifh had overrunthe State of 





Georgia for 150 miles from the fea coaft, and had penetrated 
as far as the lines of Charlefton, but at the end of the cam- 
paign they were reduced to their original limits in Savannah, 


The campaign in the States to the northward of Carolina 
was {pent in defultory operations and partial expeditions, the 
obje&t of which feems to have been to diftraét the attention 
of the Americans by their multiplicity, and to weaken them 
by cutting off their refources, and deftroying their maga- 
zines of naval and military ftores. 

Admiral Gambier, who fucceeded Lord Howe in the com- 
mand of the Britifh fleet onthe American coaft, was recalled 
in the {pring of the prefent year, and in the month of April 
refigned the command to Sir George Collier, Not long after 
hisarrival, an expedition to the Chefapeak, in Virginia, was 
concerted between him and Sir Henry Clinton, the com- 
mander in chief of the Britifh army. A detachment, confift- 
ing of the grenadiers and light infantry of the guards, the 42d 
regiment, a regiment of Heffians, and the royal volunteers 
of Ireland, with a detachment of artillery, amounting in the 
whole to one thoufand eight hundred men, under the com- 
mand of General Mathew, was alligned for this purpofe, 
and embarked on board tranfports, Sir George Collier, in 
the Railonable of 64 guns, and fome other vefiels, conveyed 
them. The fleet entered between the Capes of Virginia on 
the cighth of May, and on the thirteenth entered the mouth 
of Elizabeth river. The Britifh troops effeéted a landing 
about three miles below the fort of Portimouth, The Ame- 
rican garrifon, fearful of being furrounded, and having their 
retreat cut off, haftily evacuated the fort, leaving behind all 
the artillery, ammunition, baggage, and ftores, Gen. Ma- 
thew, after having taken poffeffion of the fort, took a {trong 
pofition with his army between Portfmouth and the country, 
his right wing reaching to the fort, the left to the South 
branch of Elizabeth river, and the centre covered in frout 





—— ere we Be RO een ee 








204 MILITARY REPOSITORY, 
a tennessee ttn 5 





by an impenetrable fwamp. The Brith commander feng 
detachments to Norfolk and Gotport ; and all the veffeils in 
Lliaabeth river, with an mmmenie quantity of naval and mi. 
luary flores, merchandize, and provifions, were either ta. 
ken or deftroved by the Britith troops, At Kemp’s | and. 
ing, in Princefs Ann county, and at the town of Suffolk, in 
Nanfemond county, an immente quantity of provifions and 
f{tores of all forts, with fome vetlels richly laden, were either 
taken or deftroyed by other daetechments, 

Thele fervices being performed, the Britith troops were 
re-embarked, and the whole flect, with the prizes, having 
quitted Virginia, arrived at New-York before the end of the 
month, ] ving been iblent or ly twenty-four aays, The 
damage done tothe Americans has been eftimated at halfa 
million fterling, but it did no fervice to the roval caufe, 

Soon after, a fimila: expediti n was projected againft Con. 
nefticut, Governor Tryon was appoined to the command 
of about 2600 land forces, employed on this bufinefs, and he 
was fupported by Gen, Garth, ‘The tranitports which con- 
veyed theie troops, were covered by a fluitable mumber of 
armed veffels, commanded by Siy George Collier, They 
landed at Eaft-Haven. and reduced the town to afhes; after 
which they marched to New-Haven. The town was deliv. 
cred up to promiicuous plur der, and the inhabitants were 
itripped of every thing, An aged citizen, w ho laboured under 
a naturel inability of fpeech, had his tongue cut out by one of 
the rovalarmy. After perpetrating every {pecies of enormi- 
ty, the invaders reimbarked, and proceeded by water to Fuir- 
field, On their approach, the town was evacuated by mot 
of the inhabitants. A few women remained, with a view of 
faving then property. Parties of the Brinth entered the de- 
jerted houfes, where they took every thing of value that 
came in their way, abufing the women with the fouleft lin- 
guage, threatening their lives, and pretenting the bayonets to 
their breafts, A fucking infant was plundered of its cloath- 
ing, while the havonet was prefented to the breaft of its mo- 
ther, ‘Towards evening they fet the houfes on fire, which 
they had previoufly plundered, ‘The town of Norfolk, and 
a part of Green’s farms were likewile burnt, and two houles 
of public worfhip were demol:fhed, 

During this fhort expedition, which had lafted only ninedays, 


the injury fufsined by the inhabitants of Connetticut im the 
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lofs of property, was very confiderable : But notwith tanding 
the conflagratian of fo many townson thetea-coaft, Gen. Wath- 





ington could not be prevailed upon toabandon his ftrong fit. 


ation in the neighborhood of New-York. He apprehended, 
that one defien of the Britifh in thele movements was to draw 
offia part of his army from W eit-Point,to favouran intended at- 
tack on that important poit., It was his uniform praétice, to 
rifque no more by way of covering the country, than was 
confitent with the general lafety. His apparent apathy, 
with reipea to Conneticut, produced murmurs among the 
inhabitants, and the Britith commanders were devifing mea- 
fures for improving the difpofition, which had manifefted 
iticlf in. Conneéticut: But Gen. Wafhington had already at- 
chieved an enterprize, which difconcerted all their defigns 
againft that State, and called their attention toa different 
quarter, This was the furprife of the fort of Stony-Point, 
which was taken by affault inthe night of the fifteenth of 
July. It was an enterprize of difheulty and danger ; and 
the American Gen, Wayne who condutted itt, deferved great 
praife for his gallantry and good comduét, as did the troops 
which he commanded, for their bravery, 

With a ftxong detachment, Gen, Wayne fet out at noon, 
and completed a march of fourteen miles, over bad roads, by 
eight o’clock in the evening, After having reconnoitered 
the works, he divided his troops into two columns, entere l 
the works in oppofite quarters, and met in the centre of 
them about one in the morning of the fixteenth of July. Nei- 
ther the morals, the double row of abbatis, nor the ftrength 
of the works, damped the ardour of the affailants. In the 
face of the moft tremendous fire of mufketry, and of cannon 
loaded with grape fhot, they forced their way at the point of 
the bayonet, through every obftacle. Col. Johnfon, of the 
17th regiment, commanded the Britifh garrifon, which con- 
filted of the avth regiment, the grens r company - 
silt, a company of the regrment of Loyal America nda 
detachment of artillery, amounting in the whole to about 
fix hundred men; of thefe one hundred and fifty two were 
either killed or wounded, and the reft, with their command- 
er, were made prifoners. Two flags, two ftandards, 15 pieces 
of ordnance, and a confiderable quantity of military Mores, 
fell into the hands of the conquerors, 


The condu@ of the Americans upon this occafion was 
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highly meritorious; for they would have been fully juftified 
in putting the garrifon to the {word ; not one man of which 
was put to death but in fair combat. 

As foon as the news of that event reached New-York, pre- 
parations were made to recover the fort. The Britith com. 
mander expeéted that Gen, Wafhington might be tempted to 
quit his faftneffes, and rilque an engagement for the poflefi- 
on of Stoney-Point. But this was not Gen. Wafhington’s 
intention, Orders were given for evacuating Stoney-Point, 
which was done after as many of the works had been de. 
ftroyed as the time would permit. On the third day after 
the capture of that fort, the Britifh regained poffeffion of 
it, repaired the works, and placed in it a larger garrifon, 

This fuccefsful enterprize was fpeedily followed by ano. 
ther, which equalled it in boldnefs of defign, This was the 
furprize of the Britifh garrifon at Powles’s Hook, oppofite to 
New-York, omthe Jerfey fhore, which was effe&ted by Ma- 
jor Lee, withabout 350 men. About go of the Britith were 
killed, and 169 taken prifoners, Major Lee, according to 
the orders he had received, made an immediate retreat, with- 
out waiting to deftroy either the barracks or the artillery. 

But thefe advantages were counterbalanced gby an unfuce 
cefsful attempt, made by the State of Maflachufetts, ona 
Britith poft at Penob{eot. 

Gen, Francis Maclean, who commanded the Britifh troops 
in Nova-Scotia, with a detachment of 650 men, in the month 
of June embarked in tranfports, and, eicorted by three floops 
of war, arrived in the bay of Penobf{cot, in order to forma 
fettlement, and eftablifh a poft which might not only ferve 
to check the incurfions of the Americans, into Nova-Scotia, 
but be the means of obtaining a conftant fupply of fhip tim. 
ber, with which the neighbouring country abounded, for the 
ufe of the King’s yards at Halifax and other places, The 
bay of Penobfcot is about feven leagues in breadth at the 
mouth, and feventeen leagues in length, terminating where 
the river Penob{cot empties itfelf into the head of it ; and the 
Jindsall round were then covered with wood, fearcely any 
fettlements having been made uponthem. About nine miles 
below the mouth of Penobfcot river, on the eaftern fide of 
the bay, is a {mall but convenient harbour, which fill retains 
its ancient Indian name of Majabagaduce; and a point of 
land, forming one fide of that harbour, was the {pot fixed 
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upon by Gen, Maclean for ereting a fort to proteé the fet- 








tlement. 

This occafioned alarm at Bofton, and it was refolved to 
counteraét the eftablifhment of the poft. A fquadron was 
foon got in readinefs, which confifted of nineteen armed 
fhips and brigantines, the largeft carrying thirty-two, and the 
{malleft tea guns, To thele were added twenty-feven tranl- 
ports, having on board three thoufand troops; the ficet be- 
ing under the dire&tion of Commodore Sualtonftall, and the 
troops under the command of General Lovel, 

Gen. Maclean received intelligence of the failing of this 
armament only four days before its arrival at Penobicot. At 
that time, two of the baltions of the intended fort were not 
begun, and the other two, with the curtains, were in no 
part above five feet in height, and twelve in thicknefs, 
There was no platform laid, nor any artillery mounted, and 
the ditch in moft parts was not more than three feet deep, 
Upon the arrival of this intelligence, Gen, Maclean employ- 
ed his troops day and night on fuch works as were immedi- 
acly neceflary to fecure them againft an affault. 

The Americans effeéted a landing before day in the morn- 
ing of the twenty-eighth of July, at a place which had been 
thought inacceflible, and on the thirtieth opened a battery 
againit the works, at the diftance of feven hundred and fifty 
yards, From the inceffant labour of the garrifon, the gorge 
of one of the unfinifhed baftions was filled up with logs of 
imber, and the other was furrounded with a work of facines 
endearth, ten feet thick ; platforms were laid, and artillery 
mounted; fo that by the time the Americans had opened 
their battery, the Britifh thought themfelves tolerably pre- 
pared to refift an affault. The Americans made frequent at- 
tempts to enter the harbour, but were conftantly repulfed 
by the fire from the Britith thips of war, and a battery ereét- 
ed to {upport them on fhore. The American iand forces, 
neverthelefs, continued to make approaches, and ere& new 
batteries; and a brifk cannonade was kept up between them 
and the garrifon for near a fortnight, Frequent fkirmithes 
happened without the fort, the garrifon being under the ne- 

vy of preferving a communication with the fhipping and 
the battery which covered it. Gen, Maclean received, on 
the twelfth of Auguft, intelligence by a deferter, that on the 
following day an a@ault was to be made on the fort, and aa 
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attack upon the fhips of war abcut the fame time. But the 
approach of the Britith fquadron under Sir George Collier, 
which had fatled from New-York to the relief of the garri. 
fon, prevented the Americans from executing their intention, 
During the night of the thirteenth to the fourteenth of Ay. 
guit the befiegers evacuated the works, and re-embarked with 
the greateft part of their cannon on board the fhips. A flight 
of the American fleet tdédk place, not daring to wait the thock 
of the Britifh fquadron, Two of the American armed hips 
endeavoured to get to fea by pafling round Long-Ifland, 
which lies in the middle of the bay ; but they were foon in. 
tercepted, the firft being taken, and the other run afhore and 
blown up by the crew. The reft of their fleet, with the 
tran{ports, fied to the head of the bay, and entered the mouth 
of Penobfcot river, where they landed, and thereby became 
expofed to a danger almoft as great as that which they had 
efcaped, They had, without provifions or any other necef. 
faries, to explore their way for more than an hundred miles 
through this pathlefs defert, before they could reach a place 
from which fupplies might be obtained, All the Arerican 
armed veffels were either taken or deftroyed. The garrifon 
loft 79 mer, killed, wounded and mifling. 

Sir George Collier, on his return to New-York, found 
him(elf fuperfeded by the arrival of Admiral Arbuthnot from 
England, with fome fhips of war, and a fleet of tranfports, 
bringing a reinforcement of troops. To the Admiral he re. 
figned the command, and embarked for England, 

When this reinforcement arrived, the feafon for aétion 
was not entirely over; but the appearance of the formidable 
French fleet on the coaft of Georgia, and the expeéted attack 
vgainft New-York, from the French by fea, and the Ameri 
cans by land, obliged Sir Henry Clinton to give up all 
thoughts of offenfive operations during the remainder of the 
campaign, and in order to concentre the Britith forces, 
Rhode-Ifland was evacuated, and the garrifon withdrawn 
New-York, This vifit of the French fleet to the American 
coaft, though unfucce({sful as to its main objet, may be fiid 
to have been ferviceable to the American caule, as it obliged 
the Britith commander to change his fyftem, and a& upon 
the defenfive during the remainder of the campaign. 

While the war thus was languifhing with refpe& to grest 
@bjects in the country, where it originated, it was raging on 
anewelement. Hodltilities between the dlects of France and 
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England were carrying on in both the Indies, aad in the Eu, 
ropean feas, as well as on the coalt of America. Diftrefing 





was at this treme the fituation ef Great-Britain. She was 
weakened and diftratted in a domeftic conteft, was involved 
in a new and much more dangerous war with one of the 
greatelt powers of Europe, and before the end of this year, 
the had the mortification to lee the King ef Spain allo take a 
decided part againft her. This union ef Spain with France 
had for fome time been forefeen by Great-Britain, and 
the molt vigorous preparations were made by her to refilt 
the impending florm, Gibraltar, where an attack was ex- 
pected, was, in the {pring of the year, reinforced with troops, 
and plentifully fupplied with provifion, and ftore, 


The declaration of war againft Great-Britain, on the pare 


ofthe Spanifh nation, though long expeéted, was not made 
till the month of June, after every thing had been prepared 
by them for aéting with effet. The grand Spanith flect was 
ready to fail; troops were in motion to occupy the works at 
St. Roque, and inveft Gibraltar by land, whilft a naval force 
was proceeding to block it up by fea. Whilft Gr. Britain 
was embarrailed with the complicated operations of fo exten- 
fivea war, it was hoped that Spain might with eafe recover 
back fome of the poffeflions that had been wrefted from her 
in leis aulpicious times, 

The province of Weft-Florida, in the month of Auguft, 
was invaded by two thoufand Spaniards, under the command 
of Don Bernardo de Galvez, and the redu€tion of Gibraltar 
being thought impraéticable any other way than by blockade, 
it was invefted both by fea and land, 

By this time, the difficulties under which the new formed 
States of America were labouring, had been greatly increafed 
by the depreciation of their paper currency, The .conteft 
originating on the fubjeét of taxation, the laying on of taxes 
icequate to the exigencies of war, would have been impoli- 
uc, The only plaufible expedient in the power of Congrefs 
was therefore to adopt the emiflion of bills of credit, repre- 
lenting {pecie, under a public engagement to be ultimately 
lunk by equal taxes, or exchanged for gold ar filver. The 
United States derived from this paper creation, fora confi- 


ccrable time, much benefit. But the encreafing expences of 


the war, the want of other refgurces, and the readinels of the 
people to receive thole bills, prompted Congrefs to muliply 
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them beyond the limits of prudence. A diminution of their 
value was the unavoidable confequence. The depreciation 
continued by a kind of gradual progreffion from the year 
1777 to 1780: fo that at laft the Continental dollars were 
pvited in molt parts of America from 50 or 60 for one, and af. 
terwards 150 for one, The requifition made by Congrefs to 
the feveral States for fupplies, were alfo far from being al. 
ways regularly complie@ with, and their troops were often 
in want of the moft common neceiflaries. Hitherto the caufe 
of the United States appears alfoto have fuffered by their de. 
pending too much on temporary enliftments. But, during 
this year, the Congrefs endeavoured to put their army upon 
amore permanent footing, and to give all the fatisfaction to 
their officers and foldiers which their circumftances would 
permit. They appointed a committee for arranging their f- 
nzuces, and made fome new regulations re{petting the war. 
office and treafury board, and other public oflices, 

F,om thete events, which caufed but temporary embarraff 
ments, | reaffume the thread of the hiftory of the war. 


IR 


SIXTH CAMPAIGN, 1780. 


rw. 

l HE departure of Count D’Eftaing, after his unfuccel- 
ful attack upon Savannah, which has already been related, 
was vo fooner known, than Sir Henry Clinton fet on foot 
an expedition, the obje& of which was the taking of Charles 
ton, and the reduétion of the province of South-Carolina, 

he troops defigned for this expedition, wer: immediately 
embarked on board the tranfports ; and thefe, efcorted by 
admiral Arbuthnot, with an adequate naval force, failed from 
Sandy-Hook on the 26th of December, 1779. Sir Henry 
Clinton accompanied the expedition, committing the com- 
mand of the royal army in New-York, to Gen. Knyphaulen. 
Such was the feverity of the feafon, that this fleet was foon 
feparated, and driven out of its courfe by tempelluous 
weather; and {carcely any of the fhips, arrived at Tybee, 
their place of rendezvous, before the end of January, 
Some of their velicls were taken; fome others were lof, 
and all received damage, Amongft the fhips that were lott, 
was one which contained the heavy ordnance, and almof 
all the hories belonging to the artillery or cavalry, perifhed 
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during the pafflage, After having repaired the damages, the 
fleet proceeded from Tybee to North Edenton Sound ; and 
on the 21th ot February, the Britifh troops were difembarked 
on John’s Ifland, about thirty miles from Charlefton, 
They advanced flowly through the country, pafling from 
Joha’s to James’ Tilaad ; and from thence over Wappoo- 
Cut, to the main land, until they reached the banks of Afh- 
ley river, oppofite to Charlefton, At the fame time, part 
ot the fleet was ient round to block up the harbour of 
Cnariefton by tea, 

‘The Jofles which the Britifh army had fuftained in the 
late cempeftous weather, induced Sir Henry Clinton, to dif- 
patch an order to New-York for reinforcements of men and 
ftores. He at the fame time direGted Gen, Prevolt, to fend 
on tv bim twelve hundred men from the garrifon of Savan- 
nuh. Gen, Patterfon at the head of this detachment, made 
his way good over the river Savannah, and through the in- 
termediate country, and foon after joined Sir Henry Clinton 
near the banks of Athley river, 

It was not until the 29th of March, that the advance of 
the reyal army crojed:that river at the ferry, and landed on 
Charleiton Neck, some miles above. On the following 
day the Britifh troops encamped in front of the American 
lines; and on the aftof April, began to bresk ground before 
Charlefton, at the diftance of about one thoufand yards 
from the American works, 

The tedious paflage from New-York to Tybee, and the 
flow advance of the royal army, after they had landed, gave 
the Americans time not only to ftrengthen, but greatly to 
enlarge the defences of Charlefton. A chain of re- 
doubts, lines, and batteries, was thrown up extending from 
Afhley, to Cooper river, upon which were mounted up- 
wards of eighty pieces of cannon and mortars, In front of 
the whole, was a ftrong abbatis, anda wet ditch made by 
palling a canal from the heads of (wamps, which run in op- 
pofite dire€tions. Between the lines and the abbatis, deep 
holes were dug at fhort intervals. The works on the right 
and left, were not only of great ftrength, but advanced fo far 
beyond the range of the intermediate lime, as to enQlade the 
canal, almoft from one end tothe other: and in the centre 
wasa hornwork of mafonry, which being clofed durjng the 
fiege, formed a kind of citadel. Works were alfo throwa up 
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on all fides of the town, were a landing was praéticable, But, 

befides thofe numerous batteries, Charleflon was {ij} 
more cffcttually proteé&ted by the bar, or fand bank, at the 
mouth of the inlet that led from the fea. This bar could 
not be pafied by large fhips of war, and the entry of others 
was rendered difficult and dangerous, The American com. 
modore, Whipple, occupied the {tation which commanded 
the bar, with a Jquadron of of nine fail; the largeft Carrying 
forty-four, and the fmalleft {ixteen guns, 

Great expeétations were at firft entertained, of the fue. 
cefsful defence of the bar, from the advantageous pofition 
of the American {quadron ; but, on further examination, 
this was found to be impracticable. Commodore Whipple, 
therefore fell back to fort Moultrie, and afterwards to 
Charleflon, and the crew and guns of all his veifels, ex. 


cept one, were put on fhore to reinforce the batteries. To 
prevent the Britith armed veffels from running into Cooper 
river, eleven veilels were funk acrofs the mouth of it. This 
was a moft important precaution ; for had the Britith fleet 
been permitted to gain poffeflion of Cooper river, their larg. 
eft fhips might have been fo ftationed as to rake the Ameri- 


can lines, and to interrupt the only communication, that re. 
mained between the town and country. 

Commodore Whipple having quitted his ftation, admiral 
Arbuthnot entered the bar. On the the goth of April he 
weighed anchor, at five fathom hole, and with the advan- 
tage of a ftrong foutherly wind, and flowing tide, paffed 
with his fhips the fire of fort Moultre, with very lite 
lofs, and their entry into Cooper river being precluded, 
they anchored near the remains of fort Johnfon, This 
fquadron confilted of the Renown of fifty, the Romulus, 
and Rocbuck, each of forty-four guns; the Richmond, 
Blonde, Raleigh and Virginia, frigates, and the Sandwich 
armed fhip. The fame day on which this fleet paffed fort 
Moultrie, the firft parallel of the befiegers was finifhed; and 
thetown being now almoft completely invefted, both by fea 
and land, the Britifh commanders fummoned Gen. Lincoln te 
furrender. His anfwer was fhort, but firm, declaring that 
he would defend the town to the laft extremity, 

The batteries of the firft parallel were opened upon the 
town, which did fome execution ; but ftill the communica- 
tion between the country and the garrifon was kept opem 
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acrofs Cooper river. The American General, Woodford, 
paffed this river with feven hundred men, and entered the 
town on the very day on which the fummons was fent to 
Gen. Lincoln. ‘Neverthelefs, the regular force in the garri- 
fon was much inferior to that of the befiegers, and but few 
of the militia could be perfuaded to leave their plantations, 
and reinforce their brethren in the capital, In order to 


keep up the communication between the town and country, 


Gen. Lincoln had left his cavalry without the lines, with or- 
ders to traverfe and keep open the country to the caftward 
of Cooper river ; and the militia without the lines were 
requefted to rendezvous there ; but Sir Henry Clinton, 
after having fecured his own communications with the fea, 
detached Colonel Webtter, with one thoufand, four hundred 
men, to cut off thofe of the Americans, The advanced 
guard of this detachment, compofed of Tarleton’s legion and 
Ferguion’s corps, in the night of the fourtcenth of April, 
furprifed the American cavalry, with the militia attached to 
them, at Biggin’s Bridge, near Monk’s corner, thirty-two 
miles from Charlefton, and completely routed and difperied 
them. 

After this defeat, the Britith extended themfelves to the 
eaftward of Cooper river, and the arrival of a reinforcement 
ef 3000 men from New-York, enabled Sir Henry Clinton to 
fend more confiderable detachments tothe Eaftward of Coop- 
er river, fo as to cut off from the garrifon all reafonable 
hopes of effeéting a retreat. By the advice of a council of 
war, offers of capitulation were made to Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, which he inftantly reje€&ted, but the garrifon adhered 
to them, in hopes that fuccours would arrive from the 
neighbouring ftates, In the mean time the befiegers 
were daily advancing their works: the fecond parallel was 
completed on the twentieth of April, and the third on the 
the 6th of May. On the fame day, the garrifon of Fort 
Moultrie furrendered to Capt. Hudfon of the navy, who had 
landed on Sullivan’s ifland, with 200 feamen and ma- 
rines, to attack the Fort by land, whilft the thips prepared 
to batter it from the water; and, on the fame day alfo, the 
remains of the American cavalry, which efcaped from the 
furprife at Monk’s corner, were again furprifed by Col. 
Tarleton of the banks of the Santce, and the whole either 
captured, killed, or difperfed, 
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While thus every thing profpered with the Britith, Gen, 
Clinton, with a view of faving the effufion of blood, once 
more opened a correfpondence with Gen. Lincoln for the 
furrender of the town. But the American commander, 
wifhing to gain better terms for the citizens, demanded a 
conference; which Clinton refufed. The garrifon then 
recommenced hoftilities, and the befiegers immediately fol- 
lowed. The,batteries of the third parallel opened upon the 
town, and did great execution. During this fire, which 
continued for two days without intermifsion, the befiegers 
gained the counter-fcarp of the outwork, that flanked the 
canal ; the canal itfelf was paffed: and the works were ad- 
advanced almoft to the verge of the ditch. All expe€ation 
of fuccours was at an end ; and an immediate affiult 
was tobe expefted. Under the preffure of theie circum. 
ftances, a number of the citizens addreffled Gen. Lin. 
coln in a petition, exprefsing their acquielcence in the 
terms which Gen, Clinton had offered, and requefling his 
acceptance of them, A flag of truce was accordingly fent 
out with a propofition to that effet ; and the Britifh com. 
mander, unwilling to prefs to unconditional fubmilsions 
reduced enemy, whom indulgence might yet reconcile, ac- 
cepted the propofition, and agreed to grant the fame terms 
which had been before reje&ted. On the 12th of May a ca- 
pitulation was figned ; and the fame day the garrifon laid 
down their arms, and Gen, Leflie took poffeision of the town, 

By articles of capitulation, the garrifon was to march out 
of town, and to depofit their arms in front of the works, 
but the drums were not to beat a Britifh march, nor the co- 
lours to be uncafed. The troops and feaman were to keep 
their baggage, and remain prifoners of war till exchanged, 
The militia weré? permitted to return to their relpettive 
homes, as prifoners on parole; and while they adhered to 
their parole, were not to be molefted by the Britifh troops, 
in perfon or property. The inhabitants of ail conditions to 
be confidered as prifoners on parole, and to hold their pro- 
perty on the fame terms with the militia, The officers of 
the army and navy, to retain their fervants, fwords, piftols, 
and baggage unfearched. They were alfo permitted to {ell 
their horfes, but not to remove them. A veffel was allowed 
to proceed to Philadelphia with Gen. Lincoln’s difpatches 


unopened, 
(To b: continued, ) 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS OF 


HORSE. 
(Continued from page 210.) 
Ano dit oak koecee Officer fhould be acquaint- 


edallo with the name of every village within view of 
his poft, and to be able to tell their diftance ; that when his 
officer or the commander of the corps vifits him, he may 
give them proper an{wers, 

If the enemy attacks, he fhould endeavor to draw it from 
that troop, commanded by an officer, higher in rank thana 
non-commiffioned officer ; and fhould the enemy advance 
againit that troop notwithitanding, he fhould know how te 
get into its rear, 

Though as I have faid, a non-commiflioned officer is fel- 
dom left tohimfelf, he may be under a neceflity of placing 
videttes ; of courle he fhould be inftruéed in this in time of 
peace, and this is the duty of the officer ; from whofe field- 

urd he is detached, as we fhall fee in the continuation, 

Se@. 1V. To inftru& non-commiflioned officers in making 
guard-patrols, is a thing principally to be attended to, They 
fhould learn how to patrol a village, a wood, a hill, or pafs 
cut grounds unnoticed through occupied places: to fecure 
a fafe retreat, or return by a round-about way, and even to 
divide the troops under their command, and re-unite them 
ata fixed place, We fhould teach them how to march in 
nightly patrols, and not fuffer them to ftray too far from 
them ; how they are to a& in winter. patrols, where they can 
only follow the common road, All this they fhould be pro- 
perly and diftin@ly thewn at the manceuvres, as fuch things 
frequently occur in fkirmithes, 

Se. V. If they can patrol well, they will be able to re- 
connoitre well, and to get good intelligence of the enemy, 
Here we fhould thew them how they are to try any ground ; 
to get flyly up to the enemy, in order to difcover its pofi- 
tion; to fteal up to their field-guards, in order to difcover 
their Rrength ; to creep by night into a village, to learn 
whether it is occupied ; to lie down in a trench or ditch, to 
liken and obferve the enemy at a diftance, and fuffer them 


Q4q 
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to march by, in order to give intelligence of their ftrength, 
or the way they have taken, 

We fhould, therefore, at the manceuvres a& as follows, 
Sometimes in hilly, fometimes in fandy environs, we fhould 
pot a ftrong and fometimes a non-commiffioned officer's 
guard, and make it take dificrent pofitions on different days, 
and cover themfelves, by field-guards prop:rly. At one 
time we fhoyld command a non-commiflioned cfhcer with 
from 6to 12 men, according to the fituation of the ground, 
to fteal by with his men, or at leafl with a couple of them, 
either at a diftance or near ; teach him how to quit his con. 
cealed troop; difmounting himielf, giving his horfe to an. 
other to hald, fo as to get forward himielf unperceived, 
in order to oblerve every thing more particularly, He 
fhould have two piftols continually in his hand, that in cafe 





he mects a peafant or any other perion, he mav ftop him, by 
clapping the piftol to his breaft, and threatening to kill him, 
if he does not inftantly tell him what he knows of the enemy, 
or its pofition ; or if he makes the leaft noile. He may then 
afk the perion he meets, how he fhall be able to get up clofe 
to the enemy, and unperceived ; but fhould not, on any ace 
count, fluffer luch perfon to go from him, 

We thould alfo inftru@ the non-commiffioned officers, in 
cafe they are taken priloners, to fay they are deferters, and 
this, in order to prevent their troops being fearched for and 
diicovered ; and as foon as their troops have any reafon to 
fuppole, that their officer, or officers, are teken prifoners, by 
a too long ablence, they fhould retreat and give intelligence 
of it. Taey fhould be pradliled, therefore in this, that 
they my be ready and expert at i*. 

We have occafion fometimes at night, to poft field-guards, 
and make a fire near them; we fhould therefore thew thé 
non-commiffioned officers and privates how to condu€& 
themfelves in this. This may be done in day time; and 
they fhould be taught how to a€t, in cale they are dilcover- 
ed or attacked by a utdette or patrol, 

They thould learn to reconnoitre an enemy from a dif- 
tance ; to this end, we fhould fend from 30 to 50, or more 
horlemen from one villoge to another, and give the officers 
orders to alter their march often. At this time, the non- 
commi fiened officer, who is in command, being told where 


the cucmy will pais, is to endeavor, to get fyly by them, 
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ngth, without being difcovered by the fide-patrol, iu order to ob- 
ferve thety march. Here he fhould be taught occatioually 
lows, S = tocreep into a hedge, and iet the enemy pais by him, 1a order 
ould to obierve their ftrength; next to draw back, and get tor- 
icer’s ward aguin, fideways of them; or get up a mill, a trce, ora 
days, polt, to make freth obfervition of their mirch, 
ae Waen an appel is founded, they thould minutely report 
with what they have feen ; how (trong they tuppole the ene ny 
und, to b+, or how ftrong the troop is they have oblerved, to 
hem, which q aarter they have mirched, what plice they oblerved 
— them from, and where they chiaged their route ; whether 
O iM. they mirched two by two, in platoons, or in whole fronts, 
ived, and where they halted. And thole officers who have the 
He com nand of the troops, fo called the enemy’s, fhould alfo 
Cale notice and remember their own motions, that it may be 
», by koown whether the non-commiffioned officers on the look- 
him, out, make a true and exaét report or not, 
ae. The manceuvre ended, the non-commiffioned officers 
then fhould give their report in writing, Which fhould be as plain, 
clofe concife, and fimpl *, as poflible. Un the receipt of this re- 
i“ port, we fhould talk to them on the fubjeét with temper, 
, corre& them rf wrong, and order them to copy it. 
ba Da Se#. Vi. Thev fhould learn to levy contributions ina 
and neighborhood, where an enemy is, to demand hofkiges, or 
and fecure luipeéted perfons, In thort, we cannot be too parti- 
1 ¥ cular in our inftruétions to non-co.nmilfioned officers; 
s, by and we fhill be amply rewarded, if we can, by this labour 


ence 


bs and attention, make one ia every ig isdron, to clever, as to 
that 


be able to entrult hum tafely with a command, and to rely o@ 
his reports, 

Tiere are many things in which no inftru@ions can he 
g'¥en in time of peace: but to thole who are delirous of 
informition and kaowle ige, we fhould freq sently ducourle 
of and talk fuch matters over ; and thould, as far as poilidle 
explain things to them, and poiat out all the ways and means 
and every advantage to be tekea in cale of neceiity. For 
inflance, we fhould reprefent to then, that patrols in an 
¢n-my’s country, fhould get the belt intelligence porlble 
of their intention, by enquiries among the country-peovle ; 


ards, 
‘the 
du& 

and 


for which purpole they are to appear lometines as friends, 
fometimes as an enemy: fometimes to ule good words, and 
lometines threats, Such things caogot be Learned at ma- 
Reuvresor exercile, 
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I have further to oblerve, that in the inftruétions, to non. 


commiflioned officers, we fhould advance with them gradu- 
ally, give them time to make their patrols, and to reconnoi- 
tre ; and fhould not interrupt them, that they may get a lik. 
ing for what they are to do; and every thing, as before an 
enemy, fhould be made difhcult, that they may know how te 
condutt themiclves in time of aftion. 

. (To be continued, ) 
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JOURNAL OF THE SPANISH EXPEDITION AGAINST ALCIERS, 
IN 1775+ 






HE Count Alexander O'Reilly, is an Irifhman, who 
began by aiub-lieutenancy in the regiment of Hibernia; 
he was major of that corps, when he obtained leave to ferve 
a campaign in the French army in Germany. At his return 
he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant-colonel ; and af. 
terwards the poft of adjutant, or aide-major-general of exer. 
cile was created for him, in confideration of his having in- 
troduced the German exercile into the Brith army, In 
the Portuguele war, the command of a body of light troops, 
was given to O'Reilly, who was made a brigadier, before the 
end of the campaign ; and [oon after tent out as marifcal de 
campo, to fuperiutend the rebuilding of the fortifications of 
the Havannah, which had been lately reftored to Spain, by 
the treaty of Fontainebleau, 

His commiilion being ended, he returned from Cuba ; and, 
being named in{peétor genexal of the Spanifh infantry, form- 
ed a camp, where the king affifted at the manceuvres in per- 
fon, The monarch was fo well pleafed with the perform. 
ance, that he raifed the infpeétor, to the rank of heutenant- 
general, and difpatched him to fettle the difputes in New- 
Orleans, where the French planters, refufed to fubmit to the 
Spanifh government. He is the projeétor of the preient 
{fcheme, and came to Carthagena, to put it in execution; 
being appointed commander in chief of all the troops affem- 
bled in this port. If he is fuccefsful, no doubt he will be 
immediately named captain-general. An order is iffued out, 
prohibiting all difcourfe on the fubje& of this expedition, 
the deftination of which remains a profound fecret, Count 
O'Reilly has under his command nineteen thouland cight 
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hundred and twenty foot, and thirteen hundred and fixty- 

eight horte. Coftejon brings him forty-leven king’s fhips, 

of different rates and three hundred and forty-fix tranfports. 
June 15. 

The proceflion of Corpus Chrifti paffed along the mole 
of Carthagena, and the tleet received the benedi@tion. The 
fhips, dreft out with flags and ftreamers of various colours, 
falutedthe Hof with a triple difcharge of all their artillery. 
Our generals, O'Reilly and Sir Philip Richardos, came on 
board at fivein the afternoon, We remained till the 

23d, 
expeting every day to fail, except that very one we aftually 
did fail. We had feen the wind fo often favorable, without our 
making the leaft motion, that I began to have my doubts about 
our departure ; which however took place in the night be- 
tween the 22d and 23d. We kept beating about before Car- 
thagena, in the utmoft diforder, till the 
27th, 

when we bore away from that harbor; and, after two 
days of the ftrangeft manceuvres ever known, by which 
the fleet was feparated into an hundred divifions, all 


fteering ditferent ways, we began to fulpett we were bound 


for Algiers, 
goth, 

Atten this moring, found ourfelves off Cape Cercely, fif- 
teen leagues weft of Algiers. All our {cattered fleet got to- 
gether in the night, and made for the land, between Cape 
‘Tenez, and Cape Cercely, where we lay to the remainder of 
the night, We faw fires on all the hills, and along the fhore ; 
fignals, no doubt, to alarm the country. 

July rit, 

At three in the morning, the admiral fired a gun, for us to 
keep on our courfe, and at nine we were about fix leagues 
from Bocmeo, At eleven, we doubled Cape Pefcado and a 
litle before twelve, the Bay of Algiers opened upon us, 
where we faw our men of war and milling fhips lying at 
anchor, At one, we could diftinguifh the town with a ipy- 
ing-glafs. Soom after, the Algerines fired {ome fhot from 
the town and caftles, and hoifted {everal red flags, Came 
toan anchor in twenty five fathom water, The reft of the 
fleet came up foon, and formed a moft beautiful and formi- 
dable thew ; but J muft confefs, that the fortifications of Al- 
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giers, andthe dangerous appearance of the couft, were te the 
full as tremendous. We were in the belief, that we hau teen 
a conliderable camp on thee ft of the river Inrac ; and about 
nine at night, we were confirmed in our opinion, by the 
lighting of many fires ; which in leis than a quarter of an 
hour ran along and ict the whole ridge of bilis in a blaze, 
The dead calm which then reigned, and she iweet harmony 
of two clarintts, that were playing on board a neighboring 
fhip, made me pafs a moft delicious hour, and forget that all 
thole charms were foon to be changed into hoirors, Til] 
midnight we heard a con inyal firing of mufke s, which we 
were told was the Moorifh method of patling the parole. I 
now learned that the men of war, had come up the preced. 
ing evening ; that our generals, dilguiied in laidors jackets, 
had reconnoitred the coaft, and on their return had helda 
council of war. 

At feven, the general fent for the captains of the trant 
ports, to withdraw a fealed paper they had received at Car- 
thagena, which they were not to open, unlets driven off by 
ftreis of weather. At five in the evening, he gave out the 
order for landing the next morning ; but the lea running 
rather high about eight, the expedition was put off. Our 
commanding officers had orders not to ferd for cartridges 
till next day. They are to be delivered out at the rate of 
fixty for each foldier ; which, with twenty-two he received 
at Barcelona, a pick-axe, a knaptack for provifions, anda 
tin-box for vinegar and water, befides his arms, will prove 
an intolerable burthen at this hot fealon of the year, 

3d. : 

All this day it blew a freth gale from the E. N. E. which 
ruffled the fea io much, as to prevent our landing the tollow- 
ing night, asthe general had propoled, We diicovered 
fome new camps of Moors; one in particular, to the eaft- 
ward of Algiers, which could neither annoy us, nor fuccot 
thole we intended to attack ; but we inferred from it, they 
were in no want of troops, fince they had pofts on every 


fide. 4th, 
At noon, we had notice given us, that our four companies 


were to pafs on board another vetiel; but which it was to 
be, we were not informed till three ; when we were told 
that five galliots were to take in fifty men each, and the fur- 
plus te be paffed on board other thips; the captains of 
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which, were ordered to fend their boats for them immedi- 
aiclv. The cartridges, not being delivered, occafioned a 
delay of two hours, {pent in great confufion, This affair 
being at length fettled, we went on board the galliots, where 
we loon had a lively fenfe of the milfery that awaited us. 
The orders of the day were, that the officers and foldiers 
fhould carrv four days provifion ; and at eight at night, they 
fhould put off, in order to be able to land next morning on 
the beach of the gulf of the Badwoman, which is five leagues 
weftof Algiers, Our generals had fo often boafted of the plenty 
that was to follow us afhore, that we longed with the utmoft 
impatience for the order for landing, as we looked upon it 
as the only thing that could put an end to our fufferings, 
which hourly inereafed on board the galliots, whither we 
had carried nothing but a little bad bifcuit, fome cheefe and 
wine; moft wretched food! befides the horrid inconveni- 
ence of not having room to lie down, or even to get up from 
the bench, we firft fat down upon. A dead calm all night. 
The breeze failed and our landing was once more defer 
red, by which means both officers and men paffed a cruel 
wight, io 

Received orders te comply with thofe given out on the 
2d, for the mode of dilembarking, now no longer to be at- 
tempted at the gulf of the Badwoman; where we fhould’ 
indeed have been in the greateft danger of perifhing. The 
very name denotes the danger we fhould have had to encoun- 
ter. All day a fmart gale from the eaft, and another demur; 


and a fecond moft fatiguing night for the foldiers, 
6th, 


The plan being now changed, we were ordered at eight, 


to pals into the galliot that was to be placed on the left 
wing, with an hundred men of the Walloon guards on board, 
By fome ftrange arrangement or other, our hundred was 
made up of two half companies, inftead of one whole one, 
At ten, faw fome men of war working out of the line of bat- 
tle, to get near the fhore. The flownefs of their motion 
was no doubt, regulated by the defire they had of attacking 
three forts on the weft, which it was deemed neceflary to 
lilence, before we could approach the land ; but for what 
realon had this been deferred for fo many days ? 

We had received orders to land fo long ago as the od 
which would hav¢ been put in execution, but for the wea- 
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ther that proved unfavorable, although no fuch precautiog 
had been taken, nor even any floats prepared for the artil. 
lery. Indeed, fince that time, they hac been at work patch. 
ing up fome rafts. 

At noon, the leffer of the two Tufcon frigstes bore down 
within half acannon fhot ofa fort that fired upenher, Af. 
ter having examined it, fhe tacked about, and came along 
fide of her commodore, At half paft three, the Saint Fo. 
Jeph fteered towards the land; and drove within reach of 
three batteries that began to cannonade her ; fhe returned 
the fire, but theirs growing very brifk, the Oriente was jent 
to take off the fhot of a fort, that annoyed her very much on 
her flarboard quarter. This engagement lafted till eight, 
without much herm done to cither fide. The Satnt Fofeph 
had four men killed and fome wounded, among whom was 
the captain flighiy bruifed by a {plinter : Some of the can. 
non of the fort were difmounted. ‘Fhe galliots rowed away 
the two fhips which were beealmed. During this a@ion, 
the Tufcan frigate failed in again, clofe under the fhore to 
cannonade fome ftraggling parties of Moors, and a fort at 
fome diftance on the left. A Spanifh man of war, anda 
frigate had already attacked this fort, but had prudently 
placed themfelves out of the reach of all mifchief ; their cau. 
tion was exemplary and his catholic majefty may fafely en- 
truft {uch dauntlefs captains with the command of his fhips 
being well affured they will bring them back to his poris 
whole and untouched. At feven, we deferied three Alge 
rine barques, and about twelve fhallops with heavy cannon, 
bearing down upon the Saint Jofeph. The half galley of 
D. Ant. Barcelo got under fail in an inftant to give them 
chace, and was followed by five of our galliots. The chace 
lafted till half after eight, when the enemy retired under 
the cannon of Algiers. The g*lliot | was in, was one of 
thofe fent out to tow a bombketch up to the Admiral’s 
fhip; but the breeze was fo ftrong that we would not row 
againkt it, and were obl:ged to give up the point, and come 
along fide of the admiral, to wait for our orders, 

ath. 

At four, faw feveral thallops full of troops going and com- 
ing under the ftern of the admiral. The major of the Wal- 
loon guards, whom I faw upon deck, called out to.me, that 
the afl.ir was put off to the next day, and that he would 
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take care to have boats for our hundred men, The poor 
foldiers, were quite caft down with the wretchednels of 
their ftuation ; and it. mult be acknowledged, that te leave 
them four days, and as many nights, on a beach exaeied to 
the violent heats and unwholelome damosof tne coalt of Afri- 
ca, and to givethem nothing toeat but bad bread and cheefe, 
was but a forry preparation for an enterprize that. required 
frength of body and vigor of mind, Their officers were 
not much better off. The mafter of our barque did every 
thing in his power to alleviate our diftredles ; but this kind 
of veilel 1s fo exceedingly inconvenient, that we were obli-+ 
gedtolic onthe floor; and its cookery fo naufeous, that, 
even in our milerable coudition, we never could get any 
thing down but a little toup, 

At nine, 1 went on board the thip where Gen, O'Reilly 
was, and learned that the attack had been deferred, becaufe 
many detachments had not been punétual to their hour, On 
this account, he ordered all the barques with the grenadiers 
and battalions deftined for the firit embarkation, to be along 
fide of the admiral preciiely at eight in the evening, in order 
to let off at day-break, when the fignal was tobe given, The 
bomb-ketches were put tn readinefs, and. the galliots had 
orders to range themlelves behind them exaétly at ten, Our 
commanders feemed to intend bombarding Algiers, but the 
delign was net put in execution, nor have | learnt the reafon, 
Tiiten, the boats kept rowing up to the rendezvous, whilft 
the reft of the fleet drew near the batteries they were to 
cinuonade, to cover our landing. Our inaétion this whole 
day had given the Moors time to repair the damage done 
the foregoing one, and to put their forts in proper orders 
Tae boats our major promiled as, did net yet appear ; lo our 
meftertold ws we fhould have his, which, however, could 
ouly land part of us at a time, 

BLh, 

At half paft three, the men of war began the attack, with 
fulicient prudence, not to be under any appreherfions of the 
enemy's balls reaching them, The two Vulcan frigates, and 
the Chebee commanded by Barcelo, by drawing too near the 
land, deftroyed the beautiful untformity of the line, formed 
afr hy our men of war and frigates, whofe fire was perfeally 
well kept up ; but unfortunately of no manner of fervice, on 
&count of their valt diftance fromthe enemy. At half after 
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four, ‘the admiral hung out the fhgnal for going afhore, 
Seven galliots advanced to clear the beach ; they were foh 
lowed by feven divifions of boats; each divition Carrying a 
brigade of foldiers, which was to form uieif into a line of 
battle fix deep, as foon as landed; but the boats weig 
thrown-into confufion, asthey had not been properly leva. 
rated arid difpofed, before they left the place of rendezvous, 

‘his ditorder, which might have occafioned our total over. 
throw, would ‘have been prevented, had we been provided 
with boats proper for fuch an operation, Luckily for us, 
we met with no obftecles, the leaft of which would have 
been fatal to us; and we landed about eight thoufand mes 
onthe fhore, eaft of Algiers ; the boats left us immediately, 
and went back to fetch the fecond divifion, which did net 
arrive till an hour after, andthen only part of the iroops 
could get on fhore. 

The grenadiers of the army drew up in front, and advan. 
ced ; but they had not marched an hundred yards, before 
many of their men and almoft all their ofhcers were killed 
er wounded, Thole next them, moved forward to fupport 
them, without having time to form their ranks, a necefiary 
coniequence of the manner in which they had been put ime 
the boats and difembarked ; {ome companies never could get 
together, having landed in different places, and by parcels. 
The light infantry was by this time cutto pieces, The up- 
evennels of the ground we occupied, rendered every fand- 
heap, a {mall breaft-work, from behind which the Africans 
fired upon us by platoons, as they kept retiring towards the 
fo « of the hills, about fx hundred paces from the iea, where 
they hid themielvcs among the woods and gardens, 

The General now ordered the left wing to advance. It 


was juft fix o'clock, and his {cheme was to march the left 
wing tothe brow ofthe hill, (the right refting on the fe- 
fhore) and then to forma column, and advance about a league 
further, to the attack of the caftle of Charles V. which com- 
mands the whole town, The florming of this fort would 
have eniured the conquelt of Algiers, Whilit our left wing 
morched on with an intrepidity fcarce to he expedéted in ie 


dangerous a pofition ; ‘ome battalions of the centre being 
rather before the reft, drew up in battle array, and with the 
Spanith guards faced to the right, that they might defend us 
from the cavalry of the Bey of Maicara, This body of hone 
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was foon difperfed by their fire, and that of the chebec of 
Ant. Barcelo. But the Bey of Conftantina, who commanded 
a large detachment of cavalry on our left, fiezed this oppor- 
tunity to drive a herd of camels againit the head of the Wal- 
loon guards, By this unexpeéted affault, he was in hopes of 
drawing off their attention, whilft he difpatched a body of 
fit:cen thouland horfe, to cut off their communication with 
the fea, from which we were now pretty far diflant. Our 
corps de relerve whecling off to the left, drew up to fill the 
{pace between the fea and the column of Walloons, who 
were forming their lines to repe) the enemies that attacked 
them from behind the camels; but the greateft iteadinefs 
would have availed us littic, nor could we have avoided 
being broken and flaughtered to a man, as our formation was 
too werk to refit the impetuolity of {uch a body of horfe, 
had not Mr, Atton, the Tufcan commander, cut his cables, 
nd let his thips drive into fhore, juft as the enemy was com- 
ing on us full gallop, The inceflant fire of his great guns, 
loaded with grape fhot, not only flopped them in their car- 
reer, but obliged them to retire with great lols, 

Being delivered from this danger, we made our retreat 
towards the fea-fide, in fuch diiorder as muft eniue from a 
waat of proper commanders, abandoning to the fury of the 
barbarians our wnhappy fellow toldiers, that were unable to 
keep up with us. 

Ow general had been bufy for the laft two hours, throw. 
ing up an intrenchment with fafcines, earth bags, and che- 
vaux de frize, We continued the work, and, to cover our 
front and flanks, placed a few eight and twelve pounders 
that had been of great fervice to us all the morning, in our 
different operations, We remaimed thus the beft pant of the 
day, pretty fecure from all attacks of the Moorth cavalry, 
but by no means fheltered from the balls of their carabines, 
which, carrying at leaft onethird further than our firelocks, 


killed upwards of four hundred of our men, in this kind of 


camp, Here I {aw our general on horte-back, going about 
to encourage the foldiers ; who ftretched out on the burning 
lands, feemed heedlefs of the dangers around, and only anx- 
ious to procure a little ref to their weary limbs. 

By one o’clock, the Moors had finifhed a battery on the 
right of our camp; and we were fo pinched for room, aud 
huddled together, that every fhot took place, CGenerat 
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O'Reilly having called for a return of the killed and wound 
ed, aflembled ajrouncil of war, in whieh it was dee ded, 
that at four we fhould -reimbark, as the enemy: was raifing 
an other battery in front, which we muft pafs under if we 
perfitted in the undertaking, The Aleermes, for want of 
experience in thefe matters, -feffered us to accemplith our 
ends undifturbed ; And abecut three in the morning, the 
Jaft divifion ef the army reimbasked, leaving behind them 
fourteen field-pieces, two howitzers, fome chefls of amniu. 
nition, and the materials of our encampment, which the ene. 
my broke into, the moment the grenadiers of the rear-guards 
puthed off from the fhore, We left on the field of battle, 
one thoufand three hundred men, and brought off three 


thouland defparately wounded, 

There being unfortunately hofpitals only for four hun. 
dred men, the boats that had landed the Walloons, were ta 
ken up for the reception of the wounded ; this oecafioned 


the greatef diforder imaginable in our battalions, whe 
came off as well as they could, in the firft boats or tartans 
they could meet with, They remained in this cortufion 
above four and twenty hours employed, as well as any other 
regiments, in getting together their disjointed companies. 

The Moors, as fon as they had burft into our camp, cut 
off the heads of all our fain, and earried them off in bags, 
to demand the premium offered by the dey, for every chrifti- 
en head ; they afterwards heaped up the carcafes upan the 
facines of the entrenchment, and fet fire to the pile, which 
we faw burning for two days and twe nights. 

10th, and 11th, 

All hurry ; no water to be had, though there were fhip- 
loads of it in the fleet, t2th, 

At fix, a.m, fignal for weighing anchor, Soon after moh 


of the fleet faiied out of the bay. 
5th, 
At feven a. m. came to an anchor in Alicant road. 
ait, 
The Walloon guards ayes ok afhore, and quartered 
at Sanjuan, Augult ioth, 
We re-imbarked, and cath, 
Landed at Barcelona, 


Taken from Travels through 
Spatn, m the years 19745, and 
2776, oy Henry Swinburne, £/¢. 
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EXTRAORDINARY VALOUR OF THE BRITISH GARRISON, 


OF ALICANT IN 1709. 


LICANT is a city and port, commanded by a ftrong 
A cattle, flanding on a rock, at a fimall difkance from 
the fea, and about fixty-cight miles fouth from the capital 
city of Valentia, There was in ita pretty good garrifon, 
under the command of Major-General Richards, which 
made an obftinate defence againtt a very numerous army 
of the French and Spaniaids, with a very large train 
of heavy artillery, sud excellently fupplied with ammuni- 
tion, At la the cury being ablolutely untenable, the gar- 
iloa relolved to retire into the caltle, which had hitherto 
been clteemed impregnable, They funk three cifterns in 
the folid rack, and then, with incredible labor, filled them 
with water, The troops that retired into it, were Sir 
Charles Hotham’s regiment, and that of Colanel Sibourg, 

‘ncrilly called the French regiment, becaule it was compo- 


d of refugees. After fome progreis made in this fecond 


4 
i 
“ 
uk 


gc, the French faw that it was impoidtole to do any great 
matter im the ulual way, and therefore contrary to all ex- 
pectauon, reiolved upon a work exceilively laborious, and 
in all outward appearance impracticable ; woich was that of 
mining through the folid rock, in order to blow up the caftle 
and its garrifon into the air together, At firlt Major-Gen- 
eral Richards, and all the officers in the place, looked upon 
the enemy’s {cheme as a thing utterly impoflible to be ac- 
complifhed, and were fecretly well plealed with their un- 
dertaking, in hopes it would give time for the Britith fleet to 
come to their relief; yet this did not hinder them from do- 
ing all that lay ia their power to incommode the workmen, 
and at leaf{ to countermine them, 

The befiegers however, wrought to inceflantly, and brought 
fuch numbers of pealants to ailift them in their labours, that 
they, having in about twelve weeks time finifhed the works 
thought proper for this lervice, by very experienced engis 
ncers, and charged them with 1500 barrels of powder, feveraj 


* This place was taken by the Binifl in 1706. 


a? x we _ 
ae wat 
ca rere 


yA 

=: 
wie aga Ae ae 
a : 


7 pare 
—_—— + 
= 


a. Fa 


en 
vio. 
(thea 


eet 


es 
PoE a SS OR IEE 


pee Ser on 
a 









































gp erie em 
o > Re 
= = = 


z 
—* 


— ~~. - 
> 
rs 


oe 


andl 


en 





ta eee 
aS 


—— > 


— 
a PPT ee ee —— 


Saws 





a 


lee ie a 


CARY ae ees oe 


bs 


an 
ss 


dina enin, aaa” Ee 


oe La 


eo ee 


38 MILITARY REPOSITORY. 
ee ee ee 


large beams, iron bars and crows, and ether utenfils of de. 
ftru€tion, fummoned the caftle to furrender, March eorh, 
moft folemnly affuring, a fafe and honorable convoy to Bor. 
celona, with bag and baggage for every perfon in it, if they 
fubmitted within three days, and prevented the ruin of the 
caftle ; but threatened otherwife, no mercy fhould be fhewn, 
if any might accidentally efcape the blow : and, to demon- 
{trate the reality of their defign, they defired the garrifon 
might depute three or more engineers, with other gentlemen 
of competent fkill, to view their works, and makea faith. 
ful report of what they faw. Accordingly, two field-officers 
went to the mine, and were allowed the liberty of mzking 
what ferutiny they pleafed ; upon which they told the go. 
vernor, that, if their judgment failed them not, the explofion 
would carry up the whole caftie to the eafhternmoft bart: ry, 
unlefs it took vent in their own countermine, or vein; but 
at Icaft, they conceived it would carry away the fea-hattery, 
the lodging rooms in the caftle clole, fome of the chambers 
cut for foldiers barracks, and they very much feared, might 
affe& the great ciftern, 

A grand council of war was called upon this; the French 
meffage delivered, and the engineers made their report ; the 
befieged acknowledged their want of water, but bcheving 
the Britith fleet might be fenfible of therr diftrets, and cou- 
fequently under fome concern for their relief, their wnani- 
mous refolution was, to commit themielvesto the providence 
of God, ind, whatever fate attended them, to fland the 
fpringing of the mine, The French Generaly and Spanith 
Officers, ¢xpreffed the utmoft concern at this anfwer; and 
the fecond night of the three allowed, fent to divert them, 
from what they called, inexculable obftinacy : offering the 
fare honorable articles as before, even upon that late compli- 
ance; but thefe ftill were reyeéted by the befieged. ‘ihe 
fatal third night #pproaching, and no fleet feen, the French 
fent their laft fummons, and withal an affurance, that their 
mine was primed, and fhould be fprung by fix o’clock the 
next morning ; and though, as they law, all bope and prof- 
peét of relief was vain, yet there was room for fatety Mill, and 
the terms already propoted, Were in their power to accept. 
The belieged perfifted in their adherence tothe reiult of 
their firft council, andthe French met their ufual aniwer 
again ; therefore, as a prologue to thew intended tragedy, 
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they ordered all the inhabitants of that quarter to withdraw 
from their houfes before five o’clock the enfuing morning. 
The befieged, in the mean time, kept a general guard, devot- 
ing themielves to their meditations, ‘The Major-General, 
Col. Sibourg, and Lieut. Col. Thornicroft, of Sir Charles 
Hotham’s regiment, fat together in the Governor's ufual 
lodging room ; other officers cantoned themfelves as their 
tempers taclined them, to pals the melancholy night. 

At length, day appearing, the Governor was informed, 
that the inhabitants were flying in crowds to the weftern- 
molt part of the town, The Governor, attended by the 
above mentioned gentlemen, and about five or fix other offi- 
cers, went tothe weft battery, to inform himfelf better. 
After he had remained there about a quarter of an hour, 
Licut. Col. Thornicroft defred him to remove, as being 
unable to do any fervice there ; he and Col, Sibourg both 
aniwered, that no danger was to be apprehended there, 
more than in any other place; and that there they would 
wait the event, The Lieut, Colonel remained, tecaule his 
fuperiors did, and other officers imitated the fame example ; 
but the hour of five being. now confiderably paft, the corpo- 
ral’s guard cried out, that. thetrain was fired, oblerving fome 
Smoke fromthe lighted matches, and other combuftible mat. 
ter near it, from whence the fame aflcended to the centinels 
above. The Governor and ficld-officers were then urged to 
retreat, but refuled, 

The mine at laft blew up ; the rock opened and thut ; the 
whole mountain feltthe convulfion ; the Governor and field- 
officers, with their company, ten guns, and two mortars, 
were buried in the aby(s ; the walls of the caftle fhook, part 
of the great ciftern fell, another ciltern almoft clofed, and 
the rock fhut aman to his neck in its cliff, who lived many 
hours in that affliQiag pofture. About thirty-fix centincls 
and women were {wallowed in different quarters, whofe 
dying groans were heard, fome of them, after the fourth 
mournful day. Many houles of the town were overwhelm- 
ed in their ruins, and the caftle fuffered much ; but that it 
wears any form at all, was owing to the vent which the ex- 
plofion forced through the veins of the rock, and the coun- 
termine, After the lofs of the chief-officers, the govern- 
Meat fell of courfeto Lient, Col. Dalbeume, who drew out 
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defperate fally, to thew -how little he was moved at their 

thunder. The bombs from the caflle played on the town 

more violently; and the fhot galled every corner of their 

ftreets ; which merks of their refentment they continued 


till the arrival of the Britifh fleet, which they had expeéted 


io long. 
i 


MILITARY MEMOIRS AND MAXIMS, 


. 


RETREAT. 


FINE retreat is look’d on by many experienced officers 

as the mafter-piece of a good General ; for which rea- 

fon nothing fhould be negle@ed to make it fafe and honor- 
able. 

Remember never to halt and furrender vour troops to 
the encmy, if there isa poflibility of retreating or defend- 
ing yourlelf with fuccefs, 

You muft give to all your troops a rendezvous remote 
from the field of battle. 

After having computed the time necefflary for your res 
treat, with th.t which the enemy will require to come up 
with you, gather your troops together, and your prifoners, 
and march to fome ftrong ground without ftopping. 

If you have many priloners, feparate them in three or 
four bodies, and let them march between the f{quadrons, 
without arms or fpurs ; and mount the chief officers, or 
thofe who cannot welk, on the worft horfes that can be got 
for them. 

If you are obliged to fight again, fend your prifoners and 
booty to fome ftrong place, with a fufficient guard ; or fend 
them before, with a party im proportion to their number, 
whilf you are engaged with the enemy. 

Let your retreat be made by ways where you do not ex- 
pee the enemy ; and in your march, put good detachments 
in the woods, vallies, narrow paffes, or other places, which 
my obftru& the enemy in their purfuit, 

Leave three or four troopers and a trumpet, well mounted, 
at the entrance of a wood, clofe country, or road at the top 
of a high ground, The enemy appearing, the troopers 


fhow themielves, found their trumpet, and oblige the enemy 
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to march flowly and with precaution ; and then at a certain 
diftance they gallop as faft as they can, and join your army. 

If the enemy get before you, and attack your advanced 
guard, you.mulft facrifice fome of your troops, who are to 
charge the enemy, whilft the reft of your army marches off 
with the greateft diligence, 

If you can be well informed, that the enemy’s advanced 
guard has marched with fo much hafte, as not tobe foon 
joined by the reft of their troops, halt behind fome 
eminence, hedge, or other covered place, have your troops 
drawn up in good order, and fuddenly fall on them as foon 
asthey appear: they will be weaker than you, perhaps in 
dilorder too, and you will eafily rout them, 

Do this always, when you have too little time for your re- 
treat, and the enemy cannot come up to affift their advanced 
guard ; and attack them always with vigor, 

When you are weak, and would not rifque a battle, you fuc- 
ceed by temporizing ; by keeping the enemy within their 
own country, and eating up their own forage ; and if they 
want the means of fupporting a long war, have few or no 
fortified places, and the country they poffefs is too {mall to 
fubfift their army, it is then their intereft to give you battle, 
and it is yours to avoid it, 

You likewife may get the advantage of the enemy by 
ftarving them, by burning their forage and magazines, by 
laying wafte the country from whence they draw their fub- 
fitence, feizing their paffes, breaking their bridges, and 
fending out great partics to furprize their foragers and con- 
voys, and at the fame time putting your army in order of 
battle, to prevent their weakening theirs by fending parties 
to their relief, 

Block them up in their camp by redoubts, fmall forts, and 
poflefling their paffes, if the fituation of the country will 
permit you ; or burn their camp by open force, or by people 
appointed for that purpofe. 

To prevent the enemy’s ftarving you, attack their ambufh- 
es, poffefs as much country as you can: make your camp 
lure by good intrenchments and redoubts, which defend 
your avenues and communications ; change your camp ; en- 
deavor to be near the fea, or a navigable river ;.in a word 
be mafter of your rear, and have wherewith to fubfift your 


army, 
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You put the country under military execution, which 


refufes to pay contribution ; and you obligethem to it by burn. 


ing their country, plundering, and taking fome of the inha- 
bitants prifoners for hoftages. 
When a country is fufpeéted, the General muft keep fome 


of the principal inhabitants near him, under the pretence of 


civility. 
You feem fometimes to fhew fear, to give a greater 


confidence to the enemy in their own ftrength, and to make 


them more negligent and lefs diftruftful of you. 

You make a feint retreat, in order to induce them to make 
fome falfe movement, which may put them in a difadvan- 
tageous fituation, and give you an cafy opportunity of cor. 
reéting them. 

To throw a terror and confternation into the enemy's 
country, feparate your troops into feveral bodies, as fecretly 
as you can, to execute feveral enterprizes at the fame time, 
Let it be reported abroad, that your troops are more nume- 
rous than they are; and to confirm that opinion, let bodies 
of them appear in feveral places at the fame time. 


PARTICULAR BATTLES AND AMBUSCADES, 


You lie in ambufh in woods, gardens, houfes, villages, 
ruins, ditches, hollow ways, and coppices, 

Poft yourfelf fo, as that you may retire by feveral ways, 
in cafe the enemy fhould come with a fuperior force ; and 
contrive it fo that you may quit your ambufh without dif- 
order. 

Reconnoitre well the place you would chufe for your 
ambufh, left you yourfelf fall into one, 

Poft your fentinels fo, that they may fee without being 
feen ; and be very alert, left you fhould be furprized. Make 
two or three ambulcades at the fame time, 

Put all your troops in ambufh, if the enemy can come at 
you only with a part of their army ; but if they can come 
towards you with the whole, then make only {mall ambul- 
cades, 

You let fingle people or fmall parties pafs without fhew- 
ing yourfelves, when you expeét fome more confidcrable 
ftroke thall offer : but if they difcover you, they mutt be ftop- 
ped, and taken into your ambuhh, till the expeéted affair is 
ever. 
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Thofe who are commanded to attack an enemy in ambuth, 
fhould march to them by unknown and by-ways ; and the 
commanding officer fhould be the only perfon who knows 
what he is going about, 


SKIRMISHES, 


You fkirmifh to reconnoitre the fituation of the ground 
er place ; to animate your foldiers ; to try their courage, and 
that of the enemy ; to get prifoners, and intelligence ; to 
feize or fecure a poft; or ftop the march of an enemy, 

If your army be fmall, you muft give it more front and 
lefs depth ; and let the fame troops pals feveral times in the 
fight of the enemy ; widen your intervals ; let your drums 
beat, and your trumpeyy found, out of fight of the enemy, 
and where you have no troops, 

On the contrary, if you are ftrong, hide part of your troops 
behind fome cover, and let your front appear narrow, by 
giving depth to your regiments, or drawing one or more in 
the rear of the other, 

In your fkirmifhing, you muft take care not to be drawn 
into an ambulcade ; fuccour your troops often ; and if you 
think of retiring, let your fkirmith grow hotter, 


TO SURPRIZE A POST OR QUARTER, 


To fucceed in this, you muft get a perfe& knowledge of 
the place ; entertain good {pies among the enemy, in order 
that if they fhould get notice of your defign, they may make 
no movement without your knowledge ; and agree ona 
place with them, where they may bring you their intelli- 


gence. 
Have three or four light carts, drawn each with one horle, 


to carry what is neceflary for your purpofe, In one you 
may have three or four petards ; in another a little folding- 
bridge, which may ferve as a mantelet or fhelter when you 
pals the foffé ; in another two chevres, or machines to mount 
your guns with, fome large pincers, flrong faws, hatchets, 
hammers, nails, bolts, files, and other inftruments of force, 
luch as cricks or jacks, handfpikes, and the like. Thefe 
carts may ferve for cover, Add to thefe, two {mall pieces 
of artillery, light and fhort, mounted on very light carriages, 
and drawn by one horfe each ; anda {mall mortar, with fome 
cehorns, bombs, and grenades. 
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When you would furprize the enemy by a fudden and 
unexpeéted attack, feize on fuch pallages as may fecure your 
retreat ; be at the place at the hour appointed for execution; 
and do not halt too near the place you defign to attack, lef 
you fhould be difcovered by the foragers, {couts, or fmall 
parties of the enemy : and whiltt you are in aétion, havea 
body of troops abroad, to hinder the place from being re. 
lieved, 

Endeavour to att@ck the poft in flank or rear, and come as 
near as you can to it without being difcovered : cut off their 
patrols, vedets, and advanced guards, 

Thefe fort of attacks are always beft made in the night, or 
at the break of day, or clofe of the evening ; before the ene. 
my have pofted their guards or fentinels, or given any order 
for the fecurity of the place. 

You mutt not give them time to aMemble their troops, but 
as foon as you are difcovered, charge brifkly, and enter pell- 
mell withthe enemy. Separate your troops into feveral bo. 
dies, and let them all attack, at the fame time in different 
places, 

Force your way immediately to their main guard, feize 
their place of arms, and pufh forward to hinder the enemy 
from deliberating, aflembling, or putting themfelves in order 
of battle. 

Let your horfe gallop inftantly to the parade ; where find. 
ing no refiftance, detach {mall parties from them to {cour the 
ftreets, and feize the commanding and other officers; and 
whilft this is doing, let another body of horfe be ordered to 
march round the out-fkirts of the poft, to feize all who 
would make their efcape. 

In the mean while the reft of your infantry muft march 
into the place, take poft in the market-place, and draw up 
in order of battle, tobe ready to march where there may be 
occafion, 


SURPRIZES. 


You fall on the enemy by furprize when they march 
through narrow and difficult paffes, when one part has paffed, 
fo as noteafily to come to the fuccour of the other ; as in the 
paflage of rivers, or woods, in which you lay an ambufh of 


foot, pofting likewife a body of horfc near the place they 
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come out at ; and when part of the enemy are come out of 
the wood, you charge them in front, flank, and rear ; and 
you have them at a cheap rate, 


ATTACK OF LINES OR INTRENCHMENTS, 


When you attack lines, always make a falfe attack witha 
{mall body of men, in order to favor the true ones ; and let 
your attacks begin precifely at the fame time, 


Let your attacks be made in the night: the enemy, not 
feeing your difpofition, will not know where the ftorm will 
fall, and confequently muft keep every place guarded.* 

Take care for the above purpole, to carry good ftore of 
fafcines and hurdles with you; let your cavalry, as well as 
the infantry, be well loaded with them, in order to fill up 
all advanced or other folfes : and dire&l your men, as foon 
as they have entered the lines, to open the barriers, and level 
the line for the cavalry to enter, 

Reconnoitre well the enemy’s lines, that you may know 
their fituation, and the approaches to them, before you at- 
tack, 

March brifkly up to them with your infantry in two lines ; 
keep your fire, and to each battalion of the front line, ap- 
point four or five {quadrons to carry the fafcines and hur- 
dles, 

Seem to refolve to attack the intrenchment in the part 
you laft defign: let fafcines be cut, and other glaring pre- 
parations be made: and whilft the enemy is intent on the 
defence of that part, you march in the night, and flip into 
their line where they leaft fufpeéted you, 

It almoft always happens, that an army which attacks tn- 
trenchments or troops in the field with vigour, and is well 
fuftained, finds great advantages over thofe who defend. 

Ifyou apprehend the enemy will attack your lines, keep 
conftantly out {mall parties, efpecially in the night, to give 
you the earlieft intelligence of their motions, that you may 
be ready to receive them, 


* Sce Ramfey’s Turenne, Vol, UU. Pp. 190, where thereis @ 
remarkable attack of lines, 
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ON THE FITTINC OUT OF S@LDIERS, 
a 


NDER the term of fitting out of a foldier, we under. 
ftand not only his arms and cloaths, but alfo the manner 
of his drefs and ornaments, Utility is the firft thing to 
which we muft look x cleanlinefs and comfort the fecond, and 
neatnefs the third. Where all three can be united, they 
certainly fhould ; but where it is not poflible, there neatnels 
muft yield to comfortablenefs, and that to utility, 

For the fake of neatneis, comfort and utility are often fa. 
crificed, The following remarks and propofitions, at leaf, 
merit fome attention, 


OF THE CLOATHING,. 


The narrow and fhort coat is neither good for the cold 
nor for wet. A cloak, which would reach over the knees, 
in which the foldier might wrap himfelf up, but which he 
might lay afide on the march, and at exerciie, would be pre. 
ferable. It certainly would coft fomewhat more, but it 
would laft longer, and then tent-covers and guard-cloaks 
might be difpenfed with. 

Were coats to be abolifhed, waiftcoats muft have fleeves, 
and we might ornament thefe with cuffs, lappels and col- 
lars. 

The breeches are commonly fo narrow and fhort, that 
with pain and art only, they are kept on the body, tearing 
away at a little violent motion, They ought to be fpacious 
and reach to the navel, 

The moft uncomfortable of all clothing are the gaters, 
They are fo narrow, and have fuch a quantity of buttons, 
that a long time is requifite to put them on properly, ‘They 
are good for nothing but to make the foldier {tiff and un- 
healthy. Thofe of white linen are eternally to be wafhed ; 
thofe of black linen, which, with wax, are to be kept fhining 
put the foldier to trouble and expence ; thofe of black cloth 
are the belt, ifever any fhould be given ; but ftill better it 
would be to give them half boots, inftead of thofe uncom- 
fortable fhoes and gaters. ‘Thefe are very quickly put on, 
er pulled off, and are, in dirty weather, very comfortable, 
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Sinall cocked hats do not cover the head, and require faft- 
ening, fome way, to prevent their falling off the foldier’s 
heads at the leaft motion, Still more uncomfortable are gre- 
nadier’s and fufilier’s caps. Thefe require faftening as well 
as the hats, and are not of the leaft ufe againft rain, or a coup 
de foleil. They are infupportable when the fun fhines on 
the tin, and makes it hot; or fhould the rain run down 
ftraight into the eyes of the foldier, he muft not alter his 

fition to wipe his face, Another uncomfortable thing is 
that the foldier never puts this cap on, but when on fervice, 
and is obliged to provide a hat, at his own expence, which, 
on the march, he carries on his back, where it cuts a ridicu- 
lous figure, with the cartouch-pouch, his knapfack, and field- 
kettle, and increafes the foldier’s burthen, who has a full 
load without it, What utility or comfort is th:tre in this ? 
Even the ornament, of carrying a fhining fteep le upon the 
head, is nothing of moment. At the time when granades 
were thrown, round and pointed caps muft have been of ufe, 
in order to throw the fling readier over the head, but of what 
ufe are they now, as throwing of granades is no longer in 
practice ? It is to be confidered, whether round hats (as mof 
of the Pruffian regiments now have) ornamented with a card 
and feather, would not look as well, or better, and would 
not remove the uncomfortablenels of the common hats and 
caps, 

So far for the form and clothing of the foldier. Now for 
the colour of it, which is not unworthy of notice, Cobours 
which are foon foiled, and want cleaning, colouring, or 
wafhing, 
to clean them ; it puts him to expence, and he is oblige d to 
carry with him, befides his other load, brufhes and chalk; 


are not good fora foldier, He has not time alv ays 


and the cloth, by continua! brufhing and colouring, is foc »ner 
> J b ] 


worn out, than by any other ufe, Confequently we fhe uid 


avoid, as much as poflible, white, yellow, and red, £E>lue 
and green are the fitteft colours, 

In order to eafe the foldier in the drefs of his head, : and 
promote cleanlinefs, it would be wife to cut the hair row ind 
the head, by this the round hats might be faflened, if it 

ver requires it, with a ribband under the chin. 

By this mode of drefs it will {earcely be neceffry to k cep 
the foldier in his cloaths in time of danger ; beceule he 1 nay 


=~ {at 


o dreffed ina minute. What an advantage at a furpaic® 
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The iffue of the whole affair may depend upon it. Befides, 
this drefs will give him a more warlike appearance than the 


preient, 


OF THE ARMS, 


The arms are the only things in which we have been mak. 
ing improvements from time to time ; b at there are, perhaps, 
fome more applicable. 

The manner in which the bayonet is fixed on the fufil is 
very unhandy. If itis faftened too tight, it caules difficulty 
in reverfing the firelock ; if too loofe, it falls down in pre. 
fenting the firclock. Before the exercife every thing may 
be in order, but during the exercile it lofes time, and gives 
trouble to the beft difciplined men, How ealy would it be 
to remedy this by an invention, which would keep the 
bayonet faft tilla {pring wastouched, It is needlefs to de. 
{cribe that which every one muft conccive, 

Every one knows that arms,on the march, as well as in 
camp, are not fecure againft wet. This might be remedied 
by a leather cover, from the butt to reach over the lock, 
On the march the firelock might be carried reverfed, and 
might in camp, on the fide of the tent, be ftuck by the 
bayonet into the ground, The falling out of the fhot might 
cafily be prevented by fixing the rammer, or any other fick 
into the barrel, Another advantage from it would be, that 
ata furprife, every foldier would in a moment, find his 
own fufil, We know what diforder it caules, if a whole 
company has to fetch its arms at two manteaux d’armes; 
and that it is impoffible that each foldicr, could without lofs 
of time, at night lay hold of his own fufil, which is of 
fome moment to him. 

The bayonet-fheaths, which are as long as {words, ere fu- 
perfluous, in war-time at leaft ; and would be fo in time of 


peace, if reverfing of arms was abolifhed. But fill more 
ufelefs are thofe little machines for the cartridges, called 


pouches, or cartridge-boxes ; they are neither handy, ule- 
No foldicr can truft his cartridges to 


ful, nor ornamental, 
this machine, if he would not fee them fpoiled in a few days. 
Even in the aétion it ferves no purpofe ; for, if we fill up 
more than one row of the holes, the foldier, in hafte, often 
takes hold of two at once. It would be better to fave this 
eonfiderable expence, or apply it to fomething clic, If that 
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machine was put afide, the cartridge-pouch might be made 
fmaller. A new faving to Government, and more eafe to 
the foldier, Further, the cartridge-pouch has an uncomfort- 
able pofision on the foldier’s back. The cartridge cannot fo 
handily be taken out, and it hinders the foldier’s motions, 
Would it not be better to carry them before the body, as the 
grenadier non-commiffioned officers do ? Thirty cartridges, 
without that box, take a very little fpace, The other thirty 
might be carried in the knapfack, or in any thing, applied 
to it for that purpofe, 

‘Thofe long fticks, called pikes, what a burthen are they 
to the officers! And how are they ferviceable ? Would not 
fhort fufils look as well, or rather better; and they are 
ufeful at the fame time ? 

Perhaps, it may be poffible to introduce, among the infant- 
ry, {mall cuiraffes, if they were eafed of other things in the 
propoied manner, At leaft, they would be more ufeful to 
them them than to the heavy horlemen, who {cldom are ex- 
poled to the fire of {mall arms, 


END OF THE PIRET VOLUME. 
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Spencer & Webb, 6 copies, 
Brig. Infp. B. Moore, 
WEST-POINT. 
S.Ofburn, Dr. of the Artillery) 
Capt. Edward Miller. 
Lieut. Geddes. 
RENSELAER COUNTY. 
Capt. J. Langdon. 
WASHINGTON COURNTY. 
Brig. infp. A. J. Blanchard, 
Col. Charles Kane, 
Col. David ‘Thomas. 





Capt. J. Harvey. 

Col, J. Lanfing. 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 
J. Cockran Infp. & Brig. Maj, 

Col. Charles Newkirck. 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY, 

M>jor Ben. Green. 

Major R, Thomas. 

Brig. Gen. T. Harrifon, 

COLUMBIA COUNTY, 
Col. S. Ten Broeck, 

James Rubner. 

LIVINGSTON’S MANOR, 
Brig. Gen. H. Livingtton. 
Major John P. Van Neis, 

ORANGE COUNTY, 
J. W. Wilkin. 

HERKEMER COUNTY. 
Major Gen, W. Kirkland. 
Brig. Major. T. Cafhty, 

RICHMOND, 
Henry Banks, 
Prichard & Davidfon, 6 cop, 
Capt. John Lefter. 
— —-~ Stauton. 
BENNINGTON, 
Anthony Haiwell,6 copies, 
New-Jersey. 
D. Steward, Roxbury. 
N. Arro{mith, Somerfet Count, 
j.W. Carter, Morris County, 
Ifaac Canfield, do, 
Archer Gifford, Newark, 
Matthias Day, Trenton, 6 cops. 
Capt. St. Morford, Princeton, 
24 copi¢s. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
Thomas Bradford, 50 copies. 
BALTIMORE. 
Andrews & Butler, 12 copies. 
G. Keatinge. 6 cop. 
J.V.Thomas, Alexandria,24C. 
Ebez. Larkin Bofton, 12 cop. 
J. R. Jones, Newfeld. 
Maj. S. Green, New- London. 
Carter & Wilkinfon, Providence 
6 copies. 
O. White, Peterfourg, (Georg. 
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